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WILL REICHARDT, SHERIFF 

Public Safety Building - 600 South Third - Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
Phone: (360) 336-9450 Fax: (360) 336-9455 sheriff@co.skagit .wa.us 

Via Fax -

June 14, 2013 

Natio 
Attn: 

' 
• • • n Safety Board 

• • I I - •., I 

Dear 

This letter is in response to the records request received by our office on May 
28th, 2013 for a copy of SCSO case 13-06720. Please find the stated records 
enclosed. 

Please contact me with any questions. 

Respectfully, 

Sheriff 

. . . ' 
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May28, 2013 

National Transportation Safety Board 
Office of It~ Safety 
-4110 l 'Enfant Plaza East, SW 
Wllshirlgton, D.C. 20!iM 

REQUEST FOR CASE REPORTS and DISPATCH LOG 

NTSB Case Number: HWY-13·MH-012 
Accident Date: May 23, 2013 
Location: Interstate 5, Skagit River Bridge, number 51712 Mt Vernon, Skagit County, 

141002 

•' -~ 
:::r::· ~ 
::z::JIO ~ -< ; 

N ~ CD 1M 
'":'8 ~ :::s;. 

r.' ~ .. .t, . 

'.!: 

Pursuant to the Independent Safety Board Act of 197 4, amended and recodified at 49 U.S. C. § 1131 et seq., 
the National Transportation safety Board (NTSB) is r~ponsible for the investigation and the determination of 
the probable cause of accidents involving all transportation modes and for issuing safety recommendations 
designed to prevent futl.lre accidents. Trtle 49 COOe of Federal Regulations, §831.9 authorizes the release of 
requested information related to an accident investigation. 

The NTSB possesses the statutory authority, under the 1 Independent Safety Board Act, to "inspect, at 
reasonable times, records, files, papers, processes. controls, and facilities relevant to investigation of such 
accident{s)." Further, the NTSB may "require by subpoena or otherwise ttle attendance and testimony of such 
witnesses and the production of such evidence as 1tle Board ·or such officer or employee deems advisable, and 
attendance of witnesses and production of evidence may ~ required from any place In the United states to 
any designated place of such hearing in ttle United States•. 

On May 23, 2013, an accident occurred involving the collision of a tractor semi-trailer with the 1-5 Bridge over 
the Skagit River. Pursuant to the above statutory authority, I ~m requesting a copy of the following information: 

Case Reports for the incident. Case No. 13-06720 
Dispatch Logs. 

Pleasefo fonnation to: 

Survival Factors Investigator 
rd 

Preferred method: 

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, I can be reached 

Accident Investigator 
NTSB- Office of Highway Safety 
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SKAGIT COUNTY 
SHERIFF 
Incident Report 

Incident #: 13-06720 

Incident~ AGE~CY ASSlSTAl.~CE 

Location: ; 15 - BRIDGE COLLAPSE 

When Reported: 19:06:54 05123/13 

DRIVERS: 

1) 

Home 

Employer : 

VlCTIMS: 

l) Name: 

DO:S: 
Addre$$: 

Home Phone: ( ) -

Employer: 

2) 
DO 

lfome Phone: ( ) -

Employer: 
3) Name: 

DO.B: 

Address: 

Home Phone: ( ) -
Employer: 

WITNESSES: 

1) Nam 

rplwdir4.x l 

Area: SCSO AREA- MOL"NT VERNON 

Occurred Between: 19:05:57 05/23/13 

And: 19:05:57 05123/13 

Race/Sex: W 1M 

Work Phone: ( ) -

Race/Sex: W /M 

Work Phone: ( ) -

Race/Sex: W 1M 

Work Phone: ( ) -
This copy 
(date) 
(nam!J) 

hy thll Slia2it C!Junt'J Sherif'f Ga 
l--1'urlhe .(JifiCil!l U51H>t 

Race/Sex: AIF {age:tcy) purpose 
of aorl may nat be 
re~ealed to any other !ndivl!lual and/or agency ~r usea 
fer any oth<:r purDose t!:llrt statllrl witbcut lhe coilsent 

Work llhone: ( ) - of tlte Slll!git Gour1ty She1iff's Office. 

Race/Sex: U/M 

06/14113 
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Incident Report Page 2 of 13 

Home 
Employer: 

PROPERTY INFORMATION: 

l) Status: EVIDENCE l-40 

Item/Brand: CD 1-40 

Serial Number-: 

Quantity: I 

Description: 

2) Status: EVJDENCE 1-17 

Item/Brand: SLEEPfNG BAG 

Serial Number-: 

Quantity: 

Deseription: 

VEHICLE INFORMATION: 

1) Status: 

VTN: 
Make: l<ENW 

Color: BLK/ 
Description: 

2) Status: INVOLVED 

YIN: 

Make: 

Color: RED/ 
Description: 1997 ASPEN FLATBED TRAILER 

Work Phone: ( ) • 

Item Type: PICTURE 

Model: 

Color-: I 

Total Value: $ 

Item Type: CAMP EQUIP 

Model: 1-17 
Color: BLKIR.ED 

Total Value:$ 

Model: 

Doors: 2 

License:
Expires: •+JU JU 

Model; 

Door-s: 0 

State: AB 

Year: 2010 
Type: CTK 

Value: $ 

State: AB 

Year: 1997 

Type: TLR 
Value;$ 

NARRATIVE: Thi~ ~~<lPY was prepared IY,i 1ite Ska~li County S112jt! illn 
{date) ·-for tha o#isiai u~e o1 
{nams)_ 
laaPnr"l fGr til a llU!iJ9Se 
cl a ' aorl :ml} not llc 

Name: 
rnvcalsli to ; i!y otltar iooivic;Ja! anti/or ~~ell!:Y N used 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE: 

fer any cth~:~r parp::se tha 1 stated wlthoct lim c&r.sent 
Date: 08: I 8:21 05/24/13 ~~ tho S!mgit Counw Stlerilfs Oilice. 
SGT Cl?, Transcribed May 24, 2013 

On 05/23/13 a t approximately 1906 hours Dispacch adv-ised of a possibl e bridge 
eoll.apse . They firs~ repor ted maybe the B1,1rlingt on Boulevard Bridge t hat o:-oeeee 
t he skagit:. River, and then the inrormat.ion was changeo to the I - 5 Bridge acr oss 
the Skagit River . 

