
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
PILOT/OPERATOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT 

This form to be used for reporting civil and public use aircraft accidents and incidents 

Accident/Incident Location Dntctri'tnc 

Neare.n City/Plpce: Vermillion Block 376 St:lte: ICAO Da~e: 4/17/2012 Local time; ...;1~2.;.;:0~0-~-­

Time Zone: CDT ZlP: nla Country: _nJ_a _____ ~------- mmlddlyyyy 

(dd:mm:ss N/S) Loogitv<lG: (ddd:mm:ss 'EIW) 

Phose ofOpc.ration 
0 Standing 0 Takeoff (incl. initi3l climb) 
0Taxi 0Climb 
0 Desceru ~ Lunding 

Manufacturer: --=S:.:.:ik;.;o.;.;rs;.;.;k""y _______________ _ 

Modoi:....::.S....::.-7....::.6~B ________ ________ _ 

Sea·ial Number: ..;..7_60...;3..;..6.;;.8 ______ _ 

Registntion Number: _N_5_6R_D ___ _ Amateur-built: 0 Yc3 ltJ: No 

Collision wirh Otber Aircraft 
OMidair 
0 On•ground 
2None 

Max Gross Weight: 

-----
Altitude of In-Flight 
Occurrence 

11.579 lbs 

Weight 11tTime of Accident/Incident: 10 400 !bs 

Location of Center o! Gravity lit Time of Accident/Incident: 
_____ inches from 0 nose or 0 datum 

-or- l'cxcent M~n Coed MAC) 

C~tegory of Aircraft 
0Ai.cplane 

Type of A)n'f'Orthincss Certificate 
(Check all that apply) 

NumberofSeats: ____ a_ Landing Gear 

OBall<JOll 
0 Blimp/Dirisible 
0Giider 

St~n<l~rd Special If Large Aircraft, how many seats for 
Check any additional landing gev 
configuration tllot spp(iC3: 

0 Gyroeraft 
r;z] Helicopter 
D Powered lift 
0Uitrnlighr 
0Unlmown 

0 Normal 0 Restricted 
D Utility 0 J..imiwd 
0 1\cr<Jbatic 0 Provisional 
121 Trnnspqrt 0 Experimental 

0 Sp~ial Flight 
0 Light Sport 

flightCcew: ----­

Cabin Crew:----­

l'ass~oe:crs: ---- - -

Ill Tricycle 0 Toilwbccl 

0 Amphibian 0 High Skid 
~ Emergency Float 0 Skid 
OF!oat 0Ski 

Type of Maintenance Program 

0 AJ!nual 
0 Couoitional (Amateur-built only) 
Q! Manuf~cturer's lnspcctiop Prv_sram 
0 Other Approved Impection Program (AA!P) 
0 Continuous Aii:'WO([biness 
0 Other, sped(y: 

lFR Eq~tippd 
Iii Yes 0 No 0 Unl<l\owrt 

Last Inspection Type 

0 100 Hour Ql Continuous i\ir.I.'Otthiness 
0 AAIP 0 Conditional Inspe<:tion 
0 Annual 0 Uoknown 

Stall Warning System 11\stAIIcd 
0 Yes ljl No 0 Unknown 

0 Hull 0 Ski/Wheel 
Unknown 

Date Last Inspection: _...;0;.;;5~/0~5;.;;/2;.;;0~12;;,_ 
mnv'ddlyyyy 

Airfr11mc Total Time: 4,376 hi's 

hours measured a1 (cMck one) 
121 Last Inspection 0 Time of Accident/Incident 

Type of Fire Extinguishing System 
ONot~e 
b1l Specify Engine haylon 

ELT ID.'ltalled ELT Activated ELT Manuf~eturer: --------------

1-=bl]:..Y~e;;;.s-..::O:.N:_o;:,_ __ O_Y_e_s _bZI_ N_o ___ --i Model/Series:----------------

:ELT Aided in Locating Accident/Incid~nt 

0Yes (;Zit4'o 

.Engine !ypc 
0 Reciprvcating 
IZl Turbo Shaft 
0 Turbo l'rop 

· .. ..... 

