
STATEMENT OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVES TO NTSB INVESTIGATION 

Aircraft Identification 

Registration Number ~OJ~T 
Make and Model ife./1 qC!? 
Location #~tw6'M"J.f4 
Date h?o?/o¥ 7 

The undersigned hereby acknowledge that they are 
participating in the above-referenced aircraft accident or 
incident investigation (including any component tests and 
teardowns or simulator testing) on behalf of the party 
indicated adjacent to their name, for the purpose of 
providing technical assistance to the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

The undersigned further acknowledge that they have read the 
attached copy of 49 C.F.R. Part 831 and have familiarized 
themselves with 49 C.F.R. § 831.11, which governs 
participation in NTSB investigations and agree to abide by 
the provisions of that regulation. 

It is understood that a party representative to an 
investigation may not occupy a legal position or be a person 
who also represents claimants or insurers. The placement of 
a signature hereon constitutes a representation that 
participation in this investigation is not on behalf of 
either claimants or insurers and that, while any information 
obtained may ultimately be used in litigation, participation 
is not for the purposes of preparing for litigation. 

By placing their signatures hereon, all participants agree 
that they will neither assert, nor permit to be asserted on 
their behalf, any privilege in litigation, with respect to 
information or documents obtained during the course of and 
as a result of participation in the NTSB investigation as 
described above. It is understood, however, that this form 
is not intended to prevent the undersigned from 
participating in litigation arising out of the accident 
referred to above or to require disclosure of the 
undersigned's communications with counsel. 

SIGNATURE NAME (Print) PARTY DATE 

,/ "i> ' jC,)':¥ L./o;.J/'J J JW/I'T !Bus- »sw..:: ~'I /bt?f" 
ftJU;;bC it>,.Jjii f11t>rlL'. ~+~ lk}_l ~.:__.J>Jer _-;)'-/pooL{ 
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Applicability of part. 
RJ~sponsibility of Board. 
A\Jthority of Directors. 
N flture of investigation. 
Pliority of Board investigations. 
RJ'quest to withhold iafonnation. 
Right of representation. 
lnY'estigator-in-charge. 
A1.dhority of Board representatives. 
Autopsies. 
Pt1rties to the field investigation. 
At~cess to and release of wreckage, records, 
mllil, and cargo. 
Flow and dissemination of accident infonna-
tion. 

831.14 Pr ~osed findings. 

Authority: Iodepead..,t Safety Board Act of 
1974, a< OJilellded (49 U .S.C. 1101 et seq.); Fed
eral AriatioD Act of 1958, "'amended (49 U.S.C. 
40101 et so,q.). 

I S:ll.l AppUability of part. 

Unless otherwise specifically ordered by tho 
National Transportation Safety Board {Board), the 
provisions of this part &hall govern all accident. or 
incident investigations, conducted und,cr the authority 
of title VII: of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958. aa 
amended, md the lndepe .... m Safety Board Act of 
1974. Rules applicable to accident hearings and 
reports arc set forth in Part 845. 

I 831.l Responsibility of a-d. 

(a) Avirttion. (1) The Board is responsible for the 
organization, conduct, and c0111JCI of all accident and 
incident in•testigations (sec Sec. 830.2 of this chap
ter) within the United States, its territories and pos
sessions, where the accident or incident involves any 
civil aircra·ft or certain publlc aircraft (as specified in 
Sec. 830.5 of thia chapter), including an investigation 
involving civil or public ~raft (as specified in Sco. 
830.5) on the one ha..t, and an Anncd Forces or 
intelligence agency aircraft on the other hand. It is 
also responsible for investigating accidents/incidents 
1hat occur outside the United Stale&, aM which in
volve civil aircraft and/or certain public aircraft, 
when the accident/incident is not in the territory of 
another c~J'.llllry (i.e., in international waters). 

(2) ce,rtain aviation investigations may be con
ducted by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), pw~nt to a "R.equcat to the Secretary of 
the Department of Tn.asportation to Investi&atc 
Certain Aircraft Accidents," effective February 10, 
1m (the t-c:xt of the request is eoniaincd in the a~ 
pendix to part 800 of this chapter), but fhc Board 
determines the probable cause of such accidents or 
incidenlS) Under no circumstances are aviation 
investigations where the portion of the investigation 
is so dclcg1lted to the FAA by the Board conside~ 
lo be join1 investigations in the sense of sharing 
responsibility. These investigations remain NTSB 
investigations. 

