
STATEMENT OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVES TO NTSB INVESTIGATION 

Aircraft Identification 

Registration Number J1/ /p Z- I} t£ 

Make and Model_.:::C.:_-_,1'-'3"--Z.=------

Location k£ z. f..J 1 <:./<. ..:rA 

Date 3/2. 2-/o 3 
I I 

The undersigned hereby acknowledge that they are participating in the above-referenced 
aircraft accident or incident investigation (including any component tests and teardowns 
or simulator testing) on behalf of the party indicated adjacent to their name, for the 
purpose of providing technical assistance to the National Transportation Safety Board. 

The undersigned further acknowledge that they have read the attached copy of 49 C.F.R. 
Part 831 and have familiarized themselves with 49 C.F.R. § 831.11, which governs 
participation in NTSB investigations and agree to abide by the provisions of that 
regulation. 

It is understood that a party representative to an investigation may not occupy a legal 
position or be a person who also represents claimants or insurers. The placement of a 
signature hereon constitutes a representation that participation in this investigation is not 
on behalf of either claimants or insurers and that, while any information obtained may 
ultimately be used in litigation, participation is not for the purposes of preparing for 
litigation. 

By placing their signatures hereon, all participants agree that they will neither assert, nor 
permit to be asserted on their behalf, any privilege in litigation, with respect to 
information or documents obtained during the course of and as a result of participation in 
the NTSB investigation as described above. It is understood, however, that this form is 
not intended to prevent the undersigned from participating in litigation arising out of the 
accident referred to above or to require disclosure ofthe undersigned's communications 
with counsel. 

SIGNATURE NAME (Print) PARTY 

,W&Ji 
DATE 

>/c...?/ OJ,. 
• 

s/z3/t~ 
j 

.3?~] 



PART 831-ACCIDENTnNCIDENT 
INVESTII3ATION PROCEDURES 

Sec. 
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831.12 Access to and release of wreckage, ~cords, 

mail, and cargo. 
831.13 Flow and dissemination of accident infonna­

tion. 
831.14 Proposed findings. 

Aulhllrity: lmiepmdmt Safety Boord Act of 
1974, as IIDlended (49 U .S.C. 1101 et seq.); Fed­
eral A..Wioo Act of 1.958, as amended (49 U.S.C. 
40101 et s•eq.). 

I 831.1 Applicability of part. 

Unl.es5; Olhcrwisc specifically ordered by tho 
National 1rransponation Safety Board (Board), lhe 
provisions of this part shall govern all accident. or 
incident investigations, conducted und,cr the authority 
of title VIJ[ of the Federal Aviation- Act of 1958, aa 
amended, aod lhe lodcpcodenl Safety Board Act of 
1974. Rldca applicable to accident hearings and 
reportS are set forth in Part 84S. 

18313 Respoosibility of Board. 
(a) Aviation. (1) The Board is responsible for the 

organization, conduct, and control of all accident and 
incident investigations (see Sec. 830.2 of this chap­
ter) within the United States, its territories and pos.. 
sessions, where the accident or incident involve& any 
civil aircraft or certain public aircraft (as specified in 
Sec. 830.5 of this chapter), ineluding an investigation 
involving civil or publlc aircraft (aa ~ificd in See. 
830.5) on the ono hand, and an Anncd Forces or 
inlelligellCI!I agency aircraft on the other hand. It is 
also responsible for itweatigati'l'lg accidentslincidenta 
that occur outside the United States, and which in­
volve civil aircraft and/or certain public aircraft, 
when the 21ccidentlinciden1 is not in the territory of 
another country (i.e., in international waters). 

(2) Certain aviation investigations may ., con­
ducted by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), pursuant to a •Request to the Secretary of 
the Department of Transportation to Investigate· 
Certain Ai1roraft Accidents," effective February 10, 
1977 (the text of the request is conWned in the ap­
pendix to ];J&rt 800 of this chapter), but the Board 
determines the probable cause of such accidents or 
incidents.! Under no circumstances arc aviation 
investigations where the portion of the investigation 
is so dele~sted to the FAA by the Board considered 
to be joint investigations in the sense of sharing 
responsibility. These investigations remain NTSB 
investigations. 

