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· Company: 

FAX COVER SHEET 

'\ ~: Rayner, Bnan 

Date: 01/09/17 01:38:34 PM 

Fax Number: •••• Pages (Including cover): 1 

Re: NTSB ID#ERA15FA348 Plane Crash Somerset Airport 91812015 Police Report 
Request 

Notes: 

Deat: Allieon, 

Thank you oo much for yow: help. A. diocwoed. would you pl•••• fu ,_ __ ~ ot email the teport 
to me? 

v/r 

Brian 

Brion C. Rayner 
Senior Air Safety Inve•tigato< 
NT5B -ERA 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE- THIS E-MAIL TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN 
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED. CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, 
SUBJECT TO COPYRIGHT, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER 
APPUCABLE LAW. IT IS FOR THE USE OF INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. If 
you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the original sender 
immediately by forwarding what you received and then delete all copies ofthe 
correspondence and attachments from your computer system. Any use, distribution, or 
disclosure of this message by unintended recipients is not authorized and may be 
unlawful. 
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to 0~ 

Jli:RSilY ClTY, Nu' 

' NJ 

. At. 0851 I respowi"d to the Som&<'eet Airport fo<' a report of a miesing person: SCR advised the 

caller was concerned because ·a ooworke~ had not shown up fo~ work. I a~rived and met with 

Kathy and Mark in the ent.rance to the airport. They advised me o£ the following; 

-They work with an individual, fbilip Clemente, but have not h$ard from bi~ aince 1700 on 

Tuesday 9/8/15, 
-They th<:>ught h8 was off and with his wife, Julie, at the ehol:'e, 

-Julie phoned eh~ thia morning to aak if they knew where Philip was as she had not heard from 

him since Tuesday mQining. 
(Continued on ns~t a e) 

pprov iag Officer 
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(cell) 

(horne) 

(cell) 

(hOme) 

{tell) 

-They advised me that Julie thought he had been working and was with them and they thought he 
wae with Julie. 
-They came to the airport because Julie had said Philip waa picking up their boat on 9/8/15 
aml b>:inging :t.t to the hangar where he Bto.-e<l his plane. 
-They went to his hangar and found the boat the.-e, Philip'~ ca.- (NJ PBV71V) parked 
outside unlocked, and Philip's plane, a Lake 250 Renegade amphibious plane (tail number 
Nl401P) wa~ gone. 
-It was not in character fo.- Philip to fly and stay somewhere overnight or not to have eheck<!d 

(Continued.on next a e) 

Reviewing Ofrkcr A pprov mg Ofticer 
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,in either with them or his wife since 9/8/15, 
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(CI:III) 

(hom101) 

(tell) 

Kathy advised she had checked Philip's e-mail and there were no emails since 9/8/15 and that 
was not normal for him. Kathy advisad sha had mpoken to Philip at app~oximately 1700 on 9/8/15 

when he was in their NY office: Philip had told her he was leaving to go to Neptune, NJ to get 
him boat and bring it to his hangar in Bedminster, just as he had told hi~ wif~. That was the 
last she had heard from Philip, 

They wanted to explain everything b~for~ calling his wife Julie with me present, Kathy phon~d 
(Continued on next a e) 

Rcvicwmg Oflicer Approving Officer 



01/09/2017 14:05 

BEDMINSTER POLICE 
NJ 
Incident Report #15016398 

ImTOLVED PARTY RAYNER, BRIAN 

Narralivc (Cc>ntlnu<>d from paqe 3 l 

J~lie ~nd J~lie ~Qvi~ed me of·the following; 
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015 08:51;00 

-The last she had heard trom Philip wa2 in an e-mail on the morning of 9/8/15 advising her he 
would not be coming to the shore that night as plannad. 
-Philip was picking up their boat that was in for maintenance, as the place was unable to fix 
it, and was going to bring it back to the hangar at Somerset airport. 
-She was at thei:r: sho:re hO\lSE!: and assumed Philip was at their Chester house QD the ni.gh.t of 

9/8/15. 
-It was not unusual for Philip not to call for a day or so and did not think much of it 

CoDtinuaa on next e) 

Reviewing Otliccr Approving OlTict:r 



01/09/2017 14:05 

BEDMINSTER POLICE 
NJ 
Incident Report #15016398 

Narrative (Conti,nued from "'"'" 4) 
because she assumed he waa at work. 

BEDMINSTER POLICE PAGE 05/18 

015 08:51:00 

lc>:!ll) 

(home) 

(Oil II) 

-She was starting to worry when she phoned Philip and te~ted him about 8 tim~s on Wednesday, 
9/9/l5,.and did not hear back from him. 
-When ~he had not heard back from Philip on 9/9/15 she phoned hi~ coworker Kathy this morning, 
9/10/15 and foun.d that they h"d not been in contact w:l.th him either, 
-It was not unusual for fbilip to take his plana up for a flight and not tell anyone "-$ he 
would do it' quite often. 
-Philip never went far and was usually back in 2-4 hour~. 