I r esponded from Ccok Road near Gardner Road and ;ztpp:roached the s cene down 
Pulver Road at Whi tmarsh Road. As I was arri ving, the information was coming out 

rplwdir4.xl 06/14/13 
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Incident Report Page 3 of 13 

t;hat there may be a vehicl e floating down the river, downstream from the bridge. 
I parked my vehicle nea:r the intersection of Whitmarsh a."\d :Sennett Roads and 
walked up on top of the dike. I did not see a.ny debris in the river downst:ream 
from the bridge and ran up to the bri dge scene. 

While en route to the scene DEPUT":! - was :r:eeponding to the COWlty Shop to 
pick up our river boat:. DEPUTY~ the second man en the 
boat. Dispat.ch was advised to contact the Water Rescue from 
Conway, as we had no other Sheriff'e boa~nto the river. They ar:-ived at 
the bridge at abouc 2010 hours. SERGEANT --requested SAR DEPU'l'"!~o 
come west from t he east part o f tne count y t:o organi ze the search and Re:.cue 
port.ion of the call. 

When I arrived a t t:he bridge I saw chat; the nort he=-most epan o£ the br idge ha.d 
tal.len lnt:o t:he r~ver. r could see t:wo vehicles in the riv G!r, a. small orange 
vehicle and a tan-colored p:i.ckup, along with a camp trailer. I could aee one man 
sitting on top of t:he orange vehicle and a man standing on top of the tan 
colored tr1.1ck . There were people up on the I-5 bridge, tal king down to t he 
subject-s . The i nformation I had was that there was one more person i nside the 
truck and t hat they were t:he only two vehicl es that had en t e r ed the water and 
all the people ~tere accounted for. It appeared from my vantage poinc on the 
shore that the bridge frame itself had acted ae a cage and contained t he 
vehicles at that spot and it. did not appear that any vehicles could have floated 
aw;~.y from the accident scene . 

DEPUTY - brought: t:he river boat to t he Gardner Road access to laun::h the 
boo.t and come down stream to the acci dent scene and arrived at about l94C houre. 
Support 1~as also :r:-equeeted fromsnohorrish COUt'lty and from the coas~ Guarc;i and the 
Navy at NAS Whidbey. I r equested our skagi t County Swiftwater Rescue Unit be 
deployed. I also req\leeted Mountain Rescue, a.a it appeared rescue may have to be 
done from above, down the bridge pillar to the accident scene where the vehicles 
were at in the wa ter. 

DE!?UTY-had also requae t.ed Snohomish county • s swiftwater Rescue and al so 
loo"hatcom County's s wif t:wat.er Rescue to respond . 

-

I was a t t:he acene, the Mount 'lfernon Fire; Department Ba tta l ion Chief 
ontacted me there and we coordinated Skagit coum:.Uiiifh and Rescue units 

and fire ... personnel f rom that: locat i on. DEPUTY - ~rrived, alo::1g with 
SERGEANT - who took over command of the Search and Rescue Units. 

I was also made aw!lre that OFFICER - from the Mount vernon Pol ice 
Department may have spoken to a. witness who saw someone in t he water downstr eam 
from ~he e~ccident .scene . :I did c ontact OI'"FXC3R on cne scene and he 
pointed to an area of the r i ver approximatel y lOO yar ds downsr.ream from the 
acci dent scene. He sai d t:hat when he first arrived Cln the dike , an unknown 
c i t::i.:z;en pointed into the w~ter and said that s omeone was in t he wacer and had 
just gone under the water and had not come back up . There was some de:bri$1 i n the 
water near that location. OFFI CER - said t:hat they checked a long the 
riverbank downstream there and did not see anyone. 

At: t hat time hel icopters had arrived on scene . Navy personnel wer e landed on 
shore and put: into the boats to he lp with the rescue of the subjects in ::he 
water who were sitting on top of the cars . Other helicopters we:re used to sear~h 
the river downstrean from the accident scene i n case anyone e l se was in the 
wat:er. 'l'here were also boats in the water. I was contacted by the Tribal Police 

·n
1is copy was ~repareu by 1!1e S~~git C~·11ntv Sl•orif·~ on 

(datcl _____ .----·--~·ioi th~ olh!:Jal use of 
{name) 
I agency)~-------of. am1 may ilct ba 
r ... veaieo to lin~' (jther ino!vidual and/or a&eHCJ or used 
f~r <lilY ~'tiler llllt1'0SEl tll\lrJ slated wi~lout the consent 
otti1e Skagit Ci)llllt"t Sheriff's Offi~e. 

rplwdir4.x l icr 'the ,;mTjlo.se 06/14/13 
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Department Boac who picked up a backpack and a sleeping bag in t:he water that 
appeared t:o have come from the vehicles involved. Inside the backpack was a 
l aptop, however there was no identificatio.."''. I later picked up the s l eeping bag 
and placed it in my c:ar, however the backpack was no longer on t he scene. I 
recr..1eeted that t he Tribal boat and other boats in !:he a.rea check downstream from 
1:.he location for any possible victims in the water . 

A short: time later informati on came from the helicopters that there was someone 
on the shore near the r iver downstream approximately a mile to mile and t. half, 
waving their arms as if they needed co be rescued. These el.lbjects were contacted 
and they were j ust waving about some debris t hat had floated do\rn t he river and 
no one was seen in the r iver downstream from the accident scene. 

All of the subjects in the wate:r that we knew about were rescued by our river 
boat: and cransported 1:0 t:he hospital. From eyewitnesses of the accident., 
including- the subjects who were in the water, there were only two vehi cles that 
ever went into the wacer a.nd only three individuals. Both vehicles and sl.lbjecta 
were accounted f or. 

