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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
PILOT/OPERATOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT 

This form to be used for reporting civil and public use aircraft accidents and incidents 

BASIC INFORMATION 
;\ccidcnt/[ncidcnt l.,(JCation fJatcffimc 

Nearest City1Placc. e-naoron StBte: NE Date: 06/1 '1/2013 Local Time: 06:45am 

ZIP: 69337 __ Country· USA 
~~~-"" Time Zone: ~_?T 

Latnude: 41.99N {dd:mm:ss N/S) Longitude: 97.44W (ddd:mm:ss E/W) 
·············----- ... -·~- ••----~~·~•-•wccrc·--- ··--

Phase of Operation Collision with Oi·hcr Aircraft Altitude of In-Flight 

0 Standing (lJ Takeo!T(incl initial climb) 0 Cruise 0 Hover 0 Midair Occurrence 
0 Taxi 0Climb 0 Maneuvering D Olhcr 0 On-ground 
0 Descent 0 Landir>g 0 Approach 0 Unknown GZ{ None 

-~~--~ 

ft MSL 

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION 
Manufacturer: Vans Kit Mnx Gross Wci_ght: 1,320 lhs 

Model: RV12 Weight at Time of Accident/Incident: 1,153Jbs 

Serhtl Number; 1202'2"6 
'" ·"·~·-~···--· '"" 

Location of Center of Gravity at Time of Alcl'idcnt!Iocidcnt: 

Rcgisu·ation Number·: N666BE Amateur-built: Ill Yc:; 0No 
93 inches from 0 nose or !21 datum ... ___ 

m 
-~···-.··---

Percent Mean Cord(% MAC) . 
Category of Aircraft Type of Airworthiness Certifi~:atc !\'umber of Scats: 2 Landing Gear D Retractable 

~Airplane (Check ali that appl)~ Check any additional landing gear 
Balloon Standard Special If Large Aircraft, how mnny seats Cor: configuration that applic:r 

0 Blimp/Dirigible D Normal 0 Rc:.,iridcd eJ Tricycle 0Tailwhcd 0 Glider Outility 0 Lirnit~·u Flight Crew: 
0 Gyrocrnl~, 0 Acrolwtic D Provisional C<~hin Crc\v 0 1\mphibiatl 0 High Skid 
0 Hdic(lprcr 0 Transport G2l Experime-ntal 0 Emergency Float O~k1d 
0 Powered lift 0 Specml Fl1ght 

Pa:;sengcrs· 0 Float 0 Sk1 
0 Ultralight [2] 1 _ighl Srort 0 Hull D Ski/Wheel 
0 Unknown D Unknown 

Type of :\-1aintenance Program Last Inspection Type Dntc L:tst inspection: 0610312013 

IZJ Annual 0 100 How 0 Cuntmuous Airworthiness mm!dd·y;yy 

0 Cnnditionul (Amutcur~IJUilt only) OAAII' 0 Conditional Inspection 
D M;mufuclurcr's Inspection Progn1m G;2j Annual D Unknown AirfntnH;~ Total Time; 54 hrs 
0 Other Approved Inspection Program (AAIP) 

hours measured m (check one) 0 Continuous Ainvorthine% 
D Other, specif)·" ". 

0 Last lnspcctJon [,2] Time or Accirknt/lneident 

-::::--··--·~·-· ··---
IFR Equipped Stall \\'arning System Installed Type of Fire Extinguishing System 

0 Yes Rl No 0 Unknown i2) Yes 0No D Unknown 0 None 
0 Sped!'y 

-·~-··-·· 

ELT Installed ELT Activated ELT Munufucturcr: CoulrJ nol re8d this info after 
5Zl Y~s 0No Ill Yc:> 0No Model/Series: This is a new unit and has new batteries. 

ELT Aided in Locating Accident/incident Serial Number: Unit was turned off by eilot after exiting ~lane. 

0 Yes Gi] No Battery Type: ll"ttcry Exp. !)ate; 

Engine Type Rcciproc:lf:i'OgFVUCJ Propeller 

0 Reciprocating 0 Turbo Jet 
System Type 

Manufacturr.:r: Warp Drive D Turbo Shan 0 Turbo F<ln 0 Carburetor 0 Fixed !'itch 

D Turbo Prop 0 Unknown Ill Fuel injected [l] Controllable Pitch Model 3·Blade Ground 8~;, obhiA 

