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| NTERVI EW

MR. H LLER  Good norning. Today is January 1st, 2014.
W are in the Holiday Inn hotel in Fargo, North Dakota. And today
we are interview ng, hang on a second, M. Brian Thonpson and he
is the engineer of the oil train involved in DCA-14- MR- 004.

My name is Mke Hiller, Hi-I-l-e-r. | amthe Railroad
Group Chairman for this investigation.

|"mgoing to go around the room and |I'm going to have
everybody introduce thenselves. And what 1'd like to do is say
your first nanme, spell your last nane. OCkay, we'll start to ny
right.

MR. SHI LLI NGSTAD: B.J. Shillingstad,
S-h-i-l-1-i-n-g-s-t-a-d, representing SMART Uni on.

MR. LINDSEY: Raynond Lindsay, L-i-n-d-s-e-y, FRA
Operating Practices.

MR, WLDE: Kevin WIlde, Wi-Il-d-e, BNSF Railway.

MR. KENNER: Dani el Kenner, K-e-n-n-e-r, BLET.

MR, BUCHHCOLTZ: M chael Buchholtz, B-u-c-h-h-o-1-t-z,
FRA Operating Practices.

MR. THOWSON: |'m Brian Thonpson, T-h-o-mp-s-0-n, the
engi neer, BNSF Rail way.

MR. H LLER  Very good, thank you.

| NTERVI EW CF BRI AN THOMPSON
BY MR HI LLER

Q So, M. Thonpson, what I'd |ike to do is start off with
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your day on the day of the accident and all of those events that

preceded up to the time that you struck the derailed grain train.
So in your own words, start fromthe tinme you got called to work
to the tinme you arrived at work, and the conmunication and the

| ogi stics or the details about, you know, getting to the point of

the tinme of the accident?

A Well, on Monday norning, | was called out of -- out of
nmy hotel in Bismarck, North Dakota, for a 6-10 on duty. | took ny
phone call in ny hotel roomas normal, got up, brushed ny teeth

right away, washed ny face, went downstairs right away to the
br eakfast room grabbed a cup of coffee, cane back up, showered
and, typical, got ready to go to work. Wnt downstairs, got a

ride fromour hotel down to the Mandan, North Dakota, crew office.

Q Coul d you spell the Mandan?

A Ma-n-d-a-n --

Q Mandan, okay.

A -- as the town.

Q kay.

A Yeah.

Q The Town of Mandan.

A Yeah, is where the termnal is, we stay in Bisnmarck
Q Ckay.

A There's two separate towns divided by a river

Q Good.

A The -- Bernie, actually gave nme a ride, is the guy's
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name, one of the hotel owners, down.

Q kay.

A Did the typical stopped at Dan's, it's a, like a grocery
store right next to the yard office in Mandan, got, picked up ny
lunch that | get to take on the train with nme so | have sonething
to eat and reported for work.

W got to work. We originally called for an M Laurel -
D |worth, when we got there. | got together with ny conductor.
The yard master brought out paperwork, said you guys, you know,
got to -- we had to double over to go grab sonme nore cars that
were pre-yard tested and what not.

And then in the neantine, he said well guys, | have a
U-train that cane in on the main line. He goes, they're going to
do their -- the carnmen are going to do their test in the
roundhouse is going to do all the inspection stuff. And if it
passes all inspections, no bad orders, I'mgoing to flip you guys
over to that train because | can get it out of here and open up
my, you know, a track to have, for another train to cone in.

And | don't know, 10 m nutes |ater, whatever, he cane
out, it's, 15, 20, |, you know, their tine gap in there. But he
cane out and said hey guys, it passed the inspection, carnmen, no
bad orders, anything. W're going to swtch you over to the U
train. I'mprinting you out a wheel right now and the wheel cane
out, and my conductor went over and got it.

And we went through the wheel, did our stuff, tonnage,

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947



© 00 N oo g b~ w N P

I T o T T = R
o o0 A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

all that stuff, |ength, horsepower, conpliance, all that stuff,
and the -- got in the van and went up to the train.

Boarded our train. | wal ked through the engines. |
took of f the handbrakes in the engines, turned themall online,
even did a pass-by inspection even though they'd already been
i nspected by the roundhouse. Checked the fuel on them and al
that and got up

My conductor went and wal ked up and |ined the one switch
t hat was against us in the Mandan yard. At that tinme, | had rung
up the dispatcher to change our GIB to the correct LEADER of our
| oconotive. And after the di spatcher cane on, ny conduct or
changed the GIB, it's the CGeneral Track Bulletins, to the correct
engi ne nunber. And Mandan yard gave us the okay to take the
signal s and depart.

W took a warrant. Qur first warrant was to, you have
to excuse nme, | don't work the Mandan Iine nuch, it was the
Burleigh, is that the second siding, was to east Burl eigh.

So we departed and got a, rolled my inspection at
Pierce, the first siding. There was a train in the siding there
waiting for us to go by. The conductor did get out and rolled us
by.

We continued on to Burleigh. W actually stopped at the
approach signal to Burleigh as the other train was not to Burl ei gh
yet, and you don't want to pass the approach signals, you' Il knock

signals on that. So |I stopped behind and sat there. And we sat
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for, I mean, X amount of time, | can't renenber, it wasn't a |large
anount of tine that we sat but, you know, 15 to 30 mnutes. | --
you know, the tapes are out, so it'll tell you guys how | ong we

sat there, but --

Q Um hum
A -- there was X anount of tine we sat, you know, and
before we departed, | did proper procedures and train check and

all that stuff. And they called us up, and when they told us they
had pushed it, you know, pushed the button, guys were heading in
the siding. And then we started to depart.

