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tion Program Operation Takeoff. Operation Raincheck 
is a program designed to familiarize pilots with the ATC 
system, its functions, responsibilities and benefits. 

4 - 1 4  APPROACH CONTROL SERVICE FOR VFR 
ARRIVING AIRCRAFT 

a. Numerous approach control facilities have estab- 
lished programs for arrivingVFR aircraft to contact ap- 
proach control for landing information. This informa- 
tion includes: wind, runway, and altimeter setting at the 
airport of intended landing. This information may be 
omitted if contained in the ATIS broadcast and the pilot 
states the appropriate ATlS code. 

NOTE- 
Pilot me of "have numbers" does not indicate receipt of 
the ATIS broadcast. In addition, the controller willprovide 
rrafic advisories on a workloadprrmitting basis. 

b. Such information will be furnished upon iqitial 
contact with concerned approach control facility. The 
pilot will be requested to change to the rower frequency 
at a predetermined time or point, to receive further 
landing information. 

c. Where available,use of this procedure will not hin- 
der the operation of VFR flights by requiringexcessive 
spacing between aircraft or devious routing. 

d. Compliance with this procedure is not mandatory 
but pilot participation is encouraged. 
REFERESCE - 
AlX TERUl,V.U R4DAR SERVICES FOR YFR N R C W  
PARAGFGV" 4-I -I 7. 

NOTE- 
Approach control services for VFR aircrah are normaIly 
drpendenl on air trafic control radar. These services are 
not available duringperiodr of a radar outage. Appmach 
control services for VFR aircrafi are limited when 
CENRAP is in use. 

4-1-9. TRAFFIC ADVISOKY PRACTICES AT 
AIRPORTS WITHOUT OPERATING CONTROL , 
TOWERS 

(See l B L  4-1-1.) 

Control Tower: 
a. AIrport Operations Without Operating 

1. There is no substitute for alertness while in the 
vicinity of an airport. It is csscntial that pilots be alert 
and look for other traffic and exchange traffic informa- 
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tion when approaching or departing an airport without 
an operating control tower. This is of particular impor. 
tance since other aircraft may not have communication 
capability or, in some cases, pilots may nor communi. 
cafe their presence or intentions when operating into or 
out of such airports. To achieve the greatest degree of 
safety, it is essential that all radio-equipped aircraft 
traosmitlreceive on a common frequency identified for 
the purpose of airport advisories. 

2. An airport may have a full or part-time tower or 
FSS located on the airport, a full or part-time UMCOM 
station or no aeronautical station at all. There are three 
ways for pilots to communicate their intention and ob- 
tainairpodtrafficinfomationwhznoperatingat anair- 
port that does not have an operating tower: by commu- 
nicating with an FSS, a UNICOM operator, or by 
making a self-announce broadcast. 

b. Communicating on a Common Frequency: 

1. The key to communicating at an airport without 
an operating control tower is selection of the correct 
common frequency. The acronym CTAF which stands 
for Common Traffic Advisory Frequency, is synony- 
mous with this program. A CTAF is a frequency desig- 
nated for the purpose of carrying out airport advisory 
practices while operating to or from an airport without 
an operating control tower. The CTAF may be a UNI- 
COM, MULTICOM, FSS, or tower frequency and is 
identified io appropriate aeronautical publications. 

2. The CTAF frequency for a particular airport is 
contained io the M D ,  Alaska Supplement, AlaskaTer- 
minal Publication, Instrument Approach Procedure 
Charts, and Standard Instrument Departure (SID) 
Charts. Also, the CTAF frequency can be obtained by 
contacting any FSS. Use of the appropriate mAF,com- 
bined with a visual alertness and application of the fol- 
lowing recommended good operating practices, will 
enhance safety of flight into and out of all uncontrolled 
airports. 

c. Recommended Traffic Advisory Practices: 

1. Pilots of inbound traffic should mooitor and 
communicate as appropriate on the designated CTM 
from 10 miles to landing. Pilots of departing aircraft 
should monitodcommunicate on the appropriate fre- 
quency from start-Lp, during taxi, and until 10 miles 
from the airport unless the FAR'S or local procedures re- 
quire otherwise. 
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FLrQUEVCY USE E4CILJTYAT 
AlRPORT 

-1. IRrlCOhI Po Tower or FSS) Communiote wifh UNICOM sIafion on 
published CTAFfnqueacy ( 1 2 7 ;  122.8; 
1U.m 122975; or 123.0) U unable to 
o)a f s f  UNICOM rfuioq nx XU-mnounce 
proceduru on CXE 

Self-innounce on MULnCOM frtqucaq 
122.9. 