(3) The Boanl is the agency charged with 
fulfilling the obligations of thc United States under 
Annex 13 to the Chicago Convention on International 
Civil Aviation (Eighth Edition. luly 1994), and does 
so consisttnt with State Department requirements 
and in cootdination with that department. Annex 13 
contains specific requirements for the notification, 
investigation, and reporting of certain incidents and 
accidellls irtvolving international civil aviation. ln 
the case of an accident or incident in a foreign state 
involving civil aircraft of U.S. registry or 
manufactuN,. where the foreign state is a signatory to 

! The autbrril)' o! a repase:otatiw ol !be FAA cUina Ita ilrvcslip
ti[U. is tbe I&J:tl~ as tbal of a &.rd ~ lllllkr tbiJ put. 

Annex 13 to the Chicago Convention of the 
International Civil Aviation Organization, the state of 
occurrence is responsible for the investigation. If the 
accident or iJlCident occurs in a foreign state not 
bound by the provisions of Annex 13 to the Chicago 
Convention, or if the accident or incident involves a 
public aircraft (Amex 13 appliC~< only to civil 
aireraft), the C<:~m-!w;t of fhc :nvo~&tign.li.on shall be in 
consonance with aiiY agreement entered into between 
~ United States and the foreign state. 

(b) SurftJce. The Board is responsible for the 
im~gation of: railroad accidents. in which there is 
a fatality, substantial property damage. or which 
involve a paa&cngcr train (sec part 840 of this 
chapter); major marine casualties and marine 
accidents involving a public and non-public vessel or 
involving Coast Guard functions (sec part 850 of this 
chapte~; highway accidents, including railroad 
grade-crossing accidcma, th~ investigation of which 
is selected in cooperation with the States; and 
pipclioc accidents in which there is a fatality, 
significam. injury to the envirorunent, or substantial 
property damage. 

(c) Ofhu Accidnwllncidmb. The Board is 
also responsible for the investigation of an 
accidenlliocidcnt that o:wcs in oonnctti.on with the 
transportation of people or property which, in the 
judgment of the Boatd, is ce.ts&trophic, involves 
problems of a recurring chatacter, or woold 
othcrwiac cany out the policy of the Independent 
Safety Board Aot of 1974. This authority includes, 
but is not limited to, marine and boating accidcnaa 
and incidcnlS not covered by part SSO of this chapter. 
and accidents/incideda selected by the Board 
involving transportation and/or release of hazardous· 
materials. 

I 831.3 Authority ofDirecton. 

The Director, Office of Aviation Safety, or the 
Director, Office of Surface Transportation Safety, 
subject 10 1ho provioriOIIB of Sec. 831.2 aod part 800 
of this chapter, may ocdcr 8Jl invcstigalion into any 
accidcnl. or incidell:. 

I 831.4 Nature of In....tigation. 

Accident and incident investigations are 
conducted by the Board to determine the facts, 
conditions, and circumstances relating to an accident 
or incident. aad the probable causc(s) thereof. These 
ruults arc then used to ascertain measures that 
would best tend to prevent similar accidenaa or 
incidents in the future. The investigation includes the 
field investigation (on-scene at the accident, testing, 
leardown, etc.), report preparation, and, where 
ordered, a public hearing. The investigation results 
in Board conclusions iuued in the form of a teport 
or "brief" of the incidellt or accident. 
Accident/incident. investigations are fact-finding 
proceedings with no fonnal issues and no adverse 
parties. They are not subject to the provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 504 et 
seq.), and are not conducted for the purpose of 
determining the rights or liabilities of any person. 

§ 831.5 Priority of a-d Investigatioos. 
Any investigation of an accident or incident 

conducted by the Safety Board dirtetly or pursuant to 
the appendix to part 800 of this chapter (except 
major marine investigations conducted under 49 
U.S.C. 1131(a)(I)(E)) has priority over all other 
investigations of such accident or incident conducted 
by other Federal agencies. The Safety Board shall 
provide for the appropriate participation by other 
Federal agencies in any such investigation, except 
that such agencies may not participate in the Safety 
Boant•s determination of the probable cause of the 
accident or incident. Nothing in this section impairs 
the authority of other Federal agencies to conduct 

1 Put 8.SO abo goo.um the cmdiJct ol certain inve:ltigatiws in wllich 
tbe Board aDd lbe Coast OUII:dpazticipw: joiPlly. 

investigations of an accident or incident und 
applicable provisions of law or to obt.Jin informatit 
directly from partica involved in, and witnesses t 

the transportation accidcsd. or incident, provided tru 
do so without interfering with the Safety Board 
investigation. 1he Safety Board and other Feder 
ag~ies shall assure that appropriate infonnati< 
obtained or developed io tbe cOOrse of the 
investigations is exchanged in a timely manner. 

