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 National Tansportation Safety Board

__ Telephone Memorandum

DateJanuaryQ 2002 s
| Pe'brs_’dn‘zlbt‘e}r\%l;_ewé,d:’,_”
_‘ PresentLukeSchlada, WltnessGroup
R s’gqu_évt‘;: DéAOZMAOOj‘,{’Witne“s's' interview.

','_\'/va.s;e'm'p!fdyed as a crane operator for the New York Transit Authority and -
- witnessed the subject accident airplane from the Rockaway Park train station. During our -
- conversation, he stated: L L S S o

He was working on a crane facing the accident sits, when He thought he heard the Concorde.
- He looked up and observed the airplane, “fairly level” with its-wing on fire. The airplane madea - -
- turn.and went “straight down, close to'90-degrees.” Hs then observed smoke and fire-rising
wo fromithe ground. T e R LRI PR
I s -t the fire was located “more toward the middle of the wing, near the engine” -
however, he was not certain if the fire was present at the left or right wing. Additionally; he did =

_ notrecall which direction he ‘obs'_e'rVe:dfthe airplane turn prior-to it's descent.

o "—rstatéd hé did not observe an”y“ parts sep‘a'k_até from the ébirpbl'ane.andf"e‘stimatéd that

. heobserved the airplane for “at least 20 seconds.”



National Transportation Safety Board

Telephone Memorandum

Date: July 3, 2002

Person Interviewed: _

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group

Subject: DCA02MAOQO01, Witness Interview

witnessed the subject accident airplane while he was walking on Beach 133" Street,
approaching Newport Avenue. During our conversation, he stated:

He heard a “different kind” of airplane engine noise, he described as “ laboring.” He looked up
and observed the airplane heading southeast. He also observed the right wing separate from
the airplane and “something illuminate” near the right wing, followed by white smoke. The
airplane then began to descend. He further described the illumination as a “flash of light”, and
he was not certain if he observed the right wing separate before or after the flash.

stated he was “not sure” if the flash he observed was a fire and he did not recall observing any
“flames.” The airplane was descending “straight down.” He knew the airplane was going to
crash and “looked away.”

I =5 73 years old, and semi employed as an accountant. He estimated he observed
the airplane for about 8 to 10 seconds.
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ED-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

s

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-

Da(eoftranscnptlon ) 11/14/2001«»""

_ 413 Beach 122nd Street, Upsty -
',-Rockaway Park, New York 11694, telephone number '
“was interviewed at his residence. After being advised of the

identity of ‘the interviewing agent and the nature of the
Lnterv1ew, _ prov:Lded the following lnformatlon '

_ was in hlS apartment on the mornlng of November .

12, 2001. At approx1mately 9;15am, he heard a very loud: noise.

' The noise sounded like an airplane. [ initially assumed that' '
it was the Concorde/SST flying over hlS house. _'stated that
airplanes normally fly directly over Belle. Harbor to and from JFK -

. Airport ‘and that the Concorde had just resumed flying into and’
out of JFK Airport last week after a long absence. R sensed
- that something was wrong ‘because the: airplane noise was too loud
‘and sounded too. close so he looked out his back window. B
. saw a commercial airplane that was flylng much too low over a
: resrdentlal nelghborhood . .

ES

| _stated that the plane was flylng towards the EE
qround with the nose of the plane pointing .down. IR saw white -

‘pieces falling off the plane while it .was .still alrborne.

~Initially, I oclieved that it was white pieces of paper that .

he saw. I later reallzed that it was actually pieces of the '

alrcraft that were falling off the plane B stated that he-
‘never saw flames coming from the aircraft while it was still in .

" the air. | then felt a. shake and heard an explosion as the:
.aircraft crashed into the ground. |l then saw a plume of
black smoke rise several blocks from his residence. B ater
learned. that the downed alrplane was Amerlcan Alrllnes Flight

Number587 SR T L .

| Investlgatlonon ; 11/’12/2001 Lot Rockaway Park New YOI‘k

-

‘Fie# 149A-NY-280669 SUB 302 . f_ o Duediowed 11/14/2001

by  SA Conor M. OSulllvan cmo

' This document contains neiiher recommendations nor conclusions,of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to-your agency;

5
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

Date of tmnséription 11/14/01

on 11/12/01, [ :-l<chone number

was interviewed in the vicinity of 131st Street and
Newport Drive, Belle Harbor, New York. After being advised of
the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature ¢of the
interview, | provided the following information:

_stated he was driving West on Shore Front
Drive, Belle Harbor, New York when he heard a muffled type sound.
B L ooked up and saw American Airlines flight 587 with
heavy black smoke under the right side of the plane. According to
I - plane was heading in a South/South Westerly
direction.

_statedhe saw a piece of the aircraft, ,
possibly from the right side, fall off. | v 2s too far
away to determine what the part was. /I clzined when the .
part fell off the plane, the plane almost 1mmed1ately veered to
the left and nose dlved straight into the ground.

g
,!/ ,
Investigation on 11/12/01 at Queens, New York
File # 149A-NY-280669~-Sub302 ' Date dictated  na
by SA Daniel P. Mckennamf-
N
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the }‘BI itis the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date February 27 2002
Person ntervrewed _

Present Debble Roland Wltness Group

Subject DCA02MA001 Wltness lntervrew

Awrtness group member lnterwewed-wa telephone Durlngthe conversatlon she :
stated B R U A LTI

She was in her car, headrng west approachlng the parkway There were no cars around 50 she'i -
sat in. her car watchlng the alrplane Herfocal pomt was the rlght srde of the alrplane i

o

She saw the tall sectlon of the alrplane break off and watched as lt fell toward the ground
"'She saw a'ring of fire’ ~ no flames shootlng or smoke- coming from the |nS|de of the tail. end of v
- the: fuselage The airplane was on an rncllne then leveled off then took a nose dlve She saw.

no debrls falllng from the arrplane RTINS ‘.* :

She belleves she had the alrcraft |n V|ew for about 5 mlnutes She lost vrew of the alrplane after. :
the nosedlve but knew it had crashed because she saw black smoke T :
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' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

~ Date of trénscription { 2/0

- I c:tc of birth o« NG
B Brooklyn, New York, home telephone - was '
telephonically interviewed at her place of employment, Lets Paint
M}hfth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, work telephone
by Special Agents (SA’s) Daniel K. McCall and
Timothy Flannelly of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. After
being advised of the identities of the interviewing agents and

the nature of the interview she provided the following
information:

¢ At approximately 9:15 a.m. this mornlng_ was
dr1v1ng on the entrance ramp to the Belt Parkway (West) from -
Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. ~She saw the plane that
crashed taking off and gaining altitude at what appeared to be
normal flight configuration, with the gear retracted. _saw
an explosion at.the tail end of the plane, but did not hear an
explosion.:

After the explosion the tail separated from the
fuselage and the tail end fell toward the ground along with some
debris. The fuselage of the plane, with both wings still intact,
arched and went nose down toward the ground. I s:ated that
she saw a -lot of smoke coming from the area where the plane
impacted. |JJJl concluded that she could provide no further
information regarding the plane crash, but will contact the
1nterv1ew1ng agents. if she recalls addlelonal detalls

-
. —~

mmmymnm ’11/12/01 st _New York, New York _ " (telephonically)

Fie# 149A-NY-280669-302 = | ZD _ Duedicued  N/A
SA Daniel K. McCall/dkm -
by  SA Timothy Flannelly

" This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. :
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ..~

- '.D'a‘te"‘of tmnscnpuon 1 ]_/ 14 /2001

- Brooklyn, New. York; home telephone number: Swork
telephone number on Wednesdays, work telephone - -
 nunber on’ Thursdays, Frldays,‘and Saturdays, 1was:':-‘
~interviewed at -her re51dence “After being.: advised of the R
identity of the 1nterv1ew1ng agents and the nature of ‘the -
'lnterv1ew, she provrded the follow1ng 1nformatlon ,_j‘.,

S On November 12, 2001 hav1ng drlven south on. Flatbush e
Avenue, Brooklyn, New ‘York, toward the Belt Parkway,’ Hrooklyn,g'T?}
 New York {(the “Belt Parkway”), M vwas entering the westbound .

lanes of the Belt. .Parkway . when she.saw’ an’ alrplane in the sky.. oo
. The airplane was ahead of: TN -nd to her left, moving in. the o
same direction -as she was, such that B 25 in a position: to_'_" e
.[observe the alrplane s rlght side. ~The airplane’ s landing gear .
was not down ST e L e

o _watched the a::rplane cllmb in the ailr for two or
'three seconds, ‘then saw’an exp1031on just in front of the: .= L
”alrplane S. tall and well behind the alrplane s wings.

.drew for: the 1nterv1ew1ng agents a: sketch of the" relatlve
;p051tlon of thls exp1051on on the alrplane-(attached)

- The exp1051on observed by _was a “ball of flre” L

- that’ appeared to orlglnate inside the airplane and expand R
‘outward. BB acdvised that the ball of fire was almost a S
-'perfect sphere of flames," approx1mately the same.width across as,f”
the airplane. itself; that these flames were red,. orange,xand '
grey,_and appeared to contaln no blues or- greens,‘that the ball -

- of fire was tight and’ contained”, with no flames shogting or =

" licking out of it; that the ball- of fire- appeared ‘to engulf thev
~entire height.and width. of ‘the alrplane,fand that the ball of- o
‘fire contlnued to travel wmth the" alrplane, at its -same relatlve-j

'-p051tlon -on the alrplane,ﬁas the alrplane contlnued to. fly e

' , The ball of flre contlnually emltted charcoal grey -
' smoke.  The -smoké: appeared to’ ‘surround the ball of fire, and the«,ﬂx
pthlckness of the smoke layer around the ball of fire was

mﬁeymnm»j 11/13/2001 e Brooklyn New York

Fies 149A-NY-280669-302 IO o puedemes N/AL
: . "SA Kevin C. Donovan. ' o R R A
Sby SA Georqe P. Choundas

.'WA,\;Tlu‘m./ e T T e e g e e S T eAD NI 8 o :
' This document conmms nenher recommendauons nor conclusxons of the FBI It is the propeny of the FBI and is loaned to your agency ' e 9 :
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«approx1mately the same in. size as the w1dth of the ball of flre
- ltself.. v It appeared to_as ‘1f there was. “not a. ldt of".

