
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
PILOT/OPERATOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT 

This form to be used for reporting civil and public aircraft accidents and incidents 

BASIC INFORMATION 
Atc:identllnc:ident Location Accident/Incident Da teffime 

Nearest CltyfPlace: The Flying Few Airfield Greer State: SC Date: 11/03/2019 Local Time: 1743 
ZIP: 29651 Country: USA mmldd!yyyy 

TtmeZone EST 
Latitude: 35.03N Longitude: 82.30W 

(Enter tn decunal degrei!S or degrees.muwtes:secomM Collision with Other Aircraft: 0 Midair O On-ground @ None 

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION 
Registration Number: N87173 0 IFR-Equipped and Certified 

Manufacturer: Erco 
[]Commercial Space F1igbt 
0 Unmanned Aircraft 

Model: 415-C Maximum Gross Weight: 1320 lbs 
Serial Number: 346 Weight at T ime of Ac:cidentllnc:ident: 1210 lbs 

Year of Manufacture: 1946 Number of Seats: 2 Flight Crew Seats: 1 

Amateur-Built: 0Yes If Yes: 0 Ktt/Plans Make: Cabin Crew Seats: 0 Passenger Seats: 1 
@ No O Original Design Number of Engines: 1 

Category of Aircraft Type of Airworthiness Certificate Landing Gear Engine Type (Select one) 

@Airplane (Check all that apply) (CIU!dc all that app~l) @ Reciprocating 0 Liquid Rocket 
0Balloon Standard Special D Retractable 0 Turbo Shaft O Solid Rocket 
0Biimp,Dirigible ~Nonnal 0Rcstncted 

~Tncyclc OTailwhecl 0 Turbo Prop O Hybrid Rocket 
0Ghder 0Aerobahc D Limited 0Turbo Jet 0 None 
0 Gyroplane 0Balloon D Provistonal 0 Amphtbtan DHtgh Siud O Turbofan 0 Unknown 
0Hehcopter 0 Commuter D Special Flight D Emergency Float 0 Skid O Eiectric 
0Powered Lift 0 Transport D Experimental 0 Fioat 0 Ski 
0Rocket O Utthty D Special Light-Sport 0Hull 0Ski/Whcel Fvel System Type (Redpro<·ating) 

I 
O Uitralight C Experimental Light-Sport 

0 Other Launch/Recovery System @Carburetor 0 Fuel-InJected O Unknown 
C Certificate of Authonzauon or Waiver (COA) 
[JNone CUnknown ONone O Unknown 

Date Rated Power Total Time Since: 
Engine Manufacturer's of Mfg. @ Horsepower or Time Inspection Overhaul 

Entdne En2ine Manufacturer Model/Series Serial Number noJNidd i i·W I 0 lbs ofThrust !(hours) llhours) llhours) 
&!gl Continental C-85 4005-12 01/29/1 946 85 17.8 474.6 
Eng2 

Eng. 3 

Eng, 4 

Last Inspection Type Propeller 1 @ Ftxed Pttch Propeller 2 0 Fixed Pitch 
O Controllable Pitch 0 Controllable Pitch 

01 00-Hollr O c ontinuous Airworthiness 0 Ground Adjustable OGround Adjustable 
0AAIP O c onditional InspectiOn Manufacturer. Sensenich Manufacturer: 
0Annual 0 Unknown 

Model: 76A!S Model: 
Date Las t Inspection: 10/17/2019 

(Check all that app iJ) mmldtf/,I'Y)'Y EL T Installed: (!)Yes ONo Additional Equipment 

Airframe Tota l Time: 2062.8 hrs lfYcs. 0 ADS-B 

EL T Manufacturer: Ameri-King [JA1rframe Parachute 
hours measured at (S c/t.>,·t one) D Angle of Attack lndtcator 
0 Last Inspection OTtmc of Accidentflncident Model or Part No.: AK-450 

OAutopilot 
TSO No.: 0 C9 1 (1 21.5 MHz) @C91a (1 21.5 MHz) C Data Recorder Type of Maintenance Program (Srled onl!) 0 CI26 (406 MHz) IZ! Electronic Flight Bag or Handheld Device 

