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Date: 2-16-03 
Name: Roger Whitley 
Pilot 59M Island Operating 

1315 Hrs.- Called Apache dispatcher, Rusty Rice, and advised him that the winds were below 
startup minimum (35K) received instructions to fly passenger from MI 669G to MI 654H. 

Rusty, informed me that a Houston Helicopter had made a mayday call 7 miles from the rig. No 
urgency was stated and if I wished to look for them, I could. The Coast Guard had been 
informed. 

1335 Hrs- Departed MI 669G for MI 365H. Called in flight plan to GL V and advised them a 
helicopter was down 7 miles from BA 133A. (Incorrect location) 

Called Apache dispatcher on FM radio to confirm location of helicopter. Was told it (rig) was the 
one located at MI 700. (Correct location) 

Called GLV to inform them of the change in location of the downed helicopter to MI 700. 

1340 Hrs.- Departed MI 654H for MI 686 to pickup 2 passengers for MI 713. 

1350 Hrs.- Landed MI 686 

1350 Hrs- Departed MI 686 for MI 713 with 2 passengers. The Coast Guard Flacon jet flew 
over MI 686 at the time I was taken off for MI 713. 

1400 Hrs. - Landed MI 173 

1402 Hrs. - Departed MI 713 for MI 700 

1405 Hrs.- Arrived MI 700. Input GPS flight leg from MI 700 to Harbor Island, which was the 
departure point of the missing helicopter. 

Falcon jet passed overhead. Coast Guard helicopter sighted in the area. 

Flew I 0 mile leg toward Harbor Island, helicopter was reported down 7 miles from rig. 

Started a search pattern with N/S leg of I mile from center line of suspected flight path of 
missing helicopter. No radio contact with Coast Guard. I had to relay all information to MI 713 
by FM so that person could relay to Coast Guard. 

1415 Hrs.- Found first two people in water called Lat\Lon to GL V then to MI 700 to be relayed 
to Coast Guard. 

Found other 2 people approximately 100 yds S.W. and found 5th and last person approximately 
75 yds further S.W. 

1425 Hrs.- First Coast Guard helicopter arrives on station. 



I moved off to my left approximately 75 yds. to allow rescue to start. Noticed Coast Guard 
helicopter hovering off to my left. I then knew he did not have sight of people in the water. I 
moved back to my right over the fist two people I located. Coast Guard then spotted them and I 
moved backwards, at a hover, approximately 200 yds, keeping the other 3 people between me 
and the Coast Guard helicopter. 

1427 Hrs.- Second Coast Guard helicopter arrived on sight. I called MI 700 on the FM so he 
could relay to the second helicopter, that there were three more people in the water between me 
and the helicopter doing rescue work. 

1428 Hrs.- Noticed second helicopter stopped in the area of the second pair of people. 

1429 Hrs.- Left the area and returned to MI 713 to pick up passengers. 

S.W. 

' 

JLJL 
1r1r First Pair 

,/ Approximately I 00 Yards 

~H~ Second Pair 

,/Approximately 75 Yards 

~~ Fifth Person 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 
FTW03FA097 
Gulf of Mexico 

Bell 407, N407HH 
Passenger: Mr. Mike Huckabay 

On February 19, I 003, the NTSB Investigator -in-charge, Joyce Roach, conducted a personal 
interview with the passenger. Christian McGraw [Cameron, 464 S W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N. 
77041, Houston, Texas, 77251] arranged the interview. The passenger's representative was 
Raymond Babaz, Cameron District Manager, Texas Gulf Coast [FM 1909@ HWY 90 East, 
Liberty, Texas]. 

The passenger stated that he had muscle soreness over his body and pain in the lower back. 

The passenger stated that the pilot did not brief the passengers. The passenger did not know if a 
life raft was on board the helicopter The passenger further stated that about a week before the 
accident flight, he had flown with Houston Helicopters and the pilot did not brief the passengers. 
The passenger stated that approximately two weeks before the accident flight, he had flown in 
the Bel1212 and one of the pilots loaded the bags and briefed the passengers on the location of 
the life raft. This passenger stated that PHI, AIRLOG, GO, TEXAIR, and INDUSTRIAL brief 
the passengers for each flight. 

