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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
PILOT/OPERATOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT
This form to be used for reporting civil and public use aircraft accidents and incidents

BASIC INFORMATION

Accident/Incident Location Date/Time
Neasest City/Place._Chadron State: NE Date: | 06/11/2013 Locat Time: 08:45 am
71 68337 Country: USA i/ ddyyyy
i 41 98N ; Time Zone: BT
Latitude: = ¢ - {dd:mm:ss N/S) Longitude: 97 44W {ddd:mm:ss E/W) -
Phase of Operation Collision with Other Aircraft Altitude of In-Flight
[ standing  [£] TakeofF{incl. initial climb) L] Cruise [[J Hover {1 Midair Oceurrence
O Taxi M Climb 1 Mancuvering [T} Other [} On-ground
[ Deseent [ Landing 3 Approach [[] Unknown None ft MSL
AIRCRAFT INFORMATION
Manufacturer: Vans Kit Max Gross Weight: 1,320 Ibs
Model: RV12 Weicht at Time of Accident/Incident: 1,153 tbs

Serial Mumber: 120226

Registration Number: ME66BE

Amateur-built: [ Yes [] No

-ar-

Location of Center of Gravity at Time of Accident/Incident:

93 inches fram EI nose or [/ datum
Percent Mean Aerodynamic Cord (7% MAC)

Category of Aircraft

Type of Alrworthiness Certificate
(Check all that apply)

% Alrplane
= Balloon Standard
Blimp/Dirigible
Ol Gider L3 Norml
J uiitity

O Gyroeralt
[2] Helicopter
[ Powered tift
[ Ultralight
1 Unknown

[J Acrobatic
[ fransport

Special

3 Restricted

[ Limited

[ Provisiona!
Experimental
[] Special Fight
LA Light Sport

Number of Seats:

it'Large Aircrafl, how many scats for

Flight Crew:
Cabin Crew:

Passengers:

2 Landing Gear J Retractable

Check any additional landing gear
configuration that applies:

1 Tricycle {71 Tailwheel

[ Amphibian [ nigh Skid

) Emergency Float [ sxid
e (7] Float [ ski

[ tult

[ Unknown

[ ski/Wheel

Type of Mairtenance Program

@ Anmual
[] Conditional (Amateur-buil
[.] Manufacturer’s Inspection

] Other Approved Inspection Program (AAH)

] Continuous Airworthiness
[ Other, specify:

tonly)
Program

[J 100 Hour
[ aare

LA Annual

Last Inspection Type

[ Continuous Airworthiness
[ Condittonal Inspection
[T} Unknown

08/03/2013
nunfddiyyyy

Date Last Inspection:

Adrframe Total Time: 54 hrs
hours measured at  (check one)

[7] Last Inspection Z] Time of Accident/Incident

IFR Equipped
Myes No

[:} Unknown

i Yes

Stalf Warning System Installed
[INe

[] Unknown

Type of Fire Extinguishing System
] None
O Specily

Ei. T Instafied

Bl ves [[IwNo

ELT Activated

Yes [ 1No

ELT Aided in Locating Accident/Incident

ELT Manufacturer: Could not read this info after accident.

Model/Series: NS is a2 new unit and has new batteries.

Serial Number: Unit was turned off by pilof after exiting plane.

[JYes [ANeo

Battery Type:

Battery Exp. Date:

Engine Type
[7] Reciprocating
[] Turbo Shait
[3 Turbo Prop

J Tusbo Jet
] Turbo Fan
[ tnkrown

System Type
3 Carburetor
Fuel Injected

Reciprocating Fucl

] Fixed Piteh
Controllable Pitch

Propeller

Manufacturer: YVarp Drive
Maodel 3-Blade Ground Adjustable

Engince Rated
Power Measured Time Time
Dixte as _{eheck one) Teotal Since Since
Engine Manufacturer’s of Mg, @ Horsepower or | Time Inspection | Overhaul
fngine | Engine Manufacturer Model/Series Serial Number o debype | ] Tbs of Thrust {hours) | (hours) {hours)