£ 'd 

OTIIrboJet 
OTurboFan 
0Unknown 

988l 'ON 

System Type 
0 Cllroutc~r 
0 Fuel Injected 

Serio! Number:-------------- ­

Battery Type: Date: 

Propeller 

0 Fixc;d Pitch Manufacturer: _____ _;__ _ ___ _ _ _ 

0 Con~rollable Pitch Model: 

Date 

\ 
3 
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De$cript:i.on of Damage to Airtrnft and Other Property (use additional Jhnt ifmcmary) 

Tailboom damaged following ditching. 

Airport Identifier:--------------­

.1\.irpi'JA'tName: ------------------­
Proximity to Airport 0 OffAirport/Airsttip 0 On Air;port 0 On Air.rui_p 

Approach Segment (Sdwona) 

0 On lnstnunem Approach landing 
0 Crosswind .Oownwind 

IFR Approneb (Chackafl rhDt apply) 

ONone OPAR 
0 ADF/NDB 0 Sidesrep 
0SDF OILS 
0 VORII'VOR 0 Localize: Only 
0 VORIDME 0 LOC-baek cour$e 
0 TACAN 0 RNAV 

OMI.S 
0LOA 
OASR 
0 Visunl 
0 Contact 
0Circling 

0 Practice 
0GPS 
0 Loran 
Ounknown 

Distance From Airport Ce.atcr: _____ _ _.:SM 

Direction Frotn Airport; degrees MAG 

Elevation: ft. MSL 

Final 0 Go Around 
Aborted 

VFR Appro.aeh (C::h~ctc (l[l thar apply) 

0 Non~ 0 Sr.oJ) and Go 
0 Traffic Pattern 0 Touch !l11d GQ 

0 S1111ight-Xn 0 Simulated Forced Landing 
0 Val!eytrerrain Following 0 Foreed Landing 
0 Go Around 0 Precautionnry Llllldins 

'Full Stop 0 Unknown 

Run-way loformation Condition ofRunway~nding Surface (Cmck all rhar apply) 

R-unway ID: (Lf'R/C) Length: .n Width: ft 0 PJY 0 Snow•Compacted 0 Water-Calm 
t-..:.:=::..:=:..:=:::::::===:.2..::::::.::.=:===::.::__..::..:=::..::====:.::.....j 0 Holes 0 Snow-Crusted 0 W:ltet-Choppy 

Runway/Ll!nding Surface (Cir6ck alltlrat appty) 0 Ice Covered 0 Snow-'Dry 0 Wa~·Ginm 
0 Asphalt 0 GrasS/Turf 0 Mnca.dam 0 Water 0 Rough 0 Snow-Wet 0 Wet 

0 Concrete 0 Grovel 0 Metal/Wood 0 Unknown 0 RllbberDepositS 0 Soft 0 Unknt>wn 
0 Dirt DIce 0 Snow 0 Slush Coveted 0 Vegetation 

L:lst Departure Point 
AirponiD: _KA_RA __ _ 

city: New Iberia 

Destination 

AirportlO: Vermillion 376 

City: Gulf of Mexico 

Typ\: Flight Plan Fifc:d 
Ill None 0 VFRIIFR. 
0 Company VPR 0 IFR 

State: Louisiana 

Time: 11:10 

Time Zone: CDT State: _______ _ 
0 Militacy VFR 0 Unknown 
OVFR 

Country: Colintl)': 

Type: of ATC Clearance/Service (Chuck all that appty) 

tzl None 0 Special VFR 
OVFR OIP!l. 

