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9 



RECOMMENDATION (How could this accident have been prevented?) - 
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__- 
Signature and of Pemohfiling Rcprt  if Other lhan PilotIOperalor 



WRWTIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT 
NL420GP Grumman TBM-JE Avenger 

Departure point: KOSH, Wh i iao  Field, Oshkosh. WI 
Intended destination: 169. Clennont County, Batavia, OH 
Services obtained: Fuel, taxi guidance from parking area to taxiway 

All1 times are approximate 

11 :30am CDT. Received in-person weather briefing in EAA Warbird briefing building 
followed by on-line DUATS briefing to obtain radar images, METARS, and TAF's for 
route of fight. Departure weather conditions: VFR in light rain. 

12:30pm CDT. Arrived at NL420GP and began preflight. Summoned EAA Warbird 
m;ar.shaller to discuss engine start and taxi procedures. 

12:50pm CDT. Wth two EAA Warbird marshaller's in place engine was started and 
allowed to warm-up for approximately 7-10 minutes. 

1:OOpm CDT. NL420GP began taxiing in grass Warbird parking area under guidance of 
EL4 Warbird marshaller's. Transition was made from grass parking area to hard surface 
at the approach end of runway 4, and under guidance from EAA Warbirds marshaller 
aircraft was aligned with taxiway P. EAA Warbird marshaller signaled his intentin to 
leave and departed back to the Warbird grass parking area. 

1 :05pm CDT. After determining no lraff~c conflict existed from aircraft entering 
taxiway P from taxiway P-I NL420GP man a slow, s-tuming taxi within the limitations 
imposed by the namow confines of taxiway P. S-turning is minimized and limited by the 
narrowness of the taxiway for an aircraft of this size and type and was performed with 
wution in order to stay on the hard surface. Due to previous several days of rain the 
ground bordenng the taxiway was soft and departing the hard surface would have 
resulted in possible nose-over. S-turning performed at the start of taxiing revealed the 
only visible aircraft ahead as a white high-wing conventional gear aircraft. Once the 
white high wing aircraft had been identified as the aircraft to follow taxi speed and rate of 
s-turning was decreased until the white high wing aircraft was visible over the nOSe while 
taxiing straight ahead. Visual separation by looking overthe nose was maintained with 
white high-wing aircraft. The white high-wing aircraft slowed and stopped on taxiway P 
and then proceeded slowly ahead until exiting the taxiway to the right and stopping 
parallel to taxiway P in the grass parking area bordering the taxiway. Visual separation 
w.as maintained with white high-wing aircrafl until passing where it had stopped. 
Sufficient wingtip clearance existed to pass the stopped white high-wing aircraft with no 
diKrculty or conflict. No EAA marshaller's were visible along the length of P taxiway from 
the departure end of runway 18 at P-1 to the funway 18 intersedion departure point. 
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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT 
Page 2 of 2 

After passing the white high wing aircraft I believed no other aircraft existed on taxiway P 
between NL420GP and the last aircrafk in line waiting for an intersection departure on 
r ~ n ~ a y  18 so I continued to taxi slowly ahead while maintaining visual separation with 
the last aircraft in line by looking over the nose. While taxing slowly and shortly after 
passing the stopped white high wing aircraft NL420GP came in contact with an amateur- 
buik Van's RV-6. I had absolutely no idea where the RV-6 had come from and had no 
ability to see it even after the two aircraft had wme in contact. I don't believe more 
pronounced s-turning would have revealed the RV-6 bul nevertheless thk action was 
impossible due to the narrowness of the taxiway and the size and weight of the TBM-3 
Avenger. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
Page 1 of 1 

1. In retrospect there needed to be a provision for adequate marshalter's at regular 
intervals along the entire length of taxiways to ensure separation between taxiing 
aircraft. Marshaller's should be trained to recognize the fonnrard visibility limitations 
of larger conventionat gear airwaff, and to caution pilot's taxiing near large 
conventional gear air& of these visibility limitations. 

2. Invoke, at least to some extent, established FAA procedures for positive control of 
taxiing aircraft. particubriy on narrow taxiways that cause it to be dangerous to 
make more pronounced s-turns while taxiing. 


