
STATEMENT OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVES 

TO NTSB INVESTIGATION 

Aircraft Identification: 

Registration Number .:; 5' 5 SD 
Make and Modell&NC,- f& ~ 
Location fu<2.~E\·c_ ~~\hS, C.k-.. 

Date \ 0 / i :3 /9,:1 
r ' 

The undersigned hereby acknowledge that they are participa
ting in the above-referenced aircraft accident field investi
gation (including any component tests and teardowns or simulator 
testing) on behalf of the party indicated adjacent to their name, 
for the purpose of providing technical assistance to the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

The undersigned further acknowledge that they have read the 
attached copy of 49 CFR Part 831 and have familiarized themselves 
with 49 CFR §831.11, which governs participation in NTSB investi
gations and agree to abide by the provisions of this regulation. 

It is understood that a party representative to an investiga
tion may not be a person who also represents claimants or 
insurers. The placement of a signature hereon constitutes a 
representation that participation in this investigation is not 
on behalf of either claimants or insurers and that, while any 
information obtained may ultimately be used in litigation, 
participation is not for the purposes of preparing for litigation. 

By placing their signatures hereon all participants agree 
that they will neither assert nor permit to be asserted on 
their behalf, any privilege in litigation, with respect to infor
mation or documents obtained during the course of and as a result 
of participation in the NTSB investigation as described above. 
It is understood, however, that this form is not intended to 
prevent the undersigned from participating in litigation arising 
out of the accident referred to above or to require disclosure of 
the undersigned's communications with counsel. 

SIGNATURE NAME (Printed) PARTY DATE 

/c.::>- /:1- '7? 
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1131.14 Proposed findings. 

Authority: Independent Safety Board Act of 
1974, as amended (49 U.S.C. llOl et seq.); Fed
eral AYiatiou Act of 1958, as ameoded (49 U.S.C. 
40101 et seq.). 

§ 10 1.1 Applicability of part. 

Unless otherwise specifically ordered by the 
National Transportation Safely Board (Board), the 
provisions of this pan shall govern all accident or 
incident investigations, conducted under the author
ity of title VII of the Federal Aviation Act of 19511, 
'" amended. and the Independent Safety Board Act 
nf 1974. Rules 11pplicahle to accident hearings and 
reports are set forth in Part M5. 

§ 1!31.2 Re;ponsibility of Board. 

(a) Aviation. (I) The Board is responsible for 
the organization, conduct, and control of all acci
dent and incident investigations (see Sec. 830.2 of 
this chapter) within the United States, its territories 
and possessions, where the accident or incident 
mvolves any civil aircraft or certain public aircraft 
las specified in Sec. 1130.5 of this chapter), includ
ing an investigation involving civil or public aircraft 
(as specified in Sec. 1130.5) on the one hand, and an 
Armed Forces or intelligence agency aircraft on the 
''ther hand. It is also responsible for investigating 
accidents/incidents that occur outside the United 
~tates. and which involve civil aircraft and/or cer
tain public aircraft, when the accident/incident is 
nnt in the territory of another country (i.e., in inter
national waters). 

(2) Certain aviation investigations may be con
ducted by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), pursuant to a ~Request to the Secretary of 
the Department of Transportation to Investigate 
Certain Aircraft Accidents," effective February 10, 
I 977 (the text of the request is contained in the 
appendix to part 1!00 of this chapter), but the Board 
determines the probable cause of such accidents or 
incidents.! Under no circumstances are aviation 
investigations where the portion of the investigation 
is so delegated to the FAA by the Board considered 
to be joint investigations in the sense of sharing 
responsibility. These investigations remain NTSB 
investigations. 