Z No Tower, FSS. or Wh'ICOhf 

'3 .  NoTowerin opemion. FSS open Cnmmuniufe wifh FSS on CTAF frtqutnq. 

4. FSS aced (No Tower) Self-maounce oa CTAF. 

5. Tawtror FSS not in openfion Self-maounce on CTAF. 

COAU.UUNiCATIONfEROADCLSr PRCXEDUUS 
PR4CTfCE 

OLTBOtiKD I.V3ObXD LVSTUU,UE.V 
APPROACH 

Before fui ing 10 milu Out. 
rad before Entering 
fixiing on the downwind. b H ,  
ruawry for and find. 
depanure. Leaving the 

Before f u i i n g  10 mi lu  our. Departing find 
approach hx and before Enrering 

fmiiag oa the downwind, bare, (name) or on 
runway for and find. find rpprorcb 
depanure. Leaviag the segmeat inbound. 

Befon l u i i n g  10 m i l e  ouf. Approach wmp[ekd/ 
md befon Enfering 
taxiiag on the downwind. b w ,  feniaared. 
N n W I Y  for Md Gad. 
depanun. Leaving fbe 

runway. 
Befon fasiing IO milesout. 
md before Eareriag 
fui ing on the downwind. b w .  
runway far and Gnd. 
depytun. Lerving fhe 

Before taxiing 10 mil- ouf. 
md before Entering 
fui ing on the downwind, hue .  
Nnway far md find. 
depmure. Lcaviag fbs 

NaWly. 

runwry. 

Nowry. 

Nnivly. 

2. Pilots of aircraft cocducting other than arriving 
or dzpaning operations at alritudes normally used by ar- 
riving and departing aircraft should monitor/comrnuni- 
cate on the appropriate frequency while within 10 miles 
of the airport unless required to do othewise by the 
FAR'S or local procedures. Such operations include 
parachutz jumpingfdropping, en route, practicing ma- 
neuvers, etc. 
REFERENCE - 
AIMs PARACKbTE IU2UPAIRCR#T OPERATION& 
P M 4 G W f f J J - I .  

d. Loral Airport  Advisory provided by an FSS: 

1. Local Airport Advisory (LAA) is a service pro-. 
vided at selected locationsby an FSS physically located 
on an airport which does not have a control tower or 
where the tower is operated on a part-time basis. T h e  
CTAF for FSS's which provide this service will be dis- 
seminated in appropriate aeronautical publications. 

TBL 4-14  

2. In communicating with a CTAF FSS, establish 
two-way communications before transmining out- 
bound/inbound intentions or information. An inbound 
aircraft should report approximately 10 miles from the 
airport, reporting altitude and aircraft type, location rel- 
ative to the airport, state whether landing or overflight, 
and request airport advisory. Departing aircraft should 
state the aircraft type, full identification number, type of 
flight planned, Le., VFR or IFR and the planned des- 
tination or direction of flight. Report before taxiing and 
before taxiing on the runway for departure. I f  commu- 
nications with a UNICOMare necessary after initial re- 
port to FSS, return to FSS frequency for traffic update. 

(a) Inbound 
E.U.UPLE- 
Vem Beach radio, Cenrurion Sir Niner Delta Delta is fen 
miler south, huo thourand, landing Vero Beach. Request 
airport adviso7. 
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(b) Outbound 

EXUIPLE-  
Vrro Beach radio, Centurion Sir Niner Delta Delta, ready 
to tari, VFR, departing to the southwest. Request airport 
advisoty. 