Engine Rated 
Power Measured Time Time 

nate liS (check one) Totnl Since Since 

EJJgine .\-lannfadurer's of Mfg. [if 1-lorsepowt,>r 01 Timr lnspertion Overhaul 

ugine 1\iftnufiJctttrc~-~···--· Modcl/St'rles Serial !\:umber mm dd VVFV 0 lhs of'11mrs1 (hours) (hours) (hours) 

110 .IHMGE8G43•1f,CO:<G2GB I 2013 110 54 " :;4 

·-M~·--••••"- ··························--· 
Eng. 2 

·-~··-

""'· 3 ---·- ··--" 
Eng 4 
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OWNER/OPERATOR .INFORMATION 
Rcgistc1·ed /\ireruft Owner Owner Address 

Name: William G. Earl City: ,lire 

State: OR ZIP: 975.:J.Q. .. ___ 

1:ractiooal Ownership Aircran: DYes 0 No Country: USA .................. =--
Operator of Aircraft 12:1 Sumc As Rcg1"len:J Owner Operator Address 0 Same A$ Regtstcrcd Owner 

Name: City: 

Doing Business As: State: ZIP: 

Air O:u-ricr/Opcrator r (4 Chamrtrr Code): Country: 
-··--··-·-~-

.. ········~··--··--·· 

Regulation Flight Conducted Under Revenue Sightseeing Flight 

li] FAR 91 D FAR 1c9 0 FAR 91 Special Flight 0 Public Usc (selecl type) 
DYes li] No 

D FAR 103 D FAR 133 0 Non-US, Commercial 0 Federal 0 State 0 Local Air Medical Flight 
DFAR 121 0 FAR 135 0 Nott~US, Non~commcrcia! 0 Unknmvn 

DYes IZJ No 
D FAR 125 D FAR 137 D Armed Force:; ...... 
Purpose of Flight Revenue Operation Type ofCommcr·cial Operating Certificate Held 

for FAR 91, 103, 133, 137 (Select oue) for FAH 121, 125, 129, 135 ('>'elect one) (Check all that appl;.~ 

GZJ Pcr:mnal 0 Scheduled or Commuter 0Nonc 

D Business D Non-Scheduled or Air Taxi D Phlg C<~rricr Opcraling Ccrtilicutc ( 121) 

0 Executiw/Corporate 0 Supplemental 

0 Other Work Usc D Air Cargo 

0 lnstructwnal 
Domestic or T nh·rnational D Forc1gn Air Carriers (129) 

0 Ferry 0 Dumeslic D I nternutiorml D Commuter /\ir Carrier ( 135) 

0 Positionmg 
0 On~Dcn1<md Air Tuxi ( l 35) 

0 Aerial Application 
0 L:ugc Helicopter ( 127) 

0 AcJ·ia! Observation Cargo Operation 0 Rotorcran Exlcmu! Load (133) 
D Air Drop 0 Pus~cnger/Cmgo • oc 
D Air Rae~..: I Show D P3sscnger many? 0 Agricultural Aircrafl (137) 
0 Flight ·rest 0 Cargo .. 

····················-····~--... ~ 
0 Public Usc DMai1 D Other Orcrator ofLarg~ Aircraft 

D Unknown 

OTHER AIRCRAFT- COLLISION (If air or ground collision occurred, complete this section for other aircraft) 

Airct·aft Registration Number Manufactur·cr: l>amagc to Other Aircraft 

NIA Model: .... ..... 8 Destroyed B ~~~~r 
... 

Registered Owner of Other Aircraft 

First Name: ""·-·-··-·- .................. --.-.. City: 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: 

Lust Numc: ... C011tHry: 
. 

l)ilot of Other Aircraft 

First Name: --···--- City: ... 

Middh.:: Initial: State: ZIP: 

Last N<UH(:: Country: ... -. 
MECHANICAL MALFUNCTION/FAILURE (If more space is needed, continue on separate sheet) 

\Vas there J\1cchanical Malfunction/Failure'! DYes 0No GZ1 Unknown Total Time/Cycles 

(/fyl!s. lisllhe name q(lhe part. manufacturer, part no .. serial flo., aud descrihe rite failure.) On Part 

Hour:> ..... 

............ - .. _. __ Cydcs 

Time Since This I)Ht 

I nspcctcd/Ovcrha u led 

Hours 
·-""""""" --··-~ 

..... 
DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage Aircraft Fire Aircn't.ft Explosion 

0None G2l Substantial GZI None 0 Bo1h Ground and Jn~Fiight IYJ None 0 Both Ground nnd ln"F! ight 

0 Minor 0 Destroyed D ln .. fligh1 0 Unknown Origin D ln~F!ight D Unknown Origin 

0 On-Ground D On~Ground 
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Description of I> am age to Air(' raft and Other Property (usc additional she(;f if necessary) 

The airplane landed with t11e fuselage and the w1ngs leveL I h~1d little floir ;md the irnpact cau~:>od the landing gear to collapse into the wings and engine 

cowling. The aircraft underside received serious damage due to the landing gear collapsing into the wings and engine cowling. The engine condition is 

unknown due to a prop blade strike. 

AIRPORT INFORMATION (II tho accidentlincidont occurred on approach, takeoff or within 3 miles of an airport, complete this section) 

!\irport Identifier: CDR Distance From Airport Center: ___ SM 

·\irport Name: Chadron Municipal Oirection Vrom Airport; degrees MAG 

Proximity to 0 Off /\irporliAirstrip lZJ On Airport 0 On Airstrip Airport Elevation: 3,297 il. MSL 

Approach Segment (Selt:cl Orlf:') 

B On {nstrumcnt Approach BLanding B Base leg 0 Final 0 Go Around 

Downwind Low (\ pproach 0 Aborted Lnn9i_~s_.(afl:cr touchdov.'J)_) 

IFR Approach (Ciu:d< all that apply) VFR Approach (Check all thai apply) 

0None PAR MLS 0 Prnctice 0None 0 Stop and Go 

0 ADF/Nllll Sidc~t1cp LDA D GP:) D Traflic Pattern 0 Touch and Go 

0 SDF ILS ASR 0 Loran 0 Straight-In 0 S1mulatcd Porccd Landing 

0 VOR/TVOR Lor:aliZt:r Only Visual 0 Unknown 0 Va!!cy/Tcrmin flol!owing 0 Forced Landing 

D VOR/DME LOCAx1ck cmrrsc Cont<.~ct 0 Co Around EJ Precuutronary Landine; 

0 TACAN RNAV I Ci<cling 0 Full Stop 0 Unknown 

Runway Information Condition of Runway/Landing Surface (Check all that appl)) 

Runw<.~y ID: _Q~----~---{LIR/C_l Length: 5.998 1\ Width 100 fi fi£) Dry 0 Snow-Compacted 0 Water-Calm 

-- ---- 0 Hole$ 0 Snow~Crusled 0 Watcr~Choppy 
Runway/Landing Surf~tcc (Check alltil(lf apply) DIce Covered D Snow-Dry D Water~Glassy 

0 Asphalt 0 Grass/Turf 0 Mac:.~dam 0Wakr 0 Rough 0 Snow~ Wet Dwet 
GZ! Concrete 0 Gravel 0 Metal/Wood 0 Unknown D Ruhbcr Deposits 0Sofl D Unkno"Wn 

0Dirt D!r:~: D Snow 0 Slush Coverud 0 V cgctation 

FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATiON 
Last Hcparturc l'oint Time of Ucparturc Uestination Typ<' Fli~ht Plan Filed 

Air11on ID: ~~.R rime 06:"5 am 
A1rport ID: CDR !lJ Non0 0 YFRJIFR 

Cny Cl 
0 Compuny VFR OtFR 

City: Cfladron OMil!tmvVrR 0 Unknown 

State: NE - Time Zone: CO ·r:__ .. , ... State: NE OVFR 

Country: USA Country USA. Activated? 0 Yes DNa 
-- ··-- -· 

Type of ATC Clcat•uncc/Scrvice (Check a/1 that app~F) 

IZJ None D Special VFR 0 Speciai!FR 0 VFR Fllght Fo!!owmg 0 Cruwc 

(ZlvFR 01FR D VFROnTop 0 TraJlk Advisory D Unknov.n INA 

-
Ainspaee when~ the accidt..·nt/incidl.'nt occu1-rcd (Chn:k all that appl;) 

D Class A C?J Class E Prohihitcd Area 0 Jet Training Area 0 Spec.al 

0 Class B 0 ClassG Restnch ... "d Area 0 '!'RSA 0 A1r Tmff'ic Control Area 

0 ClassC 0 DcmoAr~:u Military Area (MOA) 0 FAR 43 0 Unknown 

D Class!) 0 Waming Area j Aicpm·; Advi""Y Man 