<!> Annual 
Was ELT still mounted in aircraft? (!)Yes 0 No CEicctronic Multifunction Display 

0 Conditional (Amateur-butlt only) 
Was EL T still connected to antenna? @Y cs 0No [JEiectronic Primary Flight Display 

0 Manufacturer's Inspection Program 
Did EL T Activate? OYes @No [JHandheld GPS 

0 Other Approved Inspection Program (AAIP) 
If a•:ti vatcd . 

0Heads Up Display 
0 Continuous Airworthiness [JOnboard Weather 
0 Other. spcctfy: Did EL T Aid in Locating Aircraft: OY es ONo O Satellite Tracking Device 
Description of Fire Extinguishing System If not activated ClStall Warning System 
@None Indicate Reason: [J Impact Damage ClVideo Recordmg Devtce 
0 Specify: OFtre Damage (J Other, Specify: 

Cl Battery Exp~red/Damaged 
EJ Unknown 
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OWNER/OPERATOR INFORMATION 
Registered Aircraft Owner City: Taylors 

Name: Old Time Aero State: SC ZIP: 29687 

Fractional Ownership Aircraft: 0Yes $No Country: USA 

Operator of Airuaft 13 Same As Registered Owner 13 Same Address as Registered Owne1· 

Name: City: 

Doing Business As: State: ZIP: 

Air Carrier/Operator Designator ( 4 Character Code): Country: 

Operating Certificates Held Regulation Flight Conducted Under Revenue Operation for FAR 121, 125, 129, 135 
(Check all thai apply) (Sell!c:t one for each group) 

8None G)FAR91 QFAR 129 0FAR415 0 Scheduled or Commuter ODomestic 
[]Flag Carrier Operating Certificate (FAR 121) QFAR 103 QFAR 133 QFAR431 0 Non-Scheduled or Air Taxi 0 International 
[J Supplemental QFAR 121 QFAR 135 OFAR 435 
[]Air Cargo OFAR 125 OFAR 137 0FAR437 
[J Foreign Air Carriers (FAR 129) 

OFAR 91 Special Flight 
0Passenger 

[JRotorcraft External Load (FAR 133) 0Cargo 
[]Commuter Air Carrier (FAR 135) 0Non-US, Commercial 0 Mail Contract Only 
[JOn-Demand Air Taxi (FAR 135) 0 Non-US, Non-commercial 
[]Commercial AirTour(FAR 136) Purpose of Flight for FAR 91, 103, 133,137 
[]Agricultural Aircraft (FAR 137) 0Public Aircraft (Select one) (Se/l!cl onl!) 
[]Pilot School (FAR 141) 0 Armed Forces 

0 Aerial Application 0 Firefighting O Unknown CCertificate of Authorization or Waiver (COA) 0Federal 
Ccommercml Space Transportation 0State 

0 Aenal Observation 0FhghtTest 
Experimental Permit 0Local 

OAirDrop OGiidcrTow 
CCommercial Space Transportation License 0 Air Race/Show 0 Instructional 
COthcr Operator of Large A1rcrafl OUnknown OBannerTow OOther Work Use 

0Business ®Personal 
0 Executive/Corporate 0Posiuoning 

Revenue Sightseeing Flight Air Medical Flight 
0 External Load 
OFerry 

OSkyd1ving 

OYcs ®No OYes @No 

AIRPORT INFORMATION (Fill In If accident/Incident occurred on approach, landing, takeoff, departure, or within 3 miles of an airport) 

Airport Name: The Fl;ting Few Distance From Airport Center: 0 sm 

Airport Identifier: None Direction From Airport: N/A degrees true 
Proximity to Airport: 0 Off Atrport/Airstrip ®on Atrport/Airstrip 0NIA Airport Elevation: 1000 ft. ms.l 

Runway Information Condition of Runway/Landing Surface (Chc,·k alltlrat app(t') 

Runway 10: 28 (URIC) Length. 1700 n Width: 40 n EJ Dry [J Snow-compacted [J Water-Calm 

Runway/Landine Surface (Check all that app(~) 
[J Holes [J Snow-Crusted [J Water-Choppy 
[J Ice Covered [J Snow-Dry [J Water-Glassy 

