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The sustained minor damage to include the windscreen as a result of the wheel down landing. The recovery effort generated significant
damage to the aircraft to include the fuselage broken in two pieces, and the wings collapsed.

* Departed KTOL @ 1630 EST.
* The radio was generating static on frequency that could not be removed via the squelch (I found out the next day via other Pilots the
frequency was changed shortly after this time due to other aircraft experiencing the same issue).
* Lifted gear @ approximately 1000' AGL. The gear has two latches, the primary,and the secondary. While executing the procedure to
lock the gear, communication commenced with ATC. Upon finishing communications with the ATC I failed to follow through ensuring the
gear was locked in the up position.
* Shortly afterwords I exited KTOL controlled airspace and entered the mode C veil of Detroit not requiring any communications with ATC.
* I flew down the Ottawa River on the South side of the Fred C Young bridge and determined the wind was not favorable for a touch and
go.
* I then place the aircraft at approximately 1000' AGL and flew the remainder of the Ottawa River, then on to Maumee Bay on Lake Erie.
* Observing distance smoke stakes, and nearby smoke generated by a backyard fire I determined that the wind would be quite favorable
for a touch and go in what is know as "Consumers Cut".
* I set up for my approach and reached for my Water Landing Check List, to find it was not where I normally keep it. After a short search I
continued on with the landing performing the check list via memory and skipped over landing gear locked in up position.
* Upon landing at approximately 1700 EST I felt the aircraft make contact with the water. Shortly after, the plane started to lean forward
and I reacted by pulling back on the elevator. At this time I observed water coming over the nose of the aircraft, released the controls and
placed my hands over my forehead. The front windscreen constructed from Lexan broke inwards, and then around my arms. When the
aircraft came to a halt I realized I was upside down strapped into the aircraft and for a split second began to panic. I then found the
harness, released it and inverted myself in the hull where there was breathable air. After taking a second I exited through the missing
windscreen and swam to the surface and climbed onto the bottom of the airplane.



As in most cases there are usually multiple reasons leading up to the incident. Here are three things, any of which that would have been
complied with would have prevented this indecent.

1.) Failed to ensure all check list were in proper place.
2.) Allowed myself to become distracted before completing a check list task.
3.) Failed to abort landing when checklist was not ready to be verified.

23

Being the only person on board, after taking a second I exited through the missing windscreen and swam to the surface and climbed
onto the bottom of the airplane.
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