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GIVENS: I’m Detective William A. Givens, assigned to Mobile Police Department,
Homicide Unit. Huh, I am at Brookley Field in reference to a airline crash. I’ll
be interviewing Mr. Patrick Dayton Cook at Broad Street and Fifteenth Street,
related to the crash. Huh, Mr., Mr. Cook, you witnessed the, the airline, the,
the plane crash and come to rest at Broad at Brookley Field at the air strip.
Okay. Mr. Cook, we, we briefly went over huh, what happened in reference to
the plane crash and the huh, the order of events, chronological order. Huh,
take me back through it from the time you said it was about, about 8:15 in the
evening when you were talking to your wife on the phone or attempting to call
her.

COOK: I was attempting to call her and I heard a plane coming over and, you know I
didn’t think nothing of it. They fly over period, all, all the time. And all of a
sudden the front of my building there’s some power lines. The power line
went down, sparks flying and everything, you know. Didn’t think nothing of
it. All of a sudden I heard a crash, come out, running out. The plane’s on fire.
Called, called 911, told ‘em we need a fire truck, ambulance. And I stayed in
the vicinity of my building cause the phone I have don’t work that well. If
you’re....

GIVENS: Uh huh.

COOK: Hundred yards away from your building. So, then, some of the other guys
were....

GIVENS: Stand by just a second. I’ma pause this tape.

TAPE OFF/ON

GIVENS: Correction the, the beginning time of the interview was 2145 hours. Time now
is 2144 hours and we’ll continue the interview. Go ahead.

COOK.: So, I called 911, told ‘em, told ‘em we needed an ambulance and the, and a fire
truck. And I told ‘em he was rolling around on the ground. He was on fire
when the other gentleman pulled him out. He was on fire.

GIVENS: Okay. Did you, did you see the plane strike the telephone pole or did you....

COOK: No, sir. No, sir, I did not.

GIVENS: You saw the sparks.

COOK: I heard the lines, the lines went down and I said, “Oh, my goodness the plane

crashed.” And I heard when it, when it hit. I didn’t know how far he had went
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in the fence.

Did you see the plane slide?

No, sir, I did not. Ljust heard it, you know when it, when it hit I heard it.
After it snatched my lines down it went down and I heard him screaming.
Okay. After the, after you ran outside and you called 911 you, you told me
earlier that you huh, advised there’s three or four other gentleman from, from
the area businesses ran over there to assist him and you said you saw the, the
victim or the pilot...

Rolling on the ground trying to, trying to put his self out, you know fall, roll.
Did the, did the other four gentleman. ...

And the other four gentleman. ...

Assisted.

Assisted. And one of the gentlemen, I told him I said, “Be careful with the
power lines. I don’t know if they’re still whatever.” But I told him to be
careful with the power lines. So, and then the other gentleman pulled him
away. And then I was told by one of the officers, don’t know, remember
which one it was, to get back. So, I never saw whether he was still burning
when the ambulance got here or not.

Okay. And you directed the ambulance around to where they were at?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Okay. Time now is 2150 hours. That will conclude my interview.
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BOYKIN: All right, sir. Like I said my name is Detective Boykin, Mobile Police
Department. And your name again is what, Jimmie Duncan?

DUNCAN: Jimmie Duncan, JIMM.LE.

BOYKIN: LE.

DUNCAN: D.UN.C AN.

BOYKIN: C.AN. And the time now is let’s see, 2125 hours, 21235 hours. Today’s date
is April the 24™. All right. We’re here at Brookley Field. Um, Mr. Duncan,
what’s your date of birth?

poncan:

BOYKIN: And your social security number, sir?

DUNCAN: I

BOYKIN: I And your address?

DUNCAN:

BOYKIN: Spell that for me.

DUNCAN: I

BOYKIN: All right.

DUNCAN: I

BOYKIN: Uh huh. And your zip there?

DUNCAN: ,

BOYKIN: 05. Home phone number.

DUNCAN: uh, ]

BOYKIN:

DUNCAN:

BOYKIN: And work number?

DUNCAN: L

BOYKIN: And where do you work at, sir?

DUNCAN: Penski Truck Lease.