Ing | [vikng 170 THMGESGAGAACOEEZE8 2013 110 54 54 54
Eng. 2
Eng. 3
Ing. 4
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OWNER/QPERATOR INFORMATION

Registered Aircraft Owner

MName: Wiliam G. Earl

Fractional Ownership Aircrafi:

[ ves [ZinNo

Owner Address
Jacksanviile
ZIP: 97530

City:
State: OR
Country: USA

Operator of Alreraft

Name:

[;ﬂ Same As Regisiered Owner

Doing Business As;

Air Carrier/Opcrator Designator (4 Character Code):

Operator Address [} Sume As Registerod Owner

City:
State: AL
Country:

Regulation Flight Conducted Under

EF] FAR 91 O rAR 129
[ raRr 103 (I FAR 133
[drar 121 CIRFAR 135
[T FarR 125 T FAR 137

[T FAR 91 Speciaf Flight

[ Non-US, Commercial

[[J Nen-US, Non-commercial
[1 Armed Forces

[ public Use (select type)
(1 Federat [ State [] Local
7} Unknown

Revenue Sightsceing Flight

i1Ves L4 No
Air Medical Flight
[Jves i1 No

Purposc of Flight
for FAR 91, 103, 133, 137 (Sclect one)

[/} Personal

7] Business

1 Executive/Corporate
1 Other Work Use
[} nstructional

[ Ferry

[ Positioning

[} Aeriat Apptication
[} Aerial Observation
{1 Air Drop

3 Air Race / Show
] Flight Test

O Public Use

[J Unknown

Revenue Operation

for FAR 121, 125,129,135 (Seleci one)

[ Scheduled or Commuter
[J Non-Scheduled or Air Taxi

Promestic or Tnternational

] Domestic [ mternational

Cargo Operation

[ Passenger/Cargo

] Passenger How many?
Elcarge ibs

£ Mait

Type of Commercial Operating Certificate Held
(Check all that apply)

[l None
I_] Fiag Carrier Operating Certtficate (121)
[ supplemental
[ Air Cargo
[ roreign Air Carriess (129)
1 Commuter Air Casrier {135)
[ On-Demand Air Taxi (135)
{] Large Helicopter (127)
1 Rotorcraft Externa Load {133)
Sar-

1 Agrieubtural Aireraft (137)

] Other Operator of Large Aircraft

OTHER AIRCRAFT — COLLISION ¢t air or ground collision cccurred, complete this section for other aircraft)

Adreraft Registration Number | Manuofacturer: E‘;‘m“gc te Othcré}ircraﬂ
. Deestroyed Mimnor
NIA Model: ] Substantial [} None

Registered Owner of Other Aircraft

Firsl Name: City:

Middle Initial: State: 71p:
Last Name: Country:

Pitot of Other Aircraft

First Name: City:

Middle Initial: State: ZIP:
Last Name: Country:

MECHANICAL MALFUNCTIONIFAILURE (f more space is needed, continue on separate sheet)

Was there Mechanical Malfunction/Faiture?
{If pus. list the name of the part, manufacturer, part no.. serial no.. and describe the failure.)

T3ves [INo [ Unknown

Total Time/Cycles
On Part

Hours

Cycles

Time Since This Part

Inspected/Overhauled

Houry

DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY

Alfrgraft Damage

Atreraft Fire

Atreraft Explosion

[ None Substantiz! ] None [ Both Ground and In-Flight [# None [ Both Ground and In-Flight
[ Minor [T Destrayed {1 in-Flight {1 Unknown Origin [J in-Flight [ Unknown Origin
] on-Ground O On-Ground
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Description of Damage te Aireraft and Other Property fuse additional sheet if necessary)

The airplane landed with the fuselage and the wings level.

f had little fair and the impact caused the landing gear fo collapse into the winge and engine

cowling. The aireraft underside received sericus damage due fo the landing gear collapsing info the wings and engine cowling. The engine condition is

unknown due fo a prop blade strike.