0 Speciolll':R 
0 VFR.ODTop 

Airsp;~ce where the accidentfmcident occurred (Ch8ckallthataP.P~) 

0 Class A tJ Class B 
0 Cla;s B IZJ Clm G 
0 Class C 0 Demo Area 
0 Class D 0 Ana 

0 Prohibited Aten 
0 Restricted Area 
0 Mititruy Ope.rations 
0 

Aircraft Load Desaiption (Check all that apply) 

0 Non~ 0 Towing Glider 
0 Passengets 0 Towing Baoner 
0 Cnrgo 0 Other &,terne.l 

Fuel on Board at L~tst Takeoff 
(ca11vtrr from PQunds. (lS ~c~s3ary) 

300 Gallons 

Other Services, if An.y, Prior to Departure 

S 'd · 9BBl· 'ON · 

Fuel type 
0 S0/87 

0 l>ataehutists 
0W1lt6 
0 Cllctnical/Fenilizcr/Sccd$ 

0 llS/145 
0 100LowLead 
0100/130 

[iJ Jet A 
Automotive 

5 

Attivated? 0 Yes 0 No 

0 VfR. Flight Following 0 Cruise 
0 

Om 
0JP4 
OJPS 

0 J ~t Tra.inins Area 
0TRSA 
0 "FAA93 

0 tivestoek 
0 Unknown 

0 Unknown I NA 

0 Spccisl 
0 Air Traffic Control Area. 
OUnl<:no~ 

0 Other, specify----- ---

.. ... . 
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Was an emergency evaeuAtion o.fthc $ircraftpcrformed? [l) Yes 0 No 
Mothod ofExit- Describe how the occupants exited and bow many occupants evacuated each location 
Starboard door jettisonetJ, rafts deployed manually from the starboard side. AU 0¢¢1.1pant~ l;loarded raft from helicopter. 

We:~ther Observation Facility 
Facility ID: ..;.KARA.:...::..;:_;_ _ ______ _ 

Observation Time: ..;1.:.7;.;::0;.;:;0.::Z ___ ___ _ 

Time Zone: .;:U:...:T..:::C'----------

Source of Weather Information 
(Check all that apply) 
0 National Weather Service 
0 Flisht Service Smtion 
0TVIR.a4io 
tz1 Automated Rep ott 

O company 
0 Militaly 
0 Internet 
OtTnknown 

Method ofBriijfing 
(Chtck all that apply) 
OinPe.rson 
OTeletype 

Distallce from Accident Site: ____ __.:1.:::.2::..0 NM 0 Commercial Wellther Service (PUATS) 

0 Telephone/Computer 
I;;;:J Aircr.lfi ~io 
OTV!Radio 
0 UnknOWll Direction from Accident Site: dt:grees MAG 

Briefing Type/Completeness Ljght Condition Visibility 
0 Pull 0 Abbreviared 0 Dawn 0 Dusk 0 Onrk Night 0 Parual I Limited By Pilot 0 Unknown Ill Day 0 Nisht 0 .Bright Night ___ 8.;...Jl1iles 
0 Partial I Limited Sy BrieFer 0 Not Pertinent 0 Not Reported 
S.ky/Lowcst Cloud Condition Ceiling Rcsn-Jet.ion to Visibillty (Cfleck a/f rhar uppty) 
0 Clear G1J Thin Btoken 0 None (elear) 0 Ob3cured 0 None 0 Fog 0 Few 0 'l'hin Overc~st 0 Sroken 0 lndcfm.itc 0 Blowing Dust D GtoW!d Fog 0 Pattial Obscwution 0 Unknown r;;l Ov~Tl;aSt 0 Unknown 0 'Blowing Sand 0 Hue 0 Scattered 0 Blowing Snow 0 Ice Fog 

1-=L=-o--e-s-t C-l-o-ud~C-on-d:-in-.o-n:-H:-e-irr_h_t----~C:-e-m-n-,-:U-ci-,-ht----------1 D Slowing Spray D Smoke '"' " " '" 0 Dust 0 Unknov.n 