BOYKIN: Penski Truck Lease. And I'm assuming that’s where you were at tonight
whenever this plane crashed happened?

DUNCAN: Huh, we were working over here in the shop at Penski.

BOYKIN: Okay.

DUNCAN: And there’s a building huh, on the main road. Well, well, not the main road,

but a side road that they, they land huh, on the side of us. So, so, the plane
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was coming in and....Well, we didn’t think it was a plane. We heard a big
explosion. We thought the building in front of us was on fire. And then one
other guy said, “No, I heard a plane coming in.” So, we ran out, went out to
the front and me and Dan was the first ones on the scene. And the plane was
just engulfed in flames. And huh, we huh, we said, “Well, there’s nothing we
can do.” Then all of a sudden we heard a man scream bloody murder on the
other side, just screaming, “Put me out. Please, help. Help.” You know he
was on fire.

Uh huh.

So, we came around to the other side of the plane and he still had a, had his
shoes on and belt and all the rest of him, he was charred from head to toe,
beyond recognition.

And he was out of the plane at that point?

He was about ten feet away from the plane.

Okay.

On his back, laying on his back with his hands and feet in the air and he
couldn’t move. He couldn’t put his hands down. And he, and huh, we went
over there, tried to start putting him out because he was still on fire, some of
this clothes.....And huh, ‘bout that time the plane started exploded again. We
both ran. Iran to the other side and when it quit kinda, we came back, started
putting him out again. Now the other, other two guys from another, another
place down the street came running up. We each grabbed a hand and a, arm
and legs and we picked him up and moved him away from the burning plane to
a better spot and huh, waited. I guess we just helped, cut his belt off cause
huh, it was hurting him and his, got his shoe off. It was still burning. And just
waited, waited for the paramedics and huh, and the fire department to arrive.
Okay. All right. So, let me take this slow here. Um, basically, there’s like a
road there, looks like the plane kinda came down. ...

Right.

Basically on that general road.

Right.

Does that road, without me looking...

Okay.

Does it basically led into the, the. ...

Yeah.

Alr strip?

The air strip runs just like huh, parallel to this building here.

Right.

Just, just....

Okay.

Right on the side. It runs.....S

So, like say that, say that fence wasn’t there.. ...

Yeah, that’s where they would land. If the fence wasn’t there he probably
would of....

He’d just be right on down.
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Yeah.

Okay.

But see he came in early though.

Right.

From what I hear.

I understand.

He sit there. . ..

I’m just trying to get....

Yeah.

The general line there.

Yeah. Yeah. That’s, that’s.. ..

Okay.

The general line,

So, where that road is that he came, touched down on. ...

Right.

Where is the shop that you guys were working in?

Huh, there’s one building in front...It’s right by this road.

Okay.

Our building is right behind it.

So, that’s gonna be huh. ...

See Penski Truck Leasing right there. ..

Yeah, it’s on the other side....

Huh....

You’re talking about the other side of the road, correct?

The other, the other side....Yeah, on the other side.

That’ll be on the West side?

Yeah.

Okay. So, you’re, there’s one building on the West side of the road and then
you’re on the, on the other side of that?

Right.

So, you’re two buildings West of the road that he. ..

Right.

Correct.

The second building, right next....Yeah.

Okay. I gotcha. Huh, and yall were all inside and you said you just heard a
loud explosion?

Yeah, we heard a loud explosion and we went, we ran out to see if the building
was on fire. Cause what we were gonna do to see if.... And huh, and the other
guy said, “Well, I heard a plane coming down.” Well, we ran around to the
front of the building to see if it was on fire and we saw the plane out there. So,
me and Dan went out there to see if anybody was in it and huh, that’s when we
started hearing that guy screaming. And he was like on the other side of the
plane. So, we ran around the, the burning plane to the other side and there he
was.

Okay. Hang on. You saw the plane. Um, you said Dan. Who’s Dan?
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Dan’s the other guy that works for Penski. He’s.....

You know what Dan’s last name is off the top of your head?

Huh....

But he’s out here though, right?

Yeah.

Okay. That’s fine. So, when yall first saw the plane on fire yall didn’t think
anybody was alive or....