(3) lbe Board is lhe agency charged wilh 
fulfilling the obligations of the United States under 
AIUlCx 13 t:l the Chicago Convention on International 
Civil Aviation (Eighth Edition,. July 1994), and does 
so consistn\1 with State Departmcnt requirements 
and in coordination with that depal"tment. Annex 13 
contains specific requirements for the notification, 
investigation. and reporting of certain incidents and 
accidents involving international civil aviation. In 
the case of an accident or incident in a foreign state 
involving civil aircraft of U.S. registry or 
manufacture., where the foreign state is a signatory to 

! The authlril)'· of a rep-esew.tive of lhe FAA 4uritlr; IIEh invettiga· 
liws is UJe sa:n:e as lbal. of a Bovd Drvestiptcr 1llllkf this part. 

Annex 13 to lhc Chicago Cooveotioo of lhe 
International Civil Aviation Organization, the state of 
occurrence is responsible for the inVestigation. If the 
accident or incideJll occurs in a foreign &bite not 
bound by the provisions of Annex 13 to the Chicago 
Convention, or if the accident or incident involves a 
public aircraft (Annex 13 applies only to civil 
aircraft), the conduct of the inverotig:ation shall be in 
consonance with any agreement entered into between 
$.e United States and the foreign state. 

(b) Surface. The Board is respoiiBible for lhe 
investigation of: railroad accidents. in wbicll there is 
a falality, subslaotial property damage, or which 
involve a pa&aenger train (see part 840 of this 
chapter)~ major marine casualties and marine 
accidents involving a public and non-public vessel or 
involving Coast Guard functions (see part 8SO of this 
c:bapW<'}; highway accideola, iocluding railroad 
grade-crossing accidcJD, the investigation of which 
ia selected in cooperation with the States; and 
pipoline accidents in which theRi ia a fatality, 
significant injury to the envirorunent, or substantial 
property damage. 

(c) Ofhn Accitknlslbleithnu. The Board is 
also responsible for the investigation of an 
accidenllincident that occurs in connection with the 
transportation of people ot property which, in the 
judgment of lhe Board, is calastrophic, involvea 
problems of a recurring character, or wwJ.d 
olherwiac cany OUI lhe policy of lhe lodcpcodcnt 
Safety Board Act of 1974. 'Ibis aulhority includes, 
but is not limited to, mari.Pe aad boating accidcnla 
aod incideOIS lid covered by pan 8SO of Ibis chapter, 
and accidentsfmcidema selected by the Board 
involving traaspottation a.ndlor relcaac of bazardws· 
mau:rials. 

I 831.3 Authority of Directors. 

The Director, Office of Aviation Safety, or tho 
Director, Office of Surface Transportation Safety, 
subject to the provi.aiona of Sec.. 831.2 and part 800 
of thia chapter, may order an investigation into any 
accident or incident. 

t 831.4 Nature or In...aiptioa, 

Accidem and incident investigations are 
conducted by lhe Board to <lctermine lhe facta, 
conditions, and ciroumstancea relating to an accident 
or ipcident and the probable cause(s) thereof. Theae 
remlts. are then used to ascertain measures that 
would best tend to prevent similar accidents ot 
incidents in the future. Tho investigation includes the 
field investigation (on-scene at "the accident, testing, 
teardown, etc.), report pteparatioo, aod, where 
ordered, a public hearing. The investigation results 
in Board conclusions issued in the form of a report 
or "brief" of the incideDf. or accident. 
Accidentlineident investigations are faet-finding 
proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse 
parties. They are not subject to the provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Ac:t (5 U.S.C. 504 et 
seq.), and are not c:onductcd for the purpose of 
detetmining the rights or liabilities of any person. 

§ 831.5 Priority of Board In.,s1igaliooa. 
Any investigation of an accident or incident. 

conducted by lhe Safety Board dirccdy or punuanl to 
1hc appendix to part 800 of this chapter (except. 
major marine investigations conducted under 49 
U.S.C. 1131(a)(l)(E)) has priority over all olher 
invcst.i.gations of such accident or incident conducted 
by other Federal agencies. The Safety Board shall 
provide for the appropriate participation by other 
Federal agencies in any such investigation, except 
that such agencies rnay not participat-e in the Safety 
Board's determination of the probable cause of the 
accident or incident. Nothing in this section impairs 
the authority of other Federal agencies to conduct 

' Part 8S() also &OYI:DIS tbc cmduct of c:ertain investigations in whi.eh 
tbc Board and tbc Cout Guard participate jointly. 

investigations of an accident or incident und 
applicable provisions of law or to obtain informati1 
directly from parties. invol'Ved in, and witnesses t 
the transportation accident or incident, provided rhc 
do so without interfering with the Safety Board 
investigation. The Safety Board and other Feder 
agencies shall assure that appropriate informati( 
obtained or developed in the cOOrsc of the 
investigations is eX£:banged in a timely manner. 

