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June 14, 2013

National Transportation Safety Board
Attn:

Survival Factor

This letter is in response to the records request received by our office on May

28"M, 2013 for a copy of SCSO case 13-06720. Please find the stated records
enclosed.

Please contact me with any questions.

Respectfully,

\"1 s Avtd
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National Transportation Safety Board
Office of Highway Safiety

490 L'Enfant Plaza East, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

May 28, 2013
Chief

iﬁit Coui Sheriff's Office

REQUEST FOR CASE REPORTS and DISPATCH LOG

i Hd 82 AVKEI

CENAER

NTSB Case Number: HWY-13-MH-012
Accident Date: May 23, 2013

Location: Interstate 5, Skagit River Bridge, number 5/712 Mt Vemnon, Skagit County, ﬁA

te

Pursuant to the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974, amended and recodified at 49 US.C. § 1131 et seq.,
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is responsible for the investigation and the determination of
the probable cause of accidents involving all transportation modes and for issuing safety recommendations

designed to prevent future accidents. Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations, §831.9 authorizes the release of
requested information related to an accident investigation.

The NTSB possesses the statutory authority, under the Independent Safety Board Act to "inspect at
reasonable times, records, files, papers, processes, controls, and facilities relevant to mvestigation of such
accident[s].” Further, the NTSB may “require by subpoena or otherwise the attendance and testimony of such
witnesses and the production of such evidence as the Board 'or such officer or employee deems advisable, and

altendance of witnesses and production of evidence may be required from any place in the United States to
any designated place of such hearing in the United States”.

On May 23, 2013, an accident occurred involving the collision of a tractor semi-trailer with the 1-5 Bridge aver
the Skagit River. Pursuant to the above statutory authority, | am requesting a copy of the following information:

- Case Reports for the incident, Case No. 13-08720
- Dispatch Logs.

Please forward the requested information to:

Survival Factors Investigator

Wrﬂ

Preferred method: P el to [

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questicns, | can be reached a_

Sincerel

Accident Investigator
NTSE - Office of Highway Safety
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COUNTY

Incident #: 13-06720
Incident: AGENCY ASSISTANCE
Location: ; 13 - BRIDGE COLLAPSE
When Reported: 19:06:54 05/23/13

Area: SCS0 AREA- MOUNT VERNON

Occurred Between: 19:05:57 05/23/13
And: 19:05:57 05/23/13

DRIVERS:
1) Name:
DOB:
Address:

Home Phone:
Employer:;

Race/Sex; W/M

Work Phone; () -

VICTIMS:
l) Name:
DOB:
Address:

Home Phone;

b i

LEmployer:

2) Name:
DOB:

Address:

Home Phone: () -
Employer:

3) Name;

DOB;

Address:

Home Phone: ( ) -
Employer:

Race/Sex: W/M

Waork Phone: () -

Race/Sex: W/M

Work Phone: () -
This copy was pregared by the Skagit County Sheriff ou

{data) = far the sifisial uss of
(nama)

Race/Sex: A/F {agency)  NTSR for the purpose
of and may not e

revealed to any other individual and/er agoncy o used
Tc_r any other surpase than stated withew! te sonsent
Work Phone: () - of the Skazit Conty Sharifts efice.

WITNESSES:
1 ) Name
DOB

plwdir4.x1

Race/Sex: U/M

0&/14/13
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Address:

Home Phone: Work Phone: () -
Employer:
PROPERTY INFORMATION:
1) Status: EVIDENCE 1-40 Item Type: PICTURE
Item/Brand: CD 1-40 Model:
Serial Number; Color; /
Quantity: 1 Total Value: $
Description:
2) Status: EVIDENCE 1-17 Item Type: CAMP EQUIP
Item/Brand: SLEEPING BAG Model: 1-17
Serial Number: Color: BLK/RED
Quantity: 1 Total Value: $
Description:

VEHICLE INFORMATION:

1 Status: INVOLVED License: State: AB
YIN: _ Expires: Year: 2010
Make: KENW Madel: Type: CTK
Color; BLK/ Doors: 2 Valuc: $
Description:

2)  Status: INVOLVED License: || | | State: AB
vm:_ Expires: */wh/ss Year: 1997

Make: Model: Type; TLR
Color: RED/ Doors: Value; $
Deseription: 1997 ASPEN FLATBED TRAILER
NARRATIVE: This copy was prepaved b7 fiee Skagit County Shetitf an
Natic _ {date) for tha aificial use of
. — < {Rame)
CORRECT NATURE: AGENCY ASSIST Eg, i . for e BUvEose
SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE: G ang may net be

revoaied to a2y other individual and/or 222300y or used
for any other purpess that stated witthout the consent
Date: 08:18:21 05/24/13 oA the Singt County Sheris Ofice.