Dive:::s looked at the scene and it did not f eel safe for them to enter t :t>..e wat e :t" 
i f there waa no i r.dication eh.at there were any mor!! v ictims in the water; no 
d.ive:rs were deployed. 

SERGEANT - stayed on the s cen!ll. I c l eared and went 1:.0 the Emergency 
ope.ral;ion.s Center for a briefing about the i ncident . 

Before I left:: the scene I was given a bl ack gym bag and the gray sleeping bag 
which I later placed into f ound p r opert y i n t he drying room. 

OS/24/13, 04 15 hours, SERGEANT 

CP 

SUPPLEM:ENTAL NARRATIVE: 

Name: 

Date: 11 :06:42 05/24/13 
DEP - CP, Transcribed May 24, 2013 

on 05/23/:1.3 a t approximat:ely 1900 hours I was on a traffic etop on College wa y 
at: I · S. Diepatch advised that t:.hey wer e receiving reports that a bridge had 
collapsed betweert !{.aunt Vernon and Burl ington. possibly t h& Rive.:side and 
Burlin~t:on Boulevard Bridge. I lookad nor th from my location and ob3erved 
vehicles slamming c::n their brakes and sta:r:-ting to back up on northbound I-5 at: 
the Skagit Ri ver B:ridge. I also noticed that there was no t r affic traveling 
sour:hbound on I - S from the skagi t: River Bridge. I did not i ce a pickup t:ruck and 
a semi-t:ruck and trailer 3topped on t:he shoulder of I-5 heading southbounC., just: 
south of ehe skagit River Bridge. 

I elcl:lred my traff.:.c st:op and aetivated my emer gency lights on my patl:ol 
mot.orcycle , t.raveling nort hbound up tlle southbound I-5 off - ramp and ont.o 
sout hbou."''d l-5. As I reached t:.he edge of the southern- most part of the bri dge I 
observed peopl e out on t he b r i dge looking down at somet.hing and people getting 
out of t:heir cars that were stopped on the bridge on nort.hbound I ·S - .1\s I ran 

rplwdir4.xl 

"fi1is copy was prepared IJ~- \he $t(agi! Collnty S11eriff en 
(date) --~--------tor the IJificil!. ~so ct 
(oamel 
lazer.cy:-) ---------- fGr the lliJI1lDse 
cf · an~ ma, not be 
rev::laled to a1;y cmer i11dividual alld/or ageucy t>r useti 
for any oth~r purpiJSf; t:ilan S'lateo without til~ &l>nsei11 
of the S~l!~it CCJtltiW Sheriff's Qfficc. 

06114113 
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~o che bridge deck towards the scene, I was contacted by TROOPER SERGBANT 
- we ran up to the scene and wer e contacted by a third troope!:" _ .1\s we 

approached the area where the bridg!! had collapsed a subj ect in an orange 
flagger•s vest: cont~cted me and seated he was the driver of the semi- truck that 
was parked alongsid~ him was a pilot car driver~The were 
later identified a.e __...{the aemi- t:ruck dd.ver) and 
{the p ilot car driver). They s t$ted that there wex:e two or three ve •= ea in the 
water and that: there were subjec ts sitt i ng on top of them, waiting co be 
rescued . 

Pit this point SERGEANT - and I ri.ete~.i.ned that t.he bridge may be unsr.abl e 
and that. all of ti'va vehicles stopped in t he norchbound lane o e the bridge needed 
to be evacuated immediately in case further collapse of the bridge occ1,1r;z:-ed. 
SERG~ and I quickly organized an evacuation plan for the vehicles . 
Bec:auee I wets on a {lllt:rol motorcycle I was al:lla t:.o manuver through t:.he backed up 
traffic and contact Mount vernon Police OFFICER who was at che 
inter section of college way a:n.d I -5 . I advised him that he needed to sr.op 
college Way traffic and that we would be evacuating northbound I -5 via the 
northbound on-ramp. I made my way northbound up the on-ramp to the edge of che 
bridge deck where r directed over my _oud speaker for all parties to get. back i n 
thei:t" vehic les and co scarr. turning around al".d exit.ing I-5 via the northbouno 
on-l:"a~mp at College way . There was an off -duty crooper that I had ass isr:ing, 
holding no:rthbound traffic at college Way, to not further cornpovnd the problem. 
SERGEANT - and I were. able t o get all of the traffic t\lrned around and 
evacuated off the bridge a nd nort:hl:>ound I -5 from college way. 

once the s c:ene on the bridge l'las secure, ! contacted the driver of the 
semi-t:.ruck. He provided me with hia Alberta drive r 's license. I also contacte d 
the driver of r:he pilot car who provided me wit:h her washington Stace driver• s 
license. I was aleo contacted by a third party, j,cient ified by his washingt:.on 
State driver • s license , ae • • stated that he was directly 
behind t he semi - truck at t he time of the bri dge collapse. I asked - what; he 
observed, he stated he. wa.e southbound on I -5 , just getting on the Skagit Riva:r 
Bridge behind th~ semi - t:n.1ck and trailer, when he s vddenly observed debris 
coming off t:he back of the trailer, the crailer and load suddenly staJ:ted 
bouncing up and do•.rn in the air and pounding on the b r idge deck. l stated 
t hat he slOI'Ied down to get a•..,.ay from the fly ing deb.:de and t he trailer . He sOlid 
suddenly he felt his vehicle scarr:ing to fa l.l and hit the roadway, as if t he 
road was giving out underneath him. He rapidly accelerated as the bddge deck 
collapsed behind h im. - was driving a black .BMW which was parked just ahead 
of the p ilot car . He stated he may have sustained some damage to t:he bot. tom of 
his c a r . I advised him to contact the washingt on State Pat day to 
obtain a case number f or insur ance purposes. I also coll ected telephone 
number f or contact by t.he waehington State Pat:. r?l at:. a l ater time . 

