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National Transportation Safety Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

Date: July 3, 2002 

Person Interviewed: -------------------

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group 

Subject: DCA02MA001 , Witness Interview 

------------witnessed the subject accident airplane while he was walking on Beach 133‘‘ Street, 
------------ng Newport Avenue. During our conversation, he stated: 

He heard a “different kind” of airplane engine noise, he described as “ laboring.” He looked up 
and observed the airplane heading southeast. He also observed the right wing separate from 
the airplane and “something illuminate” near the right wing, followed by white smoke. The 
airplane then began to descend. He further described the illumination as a “flash of light”, and 
he was not certain if he observed the right wing separate before or after the flash. ------------
stated he was “not sure” if the flash he observed was a fire and he did not recall ob-------------y 
“flames.” The airplane was descending “straight down.” He knew the airplane was going to 
crash and “looked away.” 

------------was 73 years old, and semi employed as an accountant. He estimated he observed 
------------ne for about 8 to 10 seconds. 





. 



Date of transcription 

was interviewed at his residence. After being ad-------------
identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the 

----- was his apartment on the morning of November 
proximately 9:15am, he heard a very loud noise, 

The noise sounded like an airplane. ------initially assumed that 
it was the Concorde/SST flying over his ---se. ----- 2t:ated that 
airplanes normally fly directly over Belle Harbor to and from JFK 
Airport and that the Concorde had just resumed flying into and 
out of JFK Airport last week after a long absence. -----N sensed 
that something was wrong because the airplane nois------too loud 
and sounded to close so he looked out his back window. ------
saw a commerci airplane'that was flying much too low o------
residential neighborhood. 

-- stated that th flying towar 
ground with the nose of the plane pointing down. 
pieces falling off the plane,while it was still airborne. 
Initially,-------believed that it was 'white pieces of paper tha; 
he saw. A-----later realized that it was actually pieces of the 
aircraft that were falling off the plane. ------stated that he 
never saw flames coming from the aircraft while it was still in 
the air. ------then felt a shake and heard an explosion as the 
aircraft c-----d into the ground. ------then saw a plume of 
black smoke rise several blocks fr------ residence. ----- later 

Number 587. 

----- saw white 
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Date of transcription 1 1 / 14 / 0 1 

---11/12/01,-----------------, telephone number 
----- was interviewed in the vicinity of 131st Street and 
Newport Drive, Belle Harbor, New York. After being advised of 
the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature g f  the 
interview,--------- provided the following information: 

-------- stated he was driving West on Shore Front 
Drive, Be---------r, New York when he heard a muffled type sound. 
-------- looked up and saw American Airlines flight 587 with 
--------ack smoke under the right side of the plane. According to 
--------- the plane was heading in a South/South Westerly 
---------. - 

-------- stated he saw a piece of the aircraft, 
possibly from the right side, fall o f f .  -------- was t o o  far 
away to determine what the part was. -------- claimed when the 
part fell o f f  the plane, the plane  almost immediately veered to 
the left and nose dived straight into the ground. 

L 

rnvewgatioii on 11 / 12 / 0 1 at Queens, New York 

File # 1.4 9A-NY - 2 8 0 6 6 9 - Sub3 02 

by SA Daniel P .  Mckenna 
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arrived at the hotel, 
seated on a couch, a 

------- gave this ac 
s staff sent here to 













Dear Luke Sc  i g d a  a t  t h e  NTSB, 
A t  about  on t h e  day of Nov 12Th I w a s  c o m i n g  o u t  of t h e  c o f f e e  and sandwich 

shop on t h e  c o r n e r  o f  116Th S t  and newport Auve when I w a s  l ook ing  i n t o  t h e  s k y  d r i n k i n q  my c o f f e e  
when I n o t i c e d  an American a i r l i n e r  f l y i n g . 1  though t  t o  myself imagine I f  t h e y  h i j a c k e d  Tt.Next T 
could  n o t  imagine what T saw n e x t ( T  saw t h e  a i r c r a f y  make a t h i r t y  deg ree  t u r n  i n  f l i g h t ( W i t h  t h e  
l e f t  hand ex tended  and t h e  pinky t u r n i n g  l e f t  T t  maid a t u r n  and p i eces  beqan t o  f l y  o f f  of  t h e  a i r  
c r a f t , w h a t  I saw c o m i n g  o f f  o f  I t  o r  apearded t o  m e  as a wing f lap.Then T t  b e l l y  d ived  b u t  b e f o r e  
I t  crashed  I t  had a spiral  motion then  nosed d ived .Tt  f e l l  so close t o  where my mother was s l e e p i n g  
I s a i d  oh my God.1 r a n  home and woke my mother and t o l d  h e r  a p l ane  c rahed  down t h e  block.Then T 
went i n t o  t h e  s t reet  I saw c roeds  and fdremen s o  I f e l t  s i n c e  I w a s  i n  t h e  service 7: cou ld  pse  my 
expe r i ence , , I  began t o  h e l p  ano the r  c i t i z e n  i n  h e l p i n g  d i r  ct  t f f i  W e  ere p r e t t y  s u c c e s s f u l 1  i n  
t h a t . 1  went an  bought food and f irst  a i d  f o r  t h e  f i remen,  
s t r u n i n g  through t h e  f lowers  whem I found t o  be a p a r t  o f  t h a t  c r a shed  a i r l i n e r , s i n c e  I was i n  t h e  
Navy,I know about be ing  a p l ane  cap ta in .1  t a x i e d  a i rcraf t  i n  Naval a i r s t a t i o n  Corpus C h r i s t i e  Texsa! 
Then became an A i r t r a f f i c  C o n t r o l l e r  aboard t h e  USS K i t t y  Hawk CV-63.So I know what a i r c r a f t  are 
maid o u t  o f , T h i s  appear&& t o  be a small par t  of d e b r i  from arond t h e  t a i l  s e c t i n  on t h e  f u s i l o g u e  
is.It had a miss ing  r i v e t  and one i n t a c t c t . I t  measurements were three inches  by Two. 
S i n c e r l y  what I f e l t  what I s a w  I t  almost seemed t h a t  t h a t  a i r l i n e r  w a s  t a r g g e t e d  t o  t h a t  neighbor-  
hood . l t  j u s t  had t h a t  appearance t o  It 's f a t e .  