Aircraft Load l>c~cription (Check all that apply) 

EZ:!Nonc 0 Towing Glider 0 Parachutists 0 Livestock 

0 Passengers 0 Towing Banner 0 Wa1er 0 Unknown 

0 Cargo 0 Other External 0 Cbcmica!/Fcrti!izcr/Sccd:~ 

FUEL & SERVICES INFORMATION 
Fuel on Board at Last Takeotf Fuel Type 
(convertfi·om pound.~. as ncces.\'WJ) ~ 80/87 0 1151145 0JP3 D Other" specify 

""'-~~-

18 Gz!llons 
100 Low Lr...'lld 0JctA 0JP4 

- 0 100/130 D Automotive 0 .IP5 
.. -··· ,_ 

Other Services, if Any, Prior to Departure 

None 
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EVACUATION OF AIRCRAFT 

'\Vas an cm~rgcncy cv::~cuation ofthe aircraft pc1 wnuctl! DYes IZJ No 

Method of Exit~ Describe how the occupants exited and hovv' many occupants evacuated each location 

The canopy was aiready in the full open position and I, the pilot, stepped out as usua!. 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENT/INCIDENT SiTE 

\VeathCI" Observation l<'acility Soun·c of \Veathcr Information Method of Hrieting 

Facility ID: 
(Check. a/11hm opplj~ (Checkoff that appl;) 

····- ·······-·---~-- 0 Nat1'ona! Wcuthcr Service 0 Company 0 In Person 

Observation ·nme: 0 Flight Service Station 0Militury 0 Teletype 

Tim.:: Zone 
·~~----~~-

GZJ TV IR;_ldio [Jl Internet Q] Telephone/Computer 

Distance from Accident Site: NM 
!21 Automated Report D Unknown 0 A1rcrart Radio 

.. 0 Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0 TV/Radio 

Direction fmm Accident Site ···············-· 
degrees MAG D Unknown 

.. -···· 

Uricting Type/Com pletcncss Light Condition Visibility 

D Full 0 Abbreviated 0 Dawn QDu:'ik 0 Dark Night 
10 

0 Partl'al/ L1mited By Pilot 0 Unknown 0 Day 0 Night 0 Hright Night --·--- rndc~ 

0 Partial I Limited B;- Briefer GZJ Not Pertinent D Not Reponed 

Ti~11 .... u, .. d Cloud Condition Ceiling r~cstriction to Visibility (Ch('ck all that apply) 

Q] Clear 0 Thin Broken [:1 :-.lone (dear) D ob~curcd 0None 0 Fog 

D Few D Thin Ov..:rcast 0 l3roken 0 lndollnite 0 Blowing Dust 0 Ground Fog 

0 Partial Obscurati'on D Unknown D Ovcreu:-;t 0 Unknown 0 Blowmg Sand 0Haz6 

D Scattered 0 Blowing Snow 0 Icc Fog 

... --- ... ............ _ 0 Blowing Spray OSn1oke 
Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 0 Dust D Unknown 

ft AGl !tAGL .............. _.,. .. ··--
·wind Direction Wind Speed \Vind Gusts Type of Tm·bulence (Check all that appZrJ 

D Indicated: Velocity· KTS Vcloctt'( 
-~-·--·~ 

KTS G.ZJ Nnn~ D ln Cloud:; 

-- degrees MAG ~or~ 

0 Clear Air 0 Vicinity ot"niundt•rstmm 

Ocalm 0 Gu:Jting Severity of Turbulence 

Ill Variable GZl Light and Variable r;z] Not Gu:>ting 0 Extreme D Modcrutc D Light 

0 Severe 0 Moderate Chop 
......... -- - ----.. --

NOTAMs (D, L :md I'DC), AIRMETs, SIC MEl's, PIREPs in effect at the time ofthe accident/incident 

None pertinent to this flight 

Icing Forecast Type of l'rccipitation (Check all that apply) 

Tempc1·ature: . __ ._rC) Amount Type Ell None 0Dri::..zk 

or - 65 (rJ Ill None 0 Moderate 0Rimc DRam 0 Icc Pellets 

Altimeter Setting: HG 
0 Trace 0 Severe 0 Clear 0 Snow 0 Snow Pellets 

IT1 0 Light 0 Mb:cd 0Hai! 0 Snow Orains 
or -----·- .. MB 0 Rain Showers 0 Ice Crystals 