AIRPORT INFORMATION (i the accident/incident occurred on approach, takeoff or within 3 miles of an airport, complete this section)

Atrport Identificr: CBR
Airport Name: Ghadron Municipa!

Proximity to Airport [} OIY Airport/Airstrip 7] On Airport [] On Airstrip

SM
degrees MAG
3,297 f1, MSL

Distance From Airport Center:

Direction From Ailrport:

Airport Elevation:

Approach Segment (Select one)

3 On [nstrument Approach {1 Landing {1 Base leg ] Final ™ Go Around

1 Crosswind O Downwind ] LLow Approach 1 Aborted Landing (after ouchdown}

EFR Approach (Check all that apply) YR Approach (Check all that apply)

[ None [ PAR T MLS ] Practice ] None [ Stop and Go

[ ADF/NDB [ Sidestep dLba [Jars 7] TrafTic Pattern [l Touch and Go

T soF ins O asr [ Loran [ Straight-1n [T Simulated Foreed Landing

] VOR/TYOR [7] Localizes Qoiy 1 Visual 1 Unknown ] valley/Terrain Following 3 roreed Landing

O VOR/DOME 7] LOC-hack course i Contact 1 Go Arcund Ei Precautionary Landing,

I TACAN [T RNAV [ Circling [ 1Fall Step [] Unknown

Ronway Information Condition of Runway/Landing Surface (Check alf that apply)

Runway 1D; 02 (L/R/C) Length 5,998 fi widih: 100 i | 1D [ Snow-Compacied  [] Water-Calm

{1 Holes [] Srow-Crusled 1 water-Choppy

Runway/Landing Surface (Check all that apply} [_] Tee Covered [ Snow-Dry ] wWater-Glassy

[3 Asphalt 3 Grass/Turf [ Macadam 3 water [ Rough _ [ Snow-Wet [ wet

£} Concrete [ Gravel [ Metai/Wood [[] Unkoown 1 Rubber Deposits [ Soft [ Unknown

[] Dirt O tee 3 8now ] Slush Covered ] vegetation

FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORNATION

Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed

Adrport iD; COR — e 06:45 amm Airport ID:_ CDR Nﬂﬂc % VIR/ATR
- Ch f e MU e . Company VIR IR

City: Chadro ) City: Chadron M Military VFR ] Unknown

State: NE Time Zone: CBT I State: NE CIviR

Country: USA Country: USA Activated? [JYes [INo

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply)

7] None [7] Speciai VER [ Special IFR [C] VER Flight Following [ Cruise

[71vER CliFR ] VER On Top [ Trattic Advisory [ Unknown / NA

Airspace where the accident/incident occu vred (Check all that apply)

O Class A A1 Class o [[] Prohibited Area 71 Jet Training Area 3 Special

[OCiass B [ Class G [ Restricted Arca [ 1rsA {73 Air Traffic Control Area

[dClass C [ Demo Area ] military Operations Arca (MOA) [ FAR 93 [3 Unknown

M Class D [ waming Area {71 Airport Advisory Area

Aireraft Load Description  (Check all that apply)

@ None ] Towing Glider I3 Parachutists [J Livestock

{1 Passengers [ Towing Banner [[J water [} Unknown

s
] sp4

[ Other, specily

[ cargo ] Other External [ Chemical/Fertitizer/Seeds
FUEL & SERVICES INFORMATION
Fuel on Board at East Takeoff Fuel Type
(convert from pounds. as necessary) 80/87 [ 1157145
19 . _ % 100 Low Lead CletA
Gallons 0 100/130 3 Automotive

J1es

Other Services, if Any, Prior to Departure
None
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EVACUATION OF AIRCRAFT

Was an emergency evacuation of the aireraft performed?