§ 831.6 Request IAl withhold information. 

(a) Trade s.C,..,. Acl {18 U.S.C. 1905 
Exemption 4 of 1M Fnedom of/nformalion Act , 
U.S. C. JJ2) {FOL!), and 1M !Nkpmde111 Safe. 
Boord Act of 1974, .. amended. 

(1) General. The Trade Secrets Act providt 
e~minal penalties for unauthorized govenune1 

disci~ of trade secrets. and other specific 
confidenual commercial information. The Freedo1 

of Infonnation Act authorizes withholding of 6w;. 

information; however, lhe lndcpcodcnt Safety Boar 
Act, at 49 U.S.C. 1114(b), provides that the Boar 
may, under certain circumstances, di.sctos 
information related to trade seems. 

(2) Procedorea. Informatioo· submitted to th 
BoaJ:d that the submitter belie'Vcs qualitica as a trad 
secret or confidential commercial information subjec 
either to the Trade Secrets Ac:t or FOIA. Exemptio 
4 shall bo ao idootified by lhe submitter on eacb an 
every pa~ of such docomcm. The Board shall giv 
the subnutf.er of any information so identified c 
idformatioa the Board" baa substantial rea~ t 
believe quaUfiea as a trade secret or confidentU 
commercial infonnatioo subject either to the Trad 
Secma Act or FOlA llxcmptioo 4, lhe opponunity • 
comment on any contemplated disclosure. pursuar. 
10 49 U.S.C. 1I14(b). In all instancea where II> 
Board determines to disclose pursuant to 49 U.S.C 
1114(b) and/or 5 U.S.C. 552, at least 10 days' notic1 
will be provided tho submitter. Notice may not bl 
provided the submitter when disclosure is require1 
by a law OCher than FOIA if the infonnation is no 
ideotified by lhe submitter aa qualifying fo 
withholding, as is required by this subsection, unles: 
the Board baa substantial reason to believe tba 
disci~ would result in competitive hann. 

(3) Voluntarily-provided Safety Information. I 
is the policy of the Safety Board that commercial 
safety-related information provided to it voluntaril) 
aod not in the context of particular accidentlinciden 
investigations will not be disclosed. Reference U 

such information for the pucpo&e& of safet) 
RCOIIllllendations will be Wldertakcn witl 
consideration for the confidential nature of the 
underlying dalahaac(s). 

(b) OtMr. Any penon may make writter 
objection to the public disclosure of any othe1 
iaformation contained in any report or documen 
flled, or otherwise obtained by the Board. stating thc 
grounds for such objection. The Board, on its owr 
initiat.i'Vc or if such objection is made. may orde1 
such information withheld from public disclosun 
when, in its judgment, the information may be 
withheld under the provisions of an exemption to the: 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552, see pat"1 
801 of this chapter), and its release is found not to be 
in the public interest. 

§ 831.7 Right IAl representatioo. 

Any person interviewed by an authorizec 
representBtive of the Board during the investigation, 
regardless of the form of the interview (sworn, 
unsworn. transcribed, not transcribed, etc.), has the 
right to be accompanied, tcpresented, or advised b) 
an attorney or non-attorney representative. 

§ 831.8 lov.,.tigator-in-charge. 

The designated investigator-in-charge (UC) 
organizes, conducts, controls. and manages the field 
phase of the investigation, regardless of whether a 
Board Member is also on-scene at the accident 01 



incident site. (The role of the Board member at the 
scene of an accident investigation is as the official 
spokesperson for tho Safety Board.) The llC has !he 
respoll&ibility awl aulhcrity to auporv;.. and 
coordinate all resources aDd activities of all 
personnel, bol:b Board and IIOit-Board, involved in 
the on-site investigation. The nc eonaioucs to have 
considerable organizational and management 
respoll&ibiU<tios throughout Iaior phaaos of the 
investigatic111, up to and including Board 
considcrati1m and adoption of a report or brief of 
probable ~tusc(s). 