- smoke” for the s1ze and suddenness of the ball of flames whlch 1t
- Jaccompanled R R ) : R AR
S : ’_also saw plec;es of debrls spray out of the
'galrplane from the same spot from which, and_at- the same moment
~.as, she observed the ball of Ffire: emerge adv1sed “that’
- these pleces of ‘debris were small and appeared. grey.’ _dld
‘not see’ any debris: spray out of, or fall from, other part of .
the airplane, 1nclud1ng either of its wings. *

any pieces of debris spray.out of, . or:fall’ from, any part of. the )
"alrplane at any p01nt 1n tlme after the 1n1t1al burst of flames

. At the same moment as the. ball of flre emerged from thef
“airplane,:.the tail piece of the airplane fell away from: ‘the ‘rest o
of the aircraft--falling: back and down. ' This ‘tail piece did. not .-’
v,appear “to take time falling off”; rather,_lt fell off quickly, e
‘as 1f from the -force of the explosion just ahead of" ic. ‘The - tall"
. .pilece remalned whole as- it fell off the alrplane, and dld not L
'.Ltself spllt or dlslntegrate after falllng off _ LTy

- adv1sed that that portlon of the tall that fell

did not seé

1rom the ‘airplane.included the - vertical" ‘portion of the alrplane s-lﬁ»b”’
f,tall—-that which’ resembles a “shark’s fin”, - was.not: B
© ‘certain whether that portlon ‘included: any other parts of the

- alrplane 5 tail, ,lnclud;ng any. horlzontal extenslons from,the
: alrplane S tall s ﬁ"-i AT e T R

:’"-_-'
-

. -dld not see. any smoke comlng from or- S
accompanylng the tail piece that fell away from the- alrplane, on-
© coming from or accompanylng that- portlon of the alrplane from
"vwhlch the tall plece had fallen off S : : :

_ adv1sed that, exceptlng thls tail piece and that.’_;“ |

portlon of the airplane engulfed in a ball of fire, all other-
o parts of the alrplane——lncludlng the w1ngs—-appeared to remaln 7{;
f”lntact e e L i

"Immediately;afterfthegemergenoeiof*the ball}of?firehand7y'“'
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“Lhe sxmultaneous falllng away of the alrplane s tall plece, the
alrplane continued flying, but leveled off--a change from its .
~ prior: apparent climb. through :the air. The. airplane 'did not . .
- appear to be out of . control, but’ rather  flew as if its’ pllOtS
were:bringing-it into a level” flylng course The alrplane flew
“this level course for no more than three seconds (and- pos51bly

) - for. a much shorter tlme perlod) when 1t suddenly took a nose.
f:'dlve ‘ e . . AN .
. —subsequently saw dark grey smoke blllow1ng , . S
'stralght up from the ground somewhere near" the p01nt toward wh1ch=*~if‘
©+. the . airplane appeared to have been diving. . The" smoke blllowed
“_stralght up, then formed a ball ln the alr .
O After seelng thlS blllown.ng smoke, _pulled her ' _‘ LA
_1car over to a grassy plot along31de the Belt Parkway e
TR —knew no one else who had w1tnessed the above |
afevents, ‘or any. other events affllctlng Amerlcan Alrllne<~ Fllght
- 587 on November 12, 2001 : - . S e e




e e ,m;,@,,,,,,r St f“»w a/L mm/ M ///////’ 747"
()/V /Vﬂ//a? a’d)a?/ /U///g/,/ /V//WJJ’?C/ e S B BT A E N

.’ : W//—’f é,g/bz,'/uf /7/7’ //A"Z/ﬂ"zt’/vﬂ/
f /////w’ /m 7 ///ﬂm e 7 /&z/ Wi ////W/f 7 /fﬁ’ T - S /MM

[%/ //////// /ﬂ&’/ ’%fh/ﬂfl /ﬂf(’//f% /d f/ /7%/( /ﬁ‘?&/ fﬂ/,qéf
"'f:-“//‘//”””/ o 7h &//"’/}A&VW e /ng// s 7% Aef/ ///M f TN
//11‘// /Z/ c/;/é!é/ ’ /V//c/i/a,l/y \9'(, Yars f /4/ w’/’//:’_ge/
| Z*’/ 7/9 //c/ \ﬁ/éa/;/{///;/ ﬁ,&y /77(,/ /VW /4/ 7‘4& /'c/,w/? ﬂ/ //ﬂ/ﬂ/ J//‘G'( |
J’“/,zz /»/ T A’/f £ ,’4 ,,/MM' (ﬂ/,,w/ﬂf u/ /—r /4 ,A,C/,,,,A,

e S ///w e T ///127’// 7 e /M Jw/ /ﬂw/ o // fe -
///{f //M/ [a/ﬁ'/& //( /["W/M Vs 7"& // /z/»M 7 MM //p/z//u

ks f/// /7/A f/ //, //( /A/(///zﬁ /%f //,4/ /%’/d/u;/cf//@/ f

:-__:._/774,,\/44/// %///////W_w Tawle b ,/M 7 @/y
L /%‘ //ﬂ/fz/ /M/( v f/& jk/}’ //7:/ j,w e //47 ///M/f /waaf

:‘_.};‘_'5[//71//9/// z/// //uﬁ} //ﬁ J“/67’ /771/ } /7/fﬂ 49/53_(27?%,4/ /7&0 ///CM
////< (/mzr /,u 7/4 //////,,A/ ﬂ/z/g ,qf /ézmz/;//u 7% ﬂ//é/z /%

3 //< ////// Z/w : 7/74 M%’,dl#/u s o 80 - 4

/o/z/‘é \/}/724/(4 ﬂﬁ /ﬁ Y N s (,//m,@df /JM
/N / ,ép // azz 7’ 7/( /M//// ///a 7

Jé///z/w ey Tad ST il T ¢/~
gy A 0E oty e & A AT
f& f,fg ng’f W
Wk 1 S0 S F I oo e
//// \//7/12/// /2 /M/ %f/z /[a J/(‘j .- 7/w // /W/c// /u// /% qb/t/k’ ,64/;7@
/ /’ s ,ng /MJ /wu/z// N '/e,wr bmw(/ f/(e //u 7/& /’71’//‘74
Z // Mx J/ /u/;/ w/,?mf/ﬂw/éf //L /[; 7/(( /{4”/9 /,L/ |
g /@We/ ﬁ&/ﬂ/ﬁ //% /V’/«/ e //// %//// f //zf // J"/}ﬁ/w/ /,wy//u/ ,A mwz/

/\uu/c I/Iw /}414/ ,6‘/”"”7 /‘H } /L/n‘ff /(’/1//1,/7
M VL dmﬂwf 7%4 /éx/w A/f’/wf” J'/,Zzw///‘ /ﬂww

% /Xﬂ/)-v‘/ J/T'/Z/Z/ Jrﬂ//’//w //ﬁ/ﬂ, f/?ﬂ /,d //4 //;;//,4 //, //é /%/7/
f W/Mt// f%f f///:f// I //)-t//?/ /w/”/ ra /eﬂz/ }fm / ”m/ /74%///5/;

/0 /'/é /f/ﬂ‘ c’/é .7——&/;// A/ﬂ/‘ ﬂﬂ‘// f// gx@%«/’é’ /(/vd,,,/ _, % /J)A/d(_.

/ﬁa ﬂ//ﬂ{ ,4//7/

Ma/é [///Z/\J/Q/7 /)/./ E :

77 /W,r// 2 ﬂww R e

&/ //Zf ,é 5“ ﬂ%f{ﬂd//ﬂﬂ( o

/ //UM.( s



/

// J,MV /fa(frc/”/—/ W/M’ —SMV J/:-j/m/c o M/ 7/«1*:‘}.
'.y.///o/u S /m/// ,wf /e/ 7 ﬂfﬂ //*’f“_ --ﬁﬁ’ﬂ/ W‘/‘W’//‘”:

J/v//ﬂ’ /(//// _ /V/J//A’ //rf //,c .ﬂf//‘ﬂ1(p/- /ﬂ/(a /éf %/Lf //Nf/u/f;/ﬁ/\/

/V/ /,&///W/ é///a /Z ////uz* /z//w' ////1/4/ ,¢ /; /ﬂ, @;U// ﬂ,g
- .j'W s / Mw g’/m f/”/a/ﬂf / ﬂ@ | m MW @M frf%/w/

o % /f ’ */mf //u wawf”/ Jf ﬁww f

///L b 7 Feerp T

T i i @ "/ o

’ [aa C//W‘

: o; / //// //(//' //f&?’/é— /47.,7 //@ﬂr @Z/A// %A{'M,jz( ../»/VM ;/K/ww; - / |
/zm/ ///c/z /’////t AaHl ' - T
s J D] W e Wﬂ/(' zﬂ//w//«i/
- hmeam

,/ 2 / \J /;// ,&m/?';

%/7 /’/z %//zu/ /y/.e,q/ ///}VZ" J”/c/’-d/ )’/7&0

///m/r .b/e//u; m,/ff/ff’ g)fw//u 7?/ 157474/”//
,,///

///’// ﬂ’//f// !/hf /,yr/t I’///ﬂ/(zf ,4//?1 /// iz /;W//f Lﬂ//l////




FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcrlpuon 11/23 / 2001

date of blrth_ home address

New York, hone number W -
. cellular telephone number was interviewed

telephonlcally After being advised of the identity oi thi

interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview,
_ is a retired New York City Police Detective.

provided the following 1nformatlon

was dr1v1ng a frlend to work,

on 11/12/2001, _ |
traveling wmhe Belt Parkway. = Somewhere between exits

9B and 11B friend looked out the window and
exclaimed “look that plane is on firel” i loocked out the

-window, and saw an airplane, which was still climbing, engulfed
in white smoke. h came to the crest of an incline in
the road, he notlce that the plane appeared to stutter, then
stall in midair. At this point the plane had white smoke
spilling from the tail area as well. After appearing to stall,

the plane then banked right slightly, then nose-dived straight
—down. averted his eyes from the plane before it

actually hit the ground
advised that whlle he was 1ook1ng at the

plane, he-notlce! two other aircraft in the area, a helicopter,

and what | bclieved to be a private jet. H
estimates the helicopter was approximately 1000 feet away rom
- the damaged plane, and the private jet much further away.
_CI provided 'this additional information in hopes of
1nvestlgators gaining eye- w1tness accounts from others who were

in the alr at the time.