M ves 1Ne

The canopy was already in the full open position and |, the pilot, stepped out as usuak

Method of Exit — Describe how the occupants exited and how mangy occupants evacuated cach location

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENT/INCIDENT SITE

Weather Observation Facility Souree of Weather Information Method of Briefing
Facility ID: (Check all thar apply) (Check all that appty)

T National Wealher Service [7] Company ] In Person
Observation Fime: - ] Flight Service Station {3 Military [ teletype
Time Zone: TV/Radio [.A Internet 2} Telephone/Computer

) i e L7 Automated Report ] Unknown 3 Aircraft Radio
Distance from Accident Site: - NM ] Commercia Weather Service (DUATS) ] TVv/Radio
Direction from Accident Site: degrees MAG [C] Unknown
Bricfing Type/Completeness Light Condition Visihility
[ Fult ] Abbreviated ] pawn 3 Dusk ] Dark Night
(] Partial / Limited By Pilot (-] tnknown 1 Day [ Night 1 Rright Night 10 miles
7 Partial / Limited By Bricfer kA Not Pertinent [ Not Reported
Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Restriction to Visibility (Cheek atl that apply)
L Clear [} Thin Broken [ Mone (clear) [ Obseured 71 Mone [l Fog
[ Few [J Thin Overcast 7] Broken [ Indefinite {7 Blowing Dust [ Ground Fog
[} partial Obscuration [ unknow ] Overcast 1 Unknown ] Blowing Sand I Haze
[ Scattered [ Blowing Snow {3 lce Fog
s S - - 7] Blowing Spray M smoke
Lowest Cloud Condition Teight Ceiling Height ] Dust ] Unknown
ft AGL t AGL
Wind Dircction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Type of Turbulence (Check all that apply)
[ indicated: Velocity: KTS Veloeity:  KTS [Z] None (] 1n Clouds
 degrees MAG o1~ [ Clear Air 1 Vieinity of Thunderstorm
[ Calm ] Gusting Severity of Turbulence
Variable [Z Light and Variable €] Not Gusting ] Exteme [J Moderate 3 Light
[ Severe 1 Maderate Chop

None pertinent to this flight.

NOTAMSs (D, L and FDC), AIRMETs, SEGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the accident/incident

Temperature; {0
or _ 65 ()
Alfimeter Setting: ___ in. HG
ar MB
Density Altitude: fl
Bew Point: O
o . (F}

fcing Forecast Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply)
Amount Type m None 1 Drizzle

@ None [C] Mederate [ Rime [ Rain [ 1ce Pellets

] Trace [] Severe £ Clear 7] Snow [ Snow Peliets

[ tight ] Mixed T Hait 3 Snow Grains

71 Rain Showers [[] 1ee Crystals

icing Actual ] Freezing Rain {1 ice Pellets Shower
Amount Type 3 Snow Shower O Freezing Drizzie

] riane M Moderate 7] rRime

[] Trace ] Severe Cl Clear Intensity of Precipitation

7 Light [ Mixed

[ Light [ Moderate [ Heavy
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PILOT “A” INFORMATION

pilot “A” Responsibilities at the Time of Accident/Incident

A ritot  Co-Pilet [l Student Pitot [ Flight Tnstructor ] Cheek Pitot [ Flight Enginecr [] Other Flight Crew

Pilot “A™ Fdentification

ciry: | GG - ccsonvile
State: OR Z1p: 97530
Country; LSA

B8 Dale of Birth: _! Certificate Number: !