I then contacted t J1.e driver o f the semi-truck who tol d me he believed his load 
may have struck the side o£ t he bridge. I asked him what had happened and he 
stated thai: he waa southbound on I-5, approaching the Skagi t River Bridge . He 
had all of hie proper J?ermits and a pilot car with a pole. As he entered the 
bridge a white semi came up next to him in the fas t: lane, forcing him to stay in 
the slow lane. At t his point: he fel t several large jolts to his t ruck and he 
heard a loud noise behind him. He sta~ed he continued off the bridge and t hen 
pulled off t:o t he right as soon as :possible . It was then when he l ooked back he 
noticed the b r i dge eollapsing. 

I a. l s o spoke with ::he p ilot: car orive:r:, She stated she also n.w 

rplwdir4.1Cl 06/ 14{13 
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t:he bridge collapse as they pull ed over: and stopped on the south side of the 
skagit River Bridge. 

I examined the load on trailer \~hich was ;~. large steel framed 
box with open sides. There to t he passenger h ·ont corner of the 
structure and a ll t he way down the passenger side to the rear of the structure. 
The re was paint from t.he bridge and debris on the deck o f the tra il€!:r and 
s t ructure. I ;;~l.so :toticed a t: i e - down strap from the trailer lying in the slow 
lane on t;.he bridge deck. 

I collec t:ed contact phone numl:lers f or both the semi-truc k drivex- and the pilot 
car driver. I advised t hem to stand by in their vehicles for fur ther contac t by 
the Washi ngton state Patrol. I took both of the ir driver ' s licenses o!lnd turned 
t hem over t o che Washington St:ate Patr ol for follow up o the wir.ness had left 
the scene at this time. 

I resJ?onde.d tc) the north end of the bridge deck where it had broken ~nd stood by 
with fire personnel as r escue boats from t:h.e Skagit count:y Sher i f f ' s OfficE:! 
worked to remove the occupants of r.he veh icles from the s cene. I used my 
por':able radio to keep in contact between the b r idse deck and the rescue 
workers. I observed a tan colored crew cab pickup down in the water wi1:h a ma.le 
subject s tanding on the dri ver• s r unning boar.d. I was told that there was also a 
female subject i n t:ha vehicle. There was an orange colored passenger Cal:: j ust to 
t he west of the t ruck. &-'! occupant was on the r oof of t ha t: vehicle a t1d had been 
removed b y rescue worke:t"e . There was als o a l arge trai l er just i n fx-ont of t he 
orange car which had been towed by t he truck . Thi s t r ailer was upside do.,.'l1 and 
::ubmerged underwater. The information I received was that all J?artie.s were 
account:ed £or and were waiting to be p i cked up by rescue wo:::-kers o 

I pho t ographed the scene from r.he s outh side of the bridge deck: with my digit a l 
came ra. The photos were later placed irtto evidence und.E.r item #1 - 40. 

At 2144 hours a ll three parties had be. en re$cued from the scene . Washington 
State Patrol had ecene security and DOT had t.he roadway s!!cur~do I r eaponded to 
t he north e ide of the bridge i n Burlington where r contacted SERGEANT -

At 2221 hours I cleared the call. NO f u r ther act ion t:aken. 

OS/24/l3, 09 5:3 hours , DE 

C!? 

SUPPLEMENTAl .. NARRATIVE: 

Name: 
Datc: 08:16:06 05/26/13 
DEP - P, Transcribed May 26, 2013 

On 05/23/13 at approx imar.ely 1906 houx-s I was worki~g i n the area. of cook Road 
u.nd Old 9 !1 when I heard Di spatch advise of a poseible bri dge collapse i n the 
northbound lanes of I -5 on the tl.Ort:b end of the Sk~r Bridge. . I responded 
to the Skagit: county Road Shop and assis t e d DEPUTY--i n preparing the 
r ivar- boat f or deploymeiii.~~~~~mded to t:he Gardner Road access whe re we 
l aunched with SERGEANT ---to head to t:be scene . Once we arrived on 

~ ... . .. ·t· r,HI!t~,, S'iC(ifi O!l nis c~~y \'135 nrc!'~reo by u,e .>i\~~: 1 v~~"1' ; . . . ,, ' 
, ; . , · · 1ilr. the Cl!liWJI !!~~' o< 
\ll':l!eJ - -----

{m:mel --·· , ~ l')llwdir4.x 1 {agency) -·--- ,or ,,e ~Ur}!Ot'l;/14/13 
. ~110 ma~ r.ct ce 
:~; a~'l otl\e( iooiridual a:ul/or 3!20i:)' or t:sr.d 
fur ~ny 0u,1er purl)ase ~:han stated v1:1h0t1l tlls co~ssm 
{It !h~ Skatvt ~c11nty Stariff's Oiflec 0 
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scene I observed a white male subject sitting on top of his vehicle. He st.ateo 
he was okay and I observed another white male subject who stateO. that his wife 
was in shock in the Dodge Ram p i ckup truck and he was standing on t hol r t.:.nning 
boaro. He stated he was okay as welL 

We devised a plan to secur e the first subject who was by himself on t.he top of 
his car and we goc him into o. and t: t'ansferred him to r.he ehore. Once at 
t:he shore we picked up DEPUTY and responded back out to the scene where 
we stood by with t he sub j ect an his wife until a Navy diver arrived on scene . 
We then devised a plan to remove the subj ect ' s wife as well as the o t.her mal e 
aubject and return them to .shor e. 

We then checln~d the river for debris and a.ny other subjec;:s wit:h negative 
resul t:s. Af ~er getting permission r.o c lG!ar t he river we returned che river boat 
b1:1ck to the sbop. 

No furt:he r action taken by me at this time. 