S

Investigation on 11/23/2001 a Melville, New York » _(telephonically)

File # 14 9A-NY-280669 ‘ . ‘ : ' Date dictated

. by -SA Christopher W. Wrobleski

\

This document contains neither recommendauons nor conclusxons of the FBIL. Itis the property of the FBI and i is loaned to your agency;
it and it contents are not to he distributed outside vour agericy.
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0 Texarkans, AR 71854
LT :."_';.f,_January 21, 2002

_,f_f_,‘f.;.}*-'-Lucke Schisda
‘.. Alr Safety Investrgator

- 2001 Route 46, Suite S04
R j.Per81ppany, NY 07054

o Dear Mr Sohlada

* National Transportation Safety Board e -

i On November 12 2001 I was located at F loyd Bennett erld adjacent to JFK Arrport

S _-.j'.',,,:when I observed AA5 87 go down.

o I was lookmg out the Red Cross ofﬁce trarler wmdow and I saw AAS 87 headed ina’

o - south eastern direction. I observed the plane make a sharp bank back to the north then f e

e sprral downward nose ﬁrst

o 1 d1d ot s see any parts fallmg off the plane

: --'.When I ﬁrst saw the plane 1t was on ﬁre It looked as 1f the whole rrght s1de of the plan

ot : 'the sxde facmg me, was on. ﬁre It contmued to bum untll it was out of srte

o "i'-v-rnmute it was falhng, the next was a b1g black cloud of smoke

.'f It looked as 1f the plane fallmg from the sky was in. slow motlon but I m sure 1t took only
afew seconds 1 lost site of the plane just before it made contact w1th the ground One

o I can be reached a_ 24 hours a day, 1f you have add1t10nal questrons N

f _l.*_.Sm@erely,' T AT e




 THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
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Synopms Invesugate crash of American Airlines, Airbus A300. thht number 587; Tail number N053AA
_ depax’ced John F. Kennedy Intematlonal Auport on the above date v1a runway 3 1L enroute to Santo Dommgo
in the Dom1n1can Repubhc

Durmg the mormng of November 12 2001 “at 1015 hrs the unde1s1gned was asked to respond 0 the Ramada
Plaza Hotel to interview witnesses to the crash of American Alirlines, flight #587. ‘When the under51gned
arrived at the hotel, the undemgned was directed by P.0O. George Latimer PAPD, to three (3) indjviduals

_ was the first to be 1nterv1ewed by the unders1gned

_gave this account three ofus were in'a trailer at, Floyd Bennette F1e1d We are part of the Red
Cross staff sent here to assist in the September 11 disaster at the World Trade Center Frank,

and myself; looked out of the wmdowh

plane looked like it was turning, coming in for a landing. ‘As the plane.came down, it decented in a loose
spnalmg motion said N1 did not see 1t hlt the ground Ijust saw the smoke" ""The plane was-fully
intact, when 1t hxt the ground" w -

seated on a couch, against the window. — Texarkana Arkan‘sa_’_/'11854, =

saw it first: The plane looked like the sides were on fire. The )

Arresling/investigali Ofﬂ ‘ : e éuleld:Numb‘er Tex Regls(vryf;lum‘ber :
, 63 gmﬁ” 10, ()L//}@AM[, St Clair Jeffers 112400 116 .| 21304

g

TourCommander o " Date. " Faciity Commanding Officer - . . . [ Dae
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

Date of transcription ]_ ]_ /19 / 01

I N ==
—, was contacted by the writer,

and advised of the identity of the writer and the purpose of. the
contact. The following is a summary of the information provided

-

_adv1sed that he was flshlng in Jamalca Bay on the mornlng
of ‘November 12, 2001, when he heard a loud pop from the sky. .
BN stated that he looked up in the sky and witnessed a plane
on fire, and appear to have some debris break off and hit the
tail section, which subsequently‘separated from the plane.

then observed the plane tilt to one side, and plummet to
the ground. M :dvised that debris continued to fall into
‘the bay, and he began to assist the NYPD Marine Bureau in
recovering the debris. _adv1sed that he was one of the
first boats to respond because there were not any other boats 1n

the bay.
.L.L/_Lb/U.L ) v 3 uueens) NY
" Investigationon . at ' :
File# 149A-NY-280669 =302 ~ [ 75 Date dictated  11/17/01

by  William K. Hekel

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency - :
it and ite nantante are not tn he dmrnhmed outside vonr agencv. : .
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Date of transcription 1 1 / 1 9 / 0 1

— 524 Beach 136th Street Belle

Harbor New York 11694, telephone - was advised of
the identity of the 1nterv1ew1n§ Agent and of the purpose of the
- interview. He then provided the following 1nformatlon

BN -:viscd that some time after 9: 00 AM this
morning, he heard a loud roar which was too loud for a normal
airplane sound. He looked out from his kitchen window, which is
in the rear of his home. As he was looking in an eastward
‘direction, he saw an airplane descending from the sky going
south. It was going straight, then it went into a splrdl He
did not see any flames or smoke coming from the plane. “He did
not observe any parts in his backyard. '

Investigationon  11/12/01 __at Belle Harbor, New'YOrk

Flle # 149A-NY-280669 Lo R Date dictated 11 /17/01
by _SA FRANK M. FINN:etg . ' /

: Thls document contains ncither rccommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBL. 1t is the property of the FBI and s loaned to your agency;
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Dear Luke chiada at the NTSB, \ v ,

At about 8:301sh on the day of Nov 12Th I was comming out of the coffee and sandwich

shop on the corner of 116Th St and newport Auve when I was looking into the sky drinking my coffee
when I noticed an American airliner flying,I thought to myself imagine If they hijacked It.Next I
could not imagine what I saw next(I saw the aircrafy make a thirty degree turn in flight(With the
left hand extended and the pinky turning left Tt maid a turn and pieces began to fly off of the air
craft,what I saw comming off of It or apearded to me as a wing flap.Then Tt belly dived but before
It crashed It had a spiral motion then nosed dived.It fell so close to where my mother was sleeping
I said oh my God.,I ran home and woke my mother and told her a plane crahed down the block.Then I
went into the street I saw croeds and féremen so I felt since I was in the service I could use my
experience,I began to help another citizen in helping direcgt traffig.We were_pretty successfull in
that,.I went an bought food and first aid for the firemen.SuSt tle”other ay 17was on my  porch
struning through the flowers whem I found to be a part of that crashed airliner,since I was in the
Navy,I know about being a plane captain,I taxied aircraft in Naval airstation Corpus Christie Texsat
Then became an Airtraffic Controller aboard the USS Kitty Hawk Cv-63,50 I know what aircraft are
maid out of,This appearded to be a small part of debri from arond the tail sectin on the fusilogue
is.It had a missing rivet and one intactct.It measurements were three inches by Two.

Sincerly what I felt what I saw It almost seemed that that airliner was targgeted to that neighbor-
hood,It just had that appearance to It's fate,

If you have any other questions please feel free to contact me.
Also I will be. putting in a claim twards American airlines so please +te me telling to whom It
may concern that I not only was a wittness to the crash but It alsp-feel debree on my home .

(Rokaway Qyéens)New York
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National Transportation Saféty Board

Telephone Memorandum

Date: February 5, 2002

Person Interviewed: _

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group

Subject: DCA02MAO001, Witness Interview

_witnessed the subject accident airplane from the corner of 116" Street and
Newport Avenue, as he exited a coffee shop. He submitted a written statement to the Safety

Board, and provided the following additional information: R

He did not observe any smoke or fire emanating from the airplane at anytime during his
observation. He reiterated that he observed the airplane in a left turn, when “pieces began to
fall off,” he believed one of the pieces was a “wing flap.” The airplane then began to nose dive

and “spiraled down” to the ground.

_ stated he was retired from the Navy, where he was involved in air traffic control.
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" .debris which she believed to be'the engine fdlling-from"the sky alond -side

|PERF Y.

“ the plane. She states that. she did not seé'any.smoke or flames but .did .observe
" that the ‘plane. appeared to be flymg towards the ocean, ‘Suddenly ‘she states.”
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. ""an explosion but did obsereve large orange flames w1th thxck black smoke. e
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|sent: - Saturday, January 12, 2002 10:54 AM

Loy Tor o . aab87wit@ntsh.gov

S}ubject:‘f - response t0 info request

vlv saw the plané as it hit its ‘apex(as far up as it went) b‘efov_re': It fell downwafd. At {hat‘tirhe.the ,

~plane started downward, spiraling round and round as if it were a model being dropped from .

someones index finger and thumb. While descending it looked as if something on the wing was .
on fire(presumablly an engine). Once | knew what was actually happening | looked away as it hit

the ground and then looked back at it after it blew up into flames and heavy black smoke. I then
got on my VHF radio to the USCG and reported my location on the water and what [ had |
witnessed. T e . R - :
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| T1/13/2001
Date of transcription - ’

On 11/12/2001, _ DOB. address

Freeport, New.York, telephone

" was i1nterviewed in the company of DOB:

. address I Vantagh, New York, telephone
on the charter Boat "Cod Father" at the Woodecleft Fishing -
Station, Freeport, New York by SA John M. Mifsud and Dawn L.
Martin. After being advised of the identity of the intervi ew:.ng
~agents and the nature of the :Lnterv1ew _ prov1ded the
following information.

I is the owner of the charter boat "Cod Father.

EMEMMNNN is the mate on the boat. They were fishing with two

- passengers, I - I DS o cvised that
the boat was two -and a quarter miles off Riis Park beach facing
south. IR advised that at 9:15 A.M. one of the passengers
said "look up" and I saw flames coming from the right wing’
of a passenger jet airplane. One of the customers saw something -
fall from the plane. The plane splraled down, hit the ground and
‘then he saw sucke. IR advised that: because the diesel
englnes on the boat were running, he did not. hear any strange
noise or ‘an exp1051on from ‘the. plane

»

11122000 -, Freeport, New York

Investigation on-

-

ries [49A-NY-2806690-302 T« Date dicea - 11/13/2001
SA Dawn L. Martin ) B o
by -SA John M. Mifsud/jmm .

This documcnt contains nenher reconunendauons nor conclusions of the FBL -1t is the propeny of the FBI and is loancd 0 your agencys W U4
it and |ts contents are not to be dmrlhuted outsxde your aL.enr.y - :
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e
| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- Date of transcription . - ,]]. {]5{»2!2{} L

on 11/15/2001, ), was

intervieWedﬁatLhiszresidenCe Valleyw'
Stream, New York, telephone numbe by Spec;al “Agent
Christopher J. LaManna # was advised of ‘the identity of

the 1nterv1ew1ng agent and the purpose of the 1nterv1ew, after

whlch he provided the follow1ng 1nformatlon

-3 1nd1cated that on 11/12/2001 he was worklng as a."

flagman for Asplund Tree Expert Co. at or about 108th Street

where Rockaway. freeway ends- in the Rockaways. ‘While walklng on
the center lelder he looked up-and observedﬁ whose tail’

looked like it had expanded and was on fire

indicated
that as the plane started to turn he saw the left horlzontal

'stablllzer (looklng from the back of the plane) fall away from

the aircraft. He indicated that he did not see anything else

fall from the aircraft-and was unsure-if the tall sectlon was on

or not as the plane approached the ground

vestgationon ~_11/15/2001 at Valley Stream, NY

File # 14 9A-NY- 280669 -302 - Dwedewed 11/15/2001

by SA Chrlstopher J. LaManna'

This douument contams neither reconnnendauons nor conclusxons of the FBI tis (he pmperty of the YBI and is loaned to your agency
it and_ its coptents are not to be distributed OULSlde your agency.
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and the plane appearred ta.be dropping: parts taht were on fire. The witness then state:i

homes‘between Bl?.esc and Bl.’SOst and then he L

that the plane dlssappearred behmd some
heard a loud explosmn. - L
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BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11234~~~

S R N HOME
- ~ CEJLULAR

© TO: THE NATIONAL TRAN SPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
'RF: EVENTS OBSERVED ON NOVEMBER 12,2001

- On Monday, November 1§, 2001,1 was driving South on Flatbush Avenug,

heading towards the entrance 10 the Belt Parkway, intending to travel 1o

:L ' ~ Manhattan, where ] was to drop of[my scventoen year old daughter
[ and to take my wii‘ch_ to & doctors appointment. Also with us
% ~“was my seven year old sonIEBlWe were all in our Honda Qdysscy minivan.