3. A CTAFFSS provides wind direction andveloc- 
ity, favored or designated runway, altimeter setting, 
known traffic, NOTAM’s, airport taxi routes, airport 
traffic pattern information, and instrument approach 
procedures. These elements are varied so as  to best 
serve the current traffic situation. Some airport manag- 
ers have specified that under certain wind or other 
conditions designated runways be used. Pilots should 
advise the FSS of the runway they intend to use. 

All aircraff in the vicini4 of an airport may not be In 
communication with the FSS. 

e. Information Provided by Aeronautical 
Advisory Stations CLl;’iICOhl): 

1. UMCOM is a nongovernment air/ground radio 
communication station which may provide airport in- 
formation at public use airports where there is no tower 

CAUT10.V- 

FSS on the airport or the FSS is closed, use the CTAF 
to self-announce your position or intentions. 

3. Where there is no tower, FSS, or UNICOM sta- 
tion on the airport, use MULTICOM frequency 122.9 
for self-announce procedures. Such airports will be 
identified in appropriate aeronautical information pub- 
lications. 

4. Practice Apprmches. Pilots conducting prac- 
tice instrument approaches should be particularly alert 
for other aircraft that may be departing in the opposite 
direction. When conducting any practice approach, re- 
gardless of its direction relative to other airport opera- 
tions, pilots should make aanouncements on the CTAF 
as follows: 

(a) departing the final approach fLx, inbound 
(nonprecision approach) or departing the outer marker 
or f i x  used in lieu of the outer marker, inbound @reci- 
sion approach); 

(b) established on the final approach segment or 
immediately upon being released by A T C  

(c) upon completion or termination of the ap- 
oroach: and 

or FSS. 
(d) upon executing the missed approach proce- 

2. On pilot request, UMCOM stations may pro- dure. 
vide pilotswith wcather information, wind dir;ciion, 

tion, If the UEnCOM freauencv is desinnared as the 
ti-,? recommended runway, 01 other necessary informa- 5* Departing aircraft should be alert for ar- ’ 

rival aircraft coming from the opposite direction. I . ,  I 

CTAF, it will be identified in appropriate aeronautical 
publications. 

6. Recommended self-announce phraseologies: It 
should be noted that aircraft operating to or from anoth- 

’ 

f. Unavailability of Information from FSS or 1 LhiICOM: 

Should LAA by an FSS or Aeronautical Advisory Sta- 
tion UMCOhf be unavailable, wind and weather in- 
formation may be obtainable from nearby controlled 
airports via Automatic Terminal Information Service 
(ATIS) or Automated Weather Observing System 
(AWOS) frequency. 

’i g. Self-Announce Posltion and/or Intentions: 1 :I. 
.I 1. General. Self-announce is a procedure whereby 

pilots broadcast their position or intended flight activity 
or ground operation on the designated CTAF. This pro- 
cedure is used primarily at airports which do not have 
an FSS on the airport. The self-announce procedure 
should also be used if a pilot is unable to communicate 
with the FSS on the designated CTAF. 

2. If an airport has a tower and it is temporarily 
closed, or operated on a part-time basis and there is no 

c r  nearby airport may be making self-announce broad- 
castson the sameUNICOM or MULWCOM frequency. 
To help identify one airport from another, the airport 
name shouldbe spokenat thebeginning andendofeach 
self-announce transmission. 

(a) Inbound 
EXMIPLE- 
Srrawn traffic, Apache Two Two Five Zulu, (posirion), 
(alritude), (descending) or entering downwindlbaselflnal 
(as appropriate) runway one seven full stop, touch-and- 
go, Srrawn. 
Strcwn traJGc A p s k  TNO F ~ ~ o  Five Zu!u clenr of runxa:; 
one seven Sfrawn. 

(b) Outbound 
EXAMPLE- 
Strawn haffic, Queen Air Seven One Five Five Bravo 
(location on airport) fariing to runway two sir Shawn 
Srrawn traffic, Queen Air Seven One Five Five Bravo de- 
parting runway fwo sir. Departing the parrern to the (di- 
rection), climbing to (alritude) Strawn. 

