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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Ocenter ORear OMinor 
0Right OSingle OSerious 

Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 
Ounknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign 0Lap0nly 0Lap0nly D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-point 05-point D Deployed 

OUDknown OUnknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

State: ZIP: OCenter ORear OMinor 
Middle Initial: ORight OSingle Oserious 
Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 

0Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign OLapOnly OLapOnly D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 0 5-point 05-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs OUnknown OUnknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S) I OTHER PERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H I"MMG8SHrY) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: City: ON one ONone OLeft ON one DNotlnstalled D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dlnstalled -- 03-point 03-point 
Last Name: 0Right 0Serious DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 

Country: 
0Unknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger 00ther 0Unknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown 0Lap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown Ounknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

ORight 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Last Name: Country: 04-point 04-point Ounknown 0Fatal DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew OPassenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

Last Name: Orught OSerious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger 00ther OUnknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- 0Unknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ONone D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name: 0Right OScrious 03-point 03-point D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point 0Deployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- 0Uoknown 0Unknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: KCLM 
Time: 0745 

AirportiD: KSHN ®None OVFRJIFR 

City: Shelton 0 Company VFR 0IFR 
City: Port Angeles 0 Military VFR 0Unknown 
State: WA Time Zone: Pacific State: WA OVFR 

Country: USA Country: USA Activated'!' 0Yes QNo QUoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

IZI None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
DVFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A IZIClass G D Military Operations Area (MOA) IZ)Special 

Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown 0 ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
D ClassE D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: 
IZINational Weather Service 0Company 
0 Flight Service Station DMilitary Observation Time: 

OTV/Radio IZ)Intemet Time Zone: 
D Automated Report 0None 

Distance from Accident Site: nm D Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

®VMC 0Dawn ODusk: QDarkNight QUnknown 
0IMC (!)Day 0Night QBright Night 
0Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 40 (F) 
®Clear 0 Thin Broken ®None (Clear) OObscured 
OFew 0 Thin Overcast OBroken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or 30 (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration 0Unknown OOvercast 0Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 30.00 in. Hg OScattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ftagl ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 50+ miles 
OVariable 0Calm 1Z1 Not Gusting RVR: feet 

0 Light and Variable 
-or- -or- -or- RVV: miles 

Direction: 290 degrees true Speed: 10 kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: 6000 ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

OLight IZI None D Drizzle D Freezing Rain 1Z1 None DFog 
0Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand DHaze 
®NIA D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 

Ounknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals 0 Blowing Spray DSmoke 
DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ON/A ®None ON/A IZ)None DLight 
OTrace ORime 0Trace ORime DCiear Air DModerate 
0Light Oclear OLight OClear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate OMixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere Ounknown Osevere 0Unknown 
0Unknown 0Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 None ® Substantial 
0 Minor 0 Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

Damage to the airframe and flaps. Wings were crumpled from the collision and nose wheel was detached. Significant impact on 
nose/cowling. Right side of aircraft is buried in snow. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Pieese type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

It was a normal morning flight. Woke up and checked weather, my route, the usual preflight planning. Nothing stood out. Gorgeous day in 
the PNW, light winds, and no significant NOTAMS. Normal preflight and run-up. I remember the mag check being good and the carb heat 
working. I took off to the west because of the winds so they weren't so I ight that they were insignificant, maybe 1 0 knots. I remember 
commenting to myself on the initial climb how beautiful of a day it was and how lucky I was to be flying. 

I made my initial turn to the south-south east approaching the Elwah river. Looking back, it was at this point that the mistakes which would 
eventually lead to the termination of the flight began. The Swiss cheese, if you will, was taking shape. 
The first mistake was my route. I could have climbed up the Elwah River Valley or just flew out around the Olympics. I have to admit that 
there were some hazardous attitudes in play including Invulnerability, Impulsivity, and Macho. I wish I had a better explanation for why I 
chose that route but the truth is: I had flown the same route to Shelton many times before and since it was such a nice day I thought it was 
a good time to mix it up a bit. I wasn't so cavalier as to take no consideration of this route. I was confident I had plenty of room to 
maneuver if I need to amend the route and unlimited visibility along the route. I knew I could always circle and climb VFR above any 
obstacles or terrain. 

During the climb I remember flying over Heart of the Hills, which is a trail head I frequent so I knew what kind of terrain I was flying over. I 
wasn't looking at my instruments very much but I do remember noting a tailwind during the climb on course. I determined this using the 
difference between my ground speed as read on the GPS and my indicated airspeed. 

At the time the tailwind motivated me to continue my climb at Vx. I was thinking that it would be most efficient to get to altitude as fast as 
possible and thereby take advantage of the tailwind for as long as possible. I knew that the tailwind would bring me to the mountains 
sooner and therefore reduce my climb performance, but I had a back up plan. If I wasn't able to climb over the ridge, I had plenty of time 
to tum around. I could circle or find another route without distraction due to the bluebird day. 