[]Asphalt 8Grass/Turf []Macadam [J Water [J Rough [J Snow-Wet [J Wet 
[]Concrete OGravel [J Metal/Wood [J Rubber Deposits [J Soft 
[J Dtrt []Ice []Snow [] Unknown []Slush-Covered [J Vegetauon [J Unknown 

Approach/Departure Segment (Selt't. I 1)111') 

0Taxi OVFR Departure OOn Instrument Approach ODownwind 0 Low Approach 
O Takeoff OtFR Departure Procedure/Clearance ®Landing 0Base 0Go Around 
Qlnitial Climb 0Final 0 Aborted Landing (after touchdown) 

0Crosswind OUnknown 

IFR Approach {Ch<'ck all that appM VFR Approach {Ch<'ck all that app~~) 

ONone []None 

OADF/NDB [JPAR [JMLS []Practice 0Traffic Pattern 0Stop and Go 
[JSDF []Sidestep [JLDA [JGPS 0 Straight-In 0 Touch and Go 
[JVORITVOR OILS 0ASR 0 Valley/Terrain Followmg [] Sunulatcd Forced Landing 
[JVORIDME [JLocahzc:r Only [JVtsual []Go Around 0 Forced Landing 
0TACAN [J LOC-back course []Contact ElFull Stop 0 Precautionary Landing 

[JRNAV [JCircling 
[]Unknown [J Unknown 
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"Flight Crewmember 1" Responsibilities at the Time of Accident/Incident 
® P1lot 0 Co-Pilot 0 Student Pilot 0 Fhght lnstnlctor 0Chcek Pilot 0 Fhght Engineer 0 Other Flight Crew 

"Flight Crewmember 1"' was pilot ElVes C No 

"Flight Crewmember 1" Identification 
First Name: :...:R::::O::::b:::.ert:.,:_ ___________________ _ 

Middle Initial: ..::G;__ __ 

LastName: ~P~e~rs~o~"~--------------------------

Age at time of Accident/Incident: -'6-'2 ___ _ Date of Birth: 

Certificate Number: 

Degree of Injury Seat Occupied 
® None 0 Fatal 0 Left 0 Front 
0 Minor 0 Unknown 0 Right 0 Rear 
0 Serious 0 Center 0 Single 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) 

0None 
C Pnvate 
C Student 

C Flight Instructor 
0 Recreational 
EJSport 

C Commercial 
[]Airline Transport 
C Fhght Engineer 

Principal Occupation Medical Certificate 

0 Pilot 0 None 0 Class 3 

0Unknown 

[] US Military 
[]Foreign 

®Other 0 Class I ® Dnver's L•cense (Sport P1lot only) 
Unknown Class 2 Unknown 

Medical Certificate Limitations 
N/A 

Medical Certificate Special Issuance 
N/A 

Flight Revielv Aircraft 

City of Residence: .:L;;.:ibe:..::~rty .... ________ ~-----

State: ....:s:;..;c=------- ZIP: 29657 

Restraint Type 

Available 
ONone 
0Laponly 
(!)3-point 
04-point 
05-pomt 
OUnknown 

Used 
QNone 
QLaponly 
(!)3-point 
04-point 
05-pomt 
ounknown 

Medical Certificate Validity 
® Wllhout limitations/waivers 
0With hmitations/waivers 
0Spccial lssuancc 

QUnknown 
O N/A 

lnfiatable Restraints 

E1 Not Installed 
[]Installed 
C Not Deployed 
[]Deployed 
[]Unknown 

Date of Last Medical 

NfA 
mmldd~I'YYY 

Date of Last Flight Review 
or Equivalent, Including 
FAR 121/135 Checks: 

08/0812019 Make: _E_rco_u.:...p_e ________ ___ ___ ________ ___ _ 

Airplane Rating(s) 
(Chet·k all that appM 

[]None 
El Single-Engine Land 
[] Single-Engine Sea 
[] Multiengine Land 
[] Multiengine Sea 

Type Ratings 

mllrlddlyyyy Model: 415-C 

Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) 
(Check all that appM (Check ullthut apply) 

