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Date: 2-16-03
Name: Roger Whitley
Pilot 59M Island Operating

1315 Hrs. - Called Apache dispatcher, Rusty Rice, and advised him that the winds were below
startup minimum (35K) received instructions to fly passenger from MI 669G to MI 654H.

Rusty, informed me that a Houston Helicopter had made a mayday call 7 miles from the rig. No
urgency was stated and if | wished to look for them, I could. The Coast Guard had been
informed.

13335 Hrs - Departed MI 669G for MI 365H. Called in flight plan to GLV and advised them a
helicopter was down 7 miles from BA 133A. (Incorrect location)

Called Apache dispatcher on FM radio to confirm location of helicopter. Was told it (rig) was the
one located at M1 700. (Correct location)

Called GLV to inform them of the change in location of the downed helicopter to MI 700.
1340 Hrs. — Departed MI 654H for MI 686 to pickup 2 passengers for MI 713.
135G Hrs. — Landed MI 686

1350 Hrs - Departed MI 686 for MI 713 with 2 passengers. The Coast Guard Flacon jet flew
over MI 686 at the time I was taken off for MI 713.

1400 Hrs. — Landed MI 173
1402 Hrs. — Departed MI 713 for MI 700

1405 Hrs. — Arrived MI 700. Input GPS flight leg from MI 700 to Harbor Island, which was the
departure point of the missing helicopter.

Falcon jet passed overhead. Coast Guard helicopter sighted in the area.

Flew 10 mile leg toward Harbor Island, helicopter was reported down 7 miles from rig.

Started a search pattern with N/S leg of 1 mile from center line of suspected flight path of
missing helicopter. No radio contact with Coast Guard. I had to relay all information to MI 713

by FM so that person could relay to Coast Guard.

1415 Hrs. — Found first two people in water called Lat\Lon to GLV then to MI 700 to be relayed
to Coast Guard.

Found other 2 people approximately 100 yds S.W. and found 5™ and last person approximately
75 yds further S.W.

1425 Hrs. — First Coast Guard helicopter arrives on station.



I moved off to my left approximately 75 yds. to allow rescue to start. Noticed Coast Guard
helicopter hovering off to my left. I then knew he did not have sight of people in the water. I
moved back to my right over the fist two people I located. Coast Guard then spotted them and 1

moved backwards, at a hover, approximately 200 yds, keeping the other 3 people between me
and the Coast Guard helicopter.

1427 Hrs. — Second Coast Guard helicopter arrived on sight. I called MI 700 on the FM so he

could relay to the second helicopter, that there were three more people in the water between me
and the helicopter doing rescue work.

1428 Hrs. — Noticed second helicopter stopped in the area of the second pair of people.
1429 Hrs. — Left the area and returned to MI 713 to pick up passengers.

4Lk First Pair
)  Approximately 100 Yards

JHk Second Pair

) Approximately 75 Yards

4L Fifth Person
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW
FTWO03FA097
Gulf of Mexico
Bell 407, N407HH
Passenger: Mr. Mike Huckabay

On February 19, 1003, the NTSB Investigator-in-charge, Joyce Roach, conducted a personal
interview with the passenger.  Christian McGraw [Cameron, 464 S.'W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N.
77041, Houston, Texas, 77251] arranged the interview. The passenger’s representative was
Raymond Babaz, Cameron District Manager, Texas Gulf Coast [FM 1909 @ HWY 90 East,
Liberty, Texas].

The passenger stated that he had muscle soreness over his body and pain in the lower back.

The passenger stated that the pilot did not brief the passengers. The passenger did not know if a
life raft was on board the helicopter. The passenger further stated that about a week before the
accident flight, he had flown with Houston Helicopters and the pilot did not brief the passengers.
The passenger stated that approximately two weeks before the accident flight, he had flown in
the Bell 212 and one of the pilots loaded the bags and briefed the passengers on the location of
the life raft. This passenger stated that PHI, AIRLOG, GO, TEXAIR, and INDUSTRIAL brief
the passengers for each flight.

Prior to the departure on the accident flight, all passengers had put on their life jackets and
secured their seat belt and shoulder harness. After loading the baggage, the pilot boarded the
helicopter and secured his seat belt and shoulder harness. During the flight, the passenger
watched the GPS [Global Positioning System). The flight was about 5 miles from the rig [Ensco
84] when the pilot tried to radio the rig. The passenger recalled the GPS altitude display between
620-650 feet, speed 120 knots, and 7.5 nautical miles to the destination. The passenger could see
the rig and platform.

The passenger heard a noise [sound from behind him and overhead of backseat passenger
headliner], which he described “like a mechanical clunk and engine swooshing down to no
sound.”  All the sounds, bells, and whistles were going off, the engine had lost power, the
helicopter started going down, and banked hard left. The pilot changed the frequency and
radioed Mayday. The main rotor was going around when the helicopter hit the water. The
helicopter immediately inverted.