05/25/13, 2020 hours, :OJ::PU'l'Y 
CP 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE: 

Name: 

Date: 05:09:30 05/28/13 
DEP ....,GMCD, Transcribed May 2f3, 201.3 

on OS/23/l3, at approximately l906 hours, I was working a traffic emphasis and 
was just c l.e01.r.ing a traffic sto:p on Fairhaven Ave nue and Spruce Street. I 
overheard Dispatch advise t hat the Int:ers cat~ 5 bridge had collapsed into che 
river. There t"lere an unknown amou."lt: of subjeco:s in the river. SERGEANT 

- then requeated chat I get the boat from t:he county shop. 

l responded to t he County Shop, at which t i me I was assisted in getting the boat 
and loading it by DEPUTY and DEPUTY !nitia lly the plan ~1as to 
l aunch from the Gardner Road Access, although we had info:r;mat i on that we might: 
not be able -c.o get t:he boat from the vpriver side t:o the downriver sioe. The~e 
was also infol1tlation that some pG!ople were f loating down the river . 

While enr oute to Edgewater Park, SERGEANT adv ised that we would be able 
to get the river boat underneath t:he bridge in or der to access t:he subj ec cs who 
needed t:o be rescuGd . At. t.hat time we were advis:&d that. thii>.:>:"li' appeared to be 
t hree vehicles in the water and there were subjects on top of their vehicles. 

DEPUTY 
Gardner 
SERGEANT 

DEPT.l'IY - SSRGBANT - and I respol'.ded to t:he 
At that time we l au.,ched the r i ver boat. DEPUTY -
and I l;.hei'l :t"eeponded to t:he bridge collapsed ei te. 

when we ar rived I could see tht!t there wae one subject sitting on top of his car 
and another aul:Jjeot hac:i h ie body outside of his truck. I t appeared that: he 
either might be s tanding or sitting on the window. The subjects advised that 
they were. fine. I coul<:l see some visible abrasione on the mal e subject wt:.o wae 
in the truck . He e';ated that his wife was inside the truck, she was in shock, 
and she could not S\otim. He stated that she believed she was :Hne, other than 

rplwdir4.xl 
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going im:o shock. 

we ehen maneuvered t:he boat up to t h..e bridge site. We were able to get a PFD t.o 
the male subject sltting on the car . After he got his PFD on, we did give him a 
rope for him to hold onto just i n case he fell. He was t hen able to stand on <t 
p iece of the bridg~ iiind access our boat:. We stayed in communication with the 
male subject ln the t ruck. At chat tinte we were trying to asaees how safe it w<>.e 
in order for us co get him ou t of the truck. There was quice a bit of water 
going around on bol;h sides of him. There was a l arge portion o£ the bridge on 
the sout.h side. of his vehicle, although ther.e was quit.e a bit of current and a 
deep hole between ; hat roadway and his vehic l e. We did not fee l it would be safe 
at that time to try and get him a..?'ld his \~i£e out of the va.loticle . We were going 
t:o a ssees if the helicopt:er would be able to lift him f. r-om that site or wait for 
swift Water Rescue to s 0t. up a s01.fe rescue to get him and his wife out of that 
loce~tion. 

We then transported the male S\lbject we had rescued of f of the car back to the 
shore_ He appear ed to be in fine condition. He was turned over to medics . 

t-lhile we were doing t:his , we not i ced a boat with several subj ects in it, later 
dete:tmined to be the Dike District, was maneuvering t:heir boat up to the bridge 
and waa trying co access che eubj ecta that were in the truclc;. They were told to 
leave d1.1e to the fac t they were not: rescue personnel ·and we WG!re eonce:tned about 
how ~.>a.fe it woul d be to get chose subjects out of the truck. 

we t:.hen wenl; bacl<: to the location \'/here we stayed i n contact wich t he male 
subject to make s1.u:e that the situation ~o i t.h his wHe did not change. He kept 
us updated on how she was doing_ He eta ted she \oras i n w~ to h<;!-r knees. At. 

time DEPUTY was also onboard with us. DEPUTY - and SF.RGEANT 
able co get PFD' s for both the male subject anct hie wife. 

A short time lat:er NAS Whidbey had l anded their helicopter. Also , 
Water Reecue was on the scene with us, next to the bridge. They 
Nli.S Whidbey diver, brought: him to US, where DEPUTY - SERG~T 
and the diver were able to rescue the male and the fem~le from the truck. The 
female was loaded onco a backl:loard. She was then p laced O!'ltO the boat. Her 
husband got: on the boat and we were able to take chem safely t o shore. 

we also received some information that a subject was seen floating down the 
river and was lilet seen going under t he watcar approximately a hundred ya.rde 
downstream from our location. 

A snohomish County hel th one of their boats, wer e searching the 
areeo _ ~:e al:5o requested Wa t er Rescue search that area as well . 
Ever-ybody had been accounted for the two vehicles. The third vehicle was 
<tCtually a trailer that. had been towed by a p ickup truck.. At that point: we 
d i an • t know if there was another vehicle in t he water that had possibly £loa ted 
down or j,£ there was a motorcycle or if there was anybody e l se in the water_ 

snohomish county Dive Rescue assessed t he situation. They did determine not to 
dive at t.hat eime. Also in looking at the way the bridge colle.!)eed, we did not 
believe t.h<&t ther e were any subject s \LTlclerneath t.he bridge. We did feel pretty 
conf ident that. t:here ... -as no one e l se in che r i ver. We then secured. 

05/26/13, 2010 Hrs., DEPUTY 

rphvdir4.xl 



06/ 14/ 2013 09 :20 FAX SKAGIT CO SHERIFF 'S OFF 141011 

Incident Report Page 9 of 13 

gmcd 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE: 

Name: 
Date: 07:55:26 05/28/13 
SGT--.,GMCD, Transcdbed May 26, 2013 

on 05/27/13, at: appr oximately l BOO hours, when I ret.urned to work, I laa-rned the 
ident i ties o f the subject.a i nvolved in r:his accident. 

The owner of the gym who lives on Bulson Road. I did 
contact t he owner of the sleepi ng bag 
would be in !{arbor; however, I was not abl e t o 
local:.~ ;.. phone number and got I) hold of him. The el~:!eping bag i :s :st i ll in found 
property anci c::an be returned if t.he owne:::; is c ontacted. 

