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To: Mr. David Roakes
Federal Aviation Administration

From: John M. O'Donnell. M.D.

Weston, MA 02493

Dear Mr, Roakes,

DAt your request I will attempt to recreate the events that occurred
on the evening of May 31, 2011.

QU After preparing a flight plan, obtaining weather information,
pre-flighting N709PR and having a detailed discussion with my
instructor, I took off from Sanford Airport (KSFM) on my solo
cross country flight. The plan was to fly to Concord Airport
(KCON) for a stop and go, continue on to Dillant Hopkins (KEEN)
for a second stop and go and then return to Sanford Airport. The
estimated time in route was one hour, fifty-two minutes, the
airplane was full of fuel (17.2 gallons usable) and my endurance
was 3.5 hours, I listened to Concord ASOS for weather and
altimeter information and then switched to KCON CTAF. AsI
approached KCON, I became concerned about the amount of
traffic and decided not to land but instead, to go on to KEEN.
After an uneventful landing at KEEN, I began the third leg of my
flight back to Sanford. While passing Mt. Monadnock, it occurred
to me that if T failed to make three landings, the flight might not
qualify as a cross-countty solo. I decided to fly back to KCON to
land and then go on home to Sanford. AsI flew to KCONI
listened to the AWOS and based on the wind, I decided to do a
midfield cross wind approach for runway 17. I announced my
intentions twice as I approached the airfield and on the crosswind
leg at 1300 feet. I turned onto a left downwind, announced my
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position and when I passed the runway numbsers, I turned on my
full pump and carburetor heat, cut my engine speed and added 15
degrees of flaps. I turned on base, announced my position and then
announced my position as I turned on final. I checked my
approach speed, confirmed a proper glide path with the PAPI, lined
up my approach with the centerline of the runway and chose an
aim point. During the descent I felt that there was a right
quartering headwind, which required me to crab the plane slightly
in order to keep it on the runway centerline.

When I was approximately 30 yards from my aim point, I checked
my airspeed, leveled the plane and shottly thereafter, I began the
flare. At this point, my recall is poor, I am not sure if the plane
began to drift to the left or if T touch downed first, rose from the
runway and then began to drift. I do know that I felt that I could
make a more controlled landing if I went around so I gave the
~ plane full throttle expecting it to fly straight with a plan to retract
the flaps after gaining speed and establishing a climb attitude.
Instead of flying straight, the plane did not seem to have the power
I expected and began to turn to the left. Despite what I thought to
be the proper corrections, the plane continued to turn steep left. I
- remember feeling a tremendous force on my chest and the next
thing I remember was my inability to see and hearing what I
thought was the fuel pump. I tried to find the switch but was
unable. Idid not smell gas but I decided to try and exit the plane.

[ found the seat/shoulder belt release and eventually got it to open.

I fell to the ground on my back and then realized that I had been
upside down. I used my legs to push myself in a direction that I
thought was away from the plane while remaining on my back.
When I heard people yelling, I stopped moving, I remember being
placed in a collar, put on a hard board and being transported.

I feel that I followed a very standard landing procedure and so I
really do not know why this accident occurred. [ feel thatIam a
competent student pilot and that based on my discussions with and
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observations of other pilots, I believe that I have received an
excellent general aviation education and piloting instruction from

Southern Maine Aviation.

If any further information is necessary regarding this incident,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

With warmest regards,

John M. O'Donriell, M.D,
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