My conductor had taken another warrant to get us past
them and we were comng up to what woul d be the approach signa
now to east Burleigh which woul d be west Burl eigh, the signa
cleared up for us and we continued on our trip.

We got to our next warrant. | can't renenber if our
net -- our next warrant was to -- | don't knowif we had a warrant
in between there and east Wndsor, or if we got one straight to
east Wndsor fromthere. There m ght have been a warrant in
between there, but | can't recall.

| do recall, I know we had a warrant to east W ndsor.
At one point, there m ght have been a warrant in between there to
sonewhere el se before we got one to east Wndsor.

But, an uneventful normal trip. There was no cause for
concern on the trip. No -- everything was, you know, what woul d

be considered a normal day in the operation of a train.
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When we did get our -- we cane up to Wndsor and |
remenber there was a train in Wndsor, and we cane to a sl ow craw
at Wndsor because we didn't have a warrant yet past east W ndsor.
And there was nmi ntenance of way up working on the tracks or
signal or sonmething, | saw a Herzog machine and all those guys out
there, but cane to a slowroll.

W didn't come to a conplete stop at Wndsor. Ckay. W
were down to 2, 3, 4 mles an hour. But ny conductor then got
anot her warrant past Wndsor to DT Eldridge and then to DT
El dridge to DT Bl oom

So we continued into Janestown and cl eared El dri dge and
went downt own Janestown, but hadn't heard fromthe other train
yet, so we stopped in -- at downtown Janestown, North Dakota. W
sat there for not a long tine, again, 15 to 30, 40 mi nutes, you
know, not a long tinme until the other train called us and said
we're going through, what, station is called Spiritwod. And it's
a heck of a clinb out of Janestown goi ng east.

So once they tell us we're going through Spiritwod, we

continue up on -- we start pulling and continue through Janestown
up the hill. And when we're pulling up the hill, it's a slow pull
up the hill, and they passed us and they cleared their -- cleared,

rolled up Bloom And then the di spatcher gave us anot her warrant
from Bl oomto east Sanborn.
W went to east Sanborn or to Sanborn and st opped behind

the crossing in Sanborn as there's an overlap in there. You don't
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want to go past it --

Q Ri ght .

A -- because it'll toss the signals --
Q Yeah.

A -- on a train again comng at you

So we stopped there at Sanborn for again at, you know,
for the amount of time, | can't tell you that, |I'm heading in 30,
maybe 40 mnutes. This one's a little |onger stop.

There was a train working at Berea doing, picking up a
grain train in Berea, so they were doing, their conductor and
engi neer were doing their work. They were having a |lot of trouble
with switches being froze up and all that.

And you know, at one point, the engineer fromthat
train, I think it was M. Copp if |I renmenber right, and M.
Congress was the conductor. | know the engineer had said well, he
had call ed the di spatcher and said we got a switch that's frozen
up, we can't get it, but mintenance of way was in the area. And
he call ed for maintenance of way and said hey guys, are you in the
area? And they said yeah. They said, hey, can you cone take a
| ook at this switch and if it's, you know, really bad, we'll clear

up and let this train by that's sitting at, you know, sitting at

Sanbor n.

And the nmai ntenance of way foreman got up there and |
guess, checked it out. | heard himover the radi o say yeah, guys,
it"'s -- we're going to go -- need to go get sone other equi pnent

Free State Reporting, Inc.
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to get this cleaned out. And M. Copp goes okay, we'll clear up
then for that train and |let those guys get on with their trip.

And so they cleared up with their power and the grain
el evator siding there and canme on. And we got a warrant from
there the rest of the way in to double track Magnolia to KO
Junction Switch, and we continued on our trip.

We, you know, uneventful in and passed KO Junction
Swi tch on an approach nmedium flashing yellow. M conductor did
call out the signal. W passed then, the CP-30, and at this tine,
| -- we had heard the grain train crew talking to Ron Davis
about -- Ron had said sonething about Paul, I'mat the crossing
here at Tharl adson to pick you up.

The grain train had a student engineer on it and the
road foreman engines was on it riding with himand was going to
get dropped off at the Tharladson crossing to, you know, get off
and et themcontinue their trip west, and you know, as | assune
go back, you know, all go back to D lworth.

And we passed which is called CP-30 on our nain at the
approach to the Casselton bl ock --

Q Um hum
A -- at 43 mles an hour on an approach nedi um

They had called out their signal also which would have
been the Casselton bl ock because they were goi ng westbound. They
al so had an approach nedium and | believe they were even down in

the | ow 30s on theirs.
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So | knew that, and I knew they were, you know, | said I
knew they were coming to a stop. | had heard them say, you know,
pi cki ng up Paul, you know, dah, dah, dabh.

So we passed CP-30 comng up to the Town of Casselton.
Casselton has a 40 mle an hour head-end restriction slow order
through it. 1've said | had nmy train at 43 mles an hour, which
is well within the prescribed limts of an approach medi um and

what, you know, the rules are of BNSF.

And | had, you know, wasn't -- didn't have to, you know,
go hard in the dynos or anything as I was only -- you know, | had
plenty of tinme. | was