. Aswe drove, T ho was sitting behind me, screamed and cried out for
” . ustolook at the planc in the sky, it was on fire! She was crying and the rest
| © of us immediately observed a huge airliner, clearly in our view, on fire,
flying scemingly lovel, from Jeft to right. T'he fire we al] obscerved was a
; raging fire, buight yollow and red, and we observed this on the right side of .
o thejet (the only part we could see), and it was'in the front one-third section,
between the nose of the | el and the mid point. This was not-a smoke - -
condition but a roarin g firc. What was surrcal was that the jet kept flying, on
fire. As ] drove, we had an unobstructed view of this entire incident. 1
- slowed to perhaps S or 10 mph, and we were all shouting various things like
“oh my God’, ‘1 can’t believe what I'm seeing’ ‘ohno’ and other’
-~ expressions of disbclicf and horror. We continued to observe the jet for
 what must have been 20 to 30 seconds, untl it stopped lying and fell from
i‘ ~#®  thesky. There immediately were two huge plumes of dark black smoke, one
o Jarger than the other. We cried. I called 911 and reported {hat a plane had
i' ~ just crashed. 1observed that scemingly within moments of the impact there
“were two helicopters hovering high over the crash site. |

The rcason 1 have reduce my observations to writing is to be certain that the
proper invest gative authoritics have this account, 1 would think hundreds of -
people could have made the same rcport, but 1 need to be certain, On the day
of and the day after the crash,’1 heard several reports on the radio and .
- " television of witnesses having observed black smoke coming from the lefl
| side of the jet before the crash. I never saw that left side and cannot ‘
comment. | was surprised that I never heard any repor(s of what we had so




clcarly and shockingly observed. Bascd upon {his, | tricd 1o reach out to the

NTSB but the phone numbers I was provided by directory assistance all

proved frUiﬂst. Based upon this, | called the FB), was placed in touch with
“the TBI group investigating this crash, based at JJoyd Bennetl liield; and.

spoke to Special Agent Jim Rothe. 11¢ wvas very professional and scemed

" interested in hearing my account, lle asked if'J would mind if the FBI sent

two Agents to interview me, and J said of course not, was calling to try to

* e helpful and would assist in any way possible. -1 provided both my home .

and ccllular numbers o him. That night, he called me at approximately 7:30

~ P.M. at home, and he interviewed me by telephone. '} told him of my interest
~ inairplanes in general, that as a grad student | worked as a Summer Customs

Inspector at JFK, 1 now recall I didn’t mention that 1 had taken flying Jessons =
many years ago, but made clear (hat all four of us saw the same thing and’ '
were very certain as to what we observed, |

* Last night ) saw thc Assistant Director of the NJ'SB live on CNN state that
“therc was no evidence of fire until impact. He may very well have been
referring to fire in the engines, per se, but hearing his words madc me again

" want to be cerfain that the NTSI knew what ] had observed. .

1 work part-time for the New York State Assembly Standing Committee on

Oversight, Investigation and Analysis, have been with the Assembly for 25

ycars, am a Community Board member, Bergen Beach Youth Organization
volunteer bascball coach, I graduated Magna Cum J.aude from The State

“University of New York at Buffalo, was elected 1o ’hi Beta Kappa, and so

on, My wife isa Certified Social Worker/MSW with the NYC Board of

Education, and my older son is a freshinan at Marvard. ] mention this

- otherwise irrelcvant personal information simply to try 1o assure you of my
“roots in my community and hopef u)ly of my credibility should there be any  ~
- doubts as to what T have described. ‘| know that (hese tragedies cause people.

to make up storics for theattention they may reccive. Y assure you J have no
such agenda. My brother thankfully cscaped from the 92" Rioor of 2

- WTC on Scptember | 1™ and 1 am acutely awarc of the times in which we

Americans arc living, I'd rather crr on the side of being too chatly rather
{han fail to share what | observed. ~ o

»

~If Tmaybe of any assistance or recount any of what 1 just spoke of, please

do not hesitate 10 contact me and 1 will.be pleased 10 cooperate in any way
possible, as will my family. o L : '




L ] would app1 ccxale an emdll s1mply mdmum;_, that ﬂns 1epmt’ has bccn
'"V.f.:w“V;i’__l'{.v--v*:*,_-‘f_'ﬂrewlved andwad » SRR IR

T Brooklyn, New: Ymk
i "‘-"__,--::;Novcmbel 1(> 2001
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: F’EDERALBUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

: O T E Dateoftranscriptioh 11/14/0]
_ ‘Date of Bi'rth'_ Re51dent BE
Rockaway, N hone Number
Cellular Telephone Number was interviewed

3671,
telephonlcally because he was in route to Colorado Springs: Upon
being advised of the nature of the interview: and the- ldentlty of-
the 1nterv1ew1ng agent prov1ded the follow1ng 1nformatlon

S On November 12 2001 at approx1mately 9 OO AM. _

w1tnessed a plane flving very low over his nelghborhood - While
- still in fllghtiobserved a fire in one of the planes wing -
engines. Shortly after seeing the fire w1tnessed the
engine seperate and fall from the plane s: w1ng '

Shortly after the engine fell, the Wlng'became- »
unstable, moved v1olently, and then broke away -from the_plane. L
~causing the plane to fall ‘and crash. S o ‘

_had no further lnformatlon to. add at thls tlme

Investigationon‘ 11/14/01 - at'. Kew Gardens, New York : ('telephoni'cally)’ '

Fie# 149A-NY- 280669 "5 v~ WS  Datedictated '~ 11/14/01 -

by SA Danlel X McCaffrey '

* - This document contains nexther recommendanons nor conclusions of the FBI. It i is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; g R 2 {
it and its contents are not to be dlsmbutcd outsxde your agency. i ; . : : - : S :
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- NATIONAL TRANSPORTAT!ON SAFETY BOARD
' 72001 Route 46, Suite: 504
oL Parsrppany, New Jersey 07054
(973) 384 6561 Fax (973) 334 6759 :

o Jé‘nuary'_é, 2002 3

o Oear Sir o‘,rt\/t}ada_rn,'

e

B The Nattonat Transportatton Safety Board is tnvestlgatrng an’ accrdent that occurred on November‘
C '12 2001, 1nvo|v1ng American ‘Airlines fllght 587, that crashed in: Belte Harbor New York "You have
been |denttfred as’ an eyewrtness ora potenttat eyewrtness : , v Lo

On behalf of the Safety Board 1 would llke to request your assrstance by askrng that you please;

' take the time to. provide a written statement of your observations, to be returned in the. self addressed -

stamped envelope.” A hand written statement on a separate sheet of paperis frne it does not have to

be typed. If you prefer you may emalt Lyour statement to me . usrng the address
AA587WIT@NTSBGOV S S A :

o »_*j;tlme to’ contact you shoutd future need arise.

. In your statement ptease rndlcate your tocatron and what you observed and/or heard If applrcable
‘ please dtscuss the followrng : S : ‘ .

-

o ;‘f"t;rThe drrectron the alrptane was traveltng( i‘gh Ieft?‘ SRR R
2. Did you observe any parts separatmg or falhng from the =Vige -y lf s0, are ycu able to
Adescrtbetheparts? BT e L

. 3 Did you observe any smoke or. frre comrng from the atrptane’? f so here was rt comlng f |

-ffrom and was it present the ent|re tlme you observed the arrplane'P , /<_c’ % O”CJ .

NP

4 How tong d|d you observe the asrptane7 - <S -/ ( deg( -
5 }If you Iost srght of the alrplane wh vvas your fr ral view of the arrpiane? A(&r F“‘Wc

Addmonally, | would apprectate it if you would rovude me;wrth;a'tetephone number nd the' best o
@47 /[ I/‘%u— v

SR Thank you for your tlme and cooperatlon Your hetp is greatly apprecrated Piease feel free to . :
0 contact me at 973 334 6561 if you have any questrons i R : :

-

~ Luke Schiada S
. AlrSafety Investigator- | -




National Transportation Safety Board

v' Telephoh_e Me‘rrlorandum

Date: June 28 2002 _
Person Interviewed: _ .

Present:- Luke Schiada,' Witness Group
. 'S'ubject: DCAOZMAOO’I’,_Witness Interview
-W|tnessed the subject accident airplane whlle driving across the Cross Bay Boulevard
' -Bndge toward the Rockaway s. During our conversation, he stated:
: _' He used to live in the Rockaway s and ourrently operates a flower shop He observed the

~airplane off his right "wobbling” in the distance. The airplane was “very low”" and he noticed -
smoke and orange flames; however, he could not tell where it was emanating from. The

airplane was descending and it wobbled left and right, and the next thing he observed was black -

smoke rising up from the ground. He followed the smoke to the accident scene.

I - e that he observed the airplane for about 8 to 10 seconds and did not observe L

any parts separate from the airplane.