(3) The Board is the agency charged with 
fulfilling the obligations of the United States under 
Annex 13 to the Chicago Convention on 
International Civil Aviation (Eighth Edition, July 
1994), and does so consistent with State Department 
requirements and in coordination with that 
department. Annex 13 contains specific 

1 Tbe aulbority of a represallative of lhe FAA durin& IUdl inveali
&atiaaa ia lhe 111m0 as that of a Boatd investiptm uwlt!r Ibis part. 
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requirements for the notification, investigation. and 
reportin~; of r.ertain incidents and accidents 
involving international civil aviation. ln the case of 
an accident or incident in a foreign state involving 
civil aircraft of U.S. registry or manufacture. where 
the foreign state is a sij;lllllory to Annex 13 to the 
Chicago Convention of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization, the state of occurrence is 
responsible for the investigation. If the accident or 
incident occurs in a foreign state not bound by the 
provisions of Annex 13 to the Chicago Convention, 
or if the accident or incident involves a public 
aircraft (Annex 13 appliea only to civil aircraft), the 
conduct of the investigation shall be in consonance 
with any agreement entered into between the United 
States and the foreign state. 

(h) Surface. The Board is responsible for the 
investigation of: railroad accidents in which there is 
a fatality, substantial property damage, or which 
involve a passenger train (see part 840 of this 
chapter); major marine casualties and marine 
accidents involving a public and non-public vessel 
or involving Coast Guard functions (see part 850 of 
this chapte~); highway accidents, including railroad 
grade-crossing accidents, the investigation of which 
is selected in cooperation with the States; and 
pipeline accidents in which there is a fatality, 
significant injury to the environment, or substantial 
property damage. 

(c) Other Accidenrsllncidents. The Board is 
also responsible for the investigation of an 
accident/incident that occurs in connection with the 
transportation of people or property which, in the 
judgment of the Board, is catastrophic, involves 
problems of a recurring character, or would 
otherwise carry out the policy of the Independent 
Safety Board Act of 1974. This authority includes, 
but is not limited to, marine and boating accidents 
and incidents not covered by part 850 of this 
chapter, and accidents/incidents selected by the 
Board involving transportation and/or release of 
hazardous materials. 

§ 831.3 Authority of Directors. 

The Director, Office of Aviation Safety, or the 
Director, Office of Surface Transportation Safety, 
subject to the provisions of Sec. 831.2 and part 800 
of this chapter, may order an investigation into any 
accident or incident. 

§ 831.4 Nature of Investigation. 

Accident and incident investigations are 
conducted by the Board to determine the facts, 
conditions, and circumstances relating to an 
accident or incident and the probable cause(s) 
thereof. These results are then used to ascertain 
measures that would best tend to prevent similar 
accidents or incidents in the future. The 
investigation includes the fteld investigation (on
scene at the accident, testing, teardown, etc.), 
report preparation, and, where ordered,' a public 
hearing. The investigation results in Board 
conclusions issued in the form of a report or "brief' 
of the incident or accident. Accident/incident 
investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no 
formal issues and no adverse parties. They are not 
subject to the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 504 et seq.), and are not 
conducted for the purpose of determining the rights 
or liabilities of any person. 

§ 831.5 Priority of Board Investigations. 
Any investigation of an accident or incident 

conducted by the Safety Board directly or pursuant 

1 Part K50 &lao IOVtrllS lhe c:onduo.l of t<rlain invesU,aliooa in ~ 
lhe Board and !be Coast Guard participate joinUy. 

to the appendix to part 1100 of this chapter (except 
major marine investigations conduc:ted under 49 
U.S.C. 113l(a)(l)(E)} hu priority over all other 
investigations of such accide.. or incident 
conducted by other Federal a&encia. 1be Safety 
Board &hall provide for the appropriale participation 
by other Federal agencies in any IUCb investigation, 
except that such agencies may not participate in the 
Safety Board's detenninatioo of the probable cause 
of the aceident or incident. Nothina in this tleCtion 
impain the authority of omer Federal agencies to 
conduct investigations of IJI accident or incident 
wader applicable provisioas of law or to obtain 
information directly from parties involved in, and 
1lliiDeue& to, the transportatioo ac:c:idcot or incident, 
provided they do so without intetfering with the 
Safety Board's investigation. 1be Safety Board and 
ocher Federal agencies ahall usure that appropriate 
infonnation obtained or developed in the course of 
their investigations is exchanged in a timely 
DIIIIIICr. 