§ 831.6 Request to withhold infonuatton. 

(a) Trruie S.mr. Act (18 u.s.c. 1905 
Exemption 4 of lhe Fnedom of Information Act , 
U.S. C. 552) (FOIA), and 1M bukpm<hnJ Safe. 
BO<ZTd Act of 1914, a.r amended. 

• . {1) General. The Trade Secrets Act providt 
c~rrunal penalties for unauthorized govemmc1 
disci~ of trade secrets . and other specific 
confidential commercial information. The Frecdo1 

?f lnf~tion Act authorizes withholding of sue 
information; however, 1hc Independent Safety Boa1 

Act, at 49 U.S.C. 1114{b), provides that the Boa1 

may, wxier certain circumstances, di&eiO!i 
information related to trade secreta. 

(2) Procedures. lnformatioo· wbmitted to th 
Board that the submitter believes qualities. u a trad 
aecret or confidential commercial information subjec 
either to tho Trade Secreta Act or FOIA Excmptio 
4 shall be so identified by the aubmitter on each an 
every pag~ of such documc.-. 1be Board shall giv 
the submitccr of any infonnation so identified c 
information the Boant hu substantial rca~ t 

believe qualifies u a trade secret or confi.demU 
commercial infomaation subject either to the Trad 
Secreta Act or FOIA Exemption 4, the opportunity to 
comment on any contemplated disclosure, pursuar: 
to 49 U.S.C. 1114(b). In all iosta.,... where II> 
Board determines to disclose pursuant to 49 U.S.C 
1114{b) and/or S U.S.C. 5S2, atleast 10 days' notic1 
wiJI be provided the submitccr. Notice may not bl 
provided the submiUcr when disclosure is require1 
by a law other than FOIA if tbo information is DCI 

idcnlificd by the submillor u qualifying fo 
withholding, aa is required by \his subsection, unles: 
the Board has substantial reason to believe tha 
disclosure would result in competitive hann. 

(3) Voluntarily-provided Safety Information. 1 
ia the policy of the Safety Board that commercial 
safety-related information provided to it volu.ntaril' 
and not in the conten of particular accidenllinciden 
investigations will not be disclosed. Reference tc 

such information for the purposes of safe!:) 
recommendation& will be undertaken wid 
con&ideration for ihe confidential nature of t1u 
.,...dying daubaac(s). 

(b) Olher. Any penon may mako wrirto1 
objection to the public disclosure of any othe1 

information contained in any report or documen 
filed. or otherwise obtained by the Board. stating tht 
grounds for such objection. The Board, on its owt 
initiative or if such objection is made, may orde1 
such information withheld from 9ublic di.sckiSlln 
when, in its judgment, the information may lH 
withheld under the provisions of an exemption to tlu 
Freedom of Information Act (S U.S.C. SS2, see par1 
801 of this chapter), and ita release is found not to bt 
in the public interest. 

§ 831,7 Right to representation. 

Any person interviewed by an authorize, 
representative of the Board during the investigation, 
regardless of the fonn of the interview (sworn, 
unsworn, transcribed, not transcribed, etc.), has the 
right to be accompanied, represented, or advised b}l 
an attorney or non-attorney representative. 

§ 831.8 lnvestigator.iJI.c:harge. 

The designated investigator-in-charge (TIC) 

organizes, conducts, controls, and manages the field 
phase of the investigation, regardless of whether a 
Board Member is also on-scene at the accident 01 



incident sit~. (The rolt; of the Board member at the 
scene of an accident mvestigation is as the official 
spokesperson for the Safety Board.) The llC has the 
responsibility and authority to supervise and 
coordinate all resoon:es and activities of all 
pcROnnel, both Board &nd ton-Board, invol.ved in 
the on-site investigation. The UC continues to have 
considerabiL!I organizational and management 
responsibilities throughout later pbaaes of the 
investigation. up to and including Board 
consideration and adoption of a report or brief of 
probable cause( a). 