0 None EJ None 
[] Airship C Airplane 
C Balloon C Helicopter 
0 Ghder C Powered Lift 
C Gyroplanc 
C Helicopter 
[] Powered Lift 

Sport Pilot Endorsement 08/08/2019 
VH >87 kts Endorsement 08/08/2019 
Class 8 , C, or 0 Airspace Endorsement 9/21/2019 
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Instructor Rating(s) 
(Check all that apply) 

EJ None 
[] Airplane Single-Engine 
[] Airplane Multi-Engirn: 
[] Gyroplane 
[] Powered Lift 

[] lnstnlmcnt Airplane 
0 Instrument Helicopter 
0 Helicopter 
[] Glider 
0 Spon 

Student Endorsements (f11cfude dates) 



"~•.lGHT \ltsl . .., 2" ... 1A.noN 
"Flight Crewmember 2" Responsibilities at the Time of Acddent!Jnddent 

0Pilot Oco-Pilot 0 Student Pilot 0Fhght Instructor 0Chcck Pilot 0 Flight Engineer OOthcr Flight Crew 

"Flight Crewmember 2" was pilot flying CJYes CNo 

"Flight Crewmember 2" Identification 

First Name: City of Residence: 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: 
Last Name: Country: 

Age at time of Accident/Incident: Date of Binh: mmlddlyyy_a· 

Cenificate Number: 
Degree of Injury Seat Occupied Restraint Type Inflatable Restraints 
0 None 0 Fatal OLeft 0Front OUnknown Available Used 
0 Minor 0 Unknown 0Right ORear 
0 Serious Ocenter Osingh: 

0None 0 None 0 Not Installed 
0Laponly 0 Lap only Olnstalled 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) 03-point 0 3-pomt O Not Deployed 

C None 0 Flight Instructor 0 Commercial 0 US Mthtary 04-point 0 4-point CJDeployed 

C Private C Recreational 0 Airline Transport CForetgn 05-point 0 5-point CJUnknown 

D Student 0 Sport D Flight Engineer OUnknown 0 Unknown 

Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical 

0Pilot 0Nonc 0Ciass3 0 W1thout limitation$/waivcrs 0 Unknown 
0 Other 0 Class I 0 Driver's License (Sport Pilot only) 0 With limitation$/waivers 0 N/A 
0 Unknown 0 Class2 OUnknown 0 Spcctallssuancc mmldd~ayyy 

Medical Certificate Limitations 

Medical Certificate Special Issuance 

Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aircraft 
or Equivalent, Including 

Make: FAR 121/135 Checks: 
mmlddly_vyy Model: 

Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s) 
(Check alltlrat app~v) (Check all that app(l') (Check all that appl)') (Che,·k all that app(ao) 

C None D None CNonc D None [J Instrument Airplane 
C Single-Engine Land 0 Airship 0Airplane 0 Airplane Single-Engine CJ Instrument Helicopter 
D Single-Engine Sea 0 Balloon C Helicopter D Airplane Multi-Engine C Helicopter 
D Muhiengine Land 0 Glider 0 Powered Lift 0 Gyroplane C Glider 
C Multiengine Sea 0 Gyroplane CJ Powered Lift CJ Sport 

D Helicopter 
0 Powered Lift 

Type Ratings Student Endorsements (fnclude dates) 

Flight Time (£mer appropriate 
Alrplame 

AI This Make SincJe Airplane Lighter 
numhcr of lrours in caclr hox) Aircraft & Model Engine MultienKine Nir:ht Actual Simulated Roton:raft Glider Than Air 

Total Time 

Pilot m Cv .... ~.J (PIC) 

Time as"'~""'"'"' 

~M' ·"·· 
_Last 90 Days_ 

Last 30 Days 

_!.ast 24 Hou'!_ 
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ADDmONAL FLIGHT CR ·-MBER_S_JExcluslve of cabin crww. comalete the •~ ... -• 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLefl QFront 0Nonc 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: 
Ocenter ORear OMmor 
0Right OSinglc Osenous 

Last Name: Country: 0Unlcnown OFatal 
OUnknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that appl)) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone 0 Flight Instructor []Commercial D US Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone 0None 

