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Dt't·ens~::d: Cbarle.-; Ru, . ell Wes tcott 
O at~: of Ucnth: .June 1, 2012 

uroncr''l R eport 

Ca~t· Number: 201204ZI 

C u) Le"cll, captain 
J ·ssic Oru;co. cnginl.!~r 
lim \\'at ·o11. firdigluer 
Mike Ellison. li rdightcr 
. · alinas Fir~.! Department 
Engine:~ ll 
65 West Alisal SLrccl 

::tlinas. C A 9390 l -
RF.FERE Cl"i:S: 
\ tf...xli<.:al records: 

1-\:~.:vin LHndon. DDS 

Oftice of the Sheriff 
County of .v1ontt:rey 

Coronl:r Dt\ ision 

Erik \V~stcon. son 

J.R. Robinson, inw stigntor 
h~dcral A \ciotion Au111ini lrmion 
1250 Aviation 1\venu~.:, Sui te 295 
San Jo'IC, 'A 95 1 I 0 

Central Valley Toxicology report r: C T-1~-6474 

Nan-ativc: 

On J unc l , 20 12 at l 059 hour~ Charks Rus~cll \V cstcou died whi le !lying hi' Prowler 
Jaguar airplane tail number 1. : l ~5CW. r hc airplane.! then crashl!d imo th~ run-way :.tt thl.! 
'n linas Municipai Airpon. The trash was heard by Sal ina. Fi rt: Department T-ngine 
- ~ 11 . 1 ht!y r~sponde I to Lh~;: cra<;h and prompt!) \.t inguishcd the l.'nsuing blan. Th~y 
quickly determined there \.Vcre human remains in the wrel:kage .. alinas Po lic\: 
Departm~nl also responcl~;;d <Hld rcqut.:st~d a corCH l~r <kt~:c t iw r~spond. 

I I' CCI!i' cd u page from Monter..:) Cow1ty Cummunic:.uions ~t 11 ()hou r~. Detecrivc 
Sergeant i\rt..:hie Warr~n anJ I responded to the sct:nt: ul Lhc Salina. Airport. On a1Tiva l l 
met with Oflicer Yolanda Rocha oi' the Salinas Pol ice Lkpartmcnl. Sh~.: had condu(.;ted 
scvl.! rnl intcrvicw'i w·i th witnesses lu crash. Basically th~;y aJ I r~.:porh:u th~: airplane Luok 
ol'f and then conti nued upward in a sH.:cp ascent. f11t..: airplane lh~..:n slnlkd ~1nJ turn~d 
bad :.~ro und and w~nt straight down impncting nn the nirporl runway and but" t into 
!larn~s . OJJit:cr Rochn told m~ the airJ11 art~ wns owned hy Chuck. \.Vt!slcott. 1 Ie wa::-. 

Detective Randal J)) ck rd 
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Dccl·a~cd : Charles Russell Westcott 
Da te or D eath: .June l I 2012 

Office of the Sheriff 
C~lu nty of Momt:rl!y 

Coroner Division 

Coroner's H cport 
c iiS(' N II III bl!r: 20110421 

presumed to be the pilot, bur nobody had aciUally seen him in the aircraft that day. 
Oflic~;:r Rocha also toltl mt! Wt!~l<.:u1 t vvas a rctm.:d ru rl in~ pi lot with sc,.cral thou~ and 
hour!:> nf fli ghttime. If ~,-vasal o tbc pihH who uid thr.: wheels up Iandin!!. at th~ airport 
s~vera l months prior. One wimc s had told Oftlt:er Ro ha 1hm it is ingrninl..'d in c\w~· 

pilot that as you lose speed to push lhc nose fom ard to gain mor..: speed ru1d lif1. It V. <t. 

'- ~ry oJd lhut the airp lane had simply continued go ing up without ::m au~mpt w level otT. 

1 then wcntlo U1L' wn:ckage and startcfl my i nve~tigation. I Look digi lal photograph~ . 
'!he majority of tht' airplune haJ bumcd U\.v ::Jy. 1 ' as told the ai rcraft was a t\vo position 
;li'll lnne. hu t r t.:oulJ nm identify the ·ecnnJ po~ition . The p ilot ~till S~lt in :.1 metal !)~Ul 
with th~ contro l stick het w~..:cn. his . .fhe ilo! had been severd burn~cL 

l then ::.poke\\ ith Captain Cary Les~.:h ofth~: Salinas Fire Depattmcnt. H<.: told m~ he had 
bruught l:.ngint: 53 11 to ~al i nas Airport hi pickup ti rdighting foam. lJe a\\ the airplane 
tal-..e olf :m<.l ht: !ii:lW it going up and he stoppt!tl watching be~:aust! il ma~.Je him n~rvous. 
l ie heard the crash a f\.: ,v rnoment::; bter. J fe lookct.l und he s:Jw the airplane on tire. }k 
responded his 1-.ngine Company to the.: lin.: from less than a quaner of a mih: av.;ay. Th..:y 
imm~tliatdy e"Xtinguished the fire. lie said it \Vas a very hot Jin.: and was quickly 
consuming tht: ilirp lane. Engine 53 11 th(.:n helped mt: remove the remains !'rom the 
wr-:!ckage 

Dro ke Transportal ion was contact~d for rcruoval a~ per coroner contract. David F 
respond~d. 1- rlcd \\ 'estcott to Natividad !Vkdi<::<.ll C~ot~r. I 
-· ··- Frcgoso th~ntran pmtcd 
\Vc~tcott to Lin.: Monterey ounty VforgLIL' pending postrnortcm examination and 
toxicology stud ies. 

l1 pon my return to the ol"ticc I started the proce . .., to notify next of kin. Before 1110king 
contact vvilh anyone l rt:cei, ed a phone \:all from .rik Weskoll. He to ld me hi..' ball l ccu 
contacted hy his father's wi fe laney Westcott anJ told his f~t ther's airp lane had crashed 
nl the L'ulina. 1\irpo rt. 1 told him it was l ikdy his futh~r. hut T hod not been ab le t\1 mak<.: 
positive idcutiiication. He told me Nan~y was in 'Mthcm Ca.li fon1ia, but she weLl) 

rctuming to her res i d~:;nce in Cu rrncl. I ic proviJl'd me with n contact phone number. 

1 tht: r1 mwk ~_;onta ·t with Nancy Wcstcutt hy !clephorH.:. Friends had c;;r_lled her to td l 
lh ~:y had seen on tht: loc::l l nt!\-''S Chuck"s Ji rplnn~! hnJ ~rash ~.:d. : he told m~ uubod~ d sc 
"'auld be Jl} ing his airp l an~.: although ht.: hud u s~::d to.!st pilots in lhc lXLSt. I told her [ 
would try tO idcnt iiy him with fingerprints. l f thul \\'US 1101 pos •ibk f \\(Hlid hnw LO ha\'1.! 

Detective Randal Dyck rd 
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Deceased: Charles Ru ·:sell\\ stcott 
D :ll e or Deat!1: .lone 1. 2012 
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a fo rensic dental e:«1n1i nation perfo rmed. I ~~plaineJ that \HW ld delay the relea. e of his 
remain-; for s.cveral days. 

I hkr wntacted J.R. Robinson ufthl.!' Fed~ral Aviation Administration. I !c told h~ had 
investigated Westcoll when he bndcd tl1e same aircraft without ckploying rhe landing 
gear. r le thought Wcslcott had diflicttlty seeing, but was sti ll 3bk w tly. I provided him 
i,;UJ1l81.:l information for Nan~.:y w~stcolt. He also thought iL ('dd given \V ~:; tcott" s 
experience to tly straight up withour leveling off to rnaimain li ft . 

A pn~nnortem examination \vas ordered as per Culifllmi:::l Governmt:nl C d ~ S~:.:t ion 

2749 1. Coruncr 's Forcns iL Pathologist Dr. John Hain ~:o ntluued il on June 4. 1(Jl 2 ~1t 
091 <; hcJ urs at th(! Monterey C'Oll!lty [vl11rgue. (Pk ru,e rekr to Dr. I l a i n ·~ f>O~ tmort..:rn 

e~amination report tor speci fic details ). It W:lS de termined Charles RussC'Il We tcoli dic:d 
a.;; a rcsuJt of coronary nrler: atherosclerosis. Conditions contributing to the death v\ erc: 
no 1>ther conditions were cited us contributory in this death. 

Central Valley Toxicology conducteclloxicology studies. Result::, : a heart blood sample 
tcst~d negative Cor Frhyl Alcohol as wd l as o ther common acidic. neutraL and basic 
drug:; . 

Atlht' cnm:l usion o r thl! dlllopsy Dr. l-Iain had dt'lerminl;' !hat \Vcstclm had not dicJ us a 
rl:.'su lt of the airp lane crJsh. He ddl!nnin~d thal no rapidly l~tlal injuries occurred. 1 bcrc 
\\'~1" ;.,\lsP no s0ot or scorching in lht: air\vay. I conta\,:t~;!-J lh~ F/-\ .1\ :md advised them the 
caus~ of d.;ath was nnrural due to occluded coronary arteries and not from th~ uirp lan~ 
cr::J.sh. 

l later contacted Nancy Wc:stcou to derenninl;! Charh:s· s overall health. 'he to ld me he 
\\J.S ht::.tl th; . He did not l i.lke med ic ~ttiott anti hi$ b lt.J~lJ pressure \\1~ lin~. 1 rdali.:d to h-.:r 
tht: Jindings of the auwps) . I al;;o obta ined the namt! 1)f Chari~!~·_, den tist so that I could 
lak r obtain denta l records if ne(;i!Ssary. 

I lbcrc.t~m~ maJ.; an-angem~nb to hav..: iJ.l(m!nsic d.:nt<.tl ~xaminatilln 

ormcd. l contact~?L! forensic odomologist Dr. Kevin Landon D. D. ~. 111: procun:d the 
r~o."(.;OtJ:; from w~. kO ll ' s J t:nl i:-,t and then compared them Lo th~ J eccdenl. Dr. Landon 
cun fi rmed the decedent as ('harks Russell Westcott by dent~il contpanson. 

(.ONCLUSION: 

Detective Randa l Dycl\ nl 
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Ocn:a~cd ~ Charles Ru ·sell \V cstcott 
Dale of Ocnth; .J une 1, 2012 

Office of the heritf 
County of Mont~rt>y 

Coroner Divi_ion 

Coroner· ~ R eport 
Ca~c Nu111bcr: 10l l H42t 

In "i~\" of the information li.:,ted above. a well as th~ infom1:1tion receive~-! fr<1m the 
Patholo(!i~L it i ~ concluded this wa::> a d~oth of natural ca11ses nnd nri l!in. us c lassifi~d hv 

~ ~ -
the World J kalth Organi zation Manual of the Imemational Classifi ·ation of Ois~as~:s, 
I njuric , and Causes of Death 1 Vol. l , lC D. 9!11 Revision). No flltthcr inv~stigation is 
vvarrantccl by Ll1l• Coroner's Ofli cc. 

Ci\ 'L CLOSCD 

July 27. :!0! 2 
Dm~ 

De tective Handal DycJ, rd 