scT | c:.  Transcribed May 24, 2013

On 05/22/13 at approximately 1506 hours Dispatch advised of a possible hridge
collapse. They firsr reported maybe the Burlington Beulevard Bridge that crosses
the Skagikt River, and then the inlermation was changed to the I-5 Bridge across
the Skagit River,

Name;

I responded from Cook Road near Gsrzdner Road and appzoached the seems down
Pulver Road at Whitmargh Road. As I was arriving, the infermation was coming out

miwdird,x] 06/14/13
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that there may be a wvehicle floating down the river, downstrsam from the bridge,
T parked my vehicle near the intersection ¢f Whitmarsh amd Bennett Roads and
walked up on top of the dike. I did not cee any debris in the river downstream
from the bridge and ran up te the bridoe scene.

while en route to the scene DEEW wag responding to the County shop to
pick up our river boat. DEDPUTY was en zdute to bhe the gfecond man on the
boat. Dispate¢h was advised Co econtact the Water Rescue from

Conway, as we had no other Sheriff's boabs to inte Lhe river. They arrived at
the bridge at about 2010 hours, SERGEANT ﬂrequested sar peeury [

come west from the east part of the county rto organize the Ssarch and Rescue
portion of the cazll.

When I arrived at the bridge I =aw rthat the northern-most span of the bridge had
fallen into the river. I gould see two vehicles in the river, a smzll orange
vaehicle and a tan-colored pickup, along with & camp trailer. I could ses one man
gitting on top of rhe oringe vehicle and a man standing on tep of the tan
colored truck. There were people up on the I-5 bridge, talking down tao the
subjecte. The information I had was that there was one more person inaside the
truck and that they wsre the only two vehicles that had entered the water and
all the people were accounted for. It appeared from my vantage point on the
shore that the bridge frame itself had acted as a cage and contained che
vehieles st that spot and it did not appear that any wvehicles could have floated
away from the accident acene.

DEPUTY _erught the river boat to the Gardner Road access to launch the
boat and come down strezam to the accident scene and arrived at about 19240 hours.
Support wag alao regquested fromsncheomich Counky and from the Coask Quard and the
Navy at NAS Whidbey. I requested our Skagit County Swiftwater Rescue Unit be
deployed. I alse redquested Mountain Rescue, ag it appeared rescue may have to be
done from above, down the khridge pillar te the ze¢cident scene where the vehicles
were at in che warer.

DEPUT‘I-had alsc requegted Snohomish County's Swiftwaber Rescue and alae
Whatcom County's Swiftwater Rescue to respond.

While I was ac the sceme, the Mount Vernon Fire Depsrtment Battalion Chief-

ontacted me there and we c¢oordinated Skagit Count h and Rescus uniks
and fire id personnel from that location. DEFUTY arrived, along with
SERGEANT who teook over command of the Search and Rescue Units,

I wes also made awars Lhat OFFICER -from the Mount vernon Police
Dapartment may have spoken to a witness who saw someone in the water downskream
from the accident scene. I did contact OFFICER [ or the scene and he
pointed to an area of the river approximately 100 yards downstreem frem the
accident scene. He said that when he first arrived on the dike, an unknown
citizen pointed into the water and said that someéons was in the waker and had
just gone wunder the water and had not come back up. There was scme debrie in the
water near that location. OFFICER said rcthak they checked along the
riverbank downstream there and 4id not see anyone.

At chat time helicopters had arzived on scene. Navy personnel were landsd on

shore and put into the boats to help with the rescue of the subjects in the

water who were sitting on top of the cars. Other helicopterg were used to search

the river downstream from the accident scene in case anyone else was in the

water. There were also beoatas in the water. I was cestacted by the Tribal Police
This by was precarvd by the Shagit County Sherilf on

ios the uificial use of

{date)
nama) ~
rplwdird.x1 :\aﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ ___ forthe purpese  08/14/13
of - and may net be

revseled 16 wRy ather individual and/or agsicy ef asad
for ay othier purgase thay stated without the consent
of the Skagit Sounty Shariffs Offiee.
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Dgpartment Boat who picked ur a hackpack and a sleeping bag in the water that
sppeared to have c¢ome from the vehicles involved. Inside the backpack was a
laptop, however there was no identificaties. I later picked wp the sleeping bag
and placed it in my ecar, however the backpack was no longer on the scena. I
requested that the Tribal boat and other boats in the area check downstream from
the loeation for any pogsible victims in the water.