Wind :Oircetioa 

0 Indicated: 
--=20,_.,0,_.degrees MAG 

ftAGL 

WmdSpced 
Volocicy: ___ 6:_.KTS 

-llr-

~Calm 
0 Lislttaml Variable 

1,000 fiAGL 

Wind Gusts Type of Turbulence (Check all r/Ulr appl)l) 
Velocity: __ __.KTS Q) Nune 0 In Clouds 

0 C!Qar Air 0 Vicinity of!llun<leutOnn 

0 Ousting 
1;2} Not GuStin!: 

Severity ofTttrbulcntc 
0 Extreme 0 Moderate 
0 Severe 0 Modt:rllte Chop 

OLight 

NOT A.Ms (D, Land f:OC), AmM£Ts, SlGMETs, ~:mEl's m effec:t at the t.im.e of the accident/incident 

Temperature: 25 (C) 
or (F) 

Altimeter Setting: ___ in. HO 
or ___ Ma 

Density Altitude: - - - ---ft 

Dew Point: (C) 
or (F) 

9 'd 

I~:iJlg Foretast 
Amount 

lilJNonc 
0 Trac:e 
0Light 

0 Moderate 
0Sevcrc 

l'tpe 
orum.e 
0Ciear 
O~d 

Type of :Precipitation (Ch~ck all that apply) 
~None 0 Driute 
0 lW» 0 Ice Pellets 
0 Snow 0 Snow Pellet:! 
0 Hail '0 Sn<iw Grains 

1--------~--------; 0 Rain Showers 0 Ice Cryslals 
0 rrtexing .Rain 0 Ice Pellets Shower 
0 Snow Shower 0 freezing Dtilzle 

leil'lg A.etual 
Amount 

iZ1 None 0 Moderate 
0 Truce CJ Severe 
OLisht 

6 

J)pe 
ORime 
OC!eat 
0Mixod 

lntcnsity ofl'reeipitation 
0 Light 0 Moderate 0 B:envy 
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rstot "A" Responsibilities at th.«: Time of Accidcut/Incidcnt 
!iJ Pilot 0 Co-Pilot 0 Student Pilot 0 Plight lnstt'l.lctor 0 Che¢k Pilot 0 Fligllt .Engi11eer 0 Other Plight Crew 

Pilot "A'' ldennf~Cation 

Fitst Name: -'-R"""fch~a.;..;rd;.._ ____ _________ _ 

Middle ln\tial-:.::L-:-:·~--Last Name:..;::;...:.::_.::;.:._ __________ _ 

Age ax time of Accidentllncident: __ :..5_:..4 Date o( Birth: 

Degree ofinjury Seat Occupied Shoulder lhrness 
1!1 Non~ D Fatal 0 Left 0 :Front 
0 Minor 0 Unknown iJ Right 0 Rear 

OUnknown 
Seat Belt 
U$~d 

Avoilab)e 
ONo 
0No 

Used eJYes 

0 Serious 0 Center 0 Single 

l'ilot Certificate(s) (Check an that apply) 

0 None 0 Student 
0 Private 0 Flight [nstructQr 

0 Recreational 
0Sport 

Av<lilable 0 Yes 

0 Commerci31 0 Flight Engineer 
bll Airline Transport 0 U.S. Military 

0 Foreign 

0No 
0No 

frlncipal Occupation 
fil Pilot 

Medical Certificate Mcdital Certificate V;didity 
0 Without limiWionN/waivexs 
0 With limitationVWaivers 

Date ofLut Medical 

Oolll.er 
0Unknown 

QNone 
rn- Closs 1 
0 CJass2 

Medical Certificate Limitations 
Correellve lenses 

Medics! C<:rtificate Wnivers 

Date of Last l"J!ght Review 
or Eqoivslent1 Including 
FAR 121/l3S Checks: 