I 831.6 Request to withbold iDformation.. 

(a) Trade Secnts Act (18 U.S.C. 1905), 
&emption 4 of the Fnedom of lnfortrUJtion Act (5 
U.S. C. 552) (FOJA), and 1M lndq~mdmt Safety 
Board Act of 1974. as amended. 

(I) General. The Trade Secreta Act provides 
criminal penalties for unauthorized government 
disclosure of trade secreta and ocher specified 
confidential commercial information. The Freedom 
of lnfonnation Act authorizca withholding of such 
infonnation; however, the lndependcnt Safety 
Board Act, at 49 U.S.C. 1114(b), provides that the 
Board may, under certain cin:umstancea, disclose 
infonnation related to trade IICCRU. 

(2) Procedures. Information 111bmitted to the 
Board that the submitter believes qualifies u a trade 
tleCret or confidential commercial information 
subject either to the Trade Secreta Act or FOIA 
Exemption 4 shall be so idedlified by the submitter 
on each and every page of such document. The 
Board shall give the submitter of any infonnation so 
identified, or infonnation the Board baa substantial 
reason to believe qualifiea u a trade secret or 
confidential commercial information 111bject either 
to the Trade Secrets Act or FOIA Exemption 4, the 
opportunity to conunent on any contemplated 
disclosure, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. lll4(b). In all 
instances where the Board determines to disclose 
punruant to 49 U.S.C. lll4(b) and/or 5 U.S.C. 
552, at least 10 days' notice will be provided the 
submitter. Notice may not be provided the 
submitter when disclosure is required by a law other 
than FOIA if the infonnation is not identified by the 
submitter as qualifying for withholding, as is 
required by this subtleCtion, unless the Board has 
substantial reason to believe that dillclosure would 
result in competitive harm. 

(3) Voluntarily-provided Safety Infonnation. 
lt is the policy of the Safety Board that commercial, 
safety-related infonnation provided to it voluntarily 
and not in the context of particular accident/incident 
investigations will not be disclosed. Reference to 
such infonnation for the purposes of safety 
recommendations will be undertaken with 
consideration for the confidential nature of the 
underlying database(s). 

(b) Other. Any person may maKe written 
objection to the public disclosure of any other 
infonnation contained in any report or document 
filed, or otherwise obtained by the Board, stating 
the grounds for such objection. The Board, on its 
own initiative or if such objection is made, may 
order such infonnation withheld from public 
disclosure when, in its judgmont, the information 
may be withheld under the provisions of an 



cu:mption to the Freedom of lnfonnation Att (S 

II.S.C . .5.5:!. sec: pan KUI nf tl\is chapter), and illl 
release 1s found not to he in the puhli.: interest. 

§ 101.7 R~ht to reprt:!ialtation. 

Any person interviewed hy an authorized 
representative of the Board during the investigation. 
rc:~ardleu of the form of the interview (Jworn, 
unsworn, tranKrihed, not transcribed. eu:.). baa the 
right to be accompanied, represenled, or advised by 
an auorney or non-attorney representative. 

§ IOI.!l lnY~ator-iu-dlarRe. 

11le designated investigator-in-charge (DC) 
organizes, conducts, tontrols, and manages the 
field phase of the investigation, regardleu of 
whether a Board Member is also on-scene at the 
attident or incident aile. (The role of the Board 
member at lhc: scene of an accident investigation is 
as the official spokesperson for the Safety Board.) 
lbe UC has the responsibility and authority to 
supervise and coordinale all resources and activities 
of all personnel. both Board and non-Board, 
involved in the on-aile investigation. The UC 
continues to have considerable organizational and 
man.agement responsibilities throughout later phases 
of the investigation, up to and including Board 
consideration and .adoption of a report or brief of 
probable cause(s). 

§ 101.9 Authority of Board represeotatins. 