A short time later information came from the heliccprers Chat there was sameone
on the shore near the river downstream aspproximately a mile to mile and a half,
waving their arme ag i1f they needed to be rescued. These subjects wers contacted
and they were just waving asbout some debris that had floated down the river and
ne one was seen in the river downstream from the accldent scens.

All of the subjects in the water that we knew about were rescued by our river
boat and transported to the hospital. From eyewitnesges of the accident,
ineluding the subjects who were in the water, there were only two veshicles that
ever went into the wacer and only three individuals, Both vehicles and subjects
were accounted for.

Divexs locked at the scene and it did not feel safe for them to enter the water
if there was no indication that there were any more vietims in the water; no
divers were deployed.

SERGERNT -Btayed on the scene. I gleared and went to the Emergency
Operations Center for a briefing abeuk the incident.

Before I left the peene I was given a black gym bag and the gray sleeping bag
which I Ilater placed into found property in the drying reom.

05/24/13, 0415 hours, SERGEANT _

P

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE:

Name;
Date: 11:06:42 05/24/13
DEP CP, Transcribed May 24, 2013

On C5/23/13 at approximately 1500 hours I was on a traffic stop on College Way
ar I-5. Dispatch advised that they were receiving reperts that a bridge had
collapsed between Mount Verncn and Burlingten, pcessibly the Riveraide and
Burlington Boulevard Bridge. I looked north from my locationm and observed
vehicles slamming on their brakes and gtarting to back up on northbound I-5 at
the Skagit River Bridge. I also notiged that there was ne traffic traveling
southbound on I-8 from the Skagic River Bridge. I did notize a piskup truck and
a semi-truck and trailer stopped on the shoulder of I-5 heading southbound, juar
gouthh of che Skagit River Bridge.

I ¢leared my traffic step and activated my emergency lishta om my peticl
motorcycle, rcraveling neorthbound up the sgouthbound -5 off-ramp and onto
southbeund I-5. A3 I reached the edge of the southern-most part of the bridge I
cbserved people out on the bridge locking down at someching and people getting
cut of chelr wcars that were stopped con the bridoe on neorcthbound I-S. As I ran

Tiis Gopy wWas aragared by the Siagit Cowndy Sleni oo

{data) _ {or the nifisial uso of

rplwdir4.x1 [maiiie) 06/14/13
{agency) for e nurpose
of ! aid may not he

revazied to any other individuad amd/or apensy or ised
tor any otfier purpase than stated withos! the conssat
aof tie Shast Codny Sharifi's Offce,
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the bridge deck towarde the scene, I was contacted by TROOPER SERGEANT
ﬂcwe ran up to the scene and were contacted by & third trocpezr. As we
- approsched the area where the bridge had collapsed a subject in an orange
fleggsr's vest contacted me and stated he was the driver of the semi-truck that
wag parked alengside I-5. Along with him was a pilet car driver. They wers
later identified aaﬁ{the semi-truck driver) a.ndF
(the pilot caxr driver). They stated that there were twe or three veniclea in the

water and thar there were subjects sitting on top of them, waiting te be
rescued.

At this point SERGEANT -c‘md I deterxmined that the bridge may be unscehle
and that all of the vehicles stopped in the northbound lare of the bridge needed
te be evacuated immediately in case further collapse of the bridge oceurred.
SERCEANT [ anc © quickly organized an evacuation plan for the vehicles.
Because I was on a patrol motercycle I was able to manuver through the backed up
braffic and contact Mount Varnen Police OFFICER [ ~ho wa= at che
intersection of College Way and I[-5. I advised him that he needed to =rtop
College Way traffic and that we would be evacuating northhound I-5 wvia the
northbound on-ramp. I made my way northbound up the en-ramp to the edge of the
bridge deck where I directed over my loud spmaker for all parties to ger back in
thelr vehicles and co sctare turning around and exiting I-5 via the northbound
on-xamp at Cellege Way. There was an off-duty rtrooper that I had assiscing,
holding northbound traffic at College Way, Lo not further compound the problem.
SERGEANT -and I wera able to get all of the traffie turned arcund and
evacuated off the bridge and nerthbound I-5 from college Way,

once the #ecene on the bridge was secure, I contacted the driver of the
semi-truck. He provided me with hia Alberta driver's license. T also contacted
the driver of the pilet ¢ar who provided me with her Washington sStace driver's
license. I was also contacted by a third party, identified by his Washingten
State driver's licence, as istated that he was directly
pehind the semi-truck at the time of the bridge collapes. I acsked [ lvhac ke
observed, he stated he was southbound on I-5, Jjust getting on the Skagit River
Bridge behind the egemi-truck and trailer, when he suddenly cbserved debris
coming off the hack of the trailer, the trailer and load suddenly started
bruncing up and dowt in the &ir and pounding on the bridge deck.y-stated
that he slowed down Cto geb =way from the flying debris and the trailer. He said
suddenly he felt his wehicle srarcing te £all and hit the readway, @5 if the
read was givipg out underneath him. He rapidly accelerated az thke bridge deck
collapeed behind him. [l vas driving a black BMW which was parked just ahead
of the pilet car. He atated he may have suctained some damage to the hottom of
his car. I advised him to contact the Washington State Patrol the next day to
obtain a case number for insurance purposes. I also collected [N ce1ephone
number for contact by the Waghington State Patrol at a later time.