As I continued the climb towards the ridge it became evident to me that I would not clear the ridge and I would eventually have to tum 
around. At the time I thought this was because of the density altitude. I knew I had passed 3000 so I was losing performance with every 
foot; and I was also aware that the season was just starting to turn from winter to spring so my performance couldn't rely on those cold 
winter morning temperatures. As I climbed my performance suffered and it was approximately 5 miles from the ridge that I remember 
thinking I would have no choice but to turn around. I didn't make the turn then, however. I waited a few more miles for no good reason. I 
hate to admit this but if I'm being honest: it was a beautiful day and I was enjoying the view. 

My plan was simple. I was flying up a valley with tailwind. I was going to tum around and use my bank to shape the turn so that I would 
have enough altitude to climb over the ridge. Essentially, the shallower the bank, the longer the tum, the more time I would have to climb, 
the more altitude I could gain. I was going to make the turn as necessary to avoid the terrain, but also time it out so that I would have 
enough altitude to climb over the ridge. I was thinking about 7000 feet would easily clear any obstacles nearby. I knew as I made my tum 
that the tailwind would change to a headwind. I was planning on using that headwind to help me climb in the tum as well as increase my 
airspeed to avoid the stall. At this time I was climbing at Vx. 

I realized I wasn't going to make it within the first 30 degrees of the turn. It just felt wrong. I wish I had more concrete evidence or 
information but I was looking outside for the most part so bear with my attempted explanation. 

As I initiated the turn everything was normal but my sight picture quickly became worrying to me. I turned right, I don't know why, but it 
was a decision based on what I was looking at. I think I felt I was on the left side of the valley and I would have more room for a right tum. 
Whatever the reason, I turned right. 

'AI:, .... :_ ,~.,...,, .r.-' ~n .....1.-.---- 1 --•=--~ ,~.,...,, , .... _ ---··· ....... &.&.. .... --· ·-'-=- : ... ,.___, .... .e -- ........... --"=-- -•--- ............. ,., .: .... 1 ... 1 •• 1 .c-." .......... , .- ':-&..'-· '· ·- D 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT CONTINUED ... 

As I initiated the tum everything was normal but my sight picture quickly became wonying to me. I turned right, I don't know why, but it was 
a decision based on what I was looking at. I think I felt I was on the left side of the valley and I would have more room for a right turn. 
Whatever the reason, I turned right. 

Within that first 30 degrees I realized that the snow on the mountain in front of me was getting close very quickly. I felt that a tighter turn 
would help me shallow the angle with which I was approaching terrain, and also tum more quickly thereby reducing my tailwind and 
increasing my headwind. 

Passing 30 degrees things started happening very quickly. This is where the airplane began to get away from me. I had stopped climbing, 
obvious from my sight picture, perhaps started a decent. I had also noticed my fight controls feeling less and less effective. At this point I 
remember a couple things very vividly. The snow was now 3/4 of my windshield and I had started putting some foreword pressure on my 
yoke even though I remember having a thought: You are starting to get pretty low to the ground, and you should be getting that headwind 
any second. 

Approaching 90 degrees I began to shallow out my turn as I began to make use of all the reserve stores of energy on the aircraft. Passing 
90 degrees the nose dropped. My mind registered it as a stall and I remember initiating a stall recovery, elevator forward, power was 
already full. For the record, I don't remember a stall horn. I think that in the chaos I just moved it to the background of my mind and cannot 
consciously remember it, rather than it actually not going off, but I thought it was an important detail. 

After that everything happened so quickly its hard to know what I did and what just happened. I remember falling and the impact. Turning 
on myEL T and trying to get someone on the radio. Calling my emergency contact and exiting the aircraft. 

From this narrative I was hoping to leave it up to the reader to make a determination about how/what I should have done having gotten 
myself into the situation I did. I don't want to make excuses but I still can't account for everything that happened in those moments. I have 
spent a decent amount of time stalling Cessna 172s and there were a couple abnormalities. I never felt the airspeed begin to give life back 
to the flight controls. Given the time, brief though it was, I had to recover I should have felt at least a bit of effectiveness return to the fight 
controls. Also I have to say that the ground did come up very quickly. I don't normally practice stalls that close to terrain so my relative 
perspective must come into account when I say I feel like the plane fell with extra vigor. 

Regardless, I should have never been in that position in the first place and my pre-fight planning would have taken me along a different 
route. My decision to change my route, as well as my hazardous attitudes were the primary contributors to this accident. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report 

05/1012018 
mm/c/d.YY.yy 

Name of Pilot/Operator: ....:R~y~~..;a:::.n:...;M~iz:=oag.=.uc:;;.h.::.i ____________________ _ 

Sipamre: _______________________________ _ 

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: -------------------------­

Signature:-------------------------

Title:--------------

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
NTSB Accident/Incident No. 
GAA18CA248 

Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
GAAID 
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Name of Investigator 
HICKS 

Date Report Received 
10MAY2018 