Prior to the departure on the accident flight, all passengers had put on their life jackets and 
secured their seat belt and shoulder harness. After loading the baggage, the pilot boarded the 
helicopter and secured his seat belt and shoulder harness. During the flight, the passenger 
watched the GPS [Global Positioning System]. The flight was about 5 miles from the rig [Ensco 
84] when the pilot tried to radio the rig. The passenger recalled the GPS altitude display between 
620-650 feet, speed 120 knots, and 7.5 nautical miles to the destination. The passenger could see 
the rig and platform. 

The passenger heard a noise [sound from behind him and overhead of backseat passenger 
headliner], which he described "like a mechanical clunk and engine swooshing down to no 
sound." All the sounds, bells, and whistles were going off, the engine had lost power, the 
helicopter started going down, and banked hard left. The pilot changed the frequency and 
radioed Mayday. The main rotor was going around when the helicopter hit the water. The 
helicopter immediately inverted. 

When the passenger got to the surface of the water, he pulled the tab and inflated his left jacket. 

There were no loose parts of the helicopter seen on the water. The helicopter floated nose down 
with the tail boom just below the surface of the water. The floats never inflated. At times, the 
waves were 8+ feet. 



The passenger estimated it was about I hour before the first Coast Guard helicopter was 
observed, and then 2 more helicopter and a jet were observed searching. The aircraft were 
searching north and east of the site. The passenger estimated the search helicopters were flying 
about 200 feet above the water. 

The AIRLOG helicopter hovered about 40-50 yards from the passengers, and within 2-3 minutes 
the Coast Guard helicopters began the rescue. 

Mike had water survival training in May 2002. 

Joyce Roach date 

I have reviewed this interview record and agree that it accurately records what I said.* 

_______________ (Signature of Michael Huckabay) 
____________ (Date) 

I have reviewed this interview record and do not agree that it accurately records what I said. 
Therefore, I have made and initialed changes to the record. 

_______________ (Signature of Michael Huckabay) 
_____________ (Date) 

* This statement does not repeat the things reported in the passengers' statement dated March 19, 
2003. 



03!24/2003 22:25 FAX 2815926250 HUCKABAY 

March 19, 2003 

RE: Helicopter accident occurring February 16,2003 
VIA FACSIMILE, and e-mail 

National Transportation and Safety Board 
624 Six Flags Drive, Suite 150 
Arlington, Texas 76011 

Attention: Joyce Roach 

Dear National Transportation and Safety Board: 

~002 

I Arrived at Tesoro Docks, Harbor Island at 11:00 AM and checked in with the dispatcher, we were scheduled to leave at 12:00. I was instructed to load my equipment onto the boat. It was then determined that the seas were too rough to travel by boat therefore, we would have to tmvel by helicopter. "The seas were eight to ten foot and winds were 30-35 mph out of the north. The temperature was 50 degrees. The Apache dispatcher verified the weight of personnel and baggage. The helicopter landed and the pilot signaled that it was clear for personnel to apptoa.::h. The pilot exited the helicopter to oversee the loading of the baggage. While the baggage was being loaded the helicopter was still nmning. The other three passengers put on their life vest and loaded in the rear. I put on my life vest and road in the front seat next to the pilot, I wore a headset therefore, and I was able to hear all communication. The pilot called the dispatcher and told him he was leaving and would fly north for 2 minutes then tum east to Matagorda Island# 700. We were in the air for approximately 5~ 7 minutes; everything seemed normal at this point. The pilot called the rig to let them know we were 5 minutes away, and there was no response fiom the rig; he called again, again no response. He then commented to me over the intercom "they spend money on radios and don't use them". He changed frequency of the radio and at that time is when there was a loud "clunk''. The noise appeared to have come fiom over my right shoulder area. Lights started flashing, buzzers were going off and the helicopter began to fil11 I looked at the GPS and we were traveling at 120 knots and the altitude was between 620' -650'. The pilot called mayday twice and stated, "We're going in the water". The pilot was figbring the controls and the helicopter banked hard to the left and was going in nose first The pilot anti-rotated, raising the nose up and we hit the water hard. The helicopter immediately began to fill with water. I opened the door and unhooked my seatbelt during this time the helicopter was flipping over to my right. & the helicopter was flipping over my door slammed shut. I was disoriented for a moment while still inside once I found the door handle I opened it and made it to the surface and hung onto the tail boom. The Helicopter appeared to be intact. I took a head count and two were missing. I called out we were missing two people, moments later the two surfaced All were alive at this point. Someone asked the pilot why he didn't deploy the flotation? I didn't hear a response from the pilot. This was between 12:00 and 12:15. We spoke about trying to stay together. Someone asked if the pilot had called out a Mayday? I told them I did hear a call go out but didn't hear a reply. I saw Hector Vasquez (BJ Services) panicking and appeared to be going into shock, I tried to calm 
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him down but it wasn't working. I later noticed he was floating face down he appeared to have died. At this time myself and the other three survivors hung around the chopper. I don't recaJ1 how long we were down before we bad seen the first Coast Guard helicopter maybe an hour. We were all fighting the cold water and high waves then the pilot let go of the chopper. I did see him stick aroiDld the hang around for a while then he floated away and I did not see him agaiJi. The next to let go was David Brasseaux, I occasionally seen him over the waves and was a Jive to the best of my knowledge. Rick Campbell and I were still trying to bang on to the helicopter. However, the waves were washing the two of us away as well as the helicopter was sinking At that time we let go. With in 30 min later 1 saw a helicopter (Air Log) that appeared to be searching for us. At first he was flying away from where we were. Then he turned and flew straight at us. Once he spotted us he shinned his spot light to. let us know that he sees us. . I guess that is when he radioed the Coast Guatd that he has spotted survivors. Minutes later the Coast Gwud showed up and rescued David Brasseaux fust and then my self and tinally Rick Campbell. From there we were tmnsported to Christus Spbaun Memorial Hospital. 