2¢



" FD-302 (Rev. 106-95) ¢

'“:S1reet, Rockaway, New York,
4990, home telephone number

-~ Beach 129th Street in. Queens, ‘New York. After belng adv1 ed of ,

" the iname of ‘theinterviewing: Agent ‘and’ the nature ‘and purpose of ST
f-the 1nterv1ew, prov1ded the followrng 1nformatlon. S

- was drlva,ng hlS automoblle across the Marlne ,

e arkway Brldge when ‘he’ observed ani alrplane wobbllng from srde to
.~ side in the’ air’ He then'saw a ball of orange flame comlng from ’ S
o ands englne and then major: ‘black: smoke ithen lost SLght of E N
o the alrplane - dld not’ prov:.de any further mformat ion. - -

e

S e e e ._‘

AUB 3oz

'“:;}rm# 14QA NY 2806o

memiteni g vD LT L

SA Kurt F Dengler. . o ’ | B

’I’hxs document c A ' . s T R S TP BETe ISR o
S onnms nulhtr reunmntmlanom nay wnc hmmns nr lhe I‘BI l( is lhe priapeny.or e BRI and i*'k‘)mi”d SRR S s
it and us comems are not to b<, dls(rxbuted oumdt your Agem_y S e Lo IS B R 18 J0ANEA 10 your ageney;
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T DETAILS:

WY INVESTIGATION PLANE CRAQH "3 R

T SUBJECT INTERVIEW wmsss

£

1 o 1/12/01 Ar- APPROXIMATELY 1530 HOURS THE UNDERSIGNED o1 INTERVIEN wxmass

TBFT _/w 50 0F csom:zs FLORIST LOCATED ON 23 BEACH 116 STBEET, ROCKAWAY Ny,
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= Nat_i’onai‘-lTr'ans’bovr"tatifon Safety Board

_ Telephone Memorandum

»_"‘Date March 12, 2002
Person lnterwewed _

, Present Luke Schlada W|tness Group

B '_:SUbJGCt DCAOZMA001 Wltness Interwew

N [ interviewed by a witness gtoup member via telephone. ‘During”the conversation
; hestated‘ S : S o

He was home in the kttchen When he felt the house “rumble” for a brlef penod He then noticed
out of the corner of his eye, the tail of and airplane descending. He observed the airplane for a
- “split second,” before it impacted the ground and a fireball erupted. He did notobserve any

. flames or smoke prior to the airplane’s impact with the ground He also stated he dnd not’ hear

". 'any sound assomated thh the alrplane R,

e ‘—stated he did not observe any parts separatlng from the arrplane or falhng from the
sky. e

28




FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

" '_ 1 .

o FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO_N

-

o Date oftranscnptxon ll/13/2001 o

On 11/12/2001 _ resrdlng at 189 B

Street' Belle Harbor, New York, telephone. number

“was interviewed by Special Agent Jin W. Kim of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation. After being advised of the identity of. the )
~interviewing. agent and the nature of the 1nterv1ew, A
prov1ded the follow1ng information: = .
On ll/l2/2001 at approx1mately 9: 15 AM, _was
Slttlng at a table in the kitchen with his wife when he heard a.

loud plane noise from outside. -He 1mmed1ately looked out: through’

the kitchen window and observed a tail end of a plane falling .

stralght down from the sky.  He did not know where it landed.but.

his kitchen window faced Northwest. Planes usually do’ not. fly

low in his neighborhood. However, this plane appeared to have
'~ been flying low because of the loud engine noise it made. _

was unsure if the tail end of the plane which he observed was '
- detached from the rest of the plane as it fell from the sky.

»

Investigationon ~__11/12/2001 o Belle Harbor, New York -

CFiex 149A-NY-280669-302 _ Datedictared

by SA Jin W. Klm(ﬁmk,

- This document contains “neither recommendations nor concluswns of the FBL." It is the property of the FBI and is, Xoaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be dlstrxbuted outside your agency. - i

-

28




. FD-302 (Rey. 10-6-95)

" FEDERAL-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION = -~

. Basement apartment,  telephone
"through a translator,
. “employed by Joseph. Iandolo Landscaping and was worklng in the»

. area of Beach. 130th Street and Rockaway Beach Boulevard on - -
7»November 12, 2001 ' S TS A X -

wasc interviewed -

_stated that at about 9: 15 A M, November 12,

‘Date of transcrxptxon ll / 1. 4 / Ol -

Brooklyn, New York'i

“a co-worker. _1s

'f200l, he had ‘heard a ‘loud ‘noise. ‘and looked up to see an alrplane _fe

'> flying low over the. area _sald that he could see: that -the
“left wing was on fire: and the: wings were’ dlpplng left "and rlght

stated' that he heard no explosron ‘while the plane was in.

the air, only the: exp1051on upon- impact with” the. ground
v_sa;d that_he ran_for safetyﬁwhen:the,plane_crashedv

-~
»
-

":meBBMn@155ll/l4/Olr':' Queens, ‘New York ™

: JFue# 149A-NY- 280669 302 7"7",'- Lo puedpmer, 11/14/01

‘oA RICHARD P MIKA

' Thls document contams nelther recozmnendauons nor concluswns of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is 1oaned to your agency, o
it and its contents ate nat fn he distributed antside vOur agenev. : :
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National Transportation Safety Board

e

Telephone Memorandum

Date: June 26, 2002

Person Interviewed: _

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group

Subject: DCA02MAO001, Witness Interview

_witnessed the subject accident airplane from his residence located at 125 Beach
124" Street, Apartment L. During our conversation, he stated:

A window in his apartment over looked Jamaica Bay, and while his was getting dressed, he
looked up and observed what he believed was “the belly of an airplane;” however he did not
remember observing any engines or tail surfaces. The airplane was in view at an elevation of
about 20 degrees from the window. The airplane was perpendicular to his vision, in an “almost
90 degree turn” toward the right, descending. He did not observe any smoke or fire until the
airplane disappeared from his view. He then observed a large explosion and smoke rising from
the ground. He did not recall observing any specific parts separate from the airplane; however,
he did observe “some debris” falling.

a»

I - stimated that he observed the airplane “for about 5 seconds.” He was 73 years
old and a retired stationary engineer. He added that is was his job “to be observant.”

-




S Jamuaryi17,2002

o ”-er Luke Schrada
‘»3»-‘:‘_~'A1r Safety Investrgator : o
w7 National Transportatron Safety Board '
SRR \f-"_--_f"5‘~2001 Route 46, Suite 504 ML

A 'Parsrppany, New Jersey 07054

REv Statement of what I wrtnessed of Flrght 5 87 Amerlcan Arrlrnes Crash:
Con November 12 2001 rn Belle Harbor NY ;

i ‘:_; ‘-v-‘My‘name 15— andIlrve at 267 Beach 130th Street Belle Harbor :
**5"iéﬂttY'11694 e ShE e tc,,,.,~*‘j
PR . “On the mormng Of Monday, November 12 2001 at approxrmately 9 lO a m Iwas in my
L :'71%'.:;.klt0hen I Was Standmg at my stove whrch looks out at Beach 13 I Street I was borhng some

5 egps and a few mrnutes later I heard a very loud snapprng sound Then rrght after that I heard a

e norse that sounded lrke the Concord 1 ducked down m my krtchen because it sounded hke 1t was | &y

s ",;'_l /nght over my apartment and it was VERY VERY LOUD

At that t1me I was standrng at my stove lookmg out the wrndows andI saw the arr get

f;t'very blurry and 1t looked lrke rt was rn a wavy motron By that I mean 1t looked hke the arr 1n the S -

T i‘?-’ldesert when rt is so' hot but worse All of a sudden I saw, what looked hke a huge bullet on ﬁre g

i Ut came down at a very shght angle and crashed mto the Lawler s house I saw no wrngs Just thrst o

Rk ‘”:-.'_‘.‘;_:-lal ge obJeot that looked lrke a. huge bullet on ﬁre Then there was a huge explosron The ﬁre and
,:"_ff:smokewas all around myhouse i e f T ) e
' It got very hot in my krtchen so I ran to the bathroom because there 1s no wrndow that

e v:":,__":vfaces 13 1“ street but 1t was even hotter in there so I Just went to the front of the house and ran out' L -

a v*:j{';_-l’._,':?'onto the deck | A R o

L .. . o T saw my land ady, _her two chrldren and her mother runnrng out of the

S R ;‘house I yelled out to her and they all turned and looked up They screamed to me to Jump

k.-i “J ump Rosemary, Just Jump” ' At that trme _ from across the street carne runmng
b A.f‘:_"-?-over and he. stood at the stoop He sa1d for me to Jump and he would try and catch me “They 'v ‘.: ".»

e ;{_were ""'cr_eamrng for me to Jurnp So I sat down on the gutter andt"l " rnped down onto the stoop
_broke my. fall and we rolled down the starrs together We got up and we all ran

;a_cross‘ythe street:‘t _ ouse. R R




i Everythmg behmd our house was on ﬁre w1th huge ﬂames shootlng UP 1nto the a1r IOtS Of

i :',v‘,.-"black smoke and loud poppmg sounds Smoke was commg out of the sewers

- WoskPhone amter




33?‘3

ﬁg&ilnmamumnm .
R rosnouAmw,4w)u

'Tllljv;:l t1oa t. :

<, FOCURHO, Conﬂzim No. T In'l‘sﬂepoti : :H‘*

“Qule 91009, Report Dau Asuom

“14-12-01:

complalnml ] Nxme

T CompinteNlewd 0 In Patson.,

. »8u§lnes§ Telebhgl)'e‘ ;

Hair bmo/

L gyeglasses: C) Sunglagses o iy

‘f oo Rigkaame, FlrstName, Allag

YOI

e R

T o B

S8 T eyagnstas, 0 Sunghasses
) Nicknzmz‘. Flfsl.Ntmu,"Allu : "Scu}' ):An’(ki‘"M
: (Conllnw InDs

~AREA WITHIH BOX FOR DETECTIVE/LATENT FINGERPRINT, OFHCER ONLY TNIS BOX WILL BE U
FULLY COMPLETED. WHEN USING: THIS FORM TO' CLUSE A CASE N0, RESULTS RS DR

,DYes DNo‘-‘ : D,‘-«

Yliness lr\urvllwod n ,Pmor\,
0 Yes 0 He O

» Make Enuy In Baoy Re.lime on Dot e ] G Sedl TR Tor Mmimry momm Re, Hm ouo
mmes Addlmes ST e, N0 1 Evldenu Obulned AN

", Gig

Comph!nm! Vlewed pholos - .-
-0 O je) Reluaed D Fvlwe l

- oRoE
b bk

Wnne:s Vlcwed Pholos p

C) Yes DRe{used D;Fuwre

, ,Scma Pholos - | .. .mullnnlbe!‘zlll)l
e No'# o,

o

H CKosIno Case, "No Resuns ! cmck Appwprlm Box And sme Juslmcallan In Delalls
=, 001 Improper Referral - " 002 Inaccurale Facls -

-DETAILS!

C-[06-3 Mo Evidenca” a1 10, .04 Uncoopera(lva Complalnam DC»S_".‘..’Lea'ds'"‘Exh'é'usied‘;',: B

g I her, v'kitchen'whe 5he heard two distinet roises,

~bang“followed: by a whistling ‘sound”;."She ‘looked. out’ of har™ window;located ‘above-the:
“kitchen sink. and-obiserved a’plane-rapidly descending’ vertically owards the  ground
.he'described" the. plane s be'mg ‘ory, fir without‘wings and appearin ta ook Like:

which wers located_dxrectly"in' two. lots losated

mdiatlby'left her: kitchen and went: {nto ‘an;'adjacent bath
plo fen 'intense tgat she’ had to “lemye ‘the bath ,

) S .
kitehen window,: The- plabe”exploded sending . flames ‘and smoke )
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R
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N ‘_ _‘-"'De,aer Schxada

141 Beach 122 street.
Rock'away,NY 116_94 B

My na,me is _andI wltnesscd the crash of thht 587 Ireside at 141

S E :Beach 122 street. At the time of the crash I was in my backyard. “While I was in the backyard, I
.. was talking on the telephone. Ithen heard a noise which, at first, reminded me of the Concorde.