(Continued on next e) 

· pproving Oniccr 
CHIEF CRAIQ 
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BEDMINSTER POLICE 

·It wa~ unusual for Philip not to check in with workas he was a bit of a. workaholic. 
-Philip had high ~lood pre$$Ure, high cholest~rol, and Q high platelet count. 
-Philip had just had his physical for the FAA on 9/6/15 and was clear to fly. 
-Philip had no other madi~al history. 

PAGE 07/18 

Page·6 of 7 

I advised Julie I would have Ch~st~r PD ~h~~k their ~esidence in case Philip waa th@re and she 
advised that w~s fine. I also advised JUlie we would also check surrounding airports. I 
advised Julie I would call her when I knew something. 

I then went with Mark and Kathy to Philip's hangar. Philip's red Volvo (NJ PSV71V). w~s 
parked to the right of the hangar and was unlocked. There was nothing out of the ordinary in 
the vehicle~ I cheoked the hangar and observed a cove~ed boat on a trailer parked inside. Mark 

advised that was Philip's tbst he picked up on th~ ~v~ning of .~/S/l5 in Neptune. Ma~k.advised 
Philip would not have been back to the banga~ until prob3bly after 2000 as he did not 1eave NY 
till afte~ 1700, then went to Neptune, and then here to Bedminster. The~e was nothing out of 
the ordinary in the hangar as well. I .advised Parker from the Somerset Airport of the incident 
and that Philip was missing as well as his plane. Parker advised he would check his 
su~~illance c~eras to see if he could get a ti~ Philip took off. Parker advised hs would 

contact the FAA. 

I advised Lt. Rock of the incident. I contacted Oet. Polito and he advised be would have 
Philip's cell phone pinged for location and ch~ck I'Urrounding a·irports. 

Chester PO responded to Philip's residence and advised that the ~eaidence waa empty and all 
appeared in order. Det. Polito advised the cell phone was coming back within a mile and a half 
of the ai~port. I responded back to the airport and checked Philip's vehicle and car again for 
his cell phone with negative results. Chief Meyer m<!!t "'" 11.t th<!! Airport and made contact wit.h 
NJSP Northstar to check the area for the plane. net. Polito advised he hsd another location 
towarda Readington Twp !'howing for the location ot PbiliJ;>'S ""ll phone. I met up with 
R~&d!ngton Polio@. and checked thei~ area ·of Meadow Rd. with negative results. Det. Polito 

advised that be bad zoomed in better on the location that Philip's cell phone pinged and was 
showing a 12 in the are~ by the airport, possibly a runway. I r~sponded to the ai~port and 
spoke to Parke~ a~king if he had a runw~y 12. Parker advised me they did and pointed to. it. It 

was the runway at the Southwest area of th .. airport. Parke~ .-el,.yed the information to NJSP 
Northstar. Chiet Meyer was with Northsta:tC ar.d approximat.,ly t"n minut"" later Chiet Meyer 
advised the plane was looat~d and it waa a crash (see Chief Meyer•s report). ! respond~d 

to the area whara the wreckage was located which was appro~imately a quarter mile off the end 

of runway 12, in a d8ns.,ly wooded area (see Lt. Rock's r.,port). 
(Continued on next page) 

Re ortin Officer cviewin onker - Jrovln Officer 

I
OFC MONI COOPER(5901) ISGT FRANCESCO BERNARP0(6101) ICHIEF CRAIG MEYER(2202) I 

. (09/10/2015 15·51·39>, {09/ll/2Q15 15 4 16•2Bl, (09/13/2015 19:28:351. 
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NJSP medics we~e on scene and advised me that Philip was pronounced dead at 1300 by 0~. Chun 
out of university Hospital. Lt. Rock contacted the ~edical Examine~ and FAA (see Lt •. Rock'S 
report). Chi<!f Meyer contacted the SCPO. I s"cur$d l;h$ a,;ea \lntil the Medical Examiner 
arrived~ 

An Unattended Death Form was filled out and e-mailed to the SCPO. 

NFAT (case fila) 

Re orlin Orllcer · ' rovin Oftlccr Reviewin r 0 Jllccr 

I
OFC l!!ONI COOPER(590l) ISGT FRANCESCO BERNARD0(6l0l) CHIEF CRAIG Ml!:YER(2202) I 

. (09/10/2015 15;51;39) 9 11 2015 15:16:28 l0911JI20]5 19i4Q:35l 
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CITY, NJ 

(elf! II) 

On 09/10/15 at'approxim~tely l300hrs I responded to Somerset Airport for a pl~ne Qrash 
involving a fatality. The wreckage was located in thick woods approkimately 1/4 mile 
Northwest from the end of runway 30.(40 37 33 N/74 40 40 W) Upon arrival twas informed 
that the sole ocoupan~/pilot, Philip Clement~, was pronounced deceaeed~ I contacted the 
ME!!dical Examiners Office and ;ad.vis:ed l:nvastigator Delio of the iru:;:ident. I was adviaed they 
we~e ~espondi~g. l aec~~ed the area and took initial saane.photos. I locatad ~gray canvass 
bag on the ground near the open oabin, Insi~e the bag I located a wallet, cell phone , and 
flight ·log book. I Secured the bag. I compared the picture driver's license located in the 

(Continued on next a e) 

Reporting Onlcer Approving Ofllcer 
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(cell) 

(ham12) 

(cell) 

wallet to the decedent and cont"iii:'DI8d it was Philip Clements, Philip wa" .wea;r;ing d"ess pant;s 
and a button down shirt. Philip's vehicle keys were located in is pants pock@t. I learned that 
his wrist watch was found.at the scene by medical personn~l and given to Office;r; Cooper. 
Philip was seatbelted into the left pi!ot 5eat with his upper body laying outside the cabin. 

