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George Reed

Contact Information: Type of Operation:

_ Concerned citizen

(Statements are paraphrased)

Mr. Reed was listening to a morning radio program (CBS 880) about 5:00 a.m. the
following day. They had a retired police or fire department employee being interviewed
over the air. The retired individual said that he was listening to a police scanner and he
heard a broadcast of a problem at a different grade crossing on the day on the accident.
He assumed that it was in the area of the accident.

I explained to Mr. Reed that the NTSB heard about the police scanner report of a
malfunctioning grade crossing. It was at a different crossing and it was not a malfunction.
The report was for the warning system activating for a train, then recovering and
immediately going down and activating again. So someone saw what they thought as the
gates pumping.

Two trains were actually involved, the timing just happened that as one train got off the
detection circuit, a second train on the other track was detected, about 8 seconds later
(this is where the 8 second confusion at Commerce Street originated).

No further action was required.