When the passenger got to the surface of the water, he pulled the tab and inflated his left jacket.
There were no loose parts of the helicopter seen on the water. The helicopter floated nose down

with the tailboom just below the surface of the water. The floats never inflated. At times, the
waves were 8+ feet.



The passenger estimated it was about 1 hour before the first Coast Guard helicopter was
observed, and then 2 more helicopter and a jet were observed searching. The aircraft were
searching north and east of the site. The passenger estimated the search helicopters were flying
about 200 feet above the water.

The AIRLOG helicopter hovered about 40-50 yards from the passengers, and within 2-3 minutes
the Coast Guard helicopters began the rescue.

Mike had water survival training in May 2002,

Joyce Roach date
I have reviewed this interview record and agree that it accurately records what T said. *

(Signature of Michael Huckabay)
(Date)

I'have reviewed this interview record and do not agree that it accurately records what I said.
Therefore, I have made and initialed changes to the record.

(Signature of Michael Huckabay)
{Date)

* This statement does not repeat the things reported in the passengers’ statement dated March 19,
2003.



03/24/2003 22:25 FAX 2815928250 HUCKABAY @oo2

March 19, 2003
RE: Helicopter accident occurring February 16,2003

VIA FACSIMILE, and e-mail_

National Transportation and Safety Board
824 Six Flags Drive, Suite 150
Arlington, Texas 76011

Attention: Joyce Roach
Dear National Transportaﬁon and Safety Board:

the air for approximately 5-7 minutes; everything seered normal at this point. The pilot called the
rig to let them know we were 5 minutes away, and there was no response from the rig; he called
again, again no response. He then commented to me over the intercom “they spend money on
radios and don’t use thern™, He changed frequency of the radio and at that time is when there was
a loud “clunk”. The noise appeared to have come from over my right shoulder area. Lights started
flashing, buzzers were going off and the helicopter began to fall. T looked at the GPS and we were
traveling at 120 knots and the altitude was between 620’650’ The pilot called mayday twice and

we were missing two people, moments later the two surfaced. All were alive at this point.
Someon? asked the pilot why he didn’t deploy the flotation? I didn’t hear a response from the
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® Page? 25 Chapara Ranch March 19, 2003

The weather was:

Temp. 50degrees

Winds: 30-35 mph and out of the north
Visibility: unlimited :

7,

Senior Service Technician
Cooper Cameron Corp.

25 Chapamal Ranch Rd.
Cleveland, Texas 77327



SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW
FTWO3FA097
Gulf of Mexico
Bell 407, N407THH
Passenger: Mr. David Brasseaux

On March 3, 2003, the NTSB Investigator-in-charge, Joyce Roach, conducted a telephone
interview with the passenger. James Goodwyne McGraw [Preheat, Inc., Bell chase, Louisiana]
arranged the interview. The passenger’s representative was Mrs. Brasseaux.lp ,5

‘ ' ‘ L'D H o St
This passenger stated that he has muscle soreness over his body, high-HBL, and heartburn. He
was released from Spohn Hospital, Corpus Christi, Texas, following 26 hours of medical
treatment for hypothermia.

The passenger stated that he had flown offshore many times over the years. He did not recall if
he had flown with this operator or this pilot prior to the accident flight. The passenger reported
his baggage weight and his weight to the dispatcher. The pilot did not brief the passengers. A
life jacket was found strapped in each seat. Each passenger put on a life jacket. David was
seated in the left aft forward facing seat [seat 7). The passenger did not see a life raft.

Approximately 5-10 minutes after takeofT, the passenger heard a loud noise, felt like the backend
shifted, the engine shutdown, and the helicopter started descending. The helicopter turned to the
left and within seconds, the helicopter was on the water sideways@e flipped over fo the right,

The passenger disconnected his seat belt, opened the door, exited, inflated the Life jacket, an Agl;‘uffé
swam to the tailboom area. The winds were 10-15 mph, waves 6 feet. The floats did not deploy.

The passenger did not sec a life raft in the helicopter. This passenger estimated he was in the

water 2 hours 45 minutes. /_A Jeco Lepve of . _
Rl T o et e

David had water survival training in June 2001.

date

I have reviewed this interview record and agree that it accurately records what I said. *

(Signature of David Brasseaux)
(Date)

I have reviewed this interview record and do not agree that it accurately records what I said.
Therefore, I have made and initialed changes to the record.
. (Signature of David Brasseaux)
/S~ 0 (Date)




On Feb, 16th we were to fly abourd a Houston helicoptet to Rig Ensen 84 for
Apache Corp. We waited near the helipad for the helicopter to arrive, As it touched
down ! didn't recognize the name, but it looked to be a new unit, The pilat got out of
the alrcraft and motioned to us to come forward. He took our hags and loaded them
in the haggage compartment while we seated ourselves, pui on our life vest and
buckled up. The pilot seated himself and took off, We had flown about 13 or 14 min
when 1 heand a loud POP above my left side. T looked up to sce if the pilot had
reacted to the noise and 1 barely could hear him say “mayday, mayday.”