The Wl!llllrer waY: 
Temp. SOdegrees 
Winds: 30-35 mph and out of the north 
Visibility: unlimited 

25 Chaparral Ranch Rd. 
Cleveland, Texas 77327 



SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 
FTW03FA097 
Gulf of Mexico 

Bell407, N407HH 
Passenger: Mr. David Brasseaux 

On March 3, 2003, the NTSB Investigator-in-charge, Joyce Roach, conducted a telephone 
interview with the passenger. James Goodwyne McGraw [Preheat, Inc., Bell chase, Louisiana] 
ananged the interview. The passenger's representative was Mrs. Brasseaux. ,n J 

L.DH iY~P· 
This passenger stated that he has muscle soreness over his body, high-HBl-, and heartbum. He 
was released from Spohn Hospital, Corpus Christi, Texas, following 26 hours of medical 
treatment for hypothermia. 

The passenger stated that he had flown offshore many times over the years. He did not recall if 
he had flown with this operator or this pilot prior to the accident flight. The passenger reported 
his baggage weight and his weight to the dispatcher. The pilot did not brief the passengers. A 
life jacket was found strapped in each seat. Each passenger put on a life jacket. David was 
seated in the left aft forward facing seat [seat 7]. The passenger did not see a life raft. 

Approximately 5-I 0 minutes after takeoff, the passenger heard a loud noise, felt like the back end 
shifted, the engine shutdown, and the helicopter started descending. The helico ter turned to the 
left and within seconds, the helicopter was on the water sideway fli ed over to the ri ht. ~~~---.. 
The passenger disconnected his seat belt, opened the door, exited, inflated the life jacket, an h~[,·c__o~ 
swam to the tail boom area. The winds were I 0-15 mph, waves 6 feet. The floats did not deploy. 
The passenger did not see a life raft in the helicopter. This passenger estimated he was in the 
water 2 hours 45 minutes. 1-k /.'col It• {:I 'ff 'Q J 0 V-12. v Q ~ v X '<-Y rle J 

f-~ 't ~Uc<> ttf--t- Yl J() ./ 
David had water survival traming in June 200 I. ~ 

;z/d .r://J J-
date7 

I have reviewed this interview record and agree that it accurately records what I said.* 

_______________ (Signature of David Brasseaux) 
_____________ (Date) 

I have reviewed this interview record and do not agree that it accurately records what I said. 
Therefore, I have made and initialed changes to the record. 