No, we thought.....No, because it was totally engulfed. It was just, it was
nothing...I mean you couldn’t even tell... We didn’t hear him....We couldn’t
tell if it was a plane or a helicopter really because the plane was so intense and
it was just a big ball of flames. Huh, I, I did see huh, the tail section. Well, no
the tail section was down the road they said. No, I, I really couldn’t tell really
at first,

Okay. So, yall are say, yall are on the other side of the plane...

Right.

The West side.

We’re on the West side of the airplane.

And you heard somebody on the East side of the plane. ..

Right, screaming.

Screaming. Okay. So, yall run around to the other side.

Yes.

Okay. And you said he was....Was he laying down you said?

He was on his back with his hands and legs up in the air screaming bloody
murder, “Put me out. Please, put me out.” But that first initial scream he was
probably... His clothes was burned off of him. Cause when he came around he
didn’t have no clothes on except for his shoes and a belt. And they were on
fire. And he was charred beyond recognition, black, couldn’t even

tell.... Pretty big guy though cause he was pretty heavy when we moved him.
Okay. So, you and Dan were the first ones out there basically. Do you know
who else was in the shop with you that came running out?

Huh, I think Eric came running out later on after we were trying to put him
out. But see, after that first initial explosion from the plane everybody ran.
And then Eric, I don’t think he came back.

Okay.

But when we first got out there he, he took his shirt off and was trying to put
him out with it. So, I think he was out....I’m not sure.

Okay.

It happened so....

Is, is Eric, is he out here now?

Eric’s the black guy....

Okay.

That works for Penski.

Um, so, there’s about five of you guys that are out here right now, right?
Right.

Is that pretty much the only five that were out here. ..
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Yeah.

Or some or....Okay.

No, that was it.

So, nobody else. That was it. Okay. Make sure we got everybody.

That was it. The other two guys came up later on after the first huh, explosion
happened. Then they came running up. Then I went back around and each of
us grabbed an arm and a leg and moved him away from the plane. It, it was, it
was still engulfed with flames pretty bad cause I singed the air on my arm.

- And this is after the initial explosion, after the huh, I mean after that second

explosion. ...

Right.

Or whatever, right?

Yeah.

I mean of course, it exploded one time to get you out here.

Right.

And then you heard the other explosion.....

Yeah, it started....

As you were standing out here.

Exploding. It sounded like he had a huh, well, one big explosion and then huh,
it sounded like he had huh, like firearms going off. POW, POW, POW, POW,
POW, POW, POW.

Okay. Um, did the guy ever say anything other than, you know put him out?
No, he didn’t say nothing. Huh, he talked more to Dan because after that see,
I was running trying. .. I heard the fire trucks running. I was looking for an
ambulance and the ambulance didn’t come till later on. There musta been five
huh, fire trucks pull up, no ambulance. Finally, the ambulance came up and we
showed ‘em where he was. And, but Dan was, stay, stayed there talking to
him, him and the other guys.

All right. So, um, did any of the other guys, did you hear them say anything
that they actually witnessed the plane go down?

Huh, well, no, I don’t know if they actually witnessed.

Uh huh.

They heard, they heard it. I don’t know, one guy said he clipped the top of a
telephone pole. I don’t know if he saw it. He, he knocked the top of a
telephone pole both off. T don’t know if he saw that or not.

Okay.

That was another guy that was over there.

All right. Anything else you can think of off the top of your head?

That’s about it.

About it. All right. I appreciate it, man.

All right.

The time, the time here is 2145.
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******************************************************************************

BOYKIN: 4™ and the time is 2150 hours. And your name again, sir, is....

CIGELSKI: Roger Cigelski.

BOYKIN: Okay. Can you spell that for me....
CIGELSKI: Sure.

BOYKIN: So, we can get it on tape.

CIGELSKI: CILGELSKL

BOYKIN: I spelled it wrong (inaudible). C.I...No,Ididn’t. CIGEL.SK.I
CIGELSKTI: Yes, sir.

BOYKIN: Okay. Your date of birth, Mr. Cigelski.
CIGELSKI: |

BOYKIN: Did I say that right?

CIGELSKI: Cigelski..