~ha madioal e~aminer team -~~ived on scene and conducted their invaatigation. Philip was 
removed fro~ the plane and taken to the medical examiners office. I stayed on location and 
wait~d for the FAA, Eric stanford and Arthur Strauss arriv~d and I ~seort~d them to the 

(Continued on next 

R"'viewing Officer /\ppmving Officer 
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(homo~~) 

(~II) 

w~eckage. The flight log book was tu~ned over to them. I returned a phone call to Brian 
Rayner of the NatioW>l Transpo~tation Safety board. Brian stated that he would. be. re.sponding 
to the so•n" on 09/11/15. After the J.i'AA conduct"d th<>ir investigation w<> determined th"'t the 
aircr~ft was in a remote location and no one would was needed to stay at the acenew I later 
received a call fram Scott Anglin who will be pe~for.ming the plane recovery 
regarding the condition and location of the plane. The removal is scheduled to occur on 
09/12/15. 

(Continued on n~xt a e) 

Reviewing Officer pproving Officer 
LT ltARL ROCIC(l502) LT !CARL ROCIC(l502) 

(09/ll 2015 06128154) (09 ll 2015 13:40:34 
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Philip's wsllet, phone, and car key~ were all given to his wife, Julie, by Officer Piano. 
Officer Cooper gav~ th~ w~tch to the family. A cd-r of my scene photographs w~s provided to 
the FAA and NTSB. 

NFAT 
Casll! file 

){.;viewing Olli\.:~r Approving Officer 
LT :KARL ROCK(1502) LT KARL ROCK(1502) CHIBF CRAIG MBYI!R(2202) 

(09/11/2015 06:28:54) (09 11 2015 13:40:34 09 13 2015 19:27:09 
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(c~ll) 

On 09/10/2015 at 1000 h;,;~ I ;r;esponded to the Some;r;set Airport to """ist Offiosr Coope:r with a 
missing pe:s:sons complaint. (See Offiee:r; Cooper• :s report for detail!~). up·on my arrival 
Officer Cooper app:rised m~ of the incident at hand. We perfo:rmed a cursory search of the 
banger, vehicle and boat bel·9nging- to Clements for h.is cell phpne. wa .weE"e unable to loea.te 
the Cell phone within these locationr;J ~ Det. l?oli to waa tasked with ao·nt1nuing to monitor 
Clem.,nts•s o=ell phone via pingB done by Verizon:wi:reless. :twas ,advisee!. that th .. phone's 
signal w"" .. till within 1 1/2 mi~e of th@ 'Trt;a«p, C8ll Tower loo .. tion. :t 'updated ste'll'e Parker 
(l'artn .. r, So:n>¢rset Airport) of the possibility o! Clements's plane being crashed in the 

(Continued on next 

Reporting Officer Rcvi(;;wmg Orliccr Approving Oflicer 
CHIEF CRAIG MEYER(2202) CHIEF CHIEF 

(09 16 2015 13:53:22) 
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I made cont""t with the NJSP Noratar Unit who wer" h'"'"d o\lt of the airport. I "dvised them of 
the ~ituation and possibility of a plane ara$h within the· ViOinity of the ai~po~t. l requested 
their as~ie~ance in locating the plane and pilot . . i plaoed a call to SCPO Chief Fitzgerald *nd 
"dvi~ed him of the incident. I flaw with the NJSP Norstar Unit "-S they conducted a grid ae"rch 
of the area, we did thi~ for several hours without locating the plane. Det. Polito updated us 
with additional coordinates' and of a bette;c: location. w .. then sea.x-ch"d the area off of runway 

(Continu .. d on ne~t e) 

Approving Onicer 
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015 08:51:00 

SUITE 111 
AI.I.Ii:N'l'OWN PA 

#12. I looked down and through a portion o£ the dense woods I could sse the wreckage of a 
plane. NJSP Norstar Unit landed within close proximity of the crash. I notified SCR of this 
update, we responded on foot to th@' craah scena. Aa I &pproa~hsd the acane ! ob~~rvsd tha 

Pilot l~te~ iQentifieQ ae Phillip Clements deceased within the planes wreckage. rha NJSP 

Norstar Medios were· on scene, Officer Cooper along with. persons from the airport and fire 
department res.pond.ecl to 'the scene. 

DLT. Rock responded to the scene for assistance and processing if requested by FAA. (See 
(Continued on ne~t a e) 

Reviewing Officer Approving 01licer 
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D~T. RoQk's ~sport for details) The Sc~O was updated and advi•ad that their assistance was 
not needed. 

NFAT 
Case File: 

R(;viewmg Otriccr Approving OrtlccJ' 
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