(a) General. Any employee of the Board, 
upon presenting appropriate credentials, is 
authorized to enter any property where an 
accident/incident subject to the Board's jurisdiction 
has occurred, or wreckage from any such 
accident/incident is localed, and do all things 
tonsidered necessary for proper investigation. 
Further, upon demand of an authorized 
representative of the Board and presentation of 
credentials, any Government agency, or person 
having possession or control of any transportation 
vehicle or component thereof, any facility, 
equipment, process or controls relevant to the 
investigation, or any pertinent records or 
memoranda, including all files, hospital records, 
and correspondence then or thereafter existing, and 
kept or required to be kept, shall forthwith permit 
inspection, photographing, or copying thereof by 
such authorized representative for the purpose of 
investigating an accident or incident, or preparing a 
study. or relaled to any special investigation 
pertaining to safety or the prevention of accidents. 
The Safety Board may issue a subpoena, 
enforceable in Federal district court, to obtain 
lestimony or other evidence. Authorized 
representatives of the Board may question any 
person having lr.nowledge relevant to an 
accident/incident, study, or special investigation. 
Authorized representatives of the Board also have 
exclusive authority, on behalf of the Board, to 
decide the way in which any testing will be 
conducted, including decisions on the person that 
will conduct the lest. the type of lest that will be 
conducled, and any individual who will witness the 
lest. 

(b) Aviation. Any employee of the Board 
upon presenting appropriale credentials is 
authorized to examine and test to the extent 
necesaary any civil aircraft, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, or property aboard an aircraft 
involved in an accident in air commerce. 

(c) Surfacr. (l) Any employee of the Board, 
upon presenting appropriate credentials, is 
authorized to test or examine any vehicle, vessel, 
rolling stock, track, pipeline component, or any 
pan of such item when such examination or lesting 
is determined to be required for purposes of such 
investigation. 

(2) Any examination or testing shall be 
conducled in such a manner so as not to inlerfere 

with or ohstNCI unnc:<:essarily the tran,pnr\lltl<'n 
services provided hy the nwnc:r or operator of sue h 
vehicle, veuel, rollin~: &lock. track, or pipeline 
component, and 1hall he conducted in •uch a 
manner 110 as to preserve, to the: maximum extent 
feasible, any evidence relating to the transportation 
accident, consistent with the need• of the 
investigation and with the cooperation of •uch 
owner or operator. 

§ 101.10 Autopsies. 

'The Board is authorized Ill obtain with or 
without ~imbursement, a copy of the report of 
autopsy perfonned by State or local officials on any 
person who dies as a result of having been involved 
in a transportation accident within the jurisdiction of 
the Board. The investigator-in-charge, on behalf of 
the Board, may order an autopsy or seck other tests 
of such persons as may be necessary to the 
investigation, provided that to the exlent consistent 
with the needs of the accident investigation. 
provisions of local law protecting religious beliefs 
with recpect to autopsies shall he observed. 

§ 831.11 Parties to the investia!:atioa. 

(a) AU lnvtstigations, rrgardlr;ss of modr. 
(I) The investigator-in-charge designates parties to 
participale in the investigation. Parties shall be 
limilcd to those persons, government agencies, 
companies, and associations whose employees, 
functions, activities, or products were involved in 
the accident or incident and who can provide 
suitable qualified lechnical personnel actively to 
assist in the investigation. Other than the FAA in 
aviation cases, no other entity is afforded the right 
to participale in Board investigations. 

('2) Participants in the investigation (i.e., 
party representatives, party coordinators, and/or the 
larger party organization) shall be responsive to the 
direction of Board representatives and may lose 
party status if they do not comply with their 
assigned duties, activity proscriptions or 
instructions, or if they conduct themselves in a 
manner p~judicial to the investigation. 

(3) No party to the investigation shall he 
represented in any aspect of the NTSB investigation 
by any person who also represents claimants or 
insu~rs. No party representative may occupy a 
legal position (see Sec. 1145.13 of this chapter). 
Failure to comply with these provisions may result 
in sanctions, including loss of status as a party. 