I then contacted the driver of the semi-truck who told me he believed his load
may have struck the cide of the bridge. I asked him what had happened and he
stated that he was southbound on I-5, appreoaching the Skagit River Bridge. He

had all of his proper permits and a pilot car with a pole, As he entered the
bridge a white semi came wup next to him in the fast lane, forcing him te stay in
the slow lane, At this point he felt several large jolts to his truck and he
heard a loud noise behind him. He stated he continued off the bridge and then
pulled off to the right as soon as poscible. It was then when he looked back he
noticed the bridge eollapsing.

I also spoke with the piler car driver, _ 2he stated she alse zaw

This cauy was veepared by Hia Sfegit Sounly Shedif o

{das) tar the shivisl nss of

rplwdird,x1 {pzme) 06/14/13
fagency) far i DATEaSE
o . andl wmay fei be

're'raaled 1o any ether dividual aa gfor aguncy or nsad
for any ccher purpose $an siated without i ¢ consant

cremm Pl gl N A
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the bridge collapse as they pulled over and stopped on the south side of the
Skagit River PRridge.

I examined the load on_ trallex which was a large steel framed

box with open sides. There was damage to the passenger front corner of the
structure and all the way dewn the passenger side to the rear of the structure.
There was paint from the bridge and debris on the deck of the trailer and
structure. I alsp noticed a tie-down strap from the trailer lying in the =low
lan® on the bridge declk,

I collected contact phone numbers for both the semi-truck driver and the pilat
car driver, I advised them to skand by in their vehicles for further contack i=1%
the Washington State Patrol. I took both of their driver's licenses and turned
them over te Lhe Washington State Patrol for follow up, The witness had left
the scene at this time.

I responded to the north end of the bridge deck where it had broken and stood by
with fire percomnel 2& rescue boats from the Skagit County Sheziff's Office
worked to remove the occupants of the vehicles frem the gesne. I used ny
porteble radie Lo keep in contact bekwsen the bridge deck and the rescua
workers. I obgerved & tan colored crew cab pickup down in the water with z male
subject standing on the driver's rumning koard. I was told that thers was also a
fzmale subject in the wvehicle, There was an orange colored pascenger car Just Co
the west of the truck. An goccupant was on the roof of thar vehiele and had been
removed by rescue workezrs, There was algo a large trailer juet in front of the
orange car which had Bbeen towsd by the trueck. This trailer was upside down and
gubmerged underwater. The information I received wag that all parties wers
accounted for and were waiting to be picked up by rescug workers.

I photographed the scene from the south side of the bridge deck with my digital
camera. The photos were later placed into evidesnce under item #1-40.

At 2144 hourse all three parties had been rescued from the scene. Washingten
State Patrel had geene security and DOT had the roadway secured, I responded to
the north side of the bridge in Burlington where I rontacted SERGEANT

At 2221 hours I cleared the call. No further action raken,
05/24/13, 0953 hours, DEPUTY_
CF

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE:

Name: [N

Date: 08:16:06 05/26/13
DEP -P, Transcribed May 26, 2013

On 05/23/13 ak approximately 1906 hours I was working in the area of Cock Road
and 0ld 98 when I heard Dispatch advise of a pezsible bridge collapse in the
northbound lanss of I-5 on the north end of the Skagit River Bridge. I responded
to the Skagit County Read Shop and assisted DERUTY _in preparing che
river bhoat for deploymenr and responded to rthe Gardner Road &acoess where we
launched wikth SERGEANT ito head to the adene. Once we arrived on
. y the Thaslt Doty Sheii on
Titis cony vias pretared by the Skagli Lauiny Suerit .
:i:.IS ‘;435 ’ 1ar the oifigia) wee OF
{dake)
{name;
for t PUTB0% 413
o
{:;g R anG may het oe
T = —— R . .
reverted th any oller individual an! _Hnr a:g,an‘,y a5 UsHi)
for aay oilier purpese than stated Wi ths consaRl
of the Skagi! Seanty Sheriffs CHCe.