g u s t  FRe o h e r  Yay I was on my porch 



National Transportation Safity Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

Date: February 5, 2002 

Person Interviewed:-----------------------------

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group 

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview 

--------------------witnessed the subject accident airplane from the corner of 116th Street and 
Newport Avenue, as he exited a coffee shop. He submitted a written statement to the Safety 
Board, and provided the following additional information: . 
He did not observe any smoke or fire emanating from the airplane at anytime during tiis 
observation. He reiterated that he observed the airplane in a left turn, when “pieces began to 
fall off,” he believed one of the pieces was a “wing flap.” The airplane then began to nose dive 
and “spiraled down” to the ground. 

--------------------stated he was retired from the Navy, where he was involved in air traffic control. 
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

r1/13/2001 
Date of transcription 

On 11/12/2001, ---------------, DOB--- address 

---------------------, Freep----------------elep----- --
------------------ the company of ----------- -----, DQB-
address------------, Wantagh, New ------------one --

an the c----------- "Cod Father" at the Woodcleft --------
Station, Freeport, New York by SA John M. Mifsud and Dawn L. 
Martin. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing 
agents and the nature of the interview.-------- provided the 
following information. 

----- is t------- on the boat. They were fishing with two 
passengers,--------- ------- and --------- --------. ------- advised that 
the bo--------wo and a quarter miles off R i i s  ------each facing 
south.-------- advised that at 9:15 A.M. one of the passengers 
said Illook up" and ------- saw flames coming from the right wing 
6f a passenger jet airplane. One of the customers aw something 
fall from the plane. The plane spiraled down, hit he ground and 
then he saw smoke.-------- advised that because the diesel 
engines on the boa--------unning, he did not hear any strange 
noise or an explosion from the plane. 

------- is the owner of the charter boat " C o d  Father." 
z 

c 

* - 

c 
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- 11/12/2001 at Freeport, New York Investigation on 

File # 149A-NY-280669-302 Ddte dictated 3/200 
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On 11/15/2001,------------------- -as 
interviewed at his residence,-----------------------, Valley 
Stream, New York, telephone n------ ---Special Agent 
Christopher J. LaManna. ------ wa--------------he identity of 

after 
which he provided the following information: 

- the interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview, 

------ indicated that on 11/12/2001 he was working as a 
flagman for Asplund Tree Expert Co. at or about 108th Street 
where Rockaway freeway ends in the Rockaways. While walking on 
the center divider he looked up and observed ------- whose tail 
looked like it had expanded and was on fire. ------ indicated 
that as the plane started to turn he saw the -------rizontal 
stabilizer (looking from the back of the plane) fall away from 
the aircraft. 
fall from the aircraft and was unsure if the tail section was on 
or not as the plane approached the ground. 

He indicated that he did not see anythiqg else 

- 

- 
I 

* 
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by - SA Christopher J. LaManna 

21 ument contains neither recomnendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; -- 
/u973-- it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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National Transportation Safety Board 

TeI ep ho ne Mem ora nd um 

Date: June 26,2002 

Person Interviewed: ---------------------

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Graup 

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview 

----------------witnessed the subject accident airplane from Il ls  residence located at 125 Beach 
1 24.‘h Street, Apartment 6L. During our conversation, he stated: 

A window in his apartment over looked Jamaica Bay, and while his was getting dressed, he 
looked up and observed what he believed was “the belly of an airplane;” however he did not 
remember observing any engines or tail surfaces. The airplane was in view at an elevation of 
about 20 degrees from the window. The airplane was perpendicular to his vision, in an “almost 
90 degree turn” toward the right, descending. He did not observe any smoke or fire until the 
airplane disappeared from his view. He then observed a large explosion and smoke rising from 
the ground. He did not recall observing any specific parts separate from the airplane; however, 
he did observe “some debris” falling. 