,!(L,..~~;.G&a.t;.t;-!-l_c,>l.£~"""Ci4r14/Y.•-££:<><!..~~·..,..<.~--(Signature of David Brasseaux) -~_L__L/._,_/_-_o'--~"-'-------7 ___ (Date) 



On Feb, 16th we were to fly abm&rd a Houston helicoptet to Rig Ens~n 84 for 

Apache Corp. We wailed near th~ helipad for the helicopter to arrtve. As it touched 

down I didn't recognize the name, but it looked to be a new unit. The pil<ot got out of 

the aircraft nnd motioned to u• to coro~ forward. He took our hags and loaded tbelll 

in the baggage compartment while we seated ou~elves, put on our life vest and 

buckled up. The pilot seated himself and tonk off. We had flown about 13 nr 14 roin 

when I heard a loud POP ubovc my left side. I looked up to sec if the pilot had 

reacted tn the noise and I barely could hear him sfty "may day, mayday ." 
The pilot made a k-ft tum so T thought he wa• trying to head to the bank. The 

aircraft wa• going down very sharply so I put my head between my leg!! and rovcred 
my head with my hunds .. Just before we hit the water I felt the helicopter slow down 

and heard a loud whine from the blades. When we hit the water we hit on the riltht 

side nf the aircraft and water started coming in. The man on my left side unbuckled 

his scat belt and fell down against the door and me. I helped push him up and he left 

thru the left-hand door. The craft started turning over on Its back and when Mr. 

Vasque7. went over he said he was stuck. I waited until the craft u.me to a complete 
upside down position. I had already placed my right hand on the scat belt so 1 new 

which way was which. 
When l released the seat belt, the water 11lready wu about 6 inches from the 

top, so I got a big breath of air and slid down against the door llud got on my koe~ 
tn pull out my pocket knife. I opened my knife and grabbed the shoulder harncs8 

and cut it, then 1 reaebed around hb waist and cut the rest of the belt 
Uy this time 1 was out of air and I could not help but inhale some seawater.IIeaned 

back and looked altbc window and kicked it out. 1 threaded myself thrn the 

window and reached back and grabbed llo:ctor by his jacket. 
We both fioated up and grsbhed a hold ofthe skid, and Hcetor inflated his 

life jn~ket. I patted him on the back and ask him if I cut him. He gave no answer but 

he was breathing ok. I a ked the pilot if he got out a may day call and he said he did. 
The pilnt said that we needed to get away from the Bir~raft. I said no we are goin~ 
to •tay b~cause they ean f"md it a lot better than they can find us floating all over. He 

kicked off his bnnts and he was kicking water and floating hut the wave~ wen 
pushing him farther and farther away. Then were 3 of us on one •ide of the .J<id so 

I moved Hector tu the other side to even out th~ weight on the aircraft. 
We held on"" best we could and I looked over and saw Hector floating face 

down. I estimated we had been there about 25 minutes. J swam over tn him and 

brought him back to the skid and turned him over. The wave!~ were so bitt that I 

could not hold on to the oltid and llector with out going onder and inhaling sea 
water myself, sn I let him ao and held on the best way I could. We stoyed with the 

Bircntft for nbout 2 hnurs beforr it sank, then we had to float on our own. We 
watched the Co ... t Guard jet and the helicopter doing a grid pattern in front of us 

just for them to get to us. 
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Febnuiry 17, 2003 

Subject: Statement ftom possettger(361-76S-7373) 
Riek Campbell 

We wwon~ flying to the plalform offshora on Fcbnlaty 16"' wltertl beard 11loucl bon~. The ain:mlt turned 1o the left and cniCflld 'lhe W!IA0_!1 ..!.he floats did not d~..k-~~ enterin; !he Wtlle1' the hc:liWpll:r went on itl')al't'li!de thCII. after about./" ~ the helicopter tumcd over upside down wilh the likids stickius out of the wall:r. 

!.. 1 WD$ sitting in the mar of tile helicoplef lbclng tb!"W11Id. I u=ntly had water suMva.l 1,¢' trainin11 which be.lpcd me wltb thc ordeal. Hcctot Wl!S still 5lnlppad in the helicoplcr. SO I .;F. '<.. > ~n the Wlltllr 11r1d CtU him fmm his sc:at bell w&cn I bought Hector to 1bc siiifaee be .,j :'~ f" was breatbirJs ok but bis eyes were big. He lasted llhoul. 20 to 23 minutcs before he died. r: '<' liector m11y have hlld wau:r ill his hmgs. 

