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The/incident happened on May 4, 2002 at a approximately 1!:00 AM, after returning 
from the practice area. I made a standard insertion to the traffic pattern at the Hastings 

I 
Airport (9D9). My goal wa.~ to land in runaway 12. After lining up with the runway and 
keeping the stated best rate of descent, I found I was too high to and decided to abort the 
lan~ing. After applying full power the airplane hesitated to fly, but after a moment the 
plane started to climb. After returning to traffic pattern altitude, I lined up for another 
landing. Once again I was too high and crooked. At that moment I applied full power to 

' abort the landing, as my CFI stated the landing was to be aborted. With full power 
app~ied the plane started to sink. The instructor took control of the airplane. The plane 
refuSed to fly and went down to the left ofmnway 12. We hit runway lights and a runway 
sigll. For most of the time as we went down I had my eyes closed and only saw the 
airp,lane hit a runway light and the ground was we came to a stop. Once we had come to 
complete stop we shut down the airplane even though the prop striking the ground had 

I 
stollped the engine. After a quick check to see if my CFI was okay we exited the airplane 
witt\. no outside assistance. Damage to the airplane is as follows: Nose wheel broken 
off,•propeller bent, hole in leading edge ofleft wing, hole in bottom of fuselage and a 
hole near the tail of the airplane. The skin was wrinkled and bent near the cockpit and the 
attitude indicator had tumbled. 

This plane had problems in the 60 days previous to the accident. A month or so prior, I 
to schedule a lesson. The plane's owner, Brent Andrews, said that the plane was 

lvo."',;power and wouldn't maintain power. He said, "Jfyou tum on the carburetor heat, 
rv-1v" would go back up." While the plane was crashing, my CFI told me that two 

previous, there had been a partial power loss upon takeoff_ 
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Accident report May 4th , 2002 

On May 4th Mr. Dale Gee and I departed K9D9 on a training flight at ll; 15 am consistin8 
of ground reference maneuvers (turns around a point and rectangular course), general 
aircraft handling and pattern work. On returning from the practice area we called for an 
airport advisory and received no reply. The first: attempt to land on runway 12 was 
aborted in a go-around when the student flared high and drifted left of the runway. That 
go-around was performed without a problem and we flew a normal pattern for a second 
try. The go-around was initiated by the student without prompting from me. On the 
second approach, the student was maintaining the extended runway centerline on final, 
then over the numbers he flared -15-20 ft AGL and drifted left of the runway. J called 
"Go around"; the student had already initiated it by applying full throttle and pitching for 
a climb attitude. At the time of the go-around, the airspeed indicator was showing 65 
KTAS, all pre-landing checklists were completed, Carb heat was off, fuel pump was on, 
the fuel selector was on the right tank, and the mixture had been full rich. Upon 
performing the go-around procedure, we continued to sink towards the ground. I called 
"my airplane", and took over the controls. My first action was to verifY throttle and 
mixture were both full forward-which they were. At this time the stall warning hom 
sounded so I immediately lowered the n.ose to gain airspeed. At this point we were - 5 
feet off the ground parallel the runway over the left runway lights and still sinking. I was 
unable to maintain level flight in ground effect and I remember the right wing was 
lowered in an attempt to get back to the runway. I rolled wings level and raised the nose, 
then we struck a runway light and landed main wheels first: on the grass to the left of the 
runway. The aircraft impacted a yellow cone (from runway 18-36), then the prop dug in 
and we spun to a stop nose down in the grass. I verified Mr. Gee was O.K., then I shut 
down the mixture, throttle, fuel selector and fuel pump, Mr. Gee shut down the master 
switch and we both exited the aircraft. Both Mr. Gee and I were uninjured, at the time of 
the crash both of us had seat belts and shoulder hamesses on and seats were verified 
latched in place (part of the befure landing checklist). 

Additional note: I have experienced power loss after takeoff in this aircraft within the last 
week. I had the aircraft checked by the mechanic who stated it was o.k. 

--Noam J. Morgenstern 
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