05/28/13, 0100 Hrs., SERGEA!tt 

gmcd 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE: 

Name: 

D~tte: 11:26:42 05/28/13 
SGT IIIIIIIIIGMCD, Transcribed May 26, 2013 

on 05/23/13, at approxima t e l y 191.0 hou:r:-s, members of the skagit County High Risk 
Tea.m we:::;e t. raining when they recei ved information that t;he Skagit Rive~ Bddge 
had collapsed. 

we immediately s@cured from tretining and responded t:.oward.e t.he acene. I 
responded co th~hop in anticipation of pickitl.g up t.he r iver boat ; 
however, DEPUTY~had <~lt·eady ret rieved the boat: and wae l aunching. I 
t hen responded froo. the county Shop down Burlington Boulevard to the Whi trnarsh 
Road scene. 

Once on che!! scene I cont.acted DEPUTY nd SERGEJ>.NT - 1 observed theat 
a sction of che I-5 bridge haci fallen i nto the river . r:hi s eecti on appeared co 
have folded and dropped into t.he river . I saw 2 vehicles on "ehe collapsed 
section of :r:oaclway. A smal l er orange ~ar was on the wesr.si de of the structure 
and facing no1:thbo~nd. There was a male subject seated on the roof of that car. 
I also obs@rv£!d a brown p i ck.up truck facing southb01.1ncl and a male subjec"e 
standing near t:.he drivers door . There was a campi ng trai ler laying upside down 
near the or ange car. 

The Skagit County ~iver boat was in th.e river on the west:. side of the collapsed 
section of bridge. I observed t hat i t was bei ng piloted by DEPUTY and 
I could see that SERG:E:ANT ---._nd DEPUTY - were also onboa.rd. I 
conf<!!rred with DEP1JTY ~resources were on seen~, what. ~esources 
he needed, and our operational period. 

I apoke with Washington St.ate Patrol LIEUTI::NANT and recei ved 
upd.a:.ed, a."'ld ongoir.g infom.ation. It appeared a t only two 
vehic les had entered t he wateL One was the brown Dodge piclrup t ruck that: \'taa 
southbound, pu l ling a camp t:raile.r, and the other was a small orange c::ar that 
was nort hbound. I t appeared that the singl e occupant of the oran~~ ~pa~·~itlt'{SI\er\ff-iln 

!his copy 1M3S pri!!lafed hy ,,e ,i<tll!,l. \~r me ol\'icial llSt! <l~ 
(<tate) ,-~·-

{~zme)~=- tcrth~$)U~14/13 
t~gancy) _ - :!r:d may ooi bB 
of . . . ~--;.. ,,·~(!~d 
reve~led! to ~ny other ind\Yl~~al a ~~!.ol_ a&ef\.,1 v• ~~:t 
f .,n·· O'llier JlUn>'Jse ltlan s;;.ted IN:;tlcbi 1hf tom;~;,, or ... ~ • . .., OW 
r)(11\e Sk<it,t C\;~tmy S~~:f.ri;;'s .t:(:il, 

rplwdir4.xl 
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younger white male, was seated on the roof of the car . I ohee:r:ved a male 
subject standing on the driver 1 a eide of th<! brown Dodge pickup tr:uck, and he 
ind j.ca ted to members of the boat crew that his wif~ssenger in the 
pickup truck and she ..,as slightly injured. OEPUTY~dvised me: that the 
boat crew had a p l an to remove the subject in th~ ora~ge car first:, as he 
appeared to be the least injured. 

Once t hat eubject •aas removed and brought to shore, he was tiLl;"ned over to fire 
depar tment personneL P.t that time DEPT.TT'l boarded tile river boat and 
they returned out :o maintain contact with the subjects in the brown Dodge 
tt:Uck. I obse:cved :hat there was a large piece of concr:ete roadway positioned 
against the bridge stt:Uct ure, j ust: forwa:r:d of the pickup tr\lcll:. This concrete 
s lab afforded some landing area for responders to get c lose to the t:ruck. 

At:. t~t time the boat wae i u a good posit ion to t\o an immediar:e rescue it anyone 
was r:o fall in or be swept a way in the current_ DEPUTY - advised that he 
want::.e.d to maintain his posit::.ion there unti l we could have the Navy arrive and 
decide if t:hey wanted to remove the female via helicopr:er or if ehe was stable 
enough t:o be trensported by boat _ 

After l!l short time a hel icop t er from NAS Whidbey Isl and d id arrive and I 
contacted the fligt.t crew. I e scorted a flight crew member down to the landing 
area, where the :ri ver boat picked them up and drove back out to the <~cene. once 
on the scene the flight crew EMT determined that the female patient was stable 
enough to be moved from the vehicle by boat rather than helicopter . Several 
rescue personnel then did remove the fe~M-la from the boat. 

Whil e t .his rescue was r:aki ng p l ace, r was coordinating e~forts to get addit i onal 
helicopter~;~ to the area. I request:ed dispatch contact the cus t om and Border 
Protection ( CBP) e r e..., in Blaine to respond to the scene. I know they have l!'LIR 
capability and we were quickly losing ~ayUght. Thr Snohomish coun~:y Sheriffs 
Office bel.icopter, Sno Hawk, was already on the scene, along with Snohomish 
councy• s Dive Rescue boat and several divers _ 

While che rescue of the couple was taking place in the brown Dodge truck, we 
received informatio::J that someone may have been swept do~omstr®am . I made contact 
with mambere o f the Oike District: #12 .boat crew and asked t he m to contact o t her 
boats downstream and do a eweep of the downs:tream a r ea for any possible victims. 
From the timeline r t:old them it was l ikely that a victim could be swept a.a far 
as Conway, and requested they begin searching from the scene southbound, which 
t:.hey did. 