Joe the pilot was one of'lhe firgt people out of'lhe helicopter. Joe as on lop of Ole hclico!Uf but kicked olthis shoos 1111d said that he had to act nway ftnm tho helicopter. Th~:n: was a lol orfuel. in 1hc water. Joe iloalcd away and we never seen him asain. 

- ~t tb~ hclp! lind us sootier? 

~l~k..Rf 

Subjctt S~~W:ment liom passenger (337} 332-6327 
David B.G~SSe~WX 

I was sitting In the left side in the rear of lbe helicopter looking forward. 1 heard a large bang and the alretal\ &tarted a left deccHJd.ing tum heoding for lbe wau:r. I feh llle helic:opter slow down just prior to hitting the Wlltcr. lttook uubout S setlOild bet om tbe mi'Cillft went iniD the water and the l1111ding Wll5 not bani. No floats were deployW. I am concerned because it took them about 3 bows to find us. 

I iostall well heads for 1he c:ompaii.Y 

FEB-18-8003 TUE 12:26PM lD:Haloflioht 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 

-- - . FTW03FA097 
Gulf of Mc:dco 

Bel1407, N407mi 
Passenger: t.J.r . .Rick Campbell 

(fAX) HI \11 m~ 

On February lS, 1003, the NTSB Investigator in charge, Joyce Roach, conduct=d a personal 
Worview with the p:wscng"f. Pt>ul R.ctmoD, Risk MJI.tlllget [BJ S~Cll, USA, SSOO NW 
Centr:d driv~. Houston, Te;w, 77092] II!Tanged the interview. The pass=nger's representative 
·was Jack Paruidgc [Royston, Ra}'7.et, Ylckery and Williams, LLP., 1700 Wilson Plan West, 606 
North Olral:Jca.bua COipU~ Christi, Texas 78476]. 

The p!IU"'lS"" 't:lted th:.t h~ bd muocle uchc over hi!: body ;>.Ud pCIJn in tho lOwer bc.ck. The 
passenger furtbt:r stated that he was Inking medication due to the possibility of g~g 
pneumonia from water and fuel Ingested Into his lungs. 

The passenger ~tmed thllt he was in th' right aft forward fuclng seat [scBt 7], tht pilot was in tbe 
right front set (sut 1), Mik~ was in th"' lefi: front seat [seat 2], Hector was in the left aft i~oins 
scat [scat 4], David was in. the left o:~f't forward facing scat [seat 7], and one of Hector's bags was 
strapped In the rlght aft. fuclng seat [seat3]. 

The passenger stated that all the passengers had flowo. in hclicoptcn !llllny tim::s usually with 
Pill [Petroleum Heliccptc:rs Int=tional]- For th.U flight, M Mel not flown with the opel'alor, 
bowever, he wa& !Nild 1 it was a""'' l:ic.li;opter, and the helicopter looked new as it catDe i.a for 
i.IJ.~ llu!W~. • IL... 

The passenger explained the sequence o{ events that toak plru:e on the day of the accid.."Ot. The 
pilot stated that the f'I'I..'<Seoeer> b~d <>qnipment ~nd ge.1r to take to the rig [Apaehe Oil owns tb: 
well aud Eusco, who's office is at Broussard, Louisiana, owns the Ensco 84 rig]. The passenger 
had arrived at TeSoro Deck, Ilarbor ~land, fur the boat to Lake hlm to tllo:: .-lt:;. The pe:ssr:ngcr 
was informed that the seas were too high for the boat and he was going by helicopter.: The 
passenaer went to tbe TeSoro Dock end gave the Apacbe Oil dispatcher the baggage weight [30 

