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Jose J Diaz Cotto

At this time i filled up the information i have at my hands , some of it either i don't know it or the company have that information , the part of 
the total time i can't complete it because the FAA have my loogbook at this time doing a inspection , and already gave Bob the written 
repport of the accident.

06/13/2017

Jose Diaz/ Air America

✔

ERA17FA195 ERA Gretz 6/13/17



Who it may concern : 

Friday June znd I stayed at my house and went to sleep around 9:30pm. Saturday 
June Jrd I woke up around 6am and showed up to the airport around 7:30-7:45. I 
flew to Virgin Gorda (VG) in the Islander (N7049T) around 8:20am and departed VG 
around 9:25am back to S}U. After I cleared customs and finished the post flight and 
secured the airplane I went to the terminal and had lunch. After lunch I went to the 
FBO (AAS) and started the paperwork for the next flight in the PA23 (N21 WW) and 
such the pre-flight as well. After the pre-flight is done and passengers are coming to 
the plane I do a last walk around and visually checked the fuel in the tanks. All the 
baggage is loaded in the cargo compartment, passengers are inside and l start the 
Safety /Emergency Briefing, done with the brief I decide to start the engines and 
contact ATC for a clearance of the flight, we switch to ground control and they 
instructed me to taxi to RWY 8 via N taxiway and hold short of RWY 8 at SS. I 
performed my Run-up item by item on the checklist and everything was working on 
the acceptable parameters, Tower gave me the clearance for take off, after we're 
rolling on RWY 8 we lifted up and left ground, about 100ft over the ground and in 
the process of retracting the landing gear I felt that the plane wasn't flying as usual, 
he was slow on speed and didn't want to climb, I checked the magnetos , fuel pumps 
, throttle I rpm levers, mixture and engine instruments still in the acceptable 
parameters, when I take a look to the RPM gauge I saw the left engine started to 
lose power progressively and the plane started to yaw to the left, I started a left 
turn out to the shore and was trying to go back to the ajrport but at that point was to 
late because the plane didn't have enough altitude and speed , the plane started to 
go down so I took a look outside and I saw that the beach was full of people and if I 
Jet the plane take control of the situation I was going to crash on the beach and kill a 
lot of people also saw 2 reefs next to my right side I aJso lrnew if I hit them the plane 
will explode and kill everyone on the plane so I flew the plane until the very last 
second and make sure we hit just water without the reef or the beach, I made it to 
the water Safely and ditched with the best of my skills, after the crash at the water I 
started to swim to the surface , once on the surface I got burn by the fire in the water 
so I got back down to get away from that, went to the surface second time and got 
burned again third time I got up and I was away from the fire and the plane I started 
to look around for my passengers and I found 2/3 , I tried to go down to the plane to 
rescue the other girJ but I drank to much water in the event and I was on the shock 
still so I wasn't able to keep swimming, a guy in a paddle board came to me and 
helped me to get out of the water I some people helped him too and stayed there 
with me until the ambulance got there to take me to the Hospital. 1 got to the 
Hospital around 3-4pm and received professional help. 