However, I quickly realized the sound was much louder than the Concorde.: At this point T
looked in the direction of 129 street facing Jamaica Bay. I saw thht 587 at-a low elevation.-

f The plane was shaking side to side as it was descending downward. The plane actually appeared |
* closer to my residence then the vicinity of where the plane crashed. -As it was coming down the :

“nose of the plane was facing to the right of my backyard. Isaw the plane shaking for
~ approximately thirty seconds when there was a ball of fire in the rear section of the plane. Once
- the ball of fire was visible the engme scparatcd from the plane As the plane was going down

the engine began to fall to the left. The engine scemed as if it was ﬂymg in my direction. Once

- the plane descended to the level of the homes I lost sight of the plane, Once the plane crashed

my phone went dead. I'was in shock at this point and do not rcmember any other noises besides. _

" the noise prior to the fire.

- I greatly appreciate you 1nvest1gat1ng thls crash As a rcmdcnt of Rockaway, Ifeel I have
the right to know the cause of this crash. Having to live-with the vision of Flight 587 crashing is
extremely painful. ‘I feel knowmg the cause would help me g'reatly Feel free 1o contact me if.
 you would like to ask me any further guestions, Tama college student, so my telephone number

" while college is in session is While college is out of session my telephone
S number 13_ Thank you for allowmg me to vmce my account of thE crash of
,'_thht587 - R . S T T

-~ Sincerely,

January 16,2002

»
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©EDY302 (Reév. 106:95)

' FEDERAL BURFAUOF INVESTIGATION . .

G Détav.of'.t‘favn's"_z:r“i;;t_ioﬁ“, . 1]_/ 13 /2 ) Ol -

L , On 11/12/2001 : R
B Rockv1lle Center, .New York, telephone number’ . .was .
“interviewed:outside l37th Street, Belle Harbor, New York. -After .-
“being advised of theé. identity of the 1nterv1ew1ng Agent. and the -
. purpose of the - 1nterV1ew, h_'proxuded the follow:Lng -
'1nEormatlon : e W - :

- ‘ _was worklng on a constructlon s1te on’ Marlne R
Parkway Brldge when, ‘at’ about 9:15.a.m. ‘his partner,. i
£ to _ the explosion’ of a plane in the sky.. .-
B _.,'-Mthen looked up towards the sky.and ‘saw a’ plane 'full of;
~ flames and smoke. . The. plane:was g01ng down southeast of the ' -
- bridge. observed two. pilec _olane fall into. thel e
‘water about. 100 yards Off ‘the land. could not’' see the- .
. ‘rest of the plane go down. ‘was worklng for KISKA e
'_'CONSTRUCTION Whltestone, New York O Ce

.Invuusmun ot 11/12/2001 4 al Be]_le Harbor New YOI'k

" l~|le v 1491\ NY 280669 302 S EREIE ‘ Dale dactated 11/13/2001
."by“ SA Paul N HarrlsQﬁ e , R L S

Thns do«.umuu <,onlams ncxther rctolmhcndauons nor concluuons of lhc PBI lt is: th propcrly of the FBI and is' loaned 0 your uy,m,y . C 3{
$23 niialda vnne amanoy . . Lo . LT L R ; : L




FD-302 (Rev..10-6-95)

-1

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 1 l/ l 6 /2 0 O 1

Melksham, Wlltshlre, "England, was adv1sed of the -
“identities of the interviewing agents and the purpose of the L
interview. Also present was GEORGE SANTIAGO of -the Port .
Authority Police Department provmded the followxng ‘

'bwnformatlon

_-was_ a passenger of BRITISH AIRWAYS
' Flight #178, scheduled to leave New York's JOHN F. KENNEDY
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT at 9:00 a.m. - on. November 12, 2001 for .
'London ’ 2 T o T

_ She was 51tt1ng'1n'seat 520, a window seat in Economy o
Class, on the ‘right side of the alrplane Shortly after- L
9:00 a.m. on November 12, 2001, as th lane was waiting in-a

- queue of other airplaneg for takeoff eh looked cut the .
window and observed an alrplane with: its nose down in a rapldbk
descent toward the ground. - As- the plane impacted the ground, she"

bserved flames and smoke shoot up from the ‘area of impact.
advised she basically saw what she thought was an
intact alrplane explode upon hitting the ground. She did not see
the plane on fire as it descended. She further advised there was:
no debrls falling from the sky elther 1n the area above the '
blmpact or - adjacent areas. :

invcstigatbn on 11/12/2001 at Queéﬁsl New York

Flle ¥ 149A-NY-280669-302 - .  Datedictated 11/12/2001
_ SA MICHAEL O'MAHONEY, LT A _ T
by _SA ROBERT M. LEWI‘CKI:(RML:clml . ce - S 36

“This document contains neither recormnendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the propcrty of thc FBI and is. loa.ned to your agcncy oo

e Bi et b ad Avsbnidae tralie Adanov . : e (\L/j\




LBt 7 T - One Path Plaza, Jersey City, N. J. 07806 . TEL.EXT. (201) 248.6800 1"
S + POLICE CRIMINAL COMPLAINT * .. - "
~ FOLLOW-UP REPORT )

e - Date 11/02/01 FoHow—up# S
ko -_UF 61 Number- Agency Facility - County of Offense CC R Number o

‘ S N B 03 FJFKJA | -Queens -1 22230/01.
| Complaint - .~ .+, - S CoooflawiSect - ['P.A Crme | Dale Occurred .. | Loc Code o
| Investigate. Arrcraft Cmsh SRR + o | Code: Wl 1 000 ®iny- DNJ
2 Compla!nt ' : S e Law(Sect © . | PA Crime | Day Oceurred., | Time Occurred (From To) R
SRR j- R R Code | Monday. - | 0915 Hrs . L
Piace ofOccurrence (Address) N Date Réported Trme Reporied .. |
Dinside © R Oulslde Bel I Harbour Queens Amerrcan Anlrnes Flrght #587 11/12/01 ... 1.0915 His-
Complamams Name. ’ 3 - e ) ) Race .| Age’ Area Cd ~ Bus Tere
People State of New York S L DM DF :
Complainant's Address ' - e T e : Area Cd —Home Tele
People State of New' York e DR R :

-i|-8u it ) [jArrested Int,erviewed_." Sex Race
g T R B |

Suspect's Address - T T T T TTTHRL . Wt
--E-Wﬂtshirw-& SR S

Soc; Sec: Number -

"PA. Arest# . | B.Number .

- | Suspsct's Name (Last, First, Initial) C_]Arrested —[interviewed .| Sex - ..~ [ Race . | Date-of Bith.~ . Age Phon‘er', '
| Suspect's Address ™ o [ oo Hgt e Wt Hair - Eyes - | 8SN - =
PA Arrest# . B. Number
' . Bol of Gecurrance = Eot. .\/o'uvcher‘N_o. ] AIarm No. - . © . ] Docket Number“ L T Court Da(e i '-Cour‘( R
~UNYPD 100th - o) 0o o o ] ' ' R |
i Magistrale» S . Dlsposiﬂon o Case Closed [_'_JByArresl Gase Open o s Records Sectlon Only

. (J'By Other - [0 Unfounded: | . [ tnactive’ EActrve DMaslerLog O MNIFite. | -
De(a(ls ofComplaln( Include AdditlonaISuspects Complalnants W|tnesses Summanze Detail ofComplamt : R .

On November 12“‘ 2001 the repomng detectrves were assrgned to assrst in the mvestrg'\tron of the crash of
‘American Airlines ﬂrght#587 ‘The event was the cause of destruction.and damage to residence and busmess :
establrshments at that ocatron as we l as tre deaths of. mdrvrduals on the ground and on board the aucr aft.

At 1400 an rntervrew was conducted Wrth _at Brmsh Anways Conference room-
was ‘seated in 52J with her husband N seat 521, I st:tcd she saw what o
1ooked like & triangle falling in the sky and then saw the Ancraft go nose down mto the ground causmg & brg‘

1l of ﬂame and smoke

-

The mtervrew was conducted in the presencc ofthe followmg persons Sl o '.: SRR .
1. Mrke O Mahoney F B, I
2: Robert Lewicky FBI ,
’ o - = - s ; B A . _'fax ﬁogistrr Number‘ o ‘:' 4 .
Arrestlng/investrgatrng Offlcer 9 Gl Shield Numbe’ _ Registry Numbe S .
- Der (ol SAM,.A 60 P s 130 . . $9272

Tour Commander R

Date R Facrllty Commanding Ofncer P R Da_t'e




| Natio_nal*T‘r_an_s‘_po'rtatiOn Safety Board

-Date January9 2002

- Person lntervrewed _

.Subject DCAOZMA001 Wltness lntervrew

- _W|tnessed the subject accrdent and contacted the Safety Board after he reoerved a

request to provrde a written statement of his observatlons Dunng our conversat|on he stated:

He had Just exrted the Walbaums supermarket Iocated on 116”‘ Street and Beach Channel
- Drive. He noticed several individuals looking up at the sky and'when he looked up, he observed
“|ots of debris,” and the accident arrplane traveling in a southwest drrectlon _

‘observed pieces falling from the right side of the airplane and heard “loud engine noise.” Whrle |

he was not'certain if the tail section remained on the airplane; he did state that the “tail seemed
o '|ntact " The airplane’s wings “rocked back and forth” several times. ‘It then banked Ieft and
o "nose dived stralght down S - :

' "-'_estrmated he observed the alrplane for6to 7 seconds and at no time did he observe
~+ any.smoke or fire:coming from the airplane prior to the impact with the ground -
been a resrdent of the Betle Harbor area for over 20 years. . .. . o .

