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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: DLeft Front ON one 
Center Rear Minor 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: 
Right Single Serious 

Last Name: Country: Unknown Fatal 
Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ON one ON one 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign Lap Only Lap Only D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 3-point 3-point D Installed 

4-poiot 4-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 5-poiot 5-point D Deployed 

Unknown Unknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: DLeft Front DNone 
Center Rear Minor 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: 
Right Single Serious 

Last Name: Country: Unknown Fatal 
Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ON one ON one 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign Lap Only Lap Only D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 3-point 3-point D Installed 

4-poiot 4-poiot D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 5-point 5-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs Unknown Unknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S) I OTHER PERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H 118C8SHrY) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: City: ON one ON one OLeft ON one DNotlnstalled D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Center Minor Lap Only Lap Only Dlnstalled -- 3-poiot 
Last Name: Right Serious 3-point DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 

Country: 
Unknown Fatal 4-point 4-point ODeployed D Child Restraint 

DCrew Passenger Other Unknown 5-point 5-poiot OUnknown Lap-Held Row: -- Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

DLeft ON one ON one ON one DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Center Minor Lap Only Lap Only Dlnstalled -- 3-point 3-point 
Last Name: Country: Right Serious DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 

Unknown Fatal 4-point 4-point ODeployed D Child Restraint 

DCrew Passenger Other Unknown 5-poiot 5-point 0Unknown Lap-Held Row: -- Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

DLeft ON one ON one ON one DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Center Minor Lap Only Lap Only Dlnstalled --

3-point 3-point 
Last Name: Right Serious DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 

Country: 
Unknown Fatal 4-poiot 4-poiot ODeployed D Child Restraint 

oerew Passenger Other Unknown 5-point 5-point 0Unknown Lap-Held Row: -- Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ON one D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Center Minor Lap Only Lap Only Dinstalled --
Last Name: Right Serious 3-point 3-poiot D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 

Country: 
Unknown Fatal 4-point 4-point 0Deployed D Child Restraint 

DCrew Passenger Other 
Unknown 5-point 5-poiot 0Unknown Lap-Held Row: -- Unknown Unknown Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: Privata 
Time: 1645 

Airport ID: Privata [!]None VFR/IFR 

City: Athens City: Athens CompanyVFR IFR 
Military VFR Unknown 

State: TX Time Zone: CST State: TX VFR 

Country: USA Country: USA Activated'!' []Yes No Uoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

1!1 None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
DVFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A I!IClass G D Military Operations Area (MOA) 0Special Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown 500 ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
D ClassE D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: F44 
0National Weather Service 0Company 

Observation Time: 1650 0 Flight Service Station DMilitary 
OTV/Radio Dintemet Time Zone: CST 
1!1 Automated Report 0None 

Distance from Accident Site: 10 nm D Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: 180 degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

121VMC DDawn Dusk Dark Night Unknown 
IMC Day Night Bright Night 
Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 55 (F) 
121 Clear Thin Broken None (Clear) Obscured 

Few Thin Overcast Broken Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or 3 (F) 
Partial Obscuration Unknown Overcast Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 30.38 in. Hg Scattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ftagl ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 10 miles 
1!1 Variable 0Calm 1ZJ Not Gusting RVR: feet 

1!1 Light and Variable 
-or- -or- -or- RVV: miles 

Direction: degrees true Speed: kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: -146 ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

Light IZI None D Drizzle D Freezing Rain 1Z1 None DFog 
Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand OHaze 
N/A D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 

Unknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals D Blowing Spray DSmoke 
DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 

None N/A None N/A IZJNone OLight 
Trace Rime Trace Rime DCiear Air DModerate 
Light Clear Light Clear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
Moderate Mixed Moderate Mixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Severe Unknown Severe Unknown 
Unknown Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 

Nona 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
D None Substantial 

Minor Destroyed 
Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
IZINone 

In-Flight 
On-Ground 

Both Ground and In-Flight 
Fire at Unknown Time 
Unknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

Aircraft Explosion 
I!! None 

In-Flight 
On-Ground 

Both Ground and In-Flight 
Explosion at Unknown Time 
Unknown 

The aircraft received substantial damage on impact. The nose hit the ground first, removing the spinner, propeller and flywheel from the 
engine. The aircraft frame surrounding the engine and forward portion of the cockpit were bent considerably and the wings both sustained 
leading edge damage. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Pieese type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