0 Clan3 
0 Driver's License (Spon Pilot only) 
0 Unknown 

Flight Rol'icw Aircraft 

Make: Gulfstream 
Model: G-IV 

0 lJnlalown 

Airplane Rating(s} 
(Check all lira& apply) 

Rating(s) Instrument Rat.ing(s) 

ONone 
l2l Singl&-Enginc Land 
0 Single·Ensine Sea 
0 Multiengine Land 
0 Mulliengine Sea 

llfl rhal apply) (Check all that "-PPf;i) 
None 0None 
Aixship Ill Airplonc 
Ff!le Balloon ~ Helicopter 
Glider 0 Powered Lift 
Gyroplane 
Helico~r 
Powered Lift 

e-17, Ce·525S, CV-A340, Oc-.3, DC-3$, OC.~:26, OHC·8, G·159. G-1159, G·IV, G-$~,1-iW·.SOO, L·B34, 
LR.Ja~ N-82.5, All makes andl\'lodGis of ~Ingle and mulll-iingl11e piston po\vel'¢d aulhorizad aircraft; 
Authoriz~d aircraft: BL-PS3, CA-HA~OO, CHV•F4U, CM-170, CV-LB30, OC·A01, 01-1·112., DH·115, G·F6F, 
GNAT, N-PS1, N•l2.8, R·P47, T -33 

7 
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Instructor Rating(s) 
(CJte&!. an rhar apply) 
0None 
~ Ahylane Single-Eogine 
1Zl Airplane Multi· Engine 
0 Gyloplane 
0 Powered Lift 

04/1G/2012 
mmldd.fmy 

~ 
Xnstl'Ument Airplane 
Instrumeo.t Helicopter 
Helicopter 

0Glider 
0Spon 

Endorsements (Includ~ darts) 

Rotore.rnfi GUdtr 
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Pilot "B" Responsibilities at the Tint~ of A.c:cidentJincident 
0 Pilot 0 Co·l"Hot 0 Student Pilot 0 .Flight Instructor 0 Check l'ilot 0 Flight Engi11eer 0 Other Fligbt Crew 

Pilot "B" ldontification 

First Name:~-------------------
Midd.J.e Initia[: __ _ 
LasrName: __________________ _ 

Age at time of Aceident!Incident: __ _ Date of Birth: 

Degree oflnjury Sc!lt Occupied 
D None 0 Fatal 0 Left 0 Front 
0 Minor 0 Unknown 0 Righe 0 R.c3r 
0 Serious 0 Center 0 Single 

0Unknown 

Pilot Ccrti.{icatc(s) (Check all that apply) 

City:-----------------
Stott:; ____ ZIP:----Country: _______________ _ 

Certificate Numbef: _____________ _ 

S<lat Belt 
Used 
Availabl~ 

DYes 
0 Yc.' 

0No 
0No 

Sho~od<lcr Harness 
Used 0Yea 
Av!lilnbJo 0 Yes 

0No 
0No 

0 None 0 Student 
0 Ptlvatc 0 Flight In:tructor 

D Recreational 
OSport 

D Commeroi~l 0 FlighlEAgineet 
0 Airline !mnspqrt 0 U.S. Milirruy 

0For-.ign 

Principal Oecnpation 
0Pilot 
Oathe.r 
0Unknown 

Medical Ccx-tific:tte 
0 None D Class 3 
0 ClliSs 1 0 Driver'~ License (Sport Pilot only) 
0 Class 2 0 trnKnown 

M~dical Certificate Limit:~tions 

Medic:tl Certificate Wai-vers 

Flight Review Aircraft 

Medical Certificate Validity 
0 WithQUt limitations/waivers 
0 With limitations/watvers 
0Unknown nrmlddlyyyy 

Date ofL11st Flight Review 
or Equivalent, lnc:ludin~ 
:FAR 1211135 Checks: 