D Private 0 Recreational D Airline Transport DForcign 0Lap0nly QlapOnly [] Not Installed 

DStudent []Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point [] Installed 

04~point 04-point [] Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-pomt 05-pomt []Deployed 

OUnknown 0Unknown []Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? []Yes []No of tbis Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft QFront ONone 

State: ZIP. 
0Center ORear 0Mmor 

Middle Initial: 
0Right osmgle Oserious 

Last Name: Country: QUnknown 0Fatal 
OUnknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Che,·k all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

ONone D Flight Instructor [] Commercial [] US Military 
Available Used Restraints 
QNone QNone 

[]Private D Recreational []Airline Transport []Foreign 0 Lap Only QLapOnly [] Not Installed 
0Student []Sport [] Flight Engineer Q3-point 03-point [] Installed 

04-pomt 04-point 
[] Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 0 5-point 05-point []Deployed 

Accideotllncident Aircraft? []Yes []No of this Accident/Incident: hrs QUnknown QUnknown []Unknown 

PASSENGER(S) I OTHER PERSONNEL {Include cabin cnw; continue on separate sheet If necauary) 
Inflatable 

Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 0Nonc ONone 0Left ON one [J Not Installed [] Under 5 years 
Mtddle Initial. State -- ZIP: 0Centcr 0Minor QLapOnly OLapOnly [J Installed 

Last Name: 0Right 0Serious 03-point 03-point [J Not Deployed I[Under5. 
Country. 

OUnknown OFatal 04-point 04-point DDeploycd 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 0Unknown 05-pomt Os~point OUnknown OLap-Held Row. -- OUnknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
Ftrst Name. City : 

OLefi 0None ON one QNone [J Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Mtddle Initial: State. -- ZIP: --- Ocenter 0Minor OLapOnly QLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name· Country: 0Right 0Serious 03-pomt 03-point DNot Deployed I[Und,•r 5. 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-pomt 04-point DDcployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther OUnknown 05-pomt 05-point [JUnknown OLap-Held Row: OUnknown OUnknown OUnknown 

Available Used 
f irst Name City : 

0Lefi 0None ON one 0None []Under 5 years [J Not Installed 
Mtddle lmttal: State. -- ZIP: 0Center 0Minor OLapOnly QLapOnly [Jinstalled 

Last Name; 0Right Oserious 03-point 03-point 0Not Deployed If Under 5. 
Country; 

0Unknown 0Fatal 04-pomt 04-poinl [JDcployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger OOther OUnknown 05-point 05-point [JUnknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- OUnknown OUnknown OUnknown 

Available Used 
First Name City : 

OLen 0None ON one QNone [J Not Installed [] Under 5 years 
Mtddle Imual· State. -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly QLapOnly Dlnstalled 

Last Name: 0Right 0Serious 03-pomt 03-point [J Not Deployed If Under 5. 
Country. 

0Unknown 0Fatal 04-pomt 04-point [J Deployed 0 Chtld Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger OOthcr 
OUnknown 05-pomt 05-point [JUnknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- OUnknown OUnknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: KAHN 
Time: 1617 

Airport ID: None 0None 0 VFR/IFR 

City: Athens City: Greer 0 Company VFR 0IFR 
0 Military VFR 0Unknown 

State: Ga Time Zone: EST State: SC (i)VFR 

Country: USA Country: USA Activated? ®Yes 0No 0Unknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Cireck all that apply) 

D None D Special VFR D SpeciaiiFR D VFR Flight Following 0Cruise 
8 VFR 0IFR 0 VFROn Top 8 Traffic Advisory [J Unknown I NA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check allthut uppM Altitude of In-Flight 
[J Class A E) Class G [J Military Operations Area (MOAJ []Special Occurrence: 
D ClassB ODemoArea 0 Airport Advisory Area [JA•r Traffic Control Area 
[J Class C Dwaming Area [J Jet Training Are;~ [JUnknown ftmsl 
[J Class D D Prohibited Area [JTRSA 
D Class E 0Restricted Area [JFAR 93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENT/INCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Chet·k al/thut upp/y) 