§ 1131.9 Autborilr or Board represeutati\'e. 
(a) General. AJrj employee of tho Board, 

upon presc1:Wng appropriate crcdemials, ia authorized 
to enter any property where an accident/incident 
subject to tthc Board'& juriadicUon baa occurred, or 
wreckage from any such accidcnU"tncident ia located, 
awl do all tbiog& considetod noc.....-y for proper 
investigation. Further, upon demand of an 
authorized representative of tbc Board and 
presentation of crcdcnlials, any Government agency, 
or person having possession or control of any 
transportation vehicle or component tberoof, any 
facility, equipment. process or controls ralcvaat to 
the investigation, or any pertintlnt records or 
memoranda,, including all files, hospital records, and 
correspoadoacc lhon or lho ... tlor csiatiug, awl kept 
or required to be kept, llhall forthwith permit 
;napeetioo, pholographlng, or copyiDg lhoroof by 
•uch a111horizod represeDlalive for the purpcoc of 
investigati~g an accident or incidc~ or preparing ll 
study, or relaled to any specw Uwostiptioo 
pertaining to safety or tho prevention of accidents. 
The Safoty Board may W.. a subpcena, onforcosble 
in Federal diltrict court, to obtain testimony or othet 
ev;dence. Authorized repreacnlativos or tho Board 
may question any pel'80n. having knowledge releva.­
to an a<:CidentrUIOidelll. atudy, or specUil 
invcstigatioll. Autborizcd rcpnae~Utives of 1be 
Board also .bave exclusive authorit;y, on behalf of the 
Board, to dooU!o lho way ;n whid> any tooting wUl be 
conducled, ~ dccWooa on tho pcnoo that will 
cowluct tbo ..... tbe type or .... that wm be 
conducted, and any individual who win witncsa tho 
test. 

(b) A>iDdm. Any employee of tho Board upon 
presenting appropriate credentials iJ aUihorizcd to 
examiDe a11d test to the extenl neceuaay any civil 
aircraft, ai~nft cJJ&iM, propeller, appliance, 01' 
property ab:tard an aircnft involved in an accident in 
air codUJlOIIce. 

(c) Swf<rc«. (I) Any employee of tbe lloard, 
upon prcsernti.ng appropriate credentials, ia authorized· 
to test or c1tamine any vehicle, veasol, rolling .stock, 
track, pipeline componcm, Of any part of such item 
when such examination or testing is dctcnnincd to be 
required for pUlpOICS of such investigation. 

(2) Any examination or testing shall be 
conducted in such a manner so as not to interfero 
with or obsuuct unneccasarily the transportation 
services provided by the owner or operator of such 
vehiclo, vcael, rolling stock, track, or pipclino 
c.om.ponent, and shall be conducted in such a manner 
so as to pr!*~rve, to the nutximum cxtcR feasible, 
any evident:;c relating to the transpc;ntati~ a~cident, 
consistcnl wi1h the needs of the ttrveBUgatlon and 
with the cooperation of such owner or operator. 

! 1131.10 Autopsica. 

The Board is authorized to obtain with or 
without reimbursement, a copy of the report of 
autopsy performed by State or local officials on any 
person who dies as a result of having been jnvolved 
in a transpcrtation accident within the jurisdiction of 
the Board. The investigator·in-charge, on behalf of 
the Board, may order an autopsy or seek other tests 
of such penons as may be necessary to the 
investigati011, provided that to the eXICII1 consistent 
with the needs of the . accident investigation, 

provisions of local \aw protecting rel:i!ious beliefs 
with respe;;t to autopsies shall be observed. 

§ 1131.11 Parlica to the in•catigati..,. 
(a) All lnve~tigatiOn.J, ngarrJU.u of mode. 

(1) The investigator-in-charge designate& parties to 
participate in the investigation. Parties shall be 
limited to tboae persons, govemmcm agencies, 
companies, and associations whoso employees., 
functions, activities, or products were involved in the 
accident or incident and who can provide suitable 
qualified tecbnical penonnel actively to asaiat in 1he 
investigation. Other than the FAA in aviation cases, 
no other cnlit;y is afforded the right to panicipatc in 
Boa.rd invcstigaUona. 

(2) ParticipaniB in the investigation (i.e., party 
representative&, party coordinators, and/or lhe larger 
party organization) shall be responsive to tho 
direction of Board representatives and may lose party 
status ;f they do ..,. comply w;th thck us;gn.d 
dutie&, activity proscriptions or instructions, or if 
they conduct themselves in a manner prejudicial to 
the investigation. 