Make: ___________________ ~------

Airpla;ne Rating(s) 
(Chet:k allthal apply) 
0Nono 
0 Single-Engmo Lllllll 
0 Singlo-Engine Sea 
0 Multiengine Lrmd 
0 MultiCilginc Sea 

ModeJ: 

(Check all that apply) 
0None 
0Airship 
0 Free Balloon 
OOlider 
0 Oyroplane 
0 Helicopter 
0 Poweted Lift 

AU 
Alrcrnrt 

'.CbiSMake 
&ModH 

8 .d 988G 'ON 

!nstrument Radng(s) 
(ChBckall that apply) 
0 None 
0Ailplane 
0 Helicopter 
0 Powcre\1 Lift 

8 

Instructor Rating(S) 
{Chsck all tJuu apply) 
0Nonc 
0 Airplan~ Single-Engine 
0 Air!llane Multi-~nsine 
QOympJnnc 
0Po~Lift 

0 Instrument Ahplanc 
0 htl)trumcnt Helicopter 
0Helicopter 
OGlider 
Ospon 

d(JI~S) 
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Degree oflnjury 

City: 0None 0Fatal 
State: ZIP: OMinor OUnkno\ltll 
Counuy: Oserious 

Scat Oecupicd 
0 Foreicn 0Left 0Front 

0 Right 0Re3t 
0 Ccnt~:r 0 Single 

DYes 0No 0Unknown 

J.>egree oflnjury 
City; 0None 0 fawl 
Stale: ZYP: OMinor 0Unknown 
Counuy: 0 Seriou' 

Seat Occupied 
OForeign 0Lcft 0 Front 

0Right ORear 
OO:nter 0Slrtgle 

DYes 0No OUnknown 

Degree oflnjury 

City: 0None 0Fat11 
Slate: Z.l?: OMinor 0 Unknown 
CotllJtzy: 0 Serious 

Seat Occupied 
Oforc.ign OLen 0 l'ron' 

ORight ORear 
OCcutrJr 0 Sinslc 

0 Unknown 

First Name: City: 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: 
La.!tNamc: Country: 

First Name: City: 
Middle lnitkll: State: ZIP: 00000 00000 
~Name: Country: 

FintNs.me: 
Middle Initial: ZIP: 00000 00000 
Last Name: 

Fiest Nllmc: City: 
MirJdle Initial: Stntc: Zll': 00000 00000 
La.~tNamc; CC)\lnlry: 

FirstNilme: 
Middle Initial: ZIP: DODD 
LaSt Name: 

First Name: 
Middle Initial: ZIP; OOCJO ODDDCJ 
LastN'nmc; 

First Name: 
Middle Initial: ZIP: 00000 ODD DO 
Las, Name: 

First Name: City: 
Middle lnitinl: State: ZIP; 0 0 000 0 0 000 
LnstNatne: Country: 

9 
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Descdbe ,vhat occurred in order, including circumstances to and nature Describe tmain and 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State ti.znz and point of dep!lrturc, intended destination, and sen-ices obtained. 

Helicopter N56RD, a $ikor3ky 5768 helicop!0r, daparted I<ARA at appro.xrm~taly 11 ;10 COT for a 45·mfrwta flight lo the Rowan Jos Douglas rig operating in 
Vermillion 37S. The crew consisted of one pilot Six passengers were on bO<'!td. 

oeparting taxiwlly A in VFR conditions towards ttle north, the helicopter tumad to the south to a dlrac:t heading to the rig. The fHght to !he rig was 
uneventt'ul. 

At approximately 11:55 COT, the helicopter approached the rig from lha northeast. During ihG approach, the rig asked if ths helicopter could land to OOG side 
helipad so that another helicopter coold !;;md on the pad. The pilot responded in lhe affirmative. 

I he helicopter continua<;~ its approach to the pad. In !he final stages of the approach, lhe pilot noticed a oecrease in powar. Ratner than cotllinuing with the 
lanoing and possible ¢rash into !he rig, the pilot aborted the landing. The pilot maneuvered to avoid the rig while dropping tha nose to gain airspeed. 
Recognizing thatlhere was not enough altitude to gain sufficient airspeed to continue night, the pilot executed a controlled dilching into the water naar the rig, 

the time, the seas were approximately five feet in height. The controlled ditching was deGcribed by one passenger as ''feeling like hitting a bump in the 
road." 

pilot continued to pull collective while in the water until directional control was lost and the noats ware deployed. The rotor and engine were shut down 
as a rescue capsule from the rig approached. 

Following the engine shutdown, the aircraft began listing to the port side, AU passengers were Instructed to move to the starbo.ard side for evacuation. The 
starboard door was jettisoned, life rafts wera deployed and lanyard$ Mid. 

All six passengers exited into the life rafts from lhe starboard slda as instructed. They then movad from the life rafts to !hG rescue capsule. 

all six passengers were safary abo::~rd the rescue capsule, thG pilot exited the starboard sida of the helicopter lnlc a life raft, then into the rescue 
capsula. The helicopter subseqvEHltly capsized port slde fir~t. 

Operator/0"'1ler Safety l1ecomme,ndntion 

10 
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ADDiiiONAL INFORMATION (Please type or ptint in ink) 
Use this spllCe if additional space is needed for any answers. 

Signtl~rc and Name ofPerson Fil.illg Report if Other tllnn Pilot/Operator 
Signature: ------~----------------------------~--TypeQrPrintName: _ ______________________ ~----------

11 
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Describe circumstances leading to and nat\.lle or accident/incident. Describe terrain llnd include 

wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent. AttRch extra sheets if needed. State time and point of departllre, int~nded destination, lllld. services obtained. 

Helicopter N5GRD, a Sikorsky S76B helicopter, departed KARA at approximately 11 :10 COT for a 4S-minute flight to the Rowan Joe Douglas rig operating in 

Vermillion 376. The crew consisted of one pilot. Six passenge111 were on board. 

After departing ta>;iwey A in VfR conditions towards ltle north, tha hellcoptar turned to the south 10 a direct heading to lhe rig. The illght to the rig was 

uneventful. 

approximately 11:55 CDT. the helicopter approached the rig from the norlhea~;t. During \he approach, the rig a$l<ecf if !he halicopler could land 10 one side 

~-4-'.!! · •t•o;o.helipad so that anothGr hellcop~r could land on lhe pad. The pilot responded in the affirmative. 

helicopter conUnued Its approach to the pad. In the final :rtages of the approach, the pilot noticed a decrease in power. Rather than continuing witl'l the 

and possible crash into the rig, the pilot aborted the landing. The pilot maneuvered to avoid the rig white droppb;g the nose to gain airspeed. 

Ree(lj;tnil:lng that thars was not onough altitude to gain sufficient airspeed to continue flight, the pilot executed e controlled ditching into the water near the rig. 

the time, the sea:; were approximately five feet In height. The' controlled ditching w<~s described by one passenger as •feeling like hitting 11 bvmp in the 

road." 

pUot continued to pull colle!Cilve white in the water until directional conlrol was lost and \he float~ were deployed. ihe rotor and angiM were shu! down 

ae a rescue capsule from the rig approached. 

Following lhe engine shutdown, the aircraft began listing to the port side. All passengers \vera instructed to move to the stal'board side forevacuatlon. The 

starboard door was jettisoned. life rafts were deployed and lanyards held. 

All six pas&engars eidted Into the life rafts from the starboard side as instructed. They tilen rnoved from the life rafts to the rescue c;~psule . 

Arter all six passengers were safely aboard the rescue capsule, lhe pilot exited the starboard side of the 1\elicopler into a life raft, than into lhe rescue 

capsule. The helicopter subsequenUy capsiled port side nrsl 
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