§ 831.9 il.ulhority of Board represeotati .... 

(a) ,r:;.Mnll. Aey employee of tho Board, 
upon presenting appropriate credentials, is authorized 
to enter auq propertY where an accident/incident 
subjec\. to 1he Board's }urudiction baa OCCPrted, or 
wreckage from any such accident/incident is located, 
and do all thiD&s cooaider:ed neccaaary fur proper 
investigation. Further, upon demand o( an 
aU1horized rcpresentlltive of rhe Board and 
prcsenration of credentials, any Government agency, 
or person having poaseasion or control of any 
transportati•::IO vehicle or c:ompouem thereof, any 
facility, equipment. process or eou.rols relevant to 
tho investigation, or aay pertinont tecOrda or 
memoranda, includin&' all files, boapital records, and 
corrcspondnnce then or thereafter exiatiog, and kept 
or required to be kept, sbaU f~with pennil 
inspcctioo, photogmphiog, or copying thetoof by 
such authalized reprcsema.tive for the purpose of 
investigating an accidc:nt or incident. or preparing a 
study, or related to any special investigation 
pertaining 10 safety or the prevention of acciderU. 
The Safety Board may iuue a subpoena, onfon:cablo 
in Federal cLUtrid. court, to obtain testimony or other 
evidence. Authoriz.cd represerutives of lhc Board 
may questi<m aay pedOO baviog knowledge rolcvant 
to au accideolllncided, study, or special 
investigation. Autborizcd reprcsentativca of the 
Board also llavo exclusive authority, on behalf of the 
Board, to cieoidc the way in which any telling will be 
conducted, includin&: dcciaiODB on the penon that will 
conduct tho lc8l, the lype of leSt that will bo 
conducted, and any individual wbo will witness dl8 
test. 

(b) A>iadon. Aoy employoo of tho Board upon 
yresenting appropriate credenliala ia autborit.ed to 
examine and teat to the cxled ~ any civil 
aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, appn.nce, or 
property ab:trard an aircraft involved in an accident in 
air commerce. 

(c) Surface. (I) Aey employee of tho Board, 
upon preser«ing appropriate credediall, ia authorized· 
to test. or examine any vehicle, vouel, roJllilg .stock, 
track, pipeline compollCft., ()'[ any part of such i\cm 
when such ·~:raminaU.on or testing is determillCd to be 
required for purposes of auch inwatigation. 

(2) Any examination or testing shall be 
conducted \n such a ma'l'IIZt ao aa nee. to interfere 
with or obstruct UDDCCC&88rily the tnnsportation 
services provided by the owner or operator of such 
vehicle, vt'.ssel, rolling stock, track, or pipeline 
component, and shall be tonducted in such a manner 
so as to pieserve, to the maximum extent feasible, 
any evideDL:e relating to the transportation accident, 
consistent with the needs of the investigation and 
with the co1peration of such owner or operator. 

g 831.10 Aotopsies. 

The :Soard is authorized to obtain with or 
without reirnbunement, a c~ of the report of 
autopsy performed by State or local officials on any 
person whc, dies aa a result of having been involved 
in a transportation accident within the jurisdiction of 
the Board. The investigator-in-charge, on behalf of 
the Board, may order an autopsy or seek other tests 
of such persons as may be necessary to the 
investigation, provided that to the eXlenl consistent 
with the needs of the accident investigation, 

provisions of IOC\ll ln.1 prot~t\ug rel:~ious beliefs 
with respe.;t to auwpsir.;5 shaU be obser ... ed. 

§ 831.11 Parties to the investigati..._ 
(a) AU biwJtigation.J, regardluJ of mode. 

(1) The investigator-in-charge designate& parties to 
participate in the investigation. Parties shall be 
limited to those persons, government agencies, 
companies, and associations whose employees, 
functions, activitiea, or products were involved in the 
accident or incident and wbo can provide suitable 
qualified technical personnel actively to assist in the 
investigation. Other than the FAA in aviation cases, 
no other entity is afforded the right to panicipate in 
Board investigations. 

(2) Participants in the investigation (i.e., party 
representatives, party coordinators, and/or the larger 
party otganization) shall bo rospooaive 10 lh• 
direction of Board representatives and may lose party 
status if !boy do oot comply wilh lheir assigned 
duties, activity proacriptions or instructions, or if 
they conduct theOISCives in a manner prejudicial to 
the investigation. 

