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ULD Marking and Ider tific:iiion

STANDARD SPECIFICATION 40/1

IATA IDENTIFICATION CODE FOR
UNIT LOAD DEVICES

The very rapid development of alrcraft types and the rapld
expansion of the cargo market during the 1960’s culminated
in the wide-bodied aircraft which are capable of varrying
jntermodal units. This rapid development led to a prolifera-
tion of unit types with an assortment of characteristics and
dimensions. The description of units by a simple word or
phrase is only satisfactory for very limited purposes and can
easlly lead to confusion. These words do not convey exact
meanings because the words are not clearly defined and

convey such mathematical data as the extent lo
which a contoured unit is compatible with the cornplex inter-
jor cross section of an gircraft.

The Identification Code has therefore been developed with

icular attention being given to definition of terms. The
logic in the code takes account of all the purposes as stated
and if used comectly will convey the exact information
required.

Obviously, the Code has its limitations, in that it contains

only essential data and the user will have to refer to the
JATA ULD Technical Manual for further technical information
if this is required.
The definitions of the Code have been framed to encompass
all existing units, but have also taken account of future
developments as far as these can be foreseen. In this
respect it has been envisaged that current freighter aircraft
of the Boeing 707 and DC-8 era are now of limited life,
especlally in terms of development and that the new genera-
tion of freighter aircraft are capable of accepting up o 1SO
dimension units.
The assignment of IATA Identification Codes for Unit Load
Devices is governed by Resolution 686 which is reproduced
below {effective 1 October 1999).
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RESOLVED that, unit load devices shall be marked
in accordance with the following:

Iintroduction

This Resolution describes the method of ULD marking
and numbering, as well as effectiveness date where
applicable. It also lists ULD types, related equipment
and equates type codes to base dimensions. Finally
#t deals with ULD contours and compatibility to aircraft.

1. PURPOSE

The Identification Code gives each unit an individual
identification and permits the easy exchange of the
information contained in the marking of units,

2, SCOPE AND APPLICA TIOMN

“’he ldentification Code is intended to b app «a:le
15 all unit load devices (see 6.1.3 for exc agtior . 1 e
«dministration of the Identification Code s« Mz ir: js
requirements is vested in the 1ATA Reg strar «f Uit
t.oad Devices.

"he code is also available to non-IATA aitiine 5 z:d

t> non-airline owners. Detalls of the use & 3¢ aviii 3 Ik
iy of the code may be obtained on applica icntc 1, 7 A

3. FUTURE REQUIREMEM TS

The Identification Code contained in this - pacifi x t on
is broken down into two time frames:
those new units purchased or delive e ai« :d
units remarked after 1 Ogtober 1984; and
those new unils purchased or delive ed anc -id
units remarked after 1 October 1993.
Carriers using or contemplating the us: of ¢ s a
grocessing system for the control of U Ds ¢na.id
grovide for an identity code up to 14 ¢.aractzs o
accommodate possible future changes i grint-.

The space aliotted to these 14 characie s woi'l | 1 e
broken down to include four character ty se cocie . :ix
character serial number, four character «waer © iz

For those alrlines who anticipate handling sir/s:r a: e
(intermodal) containers bearing the ISO « ode shou d
make provisions in their data processin . syst+1 o
accept an 11 character code effective 1 O« tober 1 16).

4. REFERENCES
4.1 Administration
Fegistrar of ULDs, IATA, Montreal.

4.2 Technical information

IATA ULD Technical Manual (Recomme led = & -
tice 1681, Attachment 'A’) ~- available frot itne Fie gi »
trar of ULDs (see 4.1) and NAS 3610 (ste 4.3 .