The accident occurred at our private runway at our home on 2/27/2020 at approximately 1700 local time. No services were obtained and 
this was a local flight originating and terminating at our private airport. My son has been training for his Private certificate in our aircraft. 
He has soloed in the Citabria and both his instructor and I had been working with him to get him proficient at landing on our private 
runway at home. He was actually signed off for solo flight, including from our runways but had not yet soloed from there. Our runways are 
on a hill, so we takeoff downhill and land uphill. We have two runways at our place, 18136 and 2/20. We were landing on 2 that evening, 
but his prior training had been to 36. Our 36 is longer than 2, but it has obstacles on the approach end, making it difficult to clear and then 
quickly drop to use the remaining runway. Although he has demonstrated excellent skill at spot landing with no obstacles, he was having 
difficulty with clearing the obstacles and touching down at the appropriate point. Because of this, I decided to have him try runway 2, 
which is shorter overall, but has no obstacles and therefore the same effective usable runway as 36. The difference is that 2 doesn't really 
have a good •out''. Once you touch down you are committed. When landing 36, the •out'' for go around is a turn left out toward an open 
pasture for the climb. When landing on 2, this is not an option because the left tum is too tight to avoid trees. Although the aircraft will 
generally out climb the hill and trees at the end of the runway 2, turning left or right on go around is not an option- trees to the west and 
power lines along the driveway to the east. We briefed all of this thoroughly before takeoff, even taxiing to the approach end of 2 and 
turning around to give him a visual that there was no good option for go around other than straight out. 

At the time of the accident, he was flying the aircraft (I was onboard) and he had been doing very well. Just prior to the accident he 
performed two flawless landings. On his third attempt, he landed a little longer than I would have liked, but certainly not excessive. He did 
bounce a little, but not excessively, and in response he reverted back to his original training and performed a go around without thinking 
(law of primacy). In reality he shouldn't have, because he had plenty of room to stop. He also reverted back to his previous experience at 
our airport, landing on 36, and began a left tum to the west for the go around even though we had just briefed a few minutes prior that 
once touchdown occurred, there were to be no go arounds. Again, law of primacy. The go around was a complete surprise to me, as there 
was really no need for it. I corrected him back to the right and reminded him that we couldn't tum left. From the rear seat, in a climb, 
forward visibility is nil. I assumed and trusted that he was •seeing and avoiding" the trees just to the left of the runway at the departure 
end. There are trees further out along the runway path, but easily out climbed. I have since learned that after his initial try to go around to 
the west and me correcting him back to straight out, he became worried about clearing the obstacles and focused solely on the airspeed, 
climbing at Vx for max performance. He •tunnel visioned" on that aspect alone and was not aware he was not directly over the runway. 
Had he been just 30' further right, there would not have been a problem. I was not aware of the imminent impact until maybe 2 seconds 
prior when he said, •please climb, please climb". The aircraft struck the tree top, then began descending, clipped another tree top 30' past 
the first and then headed to the ground, nose first. Just prior to impact, the right wing collided with a utility pole, spinning the aircraft 180 
degrees from original direction of travel. The aircraft bounced backward in the original direction and came to rest vertically with the 
empennage resting against small trees. We immediately exited the aircraft (after turning off the electrical power) and I took my son to the 
hospital. 

In retrospect, I was surprised that the aircraft was not performing better than it was- in terms of climb and lift. To my knowledge there was 
no mechanical issue. The engine seemed to be performing well. I think it's possible we caught a tailwind as we approached the top of the 
hill, degrading our climb. Although wind conditions at the closest reporting point (F44 Athens Municipal) were reported as calm at the time, 
it's not unusual to have a light breeze at the top of the hill and calm winds at the approach end of the runway. I believe his late decision to 
go around, the subsequent loss of lift from the original attempted tum to the left and then correction to the right, combined with a possible 
light tailwind are the reason we didn't clear the trees. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report 

3/15/2010 

Name of Pilot/Operator: ...:P-=h.:::il:.:.:~lip~:..=Z.::..:im.:::m.:..:.e:;..:rm..:..:..:;:a::..:n~------------------

Signature: -----------------------------
- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: -------------------------

Signature:-------------------------

Title:--------------

- or- D Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
NTSB Accident/Incident No. 
CEN20CA104 

Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
CEN 
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Name of Investigator 
HICKS 

Date Report Received 
15MAR2020 




