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Narative of accident involving N6117R, on 08/25/2009:

- The flight originally departed KC i :
flight instructor training for Akil?o Gittens.DXg : tglglpég:g?;atgyv&g{ Z?fw’g;é ?irr‘noesi/r? Er.rllza?(gg Wgh th: | ontion of conducling

A on. When | came o ! and model, Mrs. Gittens performe
level, which she stated was approximatgltytg%az;zgl:g Zns ?ﬁevzaissiglf roggmatc;ly TR e e regaf',ding thei“
pitch of the propeller, | told her | would add pstek. S mceg e C172-RG uses engine oil to regulate the

| i \ | add a quart before we left, which | did. As the Chief Fliight Instructor, | check the oil

level of eagh alrcrgﬂ every morning prior to dispatching any of them, so | already knew what the level was. I' alsways ask !
studgnts this question to make sure they checked, and propperly interperate the indicated level. The oil level had been
holding @ 6 quarts for the last few days, but since Akiko and | had fiown 2.7 hours (Hobbs time) the day before, | was not
suprised it had dropped slightly. ’

The engine run-up, and systems checks yielded no results which would cause any concern. Oil pressure, magneto
checks, fuel pressure/pump indications were all normal.

After deparling KCDW, we procedad north towards the practice area, Approximately 12 miles north of KCDW,
we started a climb from 2,500’ MSL, to 3,500' MSL. As we approached 4N1, | prepared the ajrplane for a simulated engine
failure. Lights: check on, Carb heat: an, Cowl flaps: closed, Mixdure: full rich, Prop: high RPM, Fuel pressure: green,
Power; to Idie, and calied "Engine out". After a sucessful landing on runway 24 @ 4N1, | made a radio call on the CTAF
that we would be departing runway 8, since there was no wind to speak of,

We proceded out to the practice area, were we continued to review the maneuvers we had planned to work on.

Approximately one hour after departing 4N1, through performing maneuvers, clearing turns, etc we wound up
south of Lake Hapatcong.| had just finished demonstraling an elevator stall, and as part of ihe recovery
retracted the landing gear. When we lowered the gear again for Akiko 1o perform the same stall, | noticed the front half
of the left main wheel was wet. | asked Akiko if her wheel was also wet, and she stated that it was. Being in the left seat
| could not see to what extent.We stopped focusing on maneuvers at that point, and tried to determine the nature of the
moisture on the wheel. My first inclination was that it ws hydraulic fluid, since we had just lowered the gear. { knew it was
nol waler, because | could see nippies in the fluid, indicating that it was more viscuss than water. However, since it
was on a black tire, | could not determine the color of the fluid. | told Akiko that we should suspend the lesson, and
since we had the gear down, and locked, we should keep it down and head back to KCDW to have the mechanics
check it out before continuing. As we made our way back to KCDW 1 continued 1o try o determine the nature of the
fluid, including removing my headset, and sticking my head out the window slightly, to see if [ could locate the source.
Just after | closed my window, | noticed the oll pressure was approaching the RED line. At this point we were approximately
one or twa nautical miles southeast of Lake Hopatcong. Once 1 realized that the problem was more serious, | assumed control
of the aircraft, put the landing gear up 1o improve performance, and made the most direct course for KCDW that would still keep
us in power off range of route 80. | tried twice to contact New York approach for a clearence into the Bravo airspace, and to
have someone keep an eye on us. | got no response either time, though | could hear the communicating with other
aircraft. | had not declared an emergency as of yet, There were clouds over head at approximately 4,000 MSL, and since |
did not want to sacrifice ground speed for the climb, | chose to contact the tawer at KCDW, and aprise them of our
sittuation, and that we were comming in, and keeping ourselves over raute 80. The controller recomended runway 10
since it was the most direct from our position, | agreed and told him that would be our goal. Approximately 2 minutes later,
we were approximately 1NM east of the Rockaway Towne Center Mall, the engine, which haq shown no other sign
of running rough to that point, ground o a halt, with the propelier stopping with the engine. | issued a "MAYDAY" aver the
tower frequency, since they were already aware of our sittuation. Established best glide, and after a very brief look at the
area we were over, | turned towards the mall, and stated my intentions to the tower. Due to the nature of the failure
being oil related, and the way that it stopped, | did not attempt a re-start. instead, | focused on securing the engine as
we made our way to the mall. Throttle: Idie, Mixture: Idle cut-off, Fuel selector: off, Magnetos: off. Master switch: on until
flaps lowered. Once we were headed towards the mall, | started fooking for the most open area. The soptheast side
had cars spuraticaly placed throughout, the northeast did not have much, but there was a tractor trailer in that {ot.
| chose the southwest lot, and circled over the mall. | noticed a flag next to the building, which was showing no wind at all.
I circled aver my intended point, and at approximately 1,500' MSL, turned to start a downwind leg 1o the Iot. As | turned a
base, | noticed a cell phone tower in the northwest iot, so | kept my path inside of it ta keep it from being any factor.
When | turned final, | lowered the flaps, and turned the Master switch off. Still trying to pin point the touchdown zone,
trying to determine if lines on the ground were painted, or raised curbs, | noticed a pickup truck comming across my
path from my right, so | started looking further out for my spot. As we got lower, and | realized we were gomtg to :‘ar&d long,
| started looking for the largest gap in the trees, since the lot had trees around its perimeter. .:iust befqre we touche
down, | noticed a car comming into the 1ot on the driveway from the right, | tumed left, and tried ‘to miss the
tree, and the incommiing car. We touched down just before the curb, and bounced, ate' which point the nose \_Mheel
struck the curb and was sheered off. The right wing contacted the tree, and spun the airplane around 1o the right
approximately 180 degrees. Once the airplane stopped, | tried briefly to disengage the cresent seat track clamp,
when it did not release, probably because we were nose down and there was tension on it. I released my seat belt
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and shoulder harness, and instructed Akiko to follow me out my side, since there was fuel leaking from the right
wing after striking the tree. As we walked away from the airplane, the first police officer was pulling up

and getting out of his car. We both initialy refused medical attention, but after speaking to the owner of the flight
school, we decided to go to the hospital to be examined. The only injuries ewre to myself. A small cut on the

left side of my head, which only needed cleaning, and the hard landing hurt my back slightly.

P.11712