(3) No party to tho inv.,tigation shall bo 
represented in any aspect of the NTSB investigation 
by any person '\\ilo also rcpresenl& claimants or 
iiiSlH'Cd. No patty representative may occupy a 
legal position (aee Soc. 845.13 of Ibis chap10r). 
Failure to comply with these provisions may result in 
sanctions, including 1088 of status as a party. 

(4) Title 49, Unil<d States Codo Soc. 1132 
provides for tho appropriate participation of the FAA 
in Board investigations, and Soc. 113l(a)(.2) prov;dea 
for such participation by Olher depanmenta, 
agenciea, or inatrumcJ:Uiities. The FAA and those. 
other emities that meet the requirement& of 
paragraph (a){l) of this aoctioo will bo patties to tbo 
inve&tigation with the same rights and privileges and 
subject. to the same limitations as ocher paniea, 
provided however that representatives of the FAA 
need oot sign the .-.,of Party Rep,..mtaMu 
to NlSB lnvutigt11ion" (aee paragraph (b) of Ibis 
aoctioo). 

(b) livi4tion irrvutigaJiotU. In addition to 
campiW.:. with tbo provisions of puagraph (a} of 
this section. and to uaist in ensuring compl~te 
understanding of the requirements and limitations of 
party status, all party representatives in aviation 
imcstigatioa& shall si.gn .. Sr4femenr of Party 
RepreJtnlalive~ to NISB Invesdgation" immediately 
upon aUaining party representative stawa. Failure 
timely to ajgn that statement may result in sanctions, 
iocluditlg loaa of a10tus •• a party. 

I 831.1l Access to aod release of wreckage, 
records, mail, and cargo. 

(a) Only the Boatd's ac.eideN. ilwcstigation 
po....-1, and persons aulhorizcd by tho 
investigator-in-charge to participate in any particular 
investigation, examination or testing shall be 
permitted llCCC88 to WRCkage. reeorda. mal.\. or 
cargo in tbo Board's CUIIody. 

(b) Wreckage, records, mail, and cargo in the 
Board's custody shall be released by an authorized 
tq>-~ of tho Board whco it is determined 
that the Board has no further need of sueh wreckage, 
mail, cargo, or recorda. When such material is 
released, Form 6120.1.5, "Release of Wreckage," 
will be completed, acknowledging receipt. 

§ 831.13 Flow aod dissemination of accident "" 
incident infonnatiou. 

(a} Release of infon'J\8.tion during the field 
investigation, particularly at the accident scene, shall 
be limited to factual developments, and shall be 
made only through the Board Member present at the 
accident scene. 1he rcpreseniative of the Board•s 
Office of Public Affain, or the inVestigator-in
charge. 

(b) All infonnation concerning the accident or 
incident: obtained by any person or organization 

participating in the investigation shall be passed 
the IIC through appropriate channels before beir 
provided to any individual outside the invest.igatioJ 
Parties to the investigation may relay to the 
respective organizations information necessary f\ 
purposes of prevention or remedial actio1 
However, no information concerning the accident< 
incident may be released to any persOn not a par1 
representative to the investigation (mr;:.luding noJ 

patty representative employees of the par1 
orgaiUzation) before initial release by the Safej 
Board without prior consullation and approval of til 
nc. 
§ 831.14 Proposed findings. 

(a) Gmerrd. Any person. government sgenc) 
company, or association whose employeet 
functions, activities. or products were involved in a 
accident or incident under investigation may subm 
to the Board written proposed findings to be draw 
from the evidence produced during the coun.e of th 
investigation. a proposed probable cause, and/c 
proposed safety recommendatioos designed t 
prevent future accidents. 

(b) Tuning of submi.uions. To be wnsidcred 
these submissions must be received before the matte 
is calendared for consideration at a Board meeting 
All written submissions are expected to have bee 
presentod to &taft' in advance of the fonna 
scheduling of the meeting. nus procedure ensure 
orderly and thorough consideration of all views. 

(c) Exception. nus limitation does not apply to 
safety ea!<XCement cases handled by the Boaro 
pursuant to part 821 of this chapter. Separate e;, 
parte rules, at part 821, subpart J, apply to thaso 
proceedings. 

Issued in Washington, DC this 21"' day of January 
1997 

Jim Hall, 
a..imum 

[FR Doc. 97·1810 Filed 1-24·97; 8:45am) 
BILLING CODE 7531-0l·M 