Uensity Altitude: 1\ king Actual 0 Frcc:ring RHin 0 Ice Pellets Shower 

Amount Type 0 Snow Shower 0 Freezing Drizzle 

Dew J">oint; 
~~--

(C) 0Nonc 0 Mudcratc 0Rimc ........ - ····-

or ----~--(F) D Trace 0 Severe 0Clcur Intensity (Jf PrecipitMion 

D Light D Mixed D Light 0 Moderate 0 J.kavy 
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PiLOT "A" INFORMATION 
Pilot '"A" Rcsponsihiliticrs a~ the Time of Accidcnt/lncidcnt 

G21 Pilot 0 Co-Pilot 0 Student Pilot 0 Flight lnstruct()r 0 Check Pilot 0 Flight Engmeer 0 Other Flight Crew 

'" 
·-~. ~·---··· 

Pilot "'A" Jdcntitication 

Fir:c;t Name: William t:irv:,~ i 

Middle IT State: . 97530 

I ,ast Name: ~Earr Country: USA 

Age at time of Ac.::cidr..:nUinddt:nt; 66 Date 0fBirth:-- Certificate Number:-- ~ ·-
·········-~"" mnl!ddi}'J'YY •. --·-, ---··~-·-

Degree of Hnjury Sent Occupied Seat Uclt Shoulder· Hamcss 

0None 0 Fatui tJ Len 0 Front 0 Unknown Used GZj Yes 0No Used 1ZJ Yes 0No 

0 Minor \lJ Unknown 0Right 0 Rear Avai!uh!e 0 Yes 0No Available 0 Yes 0No 

~Serious 0 Center D Single 
--· ·-··~-·· -·-···----- ----·· ····-· ~ 

l'ilot Ccrtificatc(s) (Check all that apply) 

D None 0 Studc11t 0 Recreational GlJ Commercial 0 Flight Engineer 0 Foreign 

D Privutc 0 Flight Instructor 0 Sport G2J t\1rlme Trnnsport 0 US. Military 
---· ··--

Prindpal Occupation J\·1cdicnl Certificate Medical Certificate Validity R>ate of Last Medical 

0Pilot [i'f None 0 Class 3 0 Withi)Ui limi\ations/waiYers 

IZJ Other 0 Class J Gf'Drivcr's License (Sport Pilot only) 0 With limitations/w;Jivers 

0 Unknown 0 Class 2 0 Unknovm 0 Unknown ttwv'dd):tYY 

·---···-··· 
Medical Certificate U ,imit::ttion:s 

---····- ·······-· -------·-- ~~~~~~"~·--

J\·1cdical Certificate \Vaivcrs 

1-~~~··""" 
, .. ----~---

~~ ·-----···· 
Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Air'c1·aft 

or Equivalent, Including 
05/30/2013 rVlakc: Cessna 

FAR 121/135 Checks: 
·-·~ 

Modd: C-172 mm/dd')y;:y ---·-------
Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) lnsto·uctor Rating(s) 

{Check all thar ttpplJ~ (Check all that app(v) (Check all tlwt appM (Check all!hal apply) 

0None 0Nonc 0None ~None rzJ lnstrwncnt Airplane 

~ ~ing_Je~Enginc !.and 0 Air:ship fl] /\irplanc 1\irplonc Sing!c"Enpinc ~ Tnstrumcntlldicoptcr 

0 Singlc~Engine Sea 0 l'r~~r: Balloon 0 Helicopter fZ]Airplunc Multi-Engine Hc!icQptcr 

~ Multicngine Lo.nd 0 Glider 0 Powered Lift D Ciyroplanc 0 Gilder 

D Multicnginc Sea 0 Gyrop!ane 0 Pt)\vered Lin 0 Sport 

fl) Helicopter 
0 Powered LIH 

-"·- ... ·--··· ........ ~-~-·~ 

Type Ratings Student Endor·scmcnt5 (lnc!ud~.: dates) 

-···----·-·· --
Flif!ht Time (enh'r appmpriwe 

Airpl:1ne Instrument 
All This Make Single Airplane Lighter 

number of hours in e:ucf~ bu~J Aircraft ~..;;Mudd .... }~~Fine Multi~<ngine Night Ach•al Simulated Rolorrraft Glide1· 1"h:1n Air ____ , 
-------

Total Time 5.667 54 3,127 2,223 687 406 68 263 0 0 

Pdot in Command (PI9 5,237 54 2,990 2,153 65 7 387 240 

-~~~-
·t--·-

Time as Instructor 
~ 

This Mo.ke!Modcl 

Last 90 Days 56 56 56 
--·····--- .. 

Last 30 Uays 54 54 54 
·---· ···-

Last 24 Hour> 3 3 3 
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PILOT "8" INFORMATION 