Facility ID: KGMU 
E) National Weather Service 0Company 
D Fhght Service Station [J Milttary Observation Time: 17 40 

[JTV/Radio [J Internet Time Zone: EST 
EJ Automated Report [JNone 

Distance from Accident Site: 13 nm 0 Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) [J Unknown 
80n·Board Weather Direction fron• Accident Site: 199 degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 
®VMC 0Dawn 0Dusk 0Dark Night Q Unknown 
OtMC ®Day ON.ght QBright Night 
OUnknown ' 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 45 (F) 
®Clear 0Thin Broken 0 None (Clear) OObscured 
0Few 0 Thm Overcast 0 Broken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration OUnkno~n 0 Overcast 0 Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 30.18 in. Hg 0Scattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ft agl ft agl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility >10 miles 
[J Variable El Calm 8 NotGustmg RVR: feet 

[J Light and Variable 

-or· -or· -or· RVV: miles 

Direction: degrees true Speed: kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: ·64 ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check ullthut apply ) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that app(v) 

OL.ght 8 None [J Drizzle [J Freezing Rain 8None []Fog 
0Moderate DRam [J Ice Pellets [J Snow Shower [J Blowing Dust 0Ground Fog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets 0 Icc Pellets Shower [J Blowing Sand [J Haze 
ON IA [J Hail [J Snow Grains D Freezin¥ Drizzle [J Blowing Snow [J Ice Fog 
OUnknown [J Rain Showers C Ice Crystals [J Blowing Spray [J Smoke 

ODust [J Unknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ®NIA @None @N/A EINone [JLight 
OTrace 0Rime OTrace 0Rime [JClcar Air []Moderate 
0Light Octear OL•&ht 0 Ciear [JTcrrain-lnduccd 0Severe 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate 0Mtxed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere 0 Unknown OSevere O tlnknown 
OUnkno~n O Unknown 

NOT AMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the accident/incident: 
None applicable 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Air(:raft Damage 
0 None 6> Substantial 
0 Minor 0 Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
(i) None 
0 ln-Fhght 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Ttme 
0Unknown 

Des(:ription of Damage lo Aircraft and Otber Property (Us~ additional sht:ctl{ n~:ces.vary) 

See additional information 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Please type or print In Ink) 

Aircraft Explosion 
6> None 
0 ln-Fhght 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Describe what occurred in chronological order. including circumstances leading to and nature of accidenllincident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

See attached file NTSB Incident Report for N87173.doc 
& attached photo N87173 Three minutes after event.jpg 
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RECOMMENDATION (How could this accident/incident have been prevented?) 

Operator/Owner Safety Recommendation 

By my establishing a new personal minimum: 
No landing at the Flying Few < 1 hour BEFORE sunset and no landing on any grass runway after sunset. 

MECHANICAL MALFUNCTION/FAILURE (If more spac4t is neected, continue on separate sheet) 

Was there Mechanical Malfunction/Failure? EJ Yes D No Total Time/Cycles 
(If yes, list the name of the purl, manufacturer, part no .. ser~al no .• und desuibe the failure) On Part 

Header fuel tank gauge showing lower than normal, indicating an Issue with the fuel system. Malfunctioning part Hours 
remains unidentified at the time of this writing. 

Cycles 

Time Since This Part 
Inspected/Overhauled 

Hours 

FUEL & SERVICES INFORMATION 
Fuel on Board at Last Takeoff Fuel Type 
(Com·ertfrom powrdf as ru!cessary) 0 80/87 0 115/1 45 OJetB ®Other. specify 1 OOLL & Automotive 

21 Gallons 
0 I 00 Low Lead OJetA 0JP8 
0 100!130 0 Jet A-I 0 Automotive 

Other Senices, if Any, Prior to Departure 
9.3 gal 1 OOLL was added to 6. 7 gal of Automobile gas in wing tanks 

EVACUATION OF AIRCRAFT-

Was an emergency evacuation ofthe aircraft performed? DYes 121 No 

Method of Exit Describe how the occupants exited and how many occupants evacuated each location 

I stepped up onto my seat and then over onto the left wing-the usual method of exit 