After a short time t:he Sno Hawk helicopter adv.ieed they had a fe!!'.ale on t he 
beach waving her o.rmo f:o::;;mtic.:~lly 1 t rying t.o ge t. D-etention . :I dire ct..ed S!RGI!:ANT 

co make contact with that female, which she did . She indica ted that 
the female wanteo to point out debris floating by, consist ing of a cooler and 
the truck bed liner from the Dodge t:ruck. rt did not appear th;tt the female had 
seen any human v ictims. 

I overheard members of t:.he Tribal boat , specifically SERGEANT 
advise that t hey had launched f rom the Edge\\•ater area and were pacrol l ing i n 
t.hat: area. I requesteo them to r emain t hera as we had p lenty of boats up a t t he 
actual scene , and by this time any debris wou ld l ikely ba down by Edgewacer Park 
area or farther south-

w.z continued the search efforts u.ntil I spoke with LIETJTEN.lU-IT 

"his ~·ll'l'' '1/~S rlft'jlaied !IY ~i;e :Si\?.f,!t Ccunty Sl.lCI'il: en 
~t . '•I· T 1 rolr til~ ()I!!C!ll\ LIS{' r.! 
(di!ltl) -------~- •. 
(namel ___ ..-~ lor tne Qur;)ose 
(ag~ncyl - ---- :!nd n12y r.c\ ba 

~IJe;,\erl to <sn]~iiv\tiual anrJ!cr ~y i)r use.d 
for any otl:er purvosc tr.tw11: ~~ated w;~hout the conse111 
nf<l.o <>:!t""'if P.r.nr;ilr '\hRrif!'S IJifiC\\. 
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of the Washingt on sc.ate l?at:rol . He advised me that based on the im:erviews that 
hie Sergeants and Troopers had conducted, it appeared that there were only two 
vehicles in t he water and only three victims. There wa~ no i ndi cation to 
l;leliev e t h a t t he r e were other c~rs :i.n the water or any o ther v i ctims a t this 
t;:i.n~e. 

While this was tak:..ng place, membe:n; of Skagit Dive Reac1.1e had been assembled at 
my vehi c le f or a p:Jssi ble rescue.. I contacted senior rnernher a of; Dive Rescue and 
with our updated infonnac.ion we did not feel it was appropriate to launch divers 
at this t i ro.e. we had no specific info:rmation t hat other pe reons were in the 
water, and I did n::~t feel it appropria';e to risk on a vehicle recovery. 

A short time af~:er that, members of the media and governmental officials 
arrived. I briefed mel'tlbere of the Mount Vernon and Burlington city officials on 
Lht: iuforn~at:ion we had up to elate at that c.lme . A eho:r;t time later SHERIFF 
~and GOVERNOR • a r :ri ved . ! briefed GOVERNOR ~n the 
~the search and reecue operation. 

The Skagit Cmmty Sheriff's Office sear ch and Rescue Dive Team stood down. the 
Sheriff • s office beat wae secured, and personnel respond@d back to theil;' 
appropri a te act ivit:..es. 

I then responded to the Emergency operations Center and contacted SERGEAl~T 
At that time there was early conv-ersation about rerout:i ng traffic and 

other post col lapse events; however, we d i d not fee l there was any other s earch 
and rescue assi star:ce needed at tha t. time. I sec1.1red. 

05/'27/13 1 lBOO Hrs., SERGEANT 

gmcd 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATJVE: 

Name: 

Date~l3 
DEP ~GMCD, Transcribe d ?'lay 29, 2013 

On 05/23/13, at approximately 1905 hours, I overheard D.iepatch advising of a 
possible bridge collapse over the Skagit River. The inir:ial r~port was that the 
bridge was t he one locaeed on Bur l ington Boulevard, then that was changed to the 
I - 5 bri dge across the Skagit River. l over heard on my s c anne r that c.here wel;'e 
several cars i n the water, along wi t h s ubj ecte in the wat:.er. I inunediac.ely 
responded from Burlingc.on Boulevard a.nd Fairhaven Avenue . I approache!!d the ecene 
fl'"nm Whi tmarsh Road. off of Sur1ington Bou1cwa.rd . 

Vpon a:;rival there \'7ere other fire and police personnel on the scene. once I 
wal ked over the top of the di ke I saw t hat: t he nor thern section of t:he bridge 
had collapsed into the river and there were t wo vehicles t angled wi thin the 
metal struct ure, in the water. I also saw there was at l e ast one subject on top 
of an orange vehiele and there was also a subject standing on top of a £ray 
piclcup c.ruck. 

I rel!layed t;:his infoJ.'Tllati on to DEPUTY - who wae enr out e to pi~e 
rive:r: boat, and would be respondi ng to t;.he Hcene, along with DEPUTY--

While waiting for the Sheriff's boat to arrive, I assisted with some crowd 

. . . ,. "'"";'\ t 1, . i"' e ~r.a~ ~~ni) S~l!r~n nv 
'!illS .:NP\ W3!, p.epm vi ·~ m ~l!r tht estlicial ~e iif 
\d2te) -----~------
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control. 

Addit::.onal units were requested to resp011.d, such as a swift. ,.,ater rescue unit 
and helicopte%·s from the Coast: Guard and NAS whidbey. Aleo, in talking with 
other persOJ'U\el on the scene it did t~ot. appear that t.here were any ot:her 
subjects still in the water, and the only two vehicles involved were contained 
within t:he co:llapsed structure. 

'O£PO'TY~id arrive on the scene in the Sheriff's boat and comple ced the 
rescue of the subj ec te from their vehicles . 

By now there •11as a heU.copter from NAS Whidbey on the scene and a shQrt time 
later a helicopter from the snohomiah Count y sheriff's Office also was flying 
overhead, and was checking downet ;:;-eam from t:he incident. 

I stayed on the scene for a whil e longer and t:hen clear.ed the scene t.o secure 
fo r the evening. 

OS/25/ l3 , 0930 Hrs. 1 DEPUTY 

gmcd 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE: 

Name: 

Date: 08:24:56 05/30/13 
SGT .MCD, Trcmecribed May 30, 2013 

On 05/29/1 3 l spoke wit.h members of the Washington Department; of Fish and 
Wildlife about their response to r.he bddge incident . 