(3) No party to tbe ;nvostigation shall be 
represented in any aspect of the NTSB invcsligalion 
by any penon who alao reprcaenta claima,.. or 
insurers. No party representative may occupy a 
legal position (see Sec. 845.13 of dUa chapter). 
Failure lO comply with these provisions may result in 
sanctions, including 1088 of status as a party. 

(4) Tide 49, Umled Statca Code Sec. 1132 
provides for tho appropriate participation of the FAA 
;n Board Uwcatigationa, and Sec. 113l(a)(2) providca 
for such partic;p&tion by other deparuneata, 
agencies, or instrumcmalitica. The FAA and those. 
odtcr entities that meet the requiremenll of 
paragraph (a)(!) of tbia acction w;u be parties to tbe . 
investigation with the same right& aod privileges and 
subject to tho same limitations as other panica, 
provided however that representatives of tho FAA 
need not sign the "St4te1Mnl of Party Rlprumllltivu 
to NTS/1 lnvudgatlm" (sec paragrapb (b) of this 
&eetion). 

(b) A>lallm invutlgatlom. In addWon to 
cornpllilncc with tho prov;.;ona or pangrapb (a) of 
this section, and to aaaiat in ensuring complete 
understanding of the requirements and limitations of 
party status, all party representatives. in aviation 
investigations shall sign .. Slalement of Party 
Repn~e1111l1fw~ to NISB lnvntigation" immediately 
upon auaini.og party reprcaenta.tive status. Failure 
timely to sign that statement may result in sanctions, 
including loss of status as a pany. 

§ 1131.12 A.,.... to and release of wred<ap, 
records, mall, and c:argo. 

(•} Only the: Board's accident investigation 
personnel, and persons authorized by the 
investigator-in-charge to panicipate in any particular 
investigation, examination or testing shall be 
permiued access to wreckage, records, mail, or 
cargo in the Board's custody. 

(b) Wreckage, records, mail, and cargo in the 
Board's custody shall be released by an authorized 
representative of the Board when it is. detetmiacd 
that tho Board has no further need of such wreckage, 
mail, cargo, or records. When such material is 
released, Form 6120.15, .. Release of Wreckage," 
will be completed, acknowledging receipt. 

§ 1131.13 Flow and disseminatioo or accid"'t or 
inddmt information. 

(a) Release of infonnation during the field 
investigation, particularly at the accident scene, shall 
be limited to factual developments, and shall be 
made only through the Board Member present at the 
accident scene, the representative of the Board's 
Office of Public Affairs. or the investigatorwin­
chargc. 

(b) All information concerning the accident or 
incident obtained by any person or organization 

participating in the investigation shall be passed · 
the nc through appropriate channels before beii 
provided to any iwlividual outside the iavcstigatiOI 
Parties to the investigation may relay to the 
respective organizations infonnation necessary fi 
purposes of prevention or remedial actio1 
However, no information concerning the accident c 
incident may be rclcased to any persOn not a pari 
representative to the investigation (mcluding 001 
party reprcscnaative employees of the pari 
organization) before initial release by the Safet 
Board without prior consultation and approval of Ill 
nc. 
§ 1131.14 Propooed findings. 

(a) GeneTal. Any person, government agenc} 
company, or aiSOCiation whose empl.oyeet 
functions, activities, or products were involved in a 
accident or incident under investigation may subm 
to the Boatd written proposed findings to be draw 
from tho evidence produced during the counc of lh 
investigation, a proposed probable cause, and/c 
proposed safoty iccommendations de.Ugned t 
prevent future accidents. 

(b) Timing of subm.Wions. To be considered 
these submissions must be received before the matte 
is calendared for consideotion at a Boatd meetiJll 
All written submiasions are expected to have bee 
presented to staff in advance of the forma 
scheduling of the meeting. 'ntis procedure ensure 
orderly and thorough consideration of all views. 

(c) Exception. 'ntis limitation does not apply 11 
safety enfoteemenl cases handled by the Boafl 
pursuant to part 821 of this chapter. Separate ~ 
parte rules, at part 821. subpan I, apply to thOSI 
proceedings. 

Issued in Washington, DC this 21" day of January 
1997 

Tun Hall, 
a.rtrman 

[FR Doc. 97-1810 Faled 1-24-97; 8:4S am] 
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