K

4.3 NAS 3610 (for information ourpos €
only)

Ir developing the Identification Code, du 2 not: ¥:
te ken of specification NAS 3610 which is 1 refe ¢
document for alrworthiness certification of airerait u-
lcad devices, as prepared by the Aercs) ace it
tres Association of America, as a Unted St t:
National Aerospace Standard. This doc Imen e
ot the requirements which unit manufec urers r
meet in order to have the unit carried in U #tad .1 &:
manufactured alrcralt. This document s us«
conjunction with the Federal Aviation Ad ninist ¢ i-
(FAA) Technical Standards Order (TSQ) : 380¢ + i
provides a simplified procedure for certific ation. 2 3
of this-document may be obtained from the Asros £ 3:
Industries Association of America, 1250 Zye S«
N.W., Suite 1200, Washington, DC, 20005 3924 | &1
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There are many National licensing authorities who
have already recognised NAS 3610 criteria for licens-
ing equipment for use in civil transport aircraft. NAS
3610 is also a de facto International Standard under
reference 1SO 8097,

5. THE IDENTIFICATION CODE
{Construction)

5.1 General Composition

The IATA Identification Code is intended to fully
describe the unit foad device and therefore combines
the factors of type, external dimensions (base size),
contour and compatibility, and airworthiness cerlifica-
tion. Construction to IATA standard specifications will
aiso be indicated. The code also includes an owner-
ship/registrant code.

5.2 ldentification Code

5.2.1 Prior to 1 October 1993

The IATA Identification Code consists of nine {9) char-
aclers, comprised of the latin alphabet and arabic
numerals, composed of the following elements:

Positon Character Type Description

1 alphabetic ULD Category

2 alphabetic Base Dimensions

3 alphabetic Contour or
Compatibility

4,5,6and7  numeric Serial Number

8and 9 alpha-numeric  Owner/Registrant

5.2.2 Effective 1 October 1993

For units marked or remarked the IATA Identification
Code will consist of nine (9) or ten (10} characters,
comprised of the latin alphabetic and arabic numerals,
composed of the following elements:

Position Charaoter Type Description

1 alphabetic ULD Category

2 alphabetic Base Dimensions

3 alphabetic Contour or
Compatibility

4,5, 6,7 and 8 (see Note below) Serial Number
9 and 10 alpha-numeric  Ownet/Registrant

Note: The serial number will consist of four or five
numerics. Afl entities trapsmitting or receiving elec-
tronic messages containing ULD serial numbers are
required o modity thelr communication systems lo
handte 5-numeric ULD serial numbers,
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6. TYPE CODE (Positions 1, Z
and 3)

6.1 Position 1
6.1.1 Commentary

Positior: 1 shall be used to describe the general t paof
the unit considering only the following character stics:

certitled as 10 airworthiness or non-certified;
structural unit or non-structural;

but also considering some features which h: ve a
significent requirement for special raffic hancii g

fitted with equipment for refrigeration, Insu ation
or thermal control (referred to as “Thermal” as a
generic term for the further purposes of this £ seci-
fication but includes ali the types mentioned) « 7 not
fitted for refrigeration, insulation or thermal co itrol,

also corsidering specific units:

coniziners, paliets, nets, pallet/net/non-stru tural
igloo assembly.

Note: Liefinitions of these characteristics and sp 1c'fic
units wil' be found in the IATA ULD Technical M: nual
and should be read in conjuncltion with this
specification.

§.1.2 Code List

Code
Lette- ULD Category

A'  Certified aircraft container

D! Non-ceriified aircraft container
Non-certified aircraft pallet
Non-certified aircraft paliet net
Thermal non-structural igloo

Thermal non-certified aircraft containe r
Certilied aircraft pallet net

Certified aircraft pallet

Thermal certified aircraft container

Ut Non-structural container

The following previously used codes are not ¢ be
used for new registrations:

(B) Certified main deck aircraft container
{C) Non-aircraft container
(E) Norceliied main deck aircra:
container
(S) Structurat igloo — solid doors
1t Structural igioo — other closures
(other than solid doors)

DOZZT<oM

'These categories do not include thermal units.