First Name: Yilllam
Middle Initial: <
1.ast Name: =afl

Age at time of Accident/Incident:

mn/ddiyyyy
Pegree of Enjury Seat Occupied Seat Belt Shoulder Harness
[l None {_] Fatal | Left [ Front [ Unknown Used Aves [ne Used Flyes [INo
[ Minor 7] Unknown L] Right [} Rear Available  []Yes [INe avaiable  [1Yes [INo
[ Serious ] Center 1 single
Pitot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply)
[1 None [ Student ["] Recreational @ Commercial 1 Flight Engineer ] Toreign
[ private [ Flight Instructor [J Sport Airtine Transport 3 US. Military
Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medieal
] Pitat # Nore FlClass 3 [ without limitaticnsfwaivers
) Other [[] Class | & Driver's License (Sport Pilot only) | [J With limitations/waivers e
[ tJaknown £ Class 2 [7] Unknown J Unknown Ay

Medical Certifieate Limitations

Medical Certificate Waivers

Date of Last Flight Review
or Eqaivalent, Including
FAR £21/135 Checks:

Flight Review Adrerafi

05/30/2043 Make: Cesgna
mnidd/yyyy Model: C-172

Airplane Rating(s)
(Check all that apply)

D None
Single-Engine Land
7] single-Engine Sea
Multiengine Land
[7J Multiengine Sca

Other Aireraft Rating(s)
(Check all that apply)

{ 1 None

3 Airship

[ Free Balloon
[ Grider

{71 Gyroplane
] Helicopter
71 Pawered Lift

Instrument Rating(s)
(Check all that apply)

1 Nene

71 Airplane

[ Helicopter

] Powered Lift

Instructor Rating(s)
(Check afl that apply}
None
Aarplane Singie-Enginc
2] Airplane Multi-Engine
7] Gyroplane
] Powered List

ﬁ Instrument Airplane
Instrument Hehicopter

% IHelicopter

[ Glider

3 sport

Fype Ratings

Student Endorsements (Include dates)

Flight Time (enter appropriote All ‘This Make A;z::l:c Airplane Instrument Lighter
number of howrs in each box) Aircraft & Model ingine Multiengine Might Actual | Simulated | Roforcraflt Glider Than Air
Total Time 5,667 54 3,127 2,223 687 406 68 263 0 0
Pilot in Command (PIC) 5,237 54 2,890 2,153 657 387 240

Time as Instructor 2,030 0

This Make/Madel

Last 90 Days 56 56 38

Last 30 Days G4 54 54

Last 24 Hours 3 3 3
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PILOT “B” INFORMATION

Pilot “B" Responsibifitics at the Time of Accident/Incident
O rilot  [] Co-pilot [] Studem Pilot  [] Flight Instructor ] Check Pilat [ Flight Engineer [7) Othier Flight Crew

Pilot “B” Identification

Firsi Name: City:
Middle Initial: State; Z1P:
Last Name: Country:
Age al time of Accident/Incident: Date of Birth: Certificatc Number:
/el vyyy
Degree of Injury Seat Gecupied Seat Belt Shoulder Harness
O None ] ratat || Left 3 Front [7J Unknown Used [Oves [ne Used [yes [no
O Minor [ Unknown [ Right [ Rear Available [ ]Yves [INo Avaflable  [JYes [INo
[} Serious [ Center [ Single
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply)
[ None [ student ] Recreational ™ commercial [ Flight Engineer O Forcign
[ private [C] ¥ight Instructor [] sport 1 Airline Transport [J11.8. Military
Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical
1 Pilot [_] None McClags 3 [ Without limitations/waivers
] Other [[]Class 1 [ Driver’s License {Sport Pilot only) [ with limitations/waivers
[ Unknown [[] Class 2 [ Unknown O unknown muvddyyyy

Medicat Certificate Limitations

Medical Certificate Waivers

Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aireraft
or Equivalent, Including
FAR 121/135 Checks: Make:
nrmdded vy Model:
Airplance Rating(s) Other Afreraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s)
(Check all that apply) {Check all that applvi (Check all that apply) {Check afl that apply)
] None {1 None M None 1 None [ Insirument Airplanc