OTHER AIRCRAFT - COLLISION (If a1r or ground coHislon occurred, complete this section tor other aircraft) 

Aircraft Registration Number Manufacturer: Damage to Other Aircraft 

Model: D Destroyed D Minor 
D Substantial []None 

Registered Owner of Other Aircraft Pilot of Other Aircraft 

Name: Name: 
City: City: 
State: ZIP: State: ZIP: 
Country: Country: 
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ADDffiONAL INFORMATION (Please type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if addational space is needed for any answers. 

from Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property: 

The aircraft departed the groomed runway slightly to the left side and continued almost parallel to the runway untal striking the wire fencing 
with the left-wing tip. The left Navigation light departed the wingtip and the left wingtip struck the fencing putting a large gash in the left-wing 
tip. The wire fencing restricted the forward movement of the left-wing tip and buckled the left-wing causing bending of the aileron against 
the left fillet panel. Additionally, the left wing is skewed aft approximately 10 degrees from the original position apparently bending the left­
wing spar. This contact of the left wing with the fence caused the aircraft to rotate counterclockwise and the nose of the aircraft then 
contacted the fencing leaving marks on the propeller and dents In the spinner. The aircraft continued it's counter-rotation with the right wing 
contacting the fencing resulting in some wire fence strands cutting the right wing tip and the right vertical stabilizer and elevator. The aircraft 
came to rest with the right side of the fuselage against the fencing causing some scrapes and damage to the side of the baggage 
compartment and buckling of the empennage just forward of the horizontal stabilizer. There was about 30 feet of damage to the fence. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE Jl 
Date ofthis Report Name of Pilot/Operator: ..:.R..:..:o:..:b:..:e..:..:rt:....:G::;·:....:P_e:..;.rs..:.o..:.n..:...._ ___________________ _ 

11/11 /2019 Signature:--------- ---------------------
1111/Ji ddlyyyy 

-or- (a Check here to electronically sign this document 

If a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: -------------------- ------- Title:--------------

Signature:-------------------------

- or - 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
NTSB Accident/Incident No. I Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
GAA20CA059 GAA I Name of Investigator 

Eric M. Gutierrez 

ll 

I Date Report Received 
11/11/2019 



1 N87173 Event report 
2 
3 I was trained to use the Detect, Estimate, Choose, Identify, Do & Evaluate decision model, 
4 and I did use that model during this flight. 

5 The Ercoupe 415C has a header tank that holds 5 gallons that is gravity fed to the engine and 
6 an engine driven fuel pump supplies fuel from the wing tanks to the header tank. This is 
7 significant because concern about a malfunction in this system attracted my attention on the 
8 afternoon of November 3. I flew from the Flying Few grass airstrip in Greer SC (35.03N & 
9 82.30W) to Athens Ga on 3 Nov 2019. When I arrived in Athens at approximately 9:30 am, it 

10 looked to me like the fuel gauge for the header tank was a little lower than I remembered it 
11 being during other flights. (It's my understanding that the fuel gauge for the header should 
12 always be full.) I detected that there was a potentially concerning issue. 

13 Because the header tank holds only 5 gaHons of gas which is less than an hours' worth of flying 
14 time at 6 gallons an hour (which is the number we use for flight planning). I estimated that this 
15 could be a potential issue. In order to choose between my options, I wanted to discuss the 
16 issue with John Leupp (my instructor & the aircraft owner) but I knew that he was in church at 
17 that particular moment, therefore, I did not text him until I came back to the airport at 2:30pm. I 
18 then sent him a text with a photo of the header tank fuel gauge, however I did not hear back 
19 from him. Prior to this flight, he and I had decided that 3:00PM EST would be a good time to get 
20 back to the Athens airport & I walked into the airport terminal at 3:05pm. (Between 2:30 and 
21 3:00 pm, I sent a picture of the header tank gauge to John Leupp and then visited with friends in 
22 their car in the parking lot.) 