I spoke with ~ildlife Agen t He advised me t:hat there were a r:otal 
of t;hx-ee Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Agents utili2ed that day. 
OFFI CER told me that t he three Game 1\gents launched from t he Gardner Road 
Boatt Launch area a t approximately 2030 ho-l)r B. The three subjects in the boat 
were Wildlife Agent Wildl.ife - Wildlife 
.. e - from 'ilhat com aounty ; and w!'m'ife Agent ••••• ife 

OFFICER - told me that they launched at approximately 2045 hours and ran 
t he river down co the scene . He said t:hey worked their way approximaca.ly l- l /2 
miles south o f che l:lriC!ge collapse and worked most of the beach area ~outhbound 
downstream from the same, approximatel y 1-1 /2 miles. They •.qer e in the wa~:ar for 
approltirnatel y two hours and then secured. 

wi t.h OFFICER I then contac't.ed the s winomish Tribal Police Department and 

.. 
IDA - He advised me that four personnel ibal dver 
He ~ the :Ooat was pilot.e~ SJ::RGEANT OE'FICER 

- IDA FPICER ID.r>. - and Reserve IDil. The 
four of c:hem launched from Edgewater Park and went upst ream. 
ad.visc:d that; t;hey were in the water for appr.oximately r:ll.rea t:o four H~ 
said they did gather one piece of evidence, ,,hich \'laS picked l.lP by a civilian 
boat. fie :believed ic was a. piece of medical equipment:. It was later d~termined 
to b~ a C-PAP . ne t:hat: belonged to the female passenger ~.n the Dodge pickup 
truck . OFFICER lso advised chat:. t:ht"ee additiona l persons from Tribal PD, 

rplwd ir4 .x l 06114/13 
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O!TECTI VE - IDA . OFFICER - IDA • ~d OFFICER - all 
assisted c.he Washington stata P<ltr o l with road bloeK:s and traf fic. 

The investigat ion continues. 

SERGEA.1\TT 
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Skagit County Shenff•s Office 

MASTER PROPERTY SHEET 

o4ao 
Item # j ~ l ,-·; _ Item Name .·::_; L?-.J;.fJ ·> { \(.:' /0_.'-··: ___ . r,..,' i,-----------~ 

'' (I 
Brand 

'.,/ . 
____ Modei/Desc .. ' 
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- -- . . -~~ ' o....=..;''------~--

~ ,·· . ~· - "' l J 

. .. Evidence/Safekp/~u~dPr,5l'Other ·-- - --
. ' t..: - .:::....Jt',...-

Value _ _ _ 

Owner \.,_)··· \··, r--:. ~---- ·~ ,_ ... / i __ Name #/DOB_ .------ _____ ,,,, . __ 
Adci'ess._....,. __ _ 

~, ·,.~,----;-, ---r \ 
Notes ~ · · ~:; ':c.J r ", d ~>;-L -..... .... (:) 

Item # ____ _ 
\) 

Item Name _ _ _ 

Brand ____ ModeVDesc ____ _ _____ _ 

Ser # _ ________ Color ____________ ~ 

Value __ _ _____ Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other _ _ 

Owner __ _ Name mooe __ ~------
Address ___ _ 

Notes 

Item # ______ .. Item Name ___ , .. _" _ _ ____ _ -----------.. -- ---

Brand W.OcleVDesc ------------- --

Ser # _ _ ~ ... ·----

vaJue _ _ .. _ 

OWner _ __ _ 

Address_ 

Notes 

·-- Color _____ _ 

Evidence/Safekp/Fol.l'ldProp/Other __ 

Name #/DOB _______ _ 

--------~--·- - -

Item# ___ ~- Item Name ___ _ 

Brand ____ , ____ ____ ModeVDesc _ _ _ _ __ _ 

Ser # ·--·-- Color----·-- --- · 

Value -----·_ ... __ _ __ EVidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other _ . 

Owner _ __ _ 
·rhis CllPY was pre11ar5rl !•v ih~: Ska&it County Sh-eriff en 

_____ _ Name ~DOB •:~ ote) •-nr tl-lf "tii~i":~l ;esno? 

Address._. 

Notes 

i!ir any ctlicr pur~ase !h;m ~;;ted wilfit".i\ S~e !:onsi!lit 
-,f !he Slla~H Cour.t~ $ileriti's !Yfice. 
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Skagit County Sheriff's Office 

MASTER PROPERTY SHEET 

Case# ) 5 - /)t.77a, Unit# 

Item #_/_-~yo __ Item Name 

Time 0'3/t? 

Brand-------------
_ Modei/Desc ______________ _ 

141017 

Ser # ______________ Color __ _ --------·-- ----·----
Value ___ _ ____ Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other ------- ______ _ 

Owner __ _;;:_( ,$ Cj Name #/DOB __ _ 

Address ______ -=-------------:---- ---· 

Notes ;;r~E {? i?r[:::?"f. G?,£4,/!:;z; 

Item .,. ______ Item Name ___ _ 

Brand ____ Modei/Desc _ 

Ser # Color __ ----------·--- ----
Value __ _ _______ Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other ,-:--·--,--------"·-----

Owner __ _ ____ Name #/DOB ___________ _ 

Address _______ --------- _______ _ 

Notes 

Item 

Brand 

_______ Item Name __________ _ 

------·· _____ ModelfDesc __________ _ 

Ser# ______ _ _______ Color ____ _ 

Value. ___ _ ___ ___ Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other __ _ 

'Owner ____________ _ _ ___ Name #;'DOB-__ 

Address. _______ _ 
--------~-----

Notes 

Item .,. ___________ Item 

Brand_,_ ______ ·------- ModeljDesc. ____ ----· 

Ser # Color ____________ _ _ _____ , __ 

Value ___ ----------· Evidence/Safekp/FoundProp/Other __ __ 

_____ Name #/DOB 