[ $ingle-Engine Land {1 airship ] Airplane 3 Airplanc Single-Engine [ tnstrument Heloopter
[ Single-Engine Sea [T Free Baioon ] Helicopter O Airplane Multi-Engine [] telicopter
[J Multiengine Land [ Glider ] Powered Lift [ Gyroplane [ Gidier
[] Multicnging Sea O Gyroplane [ Powered Lift [ Sport
[L] Helicopter
[ powered Lift

Type Ratings Student Endorsements (Inciude dates)

. i . Airplane Instrument

Flight Time (enter appropriate All This Make Single Airplane nE Lighter
nunther of hours in each box) Alrcraft & Model Engine Multiengine Night Actual Simulated | Rotorcraft Giider Than Air
Total Time

Pilot in Command {PIC)

Time us Instructor
This Make/Model
Last 90 Days

Last 30 Days

Last 24 Hours
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ADDITIONAL FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS

{Exclusive of cabin attendants, complete the following information)

Pilot Nanre and Address

Degree of Injury

First Name: City- O Ngnc_ [ Fatal
Middie Initial: State: 7P E Minor [ unknown
Last Name: Country: Serious

Pilet Certifieate(s} (Checl all that apply} Seat Oceupied

[] None [] Student [ Reereational ] Commercial [_] Flight Engineer 7] Forcign idiefl [ Front

[] private [ Flight Instructor [} Sport ] Airline Transport [Ju.s. Mititary 3 Right [ Rear
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time [J Center g fjl:aiw
Accident/Incident Aireraft? Oves [Ino of this Accident/Incident: hrs m

Pilot Name and Address

First Name:

City:

Middle Imtial
Last Name:

State:

Country:

[ Nene
1 Minor
i1 Serious

Degree of Injury

{1 Fatal
[ Unknown

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply)

T None [ Student ] Recreational [] Commereiat 7 Klight Engineer [ Foreign | Lk':ﬁ
] Privaie 3 Flight Instructor [ Sport [ Airline Transport T1uU.S Military [ Right
Type Rating/Eadorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time [ Conter
Accident/Encident Ajreraft? Oves [dNe of this Accident/Incident: hrs

Scat Occupicd

{1 rromt

[ Rear

[ single
7 Unknown

Ptot Name and Address

Degree of Injury

First Name: City: - % T,:j‘gne E[ Em;l i
Middle Tnitial: ____ State: 7P []; tor. nKnown
i.ast Name: Country: erious

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Seat Gecupied

L] None I Student [ Recreational  [] Commercial [ Flight Engineer T Foreign Clien [ Front

I private [ Flight Instructor 3 Sport -1 Airline Transport [ .8 Military [ Right ] Rear
Type Rating/Endorsement for Totai Flight Time at the Time L Center % *;’I‘“E'C
Accident/Incident Ajrcraft? [Mves [Ino of this Accident/Incident: hirs STKROWN

PASSENGER(S) / OTHER PERSONNEL (nclude flight attendants; continue on separate sheet if necessary)

1 £ E

5 E g g ;‘).hin ; ]
Name and Address $ 10 7Fx 2 70 2@ G228 A W
First Name: City:
Middte Initial: _ State: ZIP: Oooooooon [
Last Name: Country: T—
First Name: City:
Midgle Initial: State: 7, coooOophoonod
Last Namc: Country: I
First Name: Cry:
Middie inital: State: 7 gooaooOo@moodnad
Last Name: Country: :
Jirst Name: Cily:
Middie Initial: State. Al gooogooconad
Lust Name: Country: B
FFirst Name: City:
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: oooooyiaoan
Last Name: Couniry: I
First Name: City:
Middle Initial: State: . cooonoooon
Last Name: Country: —
First Name: o Clity:
Middie Initial: Seate: ) - ooooOo@moood
Last Name: Country: I
First Name: _ Cigy
Middle Initial” State: Zip: ooooOooooon
Last Name: Country: R
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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Please type or print in ink)

Describe what oceurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident. Describe torrain and include
wreckage distribution sketch il pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State time and point of departure, intended destination, and services obtained.

