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Karen Forcht 
P/A "D' 
Ht. s,G, wt. 11a 

BCCADD 

Ms. Forcht was int~rviewed at Presbyterian HospitaL on July, 7, 
1994. Her intervi~w is summarized below: 
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#1 - While I w s in my jumpseat, I felt the aircraft suddenly 
lase and gain a titude. The aircraft began to shake and then 
impacted. 

- Upon our 
flames, forming 
me. Debris and 

- As 
fuselage 
engulfed 

mpact, I saw the front o:f the aircraft erupt in 
a fireball which raced down the aisle towards 
passengers were thrown about the cabin. 

eball approached me, debris from the collapsing 
the aisle and protected me from becoming 

flames. 

- When the ircraft came to a complete stop, I shouted my 
commands "Rele se seatbelts! Get out!", and unfastened my 
harness. The c bin was dark. 

#2 - I assesse 
tried to open i 
strength and co 

the tailcone door. Finding no signs of danger I 
. I turned the handle, pulled with all my 
ldn't get the door open. 

- I instruc 
door open, but 
instructed her 
the door a slig 
determined the 
turn around!" 

ed a large male passenger to help me pull the 
till with no success. A women appeared and I 
o do the same. The three of us managed to open 
t amount, a which point I saw smoke and 
xit to be unusable. I shouted "Exit blocked -

- I then said, "Come with me to the window exits!", and tried 
to reach my sec dary exit. The aisle was blocked in front of 
me. The air was filled with heavy smoke and fumes. 

- I was looking on aircraft right for light coming through a 
break in the fus lage. We could only move forward about two or 
three rows. I t rned to aircraft left to look for any openings. 
I found a small ole through which I could see light below 
passenger seats. Myself, one adult male, one adult female, and a 
small boy le to escape through the small opening in the 
fuselage. 

- After we e 
into a residenti 
a passerby to co 
assisted others 
personnel arrive 
they entered the 

ited the aircraft, I realiaed we had crashed 
1 area. I sought out a woman who appeared to be 
firm help was called and on the way. I then 
n the search for passengers until rescue 

I accompanied other flight crew members while 
house to check for occupants. 

- We assemb~ d in a grassy area with the other survivors 
while rescuers a d medical personnel began transporting the 
injured to medic 1 facilities. 
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-I saw a brick w 11 in the carport 

-there was a fam ly that moved from row 21 DEF and they told me 

it was the littlE boy's first flight and they wanted to move up 

to a window. I 1old them they could move up after all the 

passenger came 01 - they moved up about five rows 

-an unaccompanie< minor also moved up 

"'! lhiftlt there We s a woman on the right side with a baby --r--am 
... .... 
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-I remembered the little girl with her "hair up in a little 

thing." They we re running late and ~he asked me ebout her 

baggage .";5 T I' ...... ..~ .. she made it out because I saw 

her. 

-there '!-l_l)jr ,_ ... another lap baby 'J 

-She was .,.... the flight attendant who said that the mother could 

strap the _in-lap into a seat 

-she had burns on her arms,.-. hand~ \fs!:.1 ~ ~Q.C.C... 

-she did not have trouble getting out of her seatbelt and she 

thought the seatbelt on the back jumpseat was very good. It is 

centered and you don't have to ever adjust it. 

-sh~,saw fire duF"ing the impact-it was a wall of fire when they 

't!ttf!:A i'b elgeppal 

-overhead bin in front of her collapsed - the ceiling and floor 

came together 

-thlil restraining strap wa.s up across the back. il:!oe '•J&I't~el!l lha t 
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-If it had been·a useable exit, then she would have let the strap 

down, but it wasn't a useable exit so she left it up there. 

-It was very "small back there" with everything caved in 

-she exited to the left and down 

-she had the "crew manifest" in her~ pocket and she gave it 

to rescuers-she couldn't hand it to them but someone pulled it 

out of her pocket 'a.~-~ ~ ~ ~~ 'Ne.Yt lli.U'Yitt:l.. 
(u-H~R~nt) 

Karen Forcht Date 
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