~ 

--------------- estimated that he observed the airplane “for about 5 seconds.” He was 73 years 
old and a retired stationary engineer. He added that is was his job “to be observant.” 
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.... .\ 1 >.l.l..l..l..,ll > . ,, ,.l,.\.,, ,.. 

Sent: Monday, January 14,2002 8:33 
To: AA587 WI T@nts bag ov 
Subject: (no subject) 

Dear Sir, 

t 

In response to your letter of 1-2-02 my observation of Flight 587 is as ~ O ~ ~ O W S .  
On the morning of 11-12-01 I was walking west on the beach at 5.127 St. when 

suddenly I heard a loud noise and instantly looked to my right.The plane was headed 
straight towards me (about my I 1  o’clock). I first noticed that t he  left engine had just 
seperated from the wing and there were flames coming from the wing whch  the engine 
had been. As I stared at the plane the wings were dipping left then right back and forth 
several times, it appeared the pilot was struggling to keep the plane aloft until hc could 
possibly reach the ocean when suddenly it just nose dived toward the ground. 1 
observed the plane for maybe 15-20 seconds no more then 30 seconds before it nose 
clived for the ground. My final view was the plane going head first toward the ground, 

I hope that my account of the incident is helpful to you in your investigation sf the 
crash of Flight 587. I f  I can be of any further assistance I can ----------------- ---y evening 
after 7 pm at - at work M-F btwcen gam-4pm at--- 

Sincerely, 
-------------------
----- -------- ----
Rock. ----------
I1 694 

- 

+ 
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..,.. , .....,.., %, .,.,...,,.,.... , .. .,, ...,,.. 
From: ----------------------

Sent: Sunday, January 13,2002 10:09 AM 

To: AA587WIT@NTSB.GOV 

Subject: accident involving American Airlines flight 
1/13/02 

Att :  Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 

Thank you for your corre 

My husband, son of 

We were j u s t  gett ing out o f  our car, which was parked in the parking lot o f  the Sunset diner, 
located approximately a t  the intersection of Beach Channel Drive and Newport Avenue a t  Beach 
116 street. Of the  t w o  parking lots we were in the one closer t o  Beach 117 street. My husband 
was locking the car doors as m y  son and I walked towards the  diner entrance. Whren we were in 
the middle of the  parking lot I looked up, I don't recall exactly why I loaked up. It mus t  have 
been i3n unusual sound, My son and I saw something flying toward the  rear o f  the  plane. I 
couldn't  understand what  it was. I t  appeared t o  be the  shape o f  a barrel, I followed the  direction 
of  the  plane, which, a t  t ha t  time, appeared to  be parrallel to  the  ground, heading toward the  ocean 
(as opposed t o  the bay), I noticed flames on the left side o f  the plane. I don' t  know if I noticed the  
flames when I noticed the barrel shaped i tein flybrigtoward the  rear o f  the  plane, It looked as if 
something was missing from the  plane, I didn't  know what it was. I thought it was a wing. 

As I saw the  barrel shaped i tem f lying alongside the  plane I screamed "Oh m y  God, Oh m y  God". 
This caused my husband, who was sti l l  busy with the  car, t o  look up. He looked u p  f rom a distance 
closer t o  Beach 117 street as opposed t o  the middle of the  parking lot, I was screaming call 911  t o  
some people who had gathered a t  the door t o  the diner, who obviously either saw the plane or saw 
m e  flailing m y  arms in the parking lot and came t o  the  door. By the t ime m y  husband looked up  
he saw pieces o f  the shell o f  the  plane flying off the  plane as well as flames from the  left side o f  the  
plane, The plane appeared t o  be closer than it actually was. We estimated it was flying over 
Beach 119 s t ree t  f rom our vantage point. We thought it probably crashed on 8119 street and 
Newport Avenue. We then realized that we did no t  hear the crash sound and thought it probably 
was closer t o  our home, which is on Beach 138 street. I n  actuality it fell on Beach 1 3 1  street. My 
husband recalls hearing an unusual, loud motor  sound. I don't recall th'e sound. I was amazed 
that no  sooner did I see the  plane in a horizontal position when it seemed t o  j us t  nosedive, My 
husband believes he saw the plane corkscrew as it nosedived, I jus t  recall it diving straight 
down, , 

My son saw essentially t he  same image tha t  I saw as we were on the same spot when the  plane 
went through i t s  various phases of the  crash. 

The entire scenario took place in under two minutes. 

I f  you need t o  contact us our home number is - - - You can best reach us in the evening. 

Sincerely , 

----- and ----------- -------------

f 

ndence on 1/9/02. 

h t  years and I witnessed the  plane prior t o  the  crash, 

- 

1 

0 1/14/2002 