(4) Title 49, Uniled States Code Sec. 1132 
provides for the appropriate participation of the 
FAA in Board investigations, and Sec. ll3l(a)(2) 
provides for such participation by other 
departments, agencies, or instrumentalities. The 
FAA and !hose other entities that meet the 
requi~rnents of paragraph (a)(!) of this section will 
be parties to the investigation with the same rights 
and privileges and subject to the same limitations as 
other parties, provided however that representatives 
of the FAA need not sign the "Statement of Parry 
RepresmJalives to NTSB Investigation" (see 
paragraph (b) of this section). 

(b) Avi4tion investigations. In addition to 
compliance with the provisions of paragraph (a) of 
this section, and to assist in ensuring complete 
understanding of the requirements and limitations of 
party status, all party representatives in aviation 
investigations shall sign • Sratement of Parry 
RepresenJatives to NTSB Investigation~ immediately 
upon attaining party representative status. Failure 
timely to sign that stalemcnt may result in sanctions, 
including loss of status as a party. 

§ 831.12 Access to and release of wreckage, 
records, mail, and cargo. 

(a) Only the Board's accident investigation 
personnel, and persons authorized by the 
investigator-in-charge to participate in any 
particular investigation, examination or lesting shall 

he pcnnmc:d acce" h• ~~.·recka~:c. rccor.J,. mall. or 
cargo 10 the linan.l"' cosh >dy 

(h) Wrc:<:kage. records, mail. and car)!" in the 
IJ<>ard · s cust<>dy shall he releaocd hy an authon1.e<l 
representative of the B<>.rd when it is dctermme<l 
that the Board has no funher nc:e<l of such 
wrectage, mail. cargo. or records. When •uch 
malenal is released. l'urm 6120.1.5. "Releas~ of 
Wrt"rkag«-. • 11.·ill he co01p1eted, acknowlc.Jging 
rece1pt. 

I 101.13 flow ud dis.~ewiaatioo of accidwt or 
incident intormatioo. 

(a) Release of infonnation during the f1eld 
investigation. particulsrly at the ac.:idcnt scene. 
shall be limiled tu factu10l developments, and shall 
he made only throu~h the Board Member present at 
the accident scene. the representative of the Board's 
Office of Public Aflairs, or the investigator-in
charge. 

(h) All infonnation concerning the accident or 
incident obtained by any person or organization 
participating in the investigation shall be passed to 
the IIC through appropriate channels before hcing 
provided to any individual outside the investigation. 
Parties to the investigation may ~lay to their 
~spective organizations infonnation necessary for 
purposes of prevention or remedial action. 
However, no infonnation concerning the accident 
or incident may he released to any person not a 
party representative "' the investigation (includin~ 
non-party ~presentative employees of the puny 
organization) before initial release hy the Safety 
Board without prior consultation and approval of 
the IIC. 

§ 831.14 Proposed fmdinJts. 

(a) General. Any person. government 
agency. company. or association whose employees, 
functions, activities. or producls we~ involved in 
an accident or incident under investi~ation may 
submit to the Board wriuen proposed findings to he 
drawn from the evidence produced during the 
course of the investigation. a proposed probable 
cause, and/or proposed safety recommendations 
designed to prevent future accidents. 

(b) liming of ~-ubmissions. To be considered. 
these submissions must he received before the 
matler is calendared for consideration at a Board 
meeting. All written submissions are expccled to 
have been presenled to staff in advance of the 
fonnal scheduling of the meeting. This procedure 
ensures orderly and thorough consideration of all 
views. 

(c) E.raprion. This limitation does not apply 
to safety enfortement cases handled hy the Board 
pursuant to part !121 of this chapler. Separate ex 
part~ rules, at part K21. sub pan 1, apply to those 
proceedings. 

Issued in Washington. DC this 21" day of January. 
1997 

Jim Hall. 
Chairman 
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