The pilot made a lcft turn so T thought he was trying to head to the bank. The
aircraft was going down very sharply so I put my head between my legs and covered
my head with my kands. Just beforc we hit the watcr 1 felt the helicopter slow down
and heard a loud whine from the blades. When we hit the water we hit on the right
sidc of the aircraft and water started coming in. The man on my left side unbuckled
his scat belt and fcll down against the door and m¢. I helped push him up and he left
thru the left-hand door. The craft started turning over on its back and when Mr.
Vasqguez went over he said he was stuck. | waited until the craft came to a complete
upside down paosition. T had already placed my right hand on the scat belt xo L ncw
which way was which.

When T releascd the seat belt, the water ulready was ubout 6 inches from the
top, so I got a big breath of air and slid down agninst the door and got on my knees
to pull out my pocket knife. [ opened my knife and grabhbed the shoulder harncss
and cut if, then 1 reached around his waist and cut the rest of the belt
By this time 1 was out of air and T conld not help but inhale somc seawater. I Teaned
back and Jooked al the window and kicked it out. I threaded myself thru the
window ard reached back and grabbed Fector by his jacket.

We both floated up and grahbed a hold of the skid, and Heetor inflated his
lifc jacket. I patted him on the back and ask him if I cut him. He gave no answer but
he was breathing ok. Y asked the pilot if he ot out 2 mayday cafl and he said he did.
The pilot said that we necded to get awny from the gircrufi. ¥ said no we are going
to stay because they can find it a lot better than they can find us flpating all over. He
kicked off his boots and hc was kicking watcr and floating but the waves were
pushing bim farther and farther away. There were 3 of us on onc side of the xkid so
I moved Heetor to the other side to even out the weight on the aircraft.

We held on as best we cuuld and Tlooked over and saw Hector floating face
down. I estimated we had been there about 25 minutes. J swam over to him and
brought him back to the skid und turned him over. The waves were so hig that 1
conld not hold on to the skid and Hector with vut going under and inhaling sca
water myself, so I let him go and held on the best way | could. We stayed with the
gircruft for nbout 2 hours before it sank, then we had to float on our own. We
watched the Coast Gusrd jet and the helicopter doing a grid pattern in iront of us

for them to get to us.

/-3
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Subject: Statement from passenger (361 =765-7373)
Rick Campbell

We were flying to the platform off shors on February 16 when 1 heard a loud bang. The
aircaft turned to the Ieft and entered the wiger, The floats did not deploy,. Upon
enteting the water the belicopier went mwrde then after about the
helicopter turned over upside down with the skids stickip g out of the water,

1 was sitting in the rear of the helicopter facing forward. 1 recently had water survival
il training which helped me with the ordeai. Hector was stifl strapped in the helicopler, so I
A n the water and eut him from his seat belt. When 1 bought Hector to the sorfiace he
F 3o ¢ wus breathing ok but his eyes were big He lasted nbout 20 10 25 minntes before he died.
s Hector muy have had water in his lungs.

Joe the pilot was one oF the st people out of the helicopter. Joe as on top of the
helicoptar but kicked ofT his shoes and said that he had wo get away fiom the hclicpptm
There was a Jot of fuel in the water. Joe floated eway and we never seen him again,

Titn't thy heip them find us sooger?

-

Subject: Statement from passcnger (337) 332-6327
David Brasseaux

1 was sitting in the Ich side in the rear of the helicopter looking forward. ! heard a large
bang and the aircrafl started a {efl decending tum heading for the water. I felt the
helicopter slow down just prior to hitting the water, It took us about § second before the
airceaft went into the watcer and the lunding was not lard, No floats were deployed. I am
concemed because it took thern about 3 howrs to find us,

{install well heads for the company

FEB-18-2603 TLE 12:280M ID:Halofliaht
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__.SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW
FTWO3IFA097
Gulf of Mexico
Bell 407, N407BH
Fassenger: Mr. Rick Campbell

On February 18, 1003, the NTSB Investigator in charge, Joyce Roach, conductzd a personal
intorview with the paesenger.  Poul Romson, Risk Munager [BJ Services, USA, 5500 NW
Central drive, Houston, Texas, 77092] arranped the interview. The passenger’s representative
was Jack Partridge [Royston, Rayzer, Vickery and Willizms, LLP,, 1700 Wilson Plazs West, 606
North Carangahus Corpus Christi, Texas 78476

The pascenger stated that he bad muscls acke over hic body and pain in the lower bocke. The
passenger further stated that he was taking ruedication due tg the possibility of getting
pieumonis from water and fiel ingested into his lungs.