rplwdird.x1
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geene I observed a white mals subject sitting on top of his vehicle., He scated
he was ckay and I observed another whire male subject whe stated that his wife
was in ghock in the Dodge Ram pickup truck and he was standing on the running
beard. He stated he was ¢kay as well,

We devised a plan te secure the first subject who was by himself on the top of
his car and we got him into o and transferred him to rthe ghore. Once at
the ghore we picked up DEPUTY and responded kack ocut to the scens where
we stood by with the zubject and his wife uneil a Navy diver arrived on scene.
We then devised a plan to remove the subject's wife as well as the orher male
gubject and return them to shore,

We then cheeked the river for debris and any other subjecte with negakive
results. Afrger getting permission ce clear the river we returned the river boat
back te¢ the shop.

No further action taken by we at this rime.

CF

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE:

Name:

Date: 05:09:30 03/28/13

DEF _GMCD, Transcribed May 28, 2013

on 05/23/13, at zpproximately 1906 hours, I waes working = traffic emphasis and

wag just elearing a traffic stop on Fairhaven Avenue and Spruce Street. I
overheard Dispatch advise that the Interstate 5 bridge head collapsed into the
river. There wers an unknown ameunt of subjects in the river. SERGEANT

then reguested that I get the boat from the County Shop.

I rasponded Lo the County fhop, at which time I was assisted in getting the boat
and loading it by DEPUTY I and oerory BB tnitially the plan was to
launch from the Gardner Road Bccess, although we had information that we might
not be able to get the beoabk from the wupriver side te the downriver side. There
wagd slso infcrmation that come pecple wers floating down the river.

While enroute to EBdgewater Park, SERGEANT_ advised that we would be able
to get the river boat underneath cthe hridge in order to accezs cthe subjects who
needed to be rescued. At that time we were advised that thers appeared tc be
three wehicies in rthe water and there were subjecte on top of their wvehicles.

DEFUTY - peeory [ sexczav: N - - respended to the

Gardner Reoad BAgcess., At that time we launeked the river boat. DEFUTY
SERGEANT_ and I then zesponded to rche bridge eollapased site,

Whnen we arrived I could see that there was cne subject sitting eon top of his car
and ancther subject had bhis body outside of his truck. It appeared thac he
gither might be standing or sitting on the window. The subjects advised that
they were fine. I could see some visible abraszicens on the male subject who wase
in the truck. He stated that his wife was ineide the truck, she was in shoek,
and she could not swim. He stated that she belisved she was fine, other than
Yot Doty Siacdif on
10 comy Was pranared by U Skagi Cotnty Shant ,
Thiis Copy Was prapas=tii 105 e afficial uss @f
{1ale}
rplwdird.x1 mz“-‘f}_ ; Tor e WRasIs/14/13
{af,el.w and may ol oe
i _— o
reveaicd ) any ather individual aau!inr AguaIsy o 1’:9?
for iy biles puriase 1an sizted Without thy conseal

ot g Skaiit County Shen's (e
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going inceo shock,

We then maneuvered the boat up to the bridge site. We were able to get a FFD to
the male subject sitking on the car. Afrer he got his PFD on, we did give him =z
rope for him te held onte just in case he fell. He was then able to stand om a
piece of the bridge and access our boat. We estayed in communication with the
male subject lIn the truck. At that time we were trying to assess how =efe it wag
in order for us to get him out of the truck, There was quite a bit of water
going arcund on both gides of him. There was a large portion &f the bridge on
the =south side ¢f his wvehicle, although there was guirte a bit of current and a
deep hole between that roadway and his wvehicle. We did net feel ik would be safe
at that time te ery znd get him and his wife out of the wvehiele. We were going
to asseas if the helicoprter would be able to 1lift him from that site or wait for
Swift Water Rescue to ser up & gafe rescue to get him and his wife out of that
location.

We then transported the male subject we had rescued off of the car back to the
shore. He appeared to be in fine condition. He was turned over to medica.

While we were doing this, we notie¢sd a boat with several subjscts in it, later

detexmined to be the Dike Digtrick, was maneuvering rheir hoat wup te the bridge

and was trying to accessz rhe gubjects that were in the truck. They were told to
leave due te the fact they were not rescue rpersonnel and we were conderned about
how zafe it would be to get those subjests out of the truck.

We chen wenk back teo the location where we aktayed in contact with the male
subject ko mike sure that the situation with his wife did not change. He kept
us updated on how she was doing. He stated she was In warer ui Eo her Knees. 2t

that time DEPUTY [ vac alco onboard with us. DEPUTY and SERGEANT
were able to get PFD'S for both the male subject and his wife,

A sheort time larer NAS Whidbey had landed their helicopter. Alse, _
Water Rescue was on the scene with us, next to the bridge. They did go get the
NAS Whidbey diver, brought him te wug, where DERUTY ] sEroEavT h
and the diver were able t¢ rescue the male and the female from the truck. The
female was loaded onto a bagkboard, She was then placed onte the boat. Her
husband got on the boat and we were able tec teke rhem szafely to shore.