23 At approximately 3:30, I completed my pre-flight while waiting for John Leupp to return my text. 
24 As usual, I was wearing my flip-up sunglasses & a cap with a bill as the aircraft does not have a 
25 sun shade. Identify & Do: I then decided to call for the fuel truck to fill up the tanks. While 
26 waiting, I programmed Foreflight for the flight home & mentally ran thru the 5 P's (from my flight 
27 training- Plan, Plane, Pilot, Passenger, & Programming) and then performed the engine start 
28 checklist to see if the header tank gauge would go back up to full , which it did promptly. 
29 Evaluate: Now my confidence in the fuel system was restored enough that I decided to do two 
30 touch and goes in the Athens pattern to make sure the header tank fuel gauge functioned 
31 normally. It did function normally and I decided that it was safe to fly the aircraft. I then decided 
32 to depart to the Flying Few, which I did at about 4:17PM. I used flight following and received a 
33 number of vectors after entering South Carolina. I chose to accept these vectors and they put 
34 me in a position slightly east of my planned flight path, but on a more direct route to the Flying 
35 Few. During this part of the flight I evaluated and monitored the header tank fuel gauge which 
36 continued to show a full tank and at this time I flipped my sunglasses up as the sun was mostly 
37 behind me. 

38 About 1 0 minutes out from arrival at the Flying Few I detected that the header tank appeared 
39 about halfway down. It was at this point apparent that the header tank was not maintaining a full 
40 level. I decided that the system was not properly pumping fuel from the wing tanks to the header 
41 tank. I considered three possible alternatives: a) the system would begin working normally and I 
42 could expect the header tank to refill soon- not realistic or safe; b) the system was working but 
43 filling the header tank at a slower rate than normal - again not realistic or safe; c) the system 
44 was not working and the only remaining usable fuel was the known amount in the header tank 



45 that would gravity feed to the engine- this seemed my safest conclusion. Therefore I estimated 
46 that I had about 25+ minutes of fuel left so I should easily make it to the Flying Few. 

47 After selecting this last alternative which seemed to be safest, I chose a need to get on the 
48 ground as soon as practical & safe. There were 4 airports or airfields that were within 1 0 
49 minutes flying time and I eliminated three of them in favor of landing at the one I was the most 
50 familiar with, the Flying Few. Since all airports were approximately the same distance, this 
51 seemed like the most effective and safe plan. 

52 At the time that I Identified that I would land at the Flying Few, it was about 5:30PM so I 
53 expected to arrive shortly after sunset (sunset was at 5:32PM on Nov 3rd) and that I would be 
54 legal (with respect to the time change and the end of evening civil twilight) and safe with respect 
55 to available light. 

56 As I came over the standard reporting point for the Flying Few, the quarry, I canceled flight 
57 following and checked the weather at Greenville downtown (KGMU) which was showing a 
58 minimal wind that wasn't going to impact the landing. As I arrived over the quarry I made my 
59 traffic call for landing at the Flying Few, and heard John Leupp on the handheld radio say "No 
60 traffic in the area" which is his standard call to me that helps me determine that I am clear to 
61 land. Note: Operations at the Flying Few consist of always landing to the west (runway 28) 
62 because of the downhill slope when using runway 10. 

63 I then made the usual left downwind approach to runway 28 and noted that there was plenty of 
64 light for my approach and landing (I have a photo that shows good daylight approximately 3 
65 minutes after the event with a date/time stamp of Nov 3rd at 1746 EST. Inspector Thompson is 
66 in receipt of this photo.) As I came over the trees, and immediately prior to beginning my landing 
67 flare, I was surprised by a sudden inability to see the runway with any clarity and only a second 
68 or two to decide on a course of action. I considered for a brief moment whether the sudden loss 
69 of visual acuity was my eyes, fog on my glasses, moisture on the windscreen or some other 
70 factor. Because of my now close proximity to the runway, and inability to see it clearly, there 
71 was a late flare after which the aircraft bounced back up in the air very briefly. When the aircraft 
72 came down the left wheel was in the tall grass which resulted in an uncontrollable deviation to 
73 the left and subsequent impact with the fence. 
74 
75 Further info: During my flight training, John Leupp and I had discussed that landing on this 
76 runway should be okay shortly after sunset and I had landed on it at least once before just after 
77 sunset ;without visual or any other difficulty. I have done 498 landings, roughly 2/3 of them on 
78 this runway, 121 of which were solo landings. 




