
Saltsburg, FA 15681 

Allegbmy Flight Stan- District O%ce 
101 Towne Square Way 
Suite 201 
Pittsburgh, PA X5227 

412-886-2580 Fax: 4 t2-885-2591 

Witness ~ t ~ t ~ ~ e n t  For Accident E ~ ~ ~ A 4 Q ~  N281MR 

L # ~ ~ t i ~ ~  of Witness (Latitude, ~ ~ ~ g j ~ ~ d ~ ~ :  40,484433,-79.5 14392 (see photograph below) 

Ms. Mary Kae Vacsuka had made a statement to the Pennsylvania State Police and this was a 
follow-up interview with the witness. 

a to show me where she was at the time ofthe accident. She led me to the 
walkway just outside the front door of her home. I asked her what direction she was looking 
and she pointed in a westerly direction. 

I asked Ms. Vacsuka why she Ioolced rr~, at the airplane. Ms. Vacsuka stated she he 
that made her look up. She said It was a low m b l e  noise, with a lower pitch thm normal for 
an airplane Bying by. Ms. Vacsuka added the sound seemed to be choppy. 

s. Vacsuka to tell me what she saw. She said she saw a small akplane, not a 
spin, %%eo 1 gave her a model airplane ta 

Vwcuka showed me an aircraft with a nose down about 45 
uckwise dirwtion;simiIar to a flat spin. Ms. Vmcuka added 

, going stmight down in a 

the aircraft looked so gracefizl as though it was doing tricks with streams of white smoke 
coming €ram both wings with a txd following the path ofthe aircraft. 

Ms. Vacsuka stated she followed the aircraft for about 3-10 seconds before she lost sight of it 
behind the frees. She then head a crash and felt the ground shake. Tfiereaffer, she: went into 
the house to call 9 f 1, Subsequently, she drove down to the neighbor’s home (accident scene) 
to Eind it on fire and there was no sign of aa airplane or anything that looked like one. 

.- Robert Spahr 

Aviation Safety Inspector 
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Ms. Corina Jo Sho~delmyer - 
Saltsburg, PA 1 568 I 

Allqhmy Right Standards District Office 
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Ms. Corina Jo Shondelmyer had made a statement to the Pennsylvania State Police and this 
was a folfow-up interview with the witness. 

f asked Ms. Shondelmyer to show me where she was at the time ofthe accident. She led me to 
the back porch of her home. Ms. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e l m y e r  stated she was sitting on her back porch with 
her children when she head an engine cutting out. Ms. Shondelmyer described hearing a 
sequence of sounds associated with the engine. Ms. Shondelmyer stated at first it sounding as 
though it was mning .  Then there was no sound as if the engine had stopped w i n g .  
Subsequently, the engine sounded as though it restarted and then the sound went away again. 
Thereaffmf., thc engine sounded like it had restarted and was very loud with a high rewing 
sound. Finally, she heard a loud bang and ran out into her yard to see smoking coming h m  
Steve and Rose Mary's hame. 

I asked Ms. Shondelmyer if she saw the airwafl and she stated he hadn't. Ms. ShondeImyer 
stated she ha8 looked but didn't see anything, but a large shadow over her house moving in a 
easterly direction towad Steve and Rose Mary's home (accident scene). 

Robert Spahr 
Aviation Safety Inspector 



L 



A u p t  8,2010 

Allegheny Flight Standards District Ofice 
101 Towne Square Way 
Suite 20 1 
Ptrtshurgh, PA I S 2 7  

412-885-2580 Fax: 412-886-2591 

Mrs. Barbara A Downey had made a statement to the Pennsylvania State Police and this was a 
follow-up interview with the witness. 

