
Air Traffic Control Information 
 
The airplane departed Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) Airport at 7:15 p.m. MDT for an IFR flight to 
Hesperia (L26) Airport.  After checking on with Albuquerque ARTCC (ZAB) the aircraft was issued 
at climb to FL250. A broken read back was obtained at 7:29 p.m. MDT.  This was the last two-way 
communication with the aircraft. The aircraft leveled off at FL250 and transitioned through Los 
Angeles ARTCC’s (ZLA) and Oakland ARTCC’s (ZOA) airspace with no further 
communications.  Military fighters were scrambled and indicated the pilot appeared to be slumped 
forward and was unresponsive to flares and other communication efforts.  The flight plan filed by 
the pilot indicates there was one person on board with a 5 hour supply of fuel.  Radar contact was 
lost with the aircraft at approximately 9:50 p.m. PDT, as the aircraft entered non-radar airspace over 
the Pacific Ocean.  At that time N427LE was approximately 350 miles west of the San Francisco 
Bay area level at FL250, northwest bound.  N427LE crashed at approximately 10:37 p.m. PDT, 490 
miles west of San Francisco.   
 
The route the pilot filed for his flight plan. 
KDVT DVT1 PXR BXK J212 DECAS BLH L26 
 
The route he flew 10 days prior: 
KDVT DVT1 PXR BXK J212 PSP V137 ARRAN L26 
 

 
Figure 1: Climb Profile 



 
Figure 2: Radar Tack 

 
 

 
Figure 3: Radar Tack Showing Interception 



 
Figure 4: Showing Distances 

 
 

 
Figure 5: Path Overlaying VFR Sectional 

 



 
Figure 6: IFR Sectional 

 

 
Figure 7: Path Overlaying IFR Sectional 
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