‘Luke Schiada :
g AlrSafetyInvestrgator‘ :

Telephone Memorandum
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B Ty P I S on chenber 13 2001 at appmmately 1820 Ihom:s the’ mﬁersigxeﬂ

i speak td" the sbove indivdal by telephine redarding the above | imvestigaticn.This ]
Coddvidual-stites that en-11/12/01 at- approximately 0915 be was ‘éxiting the. waldbawzs o
" shopping ‘centere .on’ BCD ‘when he obdserved. three. to five mdles! lodking s}ﬁmazd ‘He. look
w1 - dnto ‘the sky: and observe'an ai.tplane rocking: glightly and . then’ :a'plece of t
] -+ Pléne. blow off-the other:side”of ‘the fuselage.The. aircraft then’ “left, and them .
il came straight -down: to .the’ ground AT §plit second aftexwardss 4. ‘blasck and crange ‘clond.
1 did rise’ appm:dmate_ly three hundred feet ‘into ‘the’ alr, He ‘states’ H:hat: when- the plane "
W CLHit the ground ‘the’ coc)qait was' facing southbozmd ‘and-the left. wing which: be. beleivee
LTl wes  8td1l- intact wass pointing inten” eagtexly direction, After tl}e impact thére wes
e} sllvery piem of:; debris st:x_u falling into the -bay from whexe. the ‘plane: had been
SR i”flying. . . SRR
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~ To whom it may concern, My name is [ 1 responding
- to the letter I was sent about my eyewitness account of the flight 587. On the
- morning of Nov. 12, 2001 I was on'my friend I boat. We were drifting
- inthe water off of Beach Channel Dr and 177" st.. We were both standing
- inthe back of the boat (facing west) I was leaning over untangling lines when
- Iheard a popping sound, my friend [ yelled “ Look up at this plane”,
.~ WhenTIlooked up I heard a loud sucking sound, (the plane was heading south
- and was at about 1’oclock in my eyesight aprox. 6001t.) at this point pieces
- from around the middle of the plane were flying back towards the tail.I could
- not tell if they were from the right or left wing or from the fuselauge nor the
- engines. Now at the same time the plane started to drop the right wing
- showing us the belly where I observed smoke(around the middle between the
- wings and engine) at this same instant I saw the pieces that were coming off
- the plane hitting the tail which at that point the tail tore off: At this point the - .
~ Dlane continued its roll, the plane than went belly up to the sky, and than just
-~ nose dived into the ground the belly of the plane facing south. From the time
~ I'seen the plane till the time it crashed I never lost sight of it (I still see it over

: - and over again}. As for the time I observered it, it took no longer than 10

. seconds, after the tail came off it was no more than 6 seconds before it hit
~+ .~ down. IfI could be of any more help please call me, My #
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v _ o SRR - T Datéof‘;r.;‘ms_k;ripti‘ox%“;‘ ,J___]_j.19/01.> |
- oo I B -,
NY, MENNNNNR, Was contacted by the writer, and advised of
Che identity of the writer and the purpose of the contact. -The
following is a summary of the information provided Dby | ' '

- advis‘ed’,that he was fishing in Ja‘maica Bay. oh ',the'mq'rn'i'ng :
of November 12, 2001, when he heard a loud pop from the sky. o
stated that he looked up in the sky and witnessed a plane

have part of a wing break off and appear to hit thé tail section,
- which subsequently separated from the plane. _then observed’
the plane on fire, 'and noticed the plane tilt to one'.side, ang . '
plummet to the ground. |l advised that debris continued to
fall into the bay, and he began to assist the NYPD Marine Bureau .
in recovering the debris. ‘ﬁ.be‘lieves that it was Boat #31I
that he assisted. Tl R e -

TI/TE 0T . O —QUEETTST NY

Investigation on at

-

CFiles _ 149A-NY-280669+50 2 “/7{:‘* _ Dwediemed . 11/17/01

by William K. Hekel, /

,Thfs doc.umem‘contains neither reconunéndations nor conclusions of the FBL, It is the prqpeny of the FBI and-is-loaned to your a‘ggncy; o ) : 33
* it andits contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. o : -, L =
’ ' ’ AN
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o R o ‘N_'Ovémb‘e:r 26,-200.1 o
_ Mr. Luke Schiada S
NTSB | |

~ Dear Sir,

~FBI upon returning home that day.

Twas an éyewitﬁ,ess to the crash of AA #587 on 11/ 12/01: I called my _adcoﬁnt.into the

s ama Global Marketing manager for a large chemical co'fnpanyl,"soﬂKér.lﬁéins' no

stranger to me. I was scheduled to go to Tokyo on NW.#17 leaving later that morning. 1

 took a limo from my home that day. The limo company is Re’s, of N, White Plains @
ki wamy et oo

- As'we came off the Van Wyck, paSt__fthé _hoté'l on the right, ari AA plane crossed over the

© road taking off. My driver was Dominican, and I remember he said he thought it was the’

- flight to D.R. and I remember he made a comment that they always fly an Airbus. He

also said he had a cousin leaving that day for:th'e D.R.. - remember [ thqugh_t'it. wasa.

B767.
_ A few seconds later, ﬁhe driver made ‘so‘me. excited staté}m‘ve.ht and poi'nted‘tél)v'our'_ right.” I
looked and saw a plane with the wings at a 45 degree angle (the wing on my right;

-~ looking at the.baCk of the plane was higher. I saw a bright yellow/orange ball of flame .
- coming from what I assumed to be the engine on the right side. I’msure I saw a fire, 'm

 not 100% sure it was in the engine. I knew something was very wrong. I'saw black
~ smoke trails and perhaps some parts trailing from the plane. -~~~ - :

 We were still driving and we passed a building (I th‘ink:it, was the old TWA brown
administrative building) and the plane was out of sight for a few seconds. As we passed
the building, I saw AA 587 falling straight down at a 90 degree angle, nose first.. The -

.

plane seemed largely intact as far as fuselage and wings. I did not notice the tail, it may

L or may not have been there. I would guess we watched it from about 3000 feet to under '

1000 feet and then lost it on the horizon. The plane turned slole as it was'_falling, but I
did not see it “spinning”. - - S i . _

I expectedzif to land in the water, but a few seconds later we saw the black smoke. My

driver tried to call 911, but it was busy. We were listening to 1010 WINS and they were.

' not reporting it, so'he called them. They put him on the air, that tape m@y be helpful. .

| s " I to1d me he saw a plane cr0ss in ﬁ'ont of AA587 and then he saw a flash and -

the same fire I saw.

ol hdpc ﬂﬁs helps. :Ift-you need ‘_any further détails, I c“abnv be reached at_ _

- during working hours.

-
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B '.'-,.115 Daw of txanscnpuon ll / 15 /2001

j S v ““home address, 31 Palmer Avenue, Sleepy
“Hollow, New York, employed by AKZO Co., Dobbs: Ferry, -New York,
telephone ‘number | prov:.ded his eye witness account -
 of Flt 587 which crashed on 11/12/01 in Rockaway, New York. - '

lwas advised of ‘the identities of the 1nterV1ew1ng agent

and prova.ded the follow:.ng mformatlon R '.? S

"‘E,fllght on Northwest. Airlines to Japan I - Gvised he saw. an
American Airlines. plane taklng off travellng in front of him

| was arrivmng at JFK Alrport, via'a limo, for a

going from left to .right. The llmo driver then . shouted someth:.ng_.*-_l

_ _advrsrng him to look at the plane.’ _looked and witnessed
+ the right: (starboard) ‘engine on fire" ‘and what appeared to pe
‘pieces of metal. falllng from- the. engine. _ stated ‘that his
- view was. looklng at the rear of the plane. [N bel*ieves that
" the pieces of metal falllng were fins from .the 'engine. 'The plane
was pitched at a 45 degree angle with the rlght (starboard) wing -
“‘up and. the left. (port): wing pointed to the ground . There was no -
v damage or smoke on’ the body of the plane ‘ Son

, R, va.slon was then partlally blocked by a bulldlng
: The next 1mage of the plane he saw was-the plane ina: nose dive -
"'headlng toward the ground _ dld not see the plane hit the.
ground o R SR o , S
. - The llmo compan that transported _was REY WEST
”FARE, telephone number ‘located in North White @ -
~Plains, New. York advised that the limo drivers name was .
_was extremely upset because ‘as they were
leav1ng the aﬂ.rport they: heard the flight nu.mber on’ the radio '
| was upset because hls cousrn was on, the fllght '

- 'f_'mvesﬁgluuﬁcr;' 5 11/12/2001 . :New Tofk, _New York | (telephonloally);-‘ D

o _Fne# 149A NY New S o Da:cdxctamd
‘ SA Rovyal W. Pollrtt III R AT

fbg SA Thomas Q Krall L tqk

- Tlus dou.mmm contams nexther recommendaﬁons Tor concluswns of the FBI lt is the pmpeny of the FBI and is 1oaned fo vour agenev:



"f I was standlng outside. my house [516 BeaCh lBSthfStreet:(between

Beach Channel Drive and Cronston Avenue)] on. the morning of No-
vember 12, 2001. My car- was parked on the street dlrectly in -

'h",front of ‘my house and I had just 1nserted the - key to open the }
~door when I°heard a ‘noise- I thought I recognlzed ‘as the sound of

- the ‘Concorde passing overhead I turned around (now I am facing
. my house) and looked up at the sky I saw a square silver color
box shape: w1th an orange fire ball almost covering the entire

.-»shape and an airplane (the plane was -horizontal in the sky, -

fp01ntlng toward the ocean, very close and to the right of the

n*l“box ). At this pornt I am only looking-at the plane The
- plane was so low and close 1 could read American Airlines very

clearly. I did not see any smoke or flre coming:the plane.. The:

’plane s nose. then dlpped down and the plane was moving vertical

second. I started screanming then and my- husband came running
outside. I told him a plane had- just crashed and it looked like
it was' a few blocks away. ‘He ran down the block to 1nvest1gate
(he s a NYC flreman and was at the crash 51te for most of the

']'I guesstlmate my v1ew1ng of the “box" and plane probably lasted
! total of 5 seconds

o{ M/W&m /2 100/

-

B going down. 'The plane was out of my. s1ght in what seemed like a-

»

w“ W it %Wﬁ MWW

Y
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,Luke Schlada R R L j".;_ o I
National Transportatlon Safety Board : PR R

2001 Route 46, Suite 504
R -»Parsxppany, New Jersey 07054

“ _Deaer Schlada

o On the early mormng of November 12, 21)01 I was.at 189 Beach 1 17 Street at
- my boyfrlend s house to pxck up my then 17 month old son. As his (my boyfriend’ )
- mother and I were sitting in the children’s bedroom at the rear of the house talking, I
~heard a loud noise and asked her what it was, She was facing the window and shouted
& ~that a plane was crashmg 1 Jumped up i and 1ooked out the' wmdow

" Inx response to your questlons, I have prov1ded the followmg responses g

B When I saw the axrplane it was travelmg downward in what has been
" described as a nose-dive.
- 2. 1did not observe any parts falhng from the anplane
3. 1did observe smoke and fire connng from the-airplane, I could not tell
~ whether it was coming from the engines or in that area, but I did observe black
~ smoke and mostly orange fire blowing up as the. plane was traveling down.” I
- realized that there was ﬁre and smoke about a second aﬁer I ﬁrst saw the
- - airplane. _
4." Tobserved the plane for what seemed to be forever, but what was probably

- only 30-45 seconds or shorter.
-5 1 lost site of the plane when it. crashed mto the houses Afterwards all1 could
see was thlck smoke, S :

B 'I can be reached at_ The best time to contact me is Monday-Fnday, after
6p m. Ihope this information is helpful o coo _ .
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: Date"of transcription*. S11/187 2001 a

: : On 11/12/2001 at approx1mately 110 10 AM _ '
residing a Far Rockaway, New York, =~ .
telephone was interviewed telephonlcally . After
being advised of the 1dent1ty of  the agent and the- purpose of the,
1nterv1ew,.-prov1ded the following :mformatlon ‘

S _was VlSltlng her son at- 189 Beach ll7th Street,
Rockaway Park, New York when. she ‘heard a strange n01se . She '
looked out - the window and observed a plane coming down in a nose K
dive. _saw an orange exp1051on and smoke prlor to the .