Due to the near perfect weather conditions, | planned to do some toush-n-go landings before continuing on a VR tip west bound., | conducted a thorough
exlerior and interior inspection using written checklists, The sky was clear with only very light wind, and due to the early hour of take-off {06:45am or so), their
was no treffic. | procesded to RNWY 02 and did the final pre-takeoft check and did a 360 tum on the ground 1o visually look for traffic. Seeing no traffic |
taxied to the rurway center line and applied full throtile, approximately 5000 rpm.  The plane quickly accelerated through 47 mph stall speed and | held the
plane to approximately 85-70 mph before ift-off and heading toward 80 mph, my preferred climb speed. trmmediately upon rotation the canopy openad
about 3" or s, as measured from the rear horizontal edge of the canopy and the top of the cockpit area of the fuselage. Having used less than 1000 of the
runway, | immediately set up to land. | had already acceleratad to 80 mph, but was only 50-100" AGL. ! simultaneously reduce the power, reduced back
pressure on the stick and leveled the angle of attach, but as | did, the canopy opaned info a full vertical position and the nose went downward, | tried to stop
the nosing over with applied back pressure on the stick but | was too close o the ground to completely arrest the descent. | managed to land with the
fuselage and the wings lavel. | had litle flair and the impact caused the landing gear to collapse into the wings and engine cowling. The airoraft underside
received serious damage due fo the landing gear collapsing into the wings and engine cowling. The engine condition Is unknown due o prop strike.

RECOMMENDATION (How could this accidentfincident have been prevented?)

Operator/Owner Safety Recommendation

The accident would not of occurred had the canopy not opened in flight.

By whalever means, i is obvious that the canopy becams unlatched. The canopy latch Is designed to provide secure latching by the use of pressure of the
latch arm {mounted to the canopy frame) against the latch siot (fixed to the aircradt). it requires the pilot to tum approximately 90 degrees to the right to apply
pressure to the latch handle and visually see the proper alignment of the latch arm and the latch slol. The design alse, umintentionatly, allows the latch arm to
be miss-guided to a position under the fixed lalch mechanism and slot. The botlom edge of the latch body has a tapered edge that the lateh arm can

inadvertently ride upon, allowing the latch handle to have similar resistance pressure as when properly fatchad and a 90 degree handle position as when
properly laiched, although not properly resting in the latching slot.

The present design has provided iatching service for many years. The following tems could be considered in modification of the latch body. (1) Remove the
tapered botiom edge and use a blunt design or reverse the existing taper, helping align the arm with the slot, instead of guiding it under the falch body as it
currently does. {2) Provids a small vertical tip at the bottom of the entrance o e latching slot. This would reguire a stight up pressure, or tipping of the latch
handie, to release the latch. This waould prevent any inadverent disengagement of the latch ana would also give the pilot & manual feel of correct latching.
(3} As an added precaution, it would be a great feature if there was a caution light on the panel identifying an unlatched canopy, This would be similar to the
existing light for improper wing pin installation.

In no way do | imply a poor design. The Van's team provide a good product that [ would recommend and buy again if | have a chance. | also know that the
smallest changes for an individual's plane becomes & huge and expensive process as a manufacturer.

10
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Please type ar print in ink)

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers.

Date of this Report | Signature awtcr
06811772013 Signature: .

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABQVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE

mmiddivyyy Type or Print Name: Wiliam G. Eadl
Signature and Name of Person Filing Report if Other than Pilot/Operator
Signature:
Type or Print Name;
Title:

FOR NTSB USE ONLY

NTSB Accident/Incident No. Revicwed bNN”fSB Regional Office
CENL13CA34( CEN-TX

Name of Investigator

Leah Yeager

Date Report Received

6/19/2013
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