BOYKIN: Cigelski.

CIGELSKI: Cigelski, there you go.

BOYKIN: Your social security number, sir.
CIGELSKI: ]

BOYKIN: And your address?

CIGELSKI:

BOYKIN: Okay. Your huh, how about your phone number?
CIGELSKI: Huh,

BOYKIN: And a work number?

CIGELSKI: Huh,

BOYKIN: And your place of employment, sir?
CIGELSKI: Earheart Aviations, EARHE. AR.T.
BOYKIN: Hang on a second. Say that again.
CIGELSKI: Earheart.

BOYKIN: Earheart.

CIGELSKI: Just Ear and then... All one word, Earheart.
BOYKIN: Earheart.

CIGELSKT: Aviation,

BOYKIN: Okay. And you were at work tonight I’'m assuming?
CIGELSKTI: Yes, right here at 1812 Fifteenth Street.
BOYKIN: And that’s, is that the (inaudible) area.
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Well, it’s the... Not the corner building, not the second, it’ll be the third on the
left.

The third building on the left.

Right.

Where are we talking about on the other side of huh. ...

On the other side.

Of the roadway where the plane. ...

Be on the West side of the street, yes.

Okay.

He clipped the telephone pole right in front of our building.

Okay. Huh, okay. So, he clipped the telephone pole right in front of your
building.

Right.

Did you see that?

Excuse me. No, I was in the office at the time.

Okay.

And I heard huh, a loud noise and then the power fluctuated, then went out.
And then right after that another loud explosion which turned out to be the
aircraft on the ground. At that point I got up, ran out the front door and huh,
see the glow and ran out in the street. I could see the plane on fire and the fuel
all across the street um, burning. The whole street was on fire. There was
huh, somebody screaming. I could hear somebody screaming for help. I
couldn’t see anybody cause of the fire. And as I got up to the intersection huh
I could see the plane was across the street and over on this side of the street
was where this gentleman was laying.

How was he.....

On his back with his hands and feet in the air screaming for help. Huh, at the
same time two other fellas.....You want me to continue or just....

Yeah, go ahead.

Okay.

Go right ahead.

Two other fellas from huh, Penski building around the other side come running
around and we, the three of us approached huh, looked like the three of us, it
mighta been more, I don’t know in the, in the panic it’s hard to say, but we
approached him to pull him out of the fire. And then there were some
secondary explosions like shotgun shells or something like mighta been a flare
gun in the plane.

Uh huh.

And that scared us off. We had just about got up to him and then they started
popping and we ran. And then we turned back around, went back in the fire
and got him and dragged him out off to the side. And at that point all he had
left on him was his belt. And huh, he was coherent and huh, he gave us his
name several times. And huh, asked us to cut his belt off because he was
puffing up from the fire. He burned all his skin off and the built was restricting
him. So, we, we took a pocket knife out, cut his belt off and that was all we

b4
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could do. Huh, well, the plane burned and then huh, the fire truck approached
from the other side of the fence. We had called, we had our cellphones and
we called for help at that point. And huh, huh, as we were administering
whatever first aid we could to the guy.....Um, first the officers pulled up out
here and we’re trying to get their attention to get ‘em to come down to the
scene cause we had him laying on the ground. And then some fire trucks
approached and about the time fire trucks started approaching....The fire truck
from across the way started spraying foam out across to the wreckage. And
huh, and by doing that he was, we, he was spraying on top of us pushing,
pushing the burning fuel into us. And I’m standing there with a flashlight and
trying to get the officer’s attention. He came, parked way down. He turned
and came back. Two more fire trucks pulled up and I had to run up the street,
tell the fireman to get down there and shut that truck off. We got a guy down
there pushing fuel over onto him. Huh, I couldn’t get a fireman to come down
there and stand with his radio. I said, “Come on down there. I need a man
with a radio to stay with me with the victim.”

Yeah.