We also regeived some information that a subjest wss seen floating down the
river and wag lagt ssen going under the water spproximately a hundred yards
downstream from our location.

A Snohomish County helicopter long with one of their boats, were searching the
arga. We also requested midater Fescue sgearch that area as well.

Bverybody had been accounted £or the two vehicles. The third vehicle was
attually s trailer that had been towsd by a pickup truck, At that point we
didn't know if there wags anpother vehicle in rhe water that had possibly floated
down or Lf there was a motorcycle or if there was anybody else in the water.

Snochomish County Dive Rescue ascessed the situation. They did determine mot to
dive at that cime., Also in looking at the way the bridge collepsed, we did not

believe that there were any subjects underneath the bridge. Ws did feel pretry
confident that there was no one else in rhe river, We then secured.

0G/2&6/132, 2010 Hrs., DEPUTY_

Tuis cony was orepared by the Skagit Goanyy Sastiten
e il i *ar b oificial use &

{daie]
EZ::;%}“ inr the purose
e Lo _ and may o M] 413

revezien 10 sy obier individual andfer agenay of nsed
foe 2y oihies Durgass then siaied witient the comsent
nd #hee Sicanit Mouty Sherifls Difiee.
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gmad
SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE;

Name:

Date: 07:55:26 05/28/13
ST GMCD, Tranzcribed May 28, 2013

on 05/27/13, @t approximately 1800 hours, when I returned to work, I learned the
identities of the subjects invelved in this aecident.

The owner of the gym bhag was who lives on Buleon Read, I did
contact him and return Lhe gym bag, I believe the owner of the gleeping bag
would be who lives in Oak Earbor; however, I was not able rta
locate a phone number and get a hold of him. The sleeping bag is still in found
property and can be returned 1f the ownex is contacted.

05/28/13, 0100 Hra., BSERGEANT _

amed
SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE:

Name!

Date: 11:26:42 05/28/13
seT [ cvco, Trenscrived may 28, 2013

On 05/23/13, at approximately 1310 hours, members of the Skagib County High Risk

Team were training when they recelved information that the Skagit River Bridge
had collapsed.

We immediately secured from trxaining and respended rowards the scene. I
responded to th hop in snticipation of pieking up the river boat;
however, DEPUTY had already retrieved the boat and was launching., I

then responded from the County Shop down Burlington Eoulegvard ko the Whitmarsh
Road scene.

once on the cecene I eontacted DEPUTY .3 szreeanT B : obscrved theat
8 sction of the I-5 bridge had fallen into the river. vhis section appeared to
bave folded and droppsd into the wiver. I saw 2 vehicles on the ecollapssd
gection of roadwsy. A smaller crange ear was on the wescside of che atructure
and facing northbound. There was a male cubject seated on the roof of rchat car.
I also chserved a brown pickup truck facing ascuthbound and a male subjecr
gtanding near the drivers dosr. There was a camping trailer laying upside down
near the orange car.

The Skagit County river boat was in the river cn the wesc zide &f the collapsed
gection of bridge. I observed that it was being piloted hy oerUTY [ =<
I could see that SERGEANT nd DEPUTY [vere also onboard. 1
conferred with DEPUTY about what rescurces were on scene, what resources
he needed, and our operational periecd.

I apoke with %Washington State Patrel LIBUTENANT _ and received

updared, and ongoing information. It appeared at that time rthat oaly two
vehicles had entered the water. One was the brown Dodge pickup truck that was
southbournd, pulling & camp crailer, and the other was a small orange car that

was northbound. IC &ppeared that the single occupant of the Orange Car,. a. c...r
hiis copy was prepared hg%‘ue IHALT Guiﬂn; Sherill o0 o
) t::l T {ur ing uifictal use &f
ddate)
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younger white male, was seated eon the roof of the car. I obgerved a male
subject setanding on the driver's gide of the brown Dcdge pickup Lzuck, and he
indicated to membere of the boat arew that his wif sagnger in the
pickup truck and she wag slightly injured. DEPmrwdvised me that the
bozt crew had a plan to remove the subject in the orange car firsc, as he
appeared to be the leaat injured.