- plane impacting the ground.: "

InvcsliL\'lt]()n‘on ’ ‘11/1;7/'5001 : 'a‘l‘ Belle "Ha‘rb'o'r, New York. B g (telephenlcally) Ll
"!llc# 149A NY NY 280669 SUb 302 : - S "Iji)ulc.di,dm(cd.

Cow

by SA T;Lmothy P Bell

This document umtdm\ nenhu rcwnnmnd wions. nor u)nc,luslons of thc FBI Iis the propury of the Bl dnd is lmm,d (GR ymn (n,cn(,y / (7“7[ qz

it and its contents-are not o be distributed outside your agcncy
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R AM to 5 OO PM. My home telephone number is

. January 21,2002 o

Luke Sch1ada _ ' :
Natlonal Transportatlon Safety Board '

Dear Mr Sch1ada

e On November 12 2001 1 was on the charter ﬁleg boat “Codfather” w1th my frxend

- the _ and a Mate. We were ﬁshmg Just south of
‘_ Breezy Pomt R S S ‘

" The boat was headmg South and I was W1th the Captam watchmg the Flshﬁnder -

- and the mate were at the back of the boat. Suddenly- yelled out “Oh no, OHmy -
- God!”I turned to see him looking up at the sky. 1 looked up and saw an airplane climbing
- heading’ South. ( I was looking at the plane s underside). 1 saw something that appeared -

_ to be on fire and falling away from the left side of the plane (my right). T also saw fire

under the left wing where it joins the fuselage ‘The plane then turned over and pomted
: down spun twice on 1ts longltudmal axis and fell to the ground nose ﬁrst '

o The axrplane momentarlly dlsappeared behind the buﬂdmgs on shore There was a very

o large ﬁreball explosmn followed by very thick black smoke.

K You can contact me at my oﬁice Monday through Fr1day a_from_ 8_}:00

»Smcerely_, B

oy
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S e G 11/13/2001
on 11712/2001, —Dom ddress

— Seaford, New York, telephone I L E

was interviewed by SA John M. Mifsud and SA Dawn L. Martin =

After being. advised of the identity of the L
Illlllll o

at- his residence.
interviewing agents and the nature of the 1nterv1ew,v

provided the following informatiomn.
and a friend of hlS, Lake

Hopatcong, ‘New Jersey chartered the fishing boat "Cod Father" out

of Freeport on 11/12/2001. At around 9:00 A.M., as the boat was

‘facing south, about one mile. from Riis Park, saw a
et airplane headlng south comlng toward them. At that

passenger
oint *saw fire on the left wing near the’ fuselage.

~point
h saw something fall off the airplane near the area of the
engine. The airplane spun and turned on a front to back axis. It

I .

crashed behind some bulldlngs that were visible from the water.
"area of the ‘crash

I Gid not see any. susplc:Lous boats in the_
before or after the crash.

- hone numb_e_rs o‘f_'hJ.s frlend -
"who was . also on the boat.
saw.any'more.of the,crash_

_does not belleve that
‘than he dld o E.

nestgaionon [1/12/2001 -, 'Seaford, New York | L |
cie 4 149A-NY- 280660- 3020  Dute dietied 11/13/2001" -

SA Dawn L. Martin
by SAJMmh&hﬁﬁmMmm‘

Thls document contamq neither ret.mnmendam)m nor comlusuons of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t() your a;ency: - /\)\/%? ! W

it and ifs contents are not to he dxstrxbuted outside your ‘agency,
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AA587 Witness o

) - e -.-.-.;.v.»v-.-.‘.-.'.-.-.-,-,-.v.w-.-,---.-.s~.~,-.-m-.'.~,~.-M-.«-<~.-.-.‘.~.~.-.‘.».~.v.v

‘Sent:  Saturday, Fvebruary 02,2002 7:11 PM ‘ ‘
‘To: AASBTWIT@NTSB.GOV = =~
Subject: Flight 587 : ’ SR _
I'am a contractor working for Keyspan Energy . Me and my crew where working on the gas main at
‘the corner of Newport Ave bet, B140 st & B 139 st the American Airlines jet was moving south
and appear-to be making a turn or trying to make itself straight when suddenly one of the engines
and a piece of wing fell off the plane. The jet didn't have much altitude I ' was able to read the name
of the-airline across the silver body. The plane was making an unusual loud noise just like the
C_Oncorde_,I didn't see any flames or smoke coming out of the plane I saw the plane come to a
sudden halt right over Newport Ave & B 131 st.and it took a perfectly straight nosedive, when the
plain hit the ground a big mushroom of fire erupted from-the Airplane. After a few seconds we run
. closer to scene but, the destruction was unbeliveble we where shaking and confuse, right after that

© there were Firemen.coming from all directions: Mr, Shiada if there is anythi else that I can help
you with please do not hesitate to call me at_ ord T v

Tha nk you:. B

021042002 . LT T e e .
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~ AA587 Witness

Sent: . Monday, January 14,2002 8:33 - - - S ‘ S -
To: . AA587WIT@ntsb.gov : SRR ' )
Subject: (no subject) -~
Dear Sir, ‘ o : R
~In response to your letter of 1-2-02 my observation of Flight 587 is as follows.
. On the motning of 11-12-01 | was walking west on the beach at B.127 §t. when
suddenly | heard a loud noise and instantly looked to my right.The plane was headed
- straight towards me (about my 11 o'clock). | first noticed that the left engine had just
seperated from the wing and there were flames coming from the wing where the engine
" had been. As | stared at the plane the wings were dipping left then right back and forth
several times, it appeared the pilot was struggling to keep the plane aloft until he could
possibly reach the ocean when suddenly it just nose dived toward the ground. |
observed the plane for maybe 15-20 seconds no more then 30 seconds before it nose
dived for the ground. My final view was the plane going head first toward the ground.
- | hope that my account of the incident is helpful to you in your investigation of the
~ crash of Flight 587. If | can be of any further assistance | can be contacted any evening -
~after 7 pm at [N - work M-F btween 9am-4pm at AN EEEEEEI @
o .- R B o Sincerely, . .

“Rock. Pk, N.Y. =
11694 |

. 01/16/2002 -
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_ Rockaway, New

. York, telephone number was interviewed at his
residence. After being advised of the identity of the

.interviewing agent and the nature of the 1nterv1ew he prov1ded
the follow1ng information: v “

I s::tcd that he was walklng his dog on the beach
when he heard a loud boom sound. He then looked up and saw an
airplane and its engine separating from the airplane’s wing. The
airplane then nggled its wings and then went nose down into the

ground.
{
~
Investigation on 11/12/01 at ‘Rockaway ,- New York

File # 14 9A—NY -280669 ‘ Date qicmted

"ty SA Robert B. Booth

This docunient contains neither recommendations nor (.ondusmns of the FBL It is the propcrty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency L/l%
it and its contents.are not to be distributed oumde your agency. /




AA587 Witness

. erom:
Sent: " Sunday, January 13,2002 10:09 AM
~To: AA587W1T@NTSB GOV
Subject acmdent involving Amencan Alrhnes fl|ght
1/13/ 02

Att: Luke Schiada - . ' R .
Air'Safety Investigator - ’ R ' '

Thank you for your correSpondence on 1/9/02.
‘ My husband son of eight years and-I thnessed the plane prlor to the crash

We were JUSt gettmg out of our car, which was parked in the parkmg lot of the Sunset diner,
located approxxmately at the intersection of Beach Channel Drive and Newport Avenue at-Beach
116 street, Of the two parking lots we were in the one closer to Beach 117 street. My husband
was locking the car doors as my son and I'walked towards the diner entrance. WHen we were in
the middle of the parking lot I looked up. I don't recall exactly why I looked up. It must have
been an unusual sound. My son and I saw something flying toward the rear of the plane. I

. couldn't understand what it was. It appeared to be the shape of a barrel. I followed the direction

of the plane, which, at that.time, appeared to be parrallel to the ground; heading toward the ocean

(as opposed to the bay). 1 notlced flames on the left side of the plane. I don't know if I noticed the

flames when I noticed the barrel shaped item flying toward the rear of the plane, = It looked as if

something was missing from. the plane, I didn't know what It was. . | thought it was a wing.

As I saw the barrel shaped |tem ﬂylng alongsnde the plane I screamed "Oh my God Oh my God".
This caused my husband, who was still busy with the car, to look up. He looked up from a distance
closer to Beach 117 street as opposed to the middle of the parking lot. I was screaming call 911 to
some people who had gathered at the door to the diner, who obviously either saw the plane or saw
me flailing my arms-in the parking lot and came to the door. By the time my husband looked up
he saw pieces of the shell of the plane flying off the plane as well as flames from the left side of the
plane. The plane appeared to be closer than it actually was. We estimated it was flying over
Beach 119 street from our vantage point. We thought it probably crashéd on B119 street and-

- Newport Avenue, We then reahzed that we did not hear the crash sound and thought it probably
was closer to our home, which is on Beach 138 street. In actuality it fell on Beach 131 street. My
‘husband recalls hearing an unusual, loud motor sound. I don't recall the sound. I was amazed

" that no sooner did I see the plane in a horizontal position when it seemed to just nosedive. My
~husband believes he saw the plane corkscrew as |t nosedived. Ijust recall it diving straight

' down

My son saw essentlally the same image that I saw as we were on the same spot when the plane
went through its- various phases of the crash. : :

.. The ‘entire scenario took place in under two minutes.

If you n'eed to contact us our-home number is - You can best reach us in the evening.

~ " Sincerely,

—and_

oviamez ..'- _' S d.d d V 5.'°‘? S | |
SRR B e L e T 1"2::’ ,



'ED-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) o v . o -

-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

~ Date of transcription .~ .11 /79/200
see , . ——

| and [N |
Queens, New York, telephone ‘were

interviewed by FBI Special Agents Kevin Humphreys and Hyo Kang.
After being advised of the identities of the interviewing agents
and the nature of the interview, the N rovided the
following information: ‘ :

v At approximately 9:00 a=m., the_were at the
diner on 116th ‘Street with their son. As they were getting out
of the car, —heard a loud noise and looked up. The
noise was very loud and pulsating. .They both saw the plane .
heading south towards the beach. 'They could see the left side of
the plane, but could not see the left wing. There was flame in
the middle of the plane. A “barrel” flew off the plane.
‘Suddenly it nose dived into the ground. '

Investigation on 11/12/2001 at - Queens, Néw York : R -

File# 149A-NY-280669 | ' Date dictated
SA Kevin J. Humphreys T
by SA Hyo T. Kang

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to-your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ) )