“I don’t give a crap what you got going on with your equipment. You got
other guys take care.....We’ve got a guy on the ground you’re blowing
burning fuel on again.” And nobody would come down with their radio and
stand by me with this guy to make sure we had the situation under control.
And so, finally, I don’t know if they were able to get a hold of that guy in the
other truck to shut the fire truck off. Finally, he just cut the foam and when
the fire went out and there we were . I mean it was, I, I was standing....I had
my flashlight and I was signaling and trying to get an office, somebody with a
radio, get somebody down here with a radio I said to administer and, and take
control of the situation. It wasn’t until several vehicles finally showed up I
finally, somebody finally came. I think it was three or four firemen came
down. And then we finally got somebody to help us. I mean there was, there
was cars, squads and trucks in the area. I couldn’t get a man with a radio on
the scene.

All right. So, let’s....

End of my story.

I understand. Now, I (inaudible). ...

It aggravated the crap.... If I was laying there that was, you know I can....

I understand. -

I, T have been involved in emergency situations in the military. ..

Uh huh.

And different areas and the first thing you do is get a man with a radio.....
(inaudible).

On the scene, keep him there and let him, let him talk to whoever he has to,
you know subject command center, but have a man with the victim, don’t let
‘em run off and that’s what happened.

The first fire truck that pulled up here you said came basically from the South
side of the road here we’re talking. ..
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Yeah, he came....I don’t know if he came. ...

About away from the hangers.

Yeah, he probably came from the hangers cause he stayed on the other side of
the fence and shot foam across the fence.

Okay.

So, I suspect it was a MAE truck.

All right. Now, now the plane is basically on the South side of the street right
here. What, what street did you say this was?

This is huh, this is Broad Street.

Okay. This is Broad right through here?

Right.

Okay. So, it’s gonna be on the South side of that.

Right.

Huh, and you said the man, pilot was gonna be on the actual North side of
Broad Street?

Yeah, he was laying directly across just in the intersection on this side of the
street. :

Okay.

Behind the actual aircraft. So, he was either blown out during he explosion or
was thrown out of the airplane on impact. It was, it was, it was impossible to
determine, but huh, at least he was out of the airplane. And he said....We
asked him if he was alone on the plane, he said, yes. He was coherent enough
to say that he was alone in the airplane.

Okay. Um, you said he, he told you what his name was a couple of times.
You remember that off the top of your head?

Tim Anderson.

Tim Anderson.

Yes, sir. He gave us some phone numbers, but I didn’t remember the phone
numbers and he was, he was trying to tell us phone numbers. And man, I’m
going, shoot, I ain’t gonna remember this. You know I could, I barely could
remember his name. I didn’t wanna do that (inaudible). That’s....I’m sure he
wanted us to call his family, but we weren’t gonna do that.

So, now, let me see... You say you were in your office and you heard a loud
noise.

Right.

The power fluctuated. ...

And then went out.

You went....Oh, the power went off. Okay. The power went out.

It fluctuated and went out about three seconds later.

Okay. Then you heard a second explosion?

Then a secondary explosion, yeah, impact or explosion.

Okay.

Aloud....

A loud noise.

A loud noise, yeah.
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And that’s when you went outside. ...

And then that’s when I come flying out the front door of the office, saw the
plane and (inaudible) from there.

Okay. Let me see.....He didn’t say what he thought happened or anything like
that did he?

No, no. We didn’t ask.

I understand. Did....

Huh, sometimes.....Yeah, we should of asked him. He mighta told me.

Well, he may not of known....

He might not of known, but he might said something. You’re right. I should
of....Cause he was that coherent that he was, he was able to talk to us huh, in
a, you know in a semi calm... After we calmed him down....

Uh huh.

And he was, he was laying there just stiff. He couldn’t, he couldn’t bend his
arms, he couldn’t bend his legs. And they were just, they were just puffed up
like, stayed puffed, you know just a tight (inaudible) tight. He couldn’t move,
but he could talk with what he, what skin he had left on his face he could talk.
Well, I bet if I asked him and I should have thought of that....

Well....

I was overwhelmed with.....

Yeah, man, that’s.....You know you had alot going on there.

I was kinda busy there for a minute.

Sounds like it. Okay. I guess that’s about it unless there’s anything else

No, that’s all. That’s all I saw and that’s all I know. And huh, that’s it.
All right.

Unless you have some other questions.

No, sir, I believe that’s it. Let’s see the time here is 2200 hours.
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