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Both pilots exited the aircraft through their prospective doors. The pilot on the right side of the aircraft need assistance from a bystander to exit.
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Please see attached

The helicopter was being relocated from one landing pad to another, about 20 feet away, when the accident occurred. When the wheels touched the ground
during the landing, a vertical vibration was noted. The pilot increased the collective in an attempt to load the main rotor system; however, the vibration
worsened and the helicopter began to shake violently. The pilot was able to move the helicopter away from the pad, as there was another helicopter being
fueled next to it. The pilot then made a left pedal turn and was able to set the helicopter down on the grass. He stated that the helicopter impacted the ground
very hard while moving laterally to the left

Still under investigation for root cause.
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ERA HELICOPTER- N385RH ACCIDENT- HOUMA, LA- OCTOBER 22, 2012 
Statement of Incident- Michael D. Northcutt 

To Whom It May Concern: 

At ~pproximately 0510, Dustin Pugh (the PIC) and myself (Michael Northcutt- the SIC) reviewed the 
ma~ntenan~e logb.ook and head~d to the aircraft for preflight. I stopped to get the fuel sample jar and pale 
wh1le Dustm contmued to the a1rcraft located in the hangar. When I arrived at the aircraft, Dustin had 
begun to pre-flight the right side. I plugged in the power cart, turned the external power switch on, and 
started taking the fuel sample. Dustin completed the right side and continued to the left side to finish the 
lower and upper areas. We finished the preflight and maintenance assisted us in moving the aircraft to A
S pad. 

We both did a final walk-a-round and 'strapped in' for our run-up checks. After completing our run-up 
and power /trend checks, Dustin (in the right seat) lifted the aircraft off the ground and hovered laterally 
to center it on the pad and then shut it down. 

After the shutdown, maintenance came to the aircraft and asked if we could re-start and move it to A-4 
Pad. We agreed and started the aircraft normally. Dustin passed the controls to me (in the left seat) for 
the short hover flight. I lifted the aircraft normally, hovered backwards for about 20+ feet and started a 
right pedal turn and hover taxied towards the pad. 

When abeam, I left pedal turned to line up with the center of the pad and began to hover forward. Once 
the main wheels were over the edge of the pad I started to descend while continuing to move forward. 
After the main wheels touched down, I started to lower the nose to the ground to finish the taxi forward 
and shutdown. I'm not sure if the nose wheel was fully down, but almost immediately the aircraft began 
to oscillate violently. I continued to lower the collective but the vibrations and violent oscillations got 
progressively worse. Initially thinking that somehow we had gotten into ground resonance, my reaction 
was to reverse what I was doing increase the collective to get the aircraft off the ground, or at least see if 
increasing power would reduce the oscillations. 

We became airborne but the aircraft continued to oscillate and vibrate violently. I didn't want to try and 
set it back down on the pad since there was another AW139 refueling next to us on A-3. However, I was 
able to move left and rearward away from the other aircraft and when clear, initiated a pedal turn 
towards the left. By now the vibrations and oscillations were severe enough that my headset came off and 
all I could think of was to keep the aircraft level. I don't remember spinning but do remember when 
setting the aircraft down on the grass, we hit the ground very hard while it was moving laterally to the 
left. 

After the impact I reached over and shut down both engines and heard Dustin yelling to shut off the fuel, 
which I did. Our rotor brake was MEL'd so I waited momentarily to shut off the electrical systems since 
the rotors were still turning. 

Once everything was shut down I asked Dustin how he was doing and attempted to open my door .. .it was 
stuck. A moment later someone from the outside opened my door and I was able to exit the aircraft and 
inspect myself that I was not injured. 

Michael D. Northcutt 
Era Helicopters LLC 
AW139 SIC, BH212/412 Check Airman, IFR Captain 



Cognevich m, Andrew 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

- ---- ------

Pugh, Dustin 
Monday, October 22, 2012 12:39 PM 
Dardar, Randy 
Gayle, Frank; Cognevich ill, Andrew 

Mike N. and myself was moving the aircraft after doing our powercheck on AS to A4. We had a possitive exhange of 
controls, to Mike. We lifted to a hove and it was very smooth we moved over to A4 and had a very smooth decent and 
the rear wheels touched the ground at a smooth rate, he proceeded to lower the colective and the aircraft started to 
shake, mike reduced collective it did not slow down the shake and it got worse so we added power and the helicopter 
lifted and the shake became violent so we were able to pedal turn the aircraft out of the way of the other aircraft, the 
shaking got even worse and we lost our headsets and could not read the displays. Then the aircraft hit the ground, we 
turned engines off and fuel. 

Added: I remember someone saying from the ops check flight that it had a small bump to it, but they figured it wasnt 
anything to worry about? I do not remember who it was that told me this. 

Helicopter Pilot 
Dustin Pugh 
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