The passenger stated that he was in the right aft forward facing seat [sent 7], the pilot was in the
right front set [s=at 1], Mike was in the lefe front seat [seat 2], Hector was in the left aft faging
Seat [seat 4], David wes in the left afs forward facing seat [seat 7], and one of Heetor’s bags was
girapped in the fehr aft facing seat [seat3]. ,

The passenger stated that all the passengers had flown in helicopters many timss usunlly with
PHI [Petrolenm Helicopters International]. Fer this fight, be bad not flown with the operator;
bowever, b by ; , and the belicopter looked new as it'came in for
e landing, .

The passenper explained the sequence of events that toak place on the day of the accident. The
pilat stated that the passeogers had equipment and gear to take to the rig [Apache Of owns th=
well and Ensco, who's office is at Broussard, Louisiane, owns the Ensco §4 1ig]. The passenger
had arrived a1 TeSoro Dock, Harbor Island, for the boat to take him to the . The pessenger
was informed that the sees were too high for the boat and he was going by helicopter.. The
passenger went to the TeSoro Dock ond pave the Apache Oil dispatcher the bappage weight [30
-1bs] and his weight [190 lbs]. '

The pilot landed the helicopter at the Harbor Island hehipad, did not shut down the Lelicopter,
and motioned for the passengers to come to the helicopter for boerding, The pilot got out of the
helicopter and loaded thobags, Each passenger put on a lfe facket, which they found in the
seats, boarded the hellcopter, and securzd their seat belt/shoulder harness. The pilot banded one
of tha bags to me [Rick], which I strapped in the right aft facing seat [seat 3]. ‘The pilot boarded
the helicopter and secured his peat bolt and shoulder hornoss. The flight departed between 1200
and 1300 for the 15-20 minute flight to the dg. '

1222 0.l .
The passenger stated that the pilot did not brief the passengers. The passenger did not know if s
life raft was on board the helicopter, The passenger further stated that the helicopter Is too loud |
aven at low rotor fartalking, and all the passengers had Gown in helicopters many times. Iftherc
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bad been a passenger who had not flown, he would have informed the pilot, In the past, the PHI
pilot would shut dowm the holicopter and brisf for the flight.

The passenger stated the seas were 7-9 feet; wind 40 mph from the North. The passenger
estimated the water depth at 65 feet. The passenger could see the rig approximately 5 miles
away after 12-15 nunutes inte the flight, The helicopter was flying straight at 500 feet when the
pagsepger heurd one pop. The passenger stated that he knew the helicopter had a jet engine but
ha described the sound Like a piston went through the engine block. The location of the pap ws
left hnnd side at top ofthe aircraft. The passenger leaned toward the fromt passenger sest, saw
the pilot talking on the radlo and thought he heard “Mayday, Mayday.” The pilot turned the -
helicopter loft toward a land direction, The front of the helicopter was low a3 the helicopter
descended toward the water. The pilot leveled and slowed tha helicopter for the touchdown. As
the helicopter Ianded it went to the right and rolled to the right, Withia 3 geconds, the heljeopter
rolled mverted and within the next 3 seconds the belicopter was full of water, The floats did not
deploy. The passenger stated that it all happened so fast; the prlot did not have titne to arm the
floaws. As soon as the helicopter hit the water, the left font seat passenper and the pilat exited
the helicopter. Rick helped David out of the helicapter. There was about 3 inches of space not
filled with water. Rick got his knife from his pocket, went under the water, cut the restraint
Ioose from Hector, and helped bim out of the helicopter. '

All life jackets joflated. Rick directed the passengers to hold onto the belicopter skids.. The pilot
wes holding onto the front skid and wanted &ll to get away from the helicopter. Rick upheld for
all to stay with the helicopter. The pilot took off his shoes and ¢wam/floated pway from the
helicopter.

The helicopter was 2-3 feet underwater, When waves wowld pull the helicopter down,
passengers would swin, and when the helicopter floated back up, the pazsengers would hold
onta tha skids. The helicopter stayed afloat 2 hours until they were rescuad at 3 pm.  After
about 45 minuies in the water, Rick watched the Coast Guard jet and helicopters fly in the arca
At the tims they were rescued there were 3 Coast Guard lslicoplers,

Rick had water survival training in September 2002,

%g' M O3 /287
& Roach datc

T bave reviewed this interview record and apree that it accurately records what I said .

(Signature of Rick Campbell)
(Dats)

¢ Yeviewed this Interview record and do net agree that it accurately records what | said

(Signature of Risk Campbell)
2 (Date)