·lbs] and his w~ [190 lbs]. · 

The pilot lnnded the hcli~optcr 1\t the Rubor I: lAnd. h~lipild, did not shut down tho:: helicopter, 
and motioned for the passengers ~ come to !he belicopter for boarding. The pilot gtlt oUt of the 
helicopter nnd loaded !be 'b~. Each pliSscnser put on a. lit'CI jacket, which they found in the 
seats, boarded the bellcoptcr, l!lld secured their seat bdtlshoulder harness. The pilot handed one 
of the bags to me [Rick], which I strapped in the right aft facillg seat [seat 3]. The pilot boarded 
lk hclV::apte:r and sec:u.:ed hill po;:,t bolt <~nd shculd.-r bamc~o. The fllght deported b~;n 1200 
a.nd~or th~ 15-:!0 min11tc f.ligbtto the rig. · 

/2. ;ali e;J.. -
The pll$s~ngcr staled that the pilot did not brief the passengers. The pliSscngcr did not know if a 
life raft was on boJrd the bdi~optcr. The passenger further stated that tbe helicopter is too ]O!ld . 
~vcn at low rofor fortnllr.ing, and all the po«ensom: had flawn io helioopt~~ many ~es;. lfth= 
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bad been a passenger who hnd 1101 flown. he would have informed the pilot. In the pa.~t, the PHI 
pilot would shut down~ bolicopter and brief for the flight. 

The passenger stated !he sees were 7-9 feet; wind 40 mph from the North. The pass~cr 
estimated the water depth at 155 feet. The pllSsengcr could sec tbe fiB appro:cimatoly 5 miles 
away lifter 12·15 minute! into the flight. The bclicoptcr was f!yiog straig:ht at SOD feet when the 
p85scoger h.cl!l'd. on.: pop. The passenger stated thnt lu: knew the helicopter had a jet erigine but 
be descn1xu:l thee sound li~ n piston went throu,sh the engine block 'Ihc l.Clcntion of the pop ww 
!eli h!111d side at top of the 11ireraft. The passenger leaned toward the front passenger seat, saw 
rite pilot talking on the tadlo and thought he helll'li "Mayday, Maycley. '' The pilot turned the · 
helicopter ]eli: toward a land direction. The front or tha helicopter was low as the helicopter 
descended toward the water. The pilot leveled and slowed tbe hel!copter far the touchdown. As 
the helicopter landed it went to the right and rolled to the right. Withi!13 aeconds, the bcl.icoptct 
rolled inverted nnd within the next 3 seconds the belicopttr wa.s full ofwa.tcr. The: floats did not 
deploy. The passenger stated that it all happened so fast; the pilot did not ba'Vl: time: to =the 
flgatS. As soon as the helicopter hit the water, tbe left front sc& pas.sen~cr and the pilot exited 
the hc!icQpter. Rick h=lp~ David out of the helicopter. There was Pbout 3 inches o t space not 
filled wilh water. Rick got his la:Ufc &om his pocket, went Utlder tho water, cut the rcstroint 
loose from Hector, and Mlped bim aut of the helicopter. · 

All life jw:kcts ill1lat=d. Rick directed the passeDgc:rs to hold onto the: helicopter skids .. The pilot 
was holding onto the front skid and wanted ell to get away :6:om the helicopter. Rick upheld for 
aU 10 St:t)' with the helicop~. The pilot togk off his shoeD and Gwamlfloat~d I'!Way from tho 
hcJiCOJ'ter. 

The heli~opter was 2-3 feet underwater. When wnve5 would pull the helicopter down, 
passengers would swi,m, and wh!:n the: helicopter floated ba~;.lt up, the pll.!scngers would hold 
onto the skids. The hcHcnJl!.eT stn.y~ nflrriU. 2 nonrs until they were resct1cd nt 3 pm. After 
about 45 minutes in the water, Ril:k Wll!c:hed the Coa5t Guard jet 8Ild he:!icQpten; fly in th~ area. 
At the time; thc:y w.:r~ rescued thc.re wc::r~ 3 Co liSt OuliCt.! lreli.:upt;r~. 

R.il:k bad water survival training in September 2002. 

~~ ~cRoac:h 

J h<we revio:wcd this intervi~v ~cord M.d agree th.!lt it accurately records what I said. 

____________ (Signature of Rick Campbell) 
_____________ (Onte) 

-=;A,...&!;~~~~'4~.L---<Signat1.ll'e of R.iek C:unpbell) 
_:..._,!_.....::>_.:Q!.U;:.U...,~----(DIIIo) 
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