Gnce that pubject was removed and brought to shore, he was turned over te fire
department perscnnel. At that time DEPUTY [ boarded the river boat and
they returned out to maintain contact with the subjects in the brown Dedge
Exuck. I observed that there was a large pisce of concrete roadway positioned
against the bridge structure, just forward of the pickup kzuck. This concrete
sglab afforded some landing ares for responders to get close to the truck.

At that time the beat was in a good position te do an immediace rescue if anyone
was to fall in or be swept away in the current. DEPUTY [ llzcvised that ne

wanted o maintain his posirien there until we could have the Navy arrive and
decide if rhey wanted to remove the female via helicoprer or if she was stable

enough cto be Lransported by boat.

Aftar a sghort time a helicoprer from NAS Whidbey Island did arrive and I
contacted the flight crew. I escorted a flight crew member down to the landing
area, where the river boat picked them up a&nd drove back out to Ehe &cene. once
on the eeene the flight crew EMT determined that the female patient was stable
enough Lo be moved from the vehicle by boat rether than helicopter. Several
rescue pergonnel then did remove the female from the boat.

While this rescue was taking plaece, I was coordinating efferts to get additional
helicopters to the area. I requested disgpatch contact the Custom and Border
Protection (CBP)crsw in Blaine to respond to the scene. I know they have FLIR
capapility and we were quickly losing daylight. Thr Snchomish Couaty Sheriffs
Office helicopter, Sno Hawk, was already on the scene, along with Snebomish
Councy's Dive Regecue boat and several divers.

While che rescue of the couple was taking place in the brown Dodge truck, we
received information that someone may have been swept downstream. I made contact
with mambers of the Dike Distriecr #12 boat crew and asked them ke contact other
boats downstream and do & gweep of the downstream area for any possible victims.
From the timeline I rold them it was likely that & victim could be swept as far
a8 Conway, and requegted Lthey begin searching from the scene southbound, which
they did,

After a short time the 8Sno Eawk helicopter adviged they had a female on the

besch waving her arms frantically, trying Lo get attention. I directed SERGEANT
_g‘I:U make centact with that female, which she did. She indicated that

the female wanted Lo point out debris fleaking by, consisting of a cocler znd

the truck bed liner ZIfrom the Dodge ctruck. It did not appear khat the female had
geen any human viccims.

I overheard members of che Tribal hoat, specifically SERGEANT_

advise that they had launched £zom the EBdgewater area and were pacrolling in
that area. I reguested them to remain there as we had plency of hests up at the
actual scens, and by this time any debris would likely be down by Edgewater Park
area or farthsar south.

We centinued the search efforts until I spoke with rrzyTenanT |GG
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of the Washington State Patzol, He advised me that based on the interviews that
his Sergeants and Troopere had conducted, it appeared that there were only two

vehicles in the wakter and only three wvictims. There wasa ne indication to
kelieve that there were other cars in the water or any other victims at thia
Eime,

While this was taking place, members of Skagit Dive Regrus had been assembled at
my vehicle for a possible rescue. I contacted senior merbera of Dive Rescue and
with our updated informarion we did not feel it was apprepriste to launch divers
&t this time. we had no sepecific information thet other persons were in the
water, and T did not feel it appropriate teo risk on a wvehicle recgvery.

A short time afrer that, members of the medla and gevernmental officials
arrived. I briefed members of the Mount vernon and Burlington city officials on
the informatien we had ui to date at thar time. A shoxt time later SHERIFF

_and COVERNOR arrived. I briefed GOVERNCR [Jlk= the
sratus of the azearch and rescgue operation.

The Skagit County 8Sheriffrs o0ffice Search and Rescue Dive Team stood down, the
Sheriff's Qffice beoat was sgecured, and perscrnel responded back to theirx
appropriate activities.

I then responded toc the Emergency Operations Center znd contacted SERGEANT
B . that time there was early conversation about rerouting traffic and
other post collapse events; howWever, we did not feel there was any other search

and rescue assistance needed at that time. I secured.
05/27/12, 1BOC Hre., SERGEANT _
gmad

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE;

NamE:_

Date: 10:39: 13
DEE GMCD, Transocribed May 25, 2013

On 05/23/13, at approximately 1905 heours, I overheard Dispatch advising of a
possible bridge collapse over the Skagit River. The inicial report was that the

bridge was the one located on Burlington Boulevard, then that wag echanged to the
I1-5 bridge across the Skaglt River. I overheard on my scanner that there wezre
several cars in the water, along with gubjects in the water. I immediacely
regponded from Burlingren Beoulevard and Fairhaven Avenue. I approached the scene
from Whitmarsh Reoad, off of Burlingten Boulevard.

Upon zrrival there were other fire and police personnel on the =cene. Once I
walked over the top of the dike I =aw thar the northern section of the bridge
had c¢ollapsed intoc the river and there were two vehicles tangled within the
metal structure, in the water. I also saw there was ab least one subjsct on tap
of an orange wehiecle and there was alsc a subject standing on top of a gray
pickup cruck.

I relayed thig information to DEP’JTY_whc: wig entouke to pick ui the

river boat, and would be responding te the scene, along with DEPUTY

While waiting for the Sheriff's boat to arrive, I agzisted wikth some crowd
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control.

Additional units were raguested to reecpond, such as a swift water rescue unit
and helicopters from the Coast Guard and NAS Whidbey. Also, in talking with
other persornel on the scene it did net appear that there were any other
subjecte gtill in the water, and the only two vehicles involved were oontained
within rche eollapsed structure.

veeorv[ I ¢ arxive on the scene in the Sneriff's beat and compleced the
rescue of the sesubjecks from their vehicles.

By now there was a helicopter from NAS wWhidbey on the scene and a short time
later = helicopter from the Snohomish County shariff's Office also was flying
overhead, and was checking downstream from the in¢ident.

I atayed on the scene for a while longer and mhen ¢lezred the scens to sacure
for the evening.

05/25/13, 0830 Hrs., DEPUTY _

ymed

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE:

Date: 08:24:56 05/30/13
6T IE-cD, Transcribed may 30, 2013

On 05/28/13 I spoke with membery of the Washington Deparkment of Fish and
Wildlife azbout their response to the bridge incidenc.

I spcke with wildlife Agenk _HE advised me Ethat there were a total
of three Washington Department of Figh and Wildlife Agents utilized that dav.
OFFICERII co19 me thar the three Game Agents launched frem the Gardner Road
Boat Launch area at approximately 2030 hours. The three subjecks in the boat
were Wildlife agsnt [N i1:lite Wildlife Agent

Wili‘ili E-from Whatcom County; and Wildlife Agent Wildlife

orricer [l co2a ve cret they lsunchea ac appreximacely 2045 nours ana raa
the river down to the geene. He said chey worked their way approximacely 1-i/2
miles south of cthe bridse collapse and worked most of the beach area gouthbound
downgtream from the same, approximstely 1-1/2 milea. They were in the warer for
approximately two hours and then ascured.

I then contacted the Swinemish Tribal Police Department and spoke with OFFICER
IDA! He advised m& that four persomnel went out in their Tribal xiver
oat. He zaid the boat was pilored by SERGEANT IDA OFFICER
oA ILFFICER [ o2 and Reserve ULIic IDA The
four of chem launched from Edgewater Park and went upstream. OFFIQER
adviscd thar they were 1n the water for approximately rchree to four B . Ha
sald they did gather one piece of evidence, which was picked uwp by a civilian
boat. He believed it was & piece of medical equipment. It was later determined
to be & C-PAP machine cthart belonged to the female passenger in the Dodge piekup
truck. OFFICER lso advised chat three additional persons from Tribal FD.
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vereceive [ zo2 [l orrrcer o> I o0 orercs: [ -2:

asgisted rhe Washington State Datrol with road bleocks and traffic.

The investigation continues.
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MASTER PROPERTY SHEET

Case # {If‘" D“ﬁmg Unit # &4 Y Date E:'L ,j‘;:ii-f/, z‘?i Time Dé} b,
— L - ,‘ j i fn
Brand . Model/Desc v {; ;
Ser # Colorrﬁ" e é «" .. Cf f ﬁf_ J:J'-’«
Value _ E\ridEncefSafekaE?undPr j(}ther . i
Owner__ s~ pa a4 Name #DOB__ -
Address____ ; i
Notesfjf"fi .;:Jf*.fhfri. Cm '“"ﬁ‘%‘%
ltemn # ltem Na\rl':ne 4
Brand Model/Desc
Ser # " Color
Value Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other
Owner .- Name #DOB e
Notes
ke # ...ltem Name
Brand , Model/Desc
Ser # . - Color - -
Value __. __ Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other .
Owner Name #/DOB ;
Address___ —
Notes . -
tem # o ltem Name
Brand Model/Desc
Ser # — Color
Value - Euidence/Safekp/FoundProp!Dtl‘na‘ —
Ovition Name #DOB l:rf:;c!@py was prenpared ty the Skagi Ga:?a;u Sh:n: ::n'n L
s I:-:g'iy: forfie lmese
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Case # | T 1/ 77~ Unit# (i-C//] Date gﬂgg‘?f-_;*j Time Qﬁ;;ﬁi
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Notes ':_;_r,._““ ‘C; fi‘ffﬂ?”r,ﬂ% - O .:::,rf,%{ i _f:
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Notes
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Owner_ _ Name #DOB
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