I a s k 4  Mrs. Downey to describe what she had head arid seen pertaining to the accident. 
Downey stated she was in her front yard just outside the fkmt door of her home when she 
heard a motor sputtering like it was trying to restart. Mrs. Downey stated she looked up to see a 
small airplane in level flight headed in a Westerly direction. Shortly thereafter she saw the 
airmafl moving erratically with wings teeter-tottering md then the nose pitch over. The 

the nose of the &ra& at about 45 degrees down. 
then started to spin in a slow spiral towmd the ground, spinning like a whirly bird with 

Aviation Safety Inspector 





August 8,20 f 0 

Mr. Timothy Lee Downey 

Deny, PA 15627 
- - 

Witness Statement For Accident ERAIOFA404 N28MR 

Location o~~~~~~~ (Latitude, ~ o ~ g ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ :  4 0 . ~ ~ ~ 7 4 9 , - 7 9 . ~  10959 (see photograph below) 

Mr. Timothy Lee Downey had made a statement to the Pennsylvania State Police and this wm 
a follow-up interview with the witness. 

1 asked Mr. Downey to describc what he had heard and seen pertaining to the accident. Mr. 
Downey staled he was working with Mr. Ryan Glitsky and Mt. Glitsky’s Uncle, Mr. John 
Palko on the Palko Em next to the gate down from the silo. Mr. Downey said they heard a 
strange sound and saw a sinall two seater airplane with its nose down in a slow spin toward the 
ground with smoke corning off the wings. Mr, Downey thought it was doing some stunts like 
in an air show, 

I asked Mr. Downey what was the sound he had heard and he said it sounded like the engine 
wm cutting out. Mr, Downey added that it sound like the pilot attempting to restart the 
engine. Mr. Downey said when the aircraft got below the tree line it sounded like the engine 
restarted. Subsequently, Mr. Downey head an explosion. - “.I.. I” _x. I 

I ”  

Robert spahr 
Aviation Safety Inspector 





August 8,201 0 

Mr. Rvan Glitskv 

Derry, PA I5627 

Location of Witness (Latitu e, L o ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ :  40.490749,-79.5 10959 (see photograph below) 

E had no record of Mi. Ryan Glitsky making a statement to the P 
learned Mr. Glitsky’s was a witness a&er 1 had spoken to Mr. Timothy Lee Downey. 

1 asked Mi. Glitsky to describe what he had heard and seen peaaining 20 the accident. Mr+ 
Glitsky stated he was working with his Uncle, Mr. John Palko, and Mr. Downey on the Palko 
farm near the silo. Mr. Clitsky said they heard a weird sound and saw an airplane with its nose 

vania State Police. I 

ght down. It was in slaw spin with make coming off the wings. Mr. 
as doing stunts. 

I asked Mr. Glitsky what was the sound he had heard and he said it sounded like the engine 
was cutting out and it later sauaded like the engine was trying to restart. Subsequently, Mr. 
GIitsky h w d  losion a few seconds after the aircrafi went behind the trees. 

Aviation Safety Inspector 
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Saltsburg, PA 15681 

Allegheny Flight Standards Distnct Office 
101 Towne Square Way 
Suite 201 
Pittsburgh, PA I5227 

412-XX6-2580Fax: 41 2-886-2591 

Witness Statement For Ac 

Location of Witness {Latitude, Longitude): 40.486706,-79.4 0 13 (see photograph below) 

I had no record of Mr. Gregory Lutz making a statement to 
at the accident scene and said he had witne 

make a statement. 

1 asked Mr. Lutz to describe what he had heard 
stated he was in his front yard a littIe after 9:OO 

nt ERAlOFA404 N28MR 

ice. Mr. 
d to 

seen pertaining to the accident. Mr. t u t z  
when he heard an engine spitting and 

ht headed in a N d up he saw a twin engine aircraft in lev 
ke coming out of both engines and not tips of the wings. 

and he stated it was whitc and was coming out of the 

s restarted for about 3 or 4 seconds the smoke stopped. Then 
eined to be associated with the spurte ' 

ring again and the smoke restarted appearing in puffs. 

Mr. Lutz stated shortly thereafter the eiigines stopped i w i n g  and it looked 1 
came to a stop in midair, Then the aircraft be 
dipped down as if it was in a left bank. The a 
the wings in the counter clockwise direction toward the ground. 

drift to the left side and the left wing 
started a 45 degree nose down spin about 

Mr. Lutz stated as the aircraft was spina 
both engines twisting behind the aircra 

it had two pencil streams of smoke coming from 
e a twisted licorice candy. 

Mr. Lutz added he had flown numerous times in his former boss's small aircraft and was a 
inaller aircraft. 

AviationSafetty inspector 
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Mr. Donald Rossi, President 
Mr. Michael Rossi, Vice President 
Mr. Carl Austin, Pilot 

Westmorland Mechanical Testing and Research Incorporated - 
Y O U ~ ~ S ~ I W ~ ,  PA 15696-0338 

hllcgheny Flight Standards District Office. 
101 Tome Square Way 
Suite 20 1 
Pittsburgh. PA 15227 

412-885-2580 Fax: 412-886-2591 

~ e s ~ o r l a n d  Mechan~c~l Testing and Research Incorporated had sold aircraft N28MR to Mr. 
Edward Sobota on August 3,2010, thus I asked if1 could speak to company representatives 
wbo may be familiar with &e aircraft. I meet with the above gentlemen in the company’s 
codaence room. 

’c discrepancies with the aircraft. Mr. 
e was not and the aircraft had the annual inspection completed in 

March 20 IO. Mr. Rossi stated he had Bown the aircraft h e  day ofthe aircraft was sold and 
found no problems. Mr. Miclbael Rossi w 
approximately 15 months, since they coul 
airworthiness directive. 

to say the aircraft hadn’t been flown in 
t sorne circuit breakers needed to complete an 

I asked if any ofthem had flown the aircrafi. They 
the aircraft. Mr. Michael Rossi, stated he had flown the aircraft the day the airera8 was flown. 
I asked them if they have evw used the throw-over-yoke. Mr. Michael Rossi stated he had and 
it was real hard to do. I asked Mr. Michael Rossi to explain how the throw-over-yoke worked. 
He stated there was a pin on the control column which had to be pulled out before the yoke 
could he transfened to the other side, 

bted they were pilots and h d  flown 

f. asked if the company had completed any long term storage actiuns on the airmafi during this 
f 5 month period. Mr. Austin stated they had periodically ran the engines about every 30 days. 
I asked if the company had any additional maintenance records for the aircraft that may not 
have been provided to Mr. Sobota at the tie ofthe sell. W. Austin said he would provide me 
with copies ofthe documents they had. 



! 

After the meeting Mr. Austin left the room to obtain the aim& records. When he returned he 
provided me the invoice from the last three m u d  inspection, with the fast one being 
completed by Mr, Lee ~ ~ ~ s ~ o w ~ ~  on Mar& 4,2010, There was alsrr a receipt for 12 circuit 

sed@ complete AD 2008-13-1 7, which was accomplished by Mr. Munshower 

Aviation Safety Inspector 
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40.29 1 75,-79.5 3 4446 

Allegniy Flight Standwds District ofiice 
101 Towne Square Way 
Suite 201 
Pittsbitrgh, FA 15227 

412-886-2580 P a .  412-886-2591 

Ms. Ruth Anssini called the Allegheny Flight Standards Distn'ct OEke (FSDO) on August 17, 
20 10 at 1 1 :40 AM. Ms Anssini stated she wanted to make a ~ ~ t e ~ e n t  concerning the accidcnt 
of N28MR. At the time I was aot available to speak with Ms. Anssini and I was not able to 
reach her untiil August 24,201 0. 

I asked Ms. Anssini to tell me what she saw or heard pertaining to &e aircraft accidmt. Ms. 
Anssini stated she was on her enclosed porch of her residence at a little past 9:OO AM on 
August 7,2010, when she heard a very loud airplane. She opened the window to look for the 

couldn't see it. Ms. Amsini had nothing else to offer €or a statement. 
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R5bert S$&r 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
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