Sewices Available to Pilots S T .  * . - r  
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(c) Practice Instrument Approach 

EX431PLE- 
Strawn rrafjic, Cessna Two One Four Three Quebec (posi- 
tior: from aiyporr) inbound dzscending rhroqk (a!tirx&j 
practice (nome of approach) approach runway three five 
Strawn 
Strawn traffic, Cessna Two One Four Three Quebec prac. 
tice (iype) approach completed or terminated runway 
three five Strawn. 

a h. UMCObl Communications Procedures: 

1. In communicating with a UNICOM station, the 
following practices will help reduce frequency conges- 
tion, facilitate a better understanding of pilot intentions, 
help identify the location of aircraft in the traffic pat- 
tern, and enhance safety of flight: 

(a) Select the correct UNICOM frequency. 

(b) State the identification ot the UNICOM sta- 
tion you are calling in each transmission. 

(c) Speak slowly and distinctly. 

(d) Report approximately 10 miles from the air- 
port, reporting altitude, and state your aircraft type, air- 
craft identification, location relative to the airport, state 
whether landing or overflight, and request wind in- 
formation and runway in use. 

(e) Report on downwind, base, and final ap- 
proach. 

(0 Report leaving the runway. 

2. Recommended UNICOM phraseologies: 

(a) Inbound 

PHRiSEOLOG Y- 
FREDERICK UNIC0.M CESSNA EIGHT ZERO ONE 
TAVGO FOXTROT 10 MILES SOUTHEAST 
DESCENDING THROUGH (altitude) LANDING 
FREDERICK, REQUEST WIND AND RUNWAY 

’ IIVFORLfATIOiV FREDERICK 
FREDERICK TRAFFIC CESSNA EIGHTZERO ONE 
T A W 0  FOXTROT ENTERING 
DO WA7VNDIBASEIFINAI. (as appropriate) FOR 
RUNWAY ONE NINER (full stopltouch-nd-go) 
FREDERICK. 
FREDERICK TRAFFIC CESSNA EIGHT ZERO ONE 
TAVGO FOXTROT CLEAR OF RUAWAY ONE NINER 
FREDERICK 

(b) Outbound 
PHRASEOLOGY- 
FREDERICK UNICOAi CESSSA EIGHT ZERO ONE 
LLVGO FOATROT (locarion on airport) TUIIIVG TO 
RUAWAY OS€ XI.VER, REQCEST IUVD AND TRAFFIC 
INFORMATION FREDERICK 

TrWGO FOXTROT DEPARTING RL‘NLUY ONE NINER. 
“REMALVING IN THE PATTERN” OR “DERUTING 
THE PATTERN TO THE (direction) (as appropriate)” 
FREDERICK 

FREDERICK TRAFFIC CESSXA EIGHT ZERO ONE 

4-1-10. IFR APPROACHESIGROUND VEHICLE 
OPERATIONS 

a. IFR Approaches: When operating in accordance 
WithanIFRclearance and ATCapprovesachange tothe 
advisory frequency, make an expeditious change to the 
Cli4.F and employ the recommended traffic advisory 
procedures. 

b. Ground Vehicle Operation: Airport ground ve- 
hicles equipped with radios should monitor the CTAF 
frequencywhenoperatingon the airport movement area 
and remain clear of runwayshaxiways being used by 
aircraft. Radio transmissions from ground vehicles 
should be confined to safety-related matters. 

c. Radio Control of Airport Llghting Systems: 
Whenever possible, the CTAF will be used to control 
airport lighting systems at airports without operating 
control towers. This eliminates the need for pilots to 
change frequencies to turn the lights on and allows a 
continuous listening watch on a single frequency. The 
CTAF is published on the instrument approach chart 
and inother appropriate aeronautical information publi- 
cations. For further details concerning radio controlled 
lights, see AC 15015340-27. 

4-1 -11. DESIGNATED UNICOMIMULTICOM 
FREQUENCIES 

a. Communications between alrcraft. 
CAUTION- 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rc- 
quires an  aircraft slotion license to operate on UNICOhfI 
hfULTICOM frequencies and usage must be in  accor- 
dance with Part 87 of the FCC rules (see Section 87.29 
regarding license applications). Misuse of these frequen- 
cies may result in either the imposition off ines andlor 
revocationisuspension of FCC aircraft slation license. 
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