Pilot ''B" Responsibilities at the Time of Accidcnt!lncident 

D Pilot 0 Co-Pilot D Student Pilot 0 F1 ight InstructOr D Check Pl!ol D 1:1 ighi Engineer 0 Other Flight Crew 

Pilot ''B" ldcntification 

Fir.sl Name: City: ------ ----·--·---

Middle State: ZIP: --···-·-
Last Name: Country: 

Ago.; at time of Accident/Incident: Date of Birth; Certificate Number: 

Degree of l~ry 

§':
1

cntcr 

Seat lldt Shoulder Harness 

0 None 0 

§ Smglc 

Ill DYes ONo Used DYes 0No 

0 Minor 0 llnknnwo """"'' DYes 0No Available 0 Yes 0No 
0 Serious 

Pilot Certificatc-(s) (Check all that app!v) 

0 None 0 Student 0 Recreational D Comm.;>r<:i;ll D Flight Fnginccr 0 Foreign 

0 Private 0 Flight ! nstructor 0 Spmt 0 Airline Transpori 0 U.S_ Militarv 
---···--··-·-·-·· 

Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Oatc of (.ast Medical 

0Pilot 0 None 0 Cla'i:>3 D Without limilations/w<.tivcrs 

0 Other OCI<J:>sl 0 Driver'~ L1ccnse (Sport Pilot only) 0 With llllliWtions/wuivcrs 

0 Unknown 0 Class 2 0 Unknown 0 Unknown "")JJJ 

··-- -··· 
Medical O.':J"tificJ:ttc I .imitations 

-,-----------·-- -··· ---·-·-- ·-·-----·-·---
Medical Certificate Waiver.; 

--···-·-··---·-· ·--· ·--
Date of Last Flight Rc,·iew Flight H.cvicw A !reran 
or Eqoivnlcntt including 

Mal>l": FAR 121/135 Checks: .~~ ··-·-·························-·"' -·-··· .. -
mm/dd')'YYY Model: 

Airplnnc ltuting(s) Other Aircraft Rating:(s) Instrument Ruting(s) lnstrudor Rating(s) 

(Checli all thai a ppM (Check all that apply) (Check all that appl).) (Check a/It hal apply) 

0Nonc D None 0Nonc 0 None D Instrument Airplane 

D Single~Enginc Land 0 Airship 0 Atl]ll,nc 0 A.irplimC Single-Engine 0 lns\rumcnllll.':licvptcr 

0 Single-Engine Sea 0 Free Balloon 0 Helicopt~~r 0 Airplane Multi-Engine 0 lleltcopter 

0 Mnlticngine Land 0 Glider 0 Powered Lift 0 Gyrop!ane OGiiJcr 

0 Multicngmc Sea 0 Gyroplanc 0 Powered !.in 0 Spol1 
D 1·\elk~)ptcr 
0 Powcmd Lift ---.---··-··-----·· 

"fypc Ratings Student Endorsements (lnclud;; rlatesj 

····-·-··-··· .-·--· 
Flight Time (enl<!r appropriat•< 

Airplane lnstmment_~ 
All This Mal•c Single Ail:pl<uw Li2hter 

number of hours in each bo;<) Aircraft & Mmlcl ~~~gin~ Multicngine Night Actual ~imul:~te(l. iiQWrcl·aft Glider Th;n Air 
·---· ·-· --. 

Total Time 

Pilot in Com1~~nd (PIC) ··"- "" 

Time a~ Instructor 

This Make/Model 
·-··· 

Las\ 90 Days ···-·---····--· 
Last 30 Da:s::. 

~ .ast 2c1 Hours 

8 
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ADDITIONAL FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS (Exclusive of cabin attendants, complete the following information) 

Pilot Name and Address 
~.:.::.:._:.=c.:.;..;;,;c;:.;.:.=;:..=._~~-----------·-.... - .. -"----·-----1 Degree of injury 

0 None 0 Fatal 
0 Mino1 D Unknown 

0 Serious 

Pilot Certiticatc(s) (Check all that apply) Scat Occupied 
0 Lcll D Pront 
0 Right D Rear 
D C~ntcr 0 Slnule 

0 unknmvn 

D None q ~~~?L~nt L} ~{~~~cational 0 Comm(·rcial 
D Private [J rll!£m 0 ~)poH [I Airline "'ra'"ln"ns·.p·p"•O<>e"l' 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 

0 F(Jteign 

Accident/Incident Airtraft? 0 yes 0 No of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

~~~~~~-~~--=----~.:~~==~==~----~====2---==---~==~ 
Pilot Name and Address I>egrcc oflnjury 

First Name: c t D None 0 Fatui 
M. 

1
-ddlc lnitiai~·-· .. ·············--~~~~~-~ .. " 

1 y: ~--~~~-cc;-~~--· ~~~- 0 Minor 0 Unknown 
State:--~-- /JP ·--~~~ 0 Serious 

Last ~~:~~:_:7;::·==:::=::;::======·-··=···cc···cc----cc-::--===-.....::C::::o:;:u::_nl:Cry'-:·==========="·-=·-~-~-~~-~::---::--:C:----~~~-----I 
Pilot Cer·tificatc(s) (Check all that app~y) Scat Oct•upicd 

0 None 0 Student 0 Recreational 0 Commcrcm! D Flight Engineer D Foreign D L~.:fl 0 Front 

D Privutc 0 Fllght Instructor 0 Sport D Airline Transport 0 tJ_S_ Military D Right 0 Rear 

r:::-· 0 Center 0 Single 

:.~~~ied!~~~i~~~~~!;~i~~r:"f!;or 0 v~~ 0 No ~::~!s1~;:~:~·:~~;1cn:id1!1~t~rimc hrs 0 Unknown 
_,, _____ _ 

Pilot Name and Address JJegree of injury 

First Name:...,-----~~~--.~~~-.... -·-··----------
Middle tnitial· ___ _ 
Last Name· 

0 Nom:: D Fatal 
0 Minor D Unknown 
0 Serious 

i)ilot Ccrtificatc(s) (Check all thm app~y) Scat Occupied 

0 None D Stude-nt 0 Recrt.'ational 0 Commercial 0 Flight Engineer 0 !.ell 0 front 
0 Righi D Rc;:~r 

0 Foreign 

1-:0c:--r_'c..,iv;c:"..c"-:-.....,:O;=--r;-'l_,ig'-'h"l c.' "c."c."="';-·'"'-'--=O:......s.cpo='c.' ~~--"O=Ar"'::'',".c,_· 1.:~~~1spon D u.s. Military 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 
Accidcni/fncidcnt Aircraft'! 0 Yes D No of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

·-----1 D Center 0 Single 
0 Unknown 

PASSENGER($) I OTHER PERSONNEL (Include Ill gilt a\;tendants; contlnue on separate sheet If necessary) 

First Name: _____ ·····---------·~-~~--~-~~~--
Middle Initial:·---------··---·--
Last Narnc: 

f." irs! Nnmc: ·········--------------~----~···· -~~~--~
tvl!ddlc !nitinl: -~~-
Last Nurnc: 

First Name·-;--.. ·---~-~~~---... -~~--~ 
Middle InitiaL ___ _ 
l.u::;t NiiJriD 

First Name "C"~----~~~~--.. --~~~~
MidJie 
Last Name: 

First Name: 
Middle lnitHl~l·.--~~--~~-----~~~---

l,ast Name: 

Gir::>t Numc· ~--·--···· ·--~~---~~~~---··--·· 
Middle Initial:~~~-
Lu~t Name 

First Namc~.c-·--~~---~---- ............................ ____ _ 
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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Please type or print In ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order. including circumstances leading to and nature or acddcntfincidcnt. Describe terrain and include 

wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State time and point of departure. in1ended destination, and services obtained. 

Due to the near perfect weather conditions, I planned to do some touch~n~o landings before contrnuing on a VFR trip west bound., I conducted a thorough 

ex1erior and interior inspection using written checklists. The sky was clear with only very light wind, and due to the early hour of take~off (06:45am or so), their 

was no traffic. I proceeded to RN'NY 02 nnd did the fimd pre-takeoff check and did a 360 turn on tile pround to visually look for traffic. Seeing no traffic I 

taxied to the runway center line and applied full throttle, approximately 5000 rpm. The piane quickly accelerated through 47 mph staB speed and I held the 

plane to approximately 65-70 mph before lift~off and heading toward 80 mph, my preferred clirnb speed. Immediately upon rotation the canopy opened 

about 3" or so, as me8sured from tile rear honzontal edge of the canopy and the top of the cockpit aro<:1 of the fusolage. Having used Jess than 1000' of tho 

runway, I invnediately set up to land. I had already accelerated to 80 rnph, but was only 50~100' AGL I simultaneously reduce the power, reduced back 

pressure on the stick ond leveled tho angle of attach, but as l did, the canopy opened into a full vertical position and the nose went downward_ I tried to stop 

the nosing over with applied back pressure on the stick b~1t 1 was tao dose to the grcnmd to completely arrest the descent. I managed to !and witll the 

fuselage and tlie wings level. I had llttle flair and the impact caused the landing gea1 to collapse into the wings and engfne cowling. The aircraft underside 

received serious damage due to the landing gear collapsing into the wings and engine cowling. Tile engine condition is unknown due to prop strike. 

~--------------------------------------------------------------~ 
RECOMMENDATION {How could this accidenUincidont have been prevented?) 

Operator/Owner Safety Recommendation 

T!1e accident woultj no! of occurred had tho C<.lnopy not opened in flight. 

By whatever means, it is obvious that the canopy became unlatched The canopy latc;h is de:;;igned to provi(Je secure latching by the use of pressure of the 

18tch arrn (mounted to the canopy frame) ag.;Jinst the lat::::h slot (fixed to the aircraft). It requires the pilot to turn approximately 90 degrees to the right to apply 

pressure to the latch handle and visually see the proper alignment of the !atch arm and the latch slot. The design also, unintentionally, allows the I<Jtch ann to 

be miss-guided to a position under the fixed latch mechJnism and slot. The bottom edge of the latch body has a tapered edge that the latch orn~ cen 

inadvertently ride upon, allowing the latch handle to have sirnilar resistance pressure as when properly latched and a 90 degree handle postuon as when 

properly latched, although not properly resting in the latching slot. 

The presenl design has provided latching service for many years. The following items could be con&idel'ed in modificatl'on of tho latch body. ( 1) Remove tho 

tapered botlom edge and use a blunt design or reverse the existing taper, llelplng a!ign the arm with the slot instead of guiding it under the latch body as it 

currently does~ (2) Provide a small vertical tip at tile IJottom o1' 1!'1e entrf.mce to the 1a1.c11ing slot. Tl1i~ wo\lld req•;irc (] olight up rxG~~urc, or tippicg of the li:itch 

hondle, to r8lease the latch. This would prevent any inadvertent diseng0gement of the latch and would also give the pilot a rnanual tee\ of correct latching 

(3) As an added precaution, it would be a great feoture 'f there was z; caution l'lght on the panel idenlifying an unlatched canopy. This would be similar to the 

existing light fnr improper wing pin installation_ 

In no way do I imply a poor design. The Van's tenm provide a good product th0t I would recommend and buy ago in if I have a chance. I also know that the 

smallest changes for an individual's plane becomes a hJge and expensive process as a manufacturer. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Please type or print in ink) 

Usc this space if additional space is needed fOr any answers. 

06117/2013 

Signature:-~-~----------~ 
__ , _____ .,.,,_,,,_~_ 

Type or Print Nume: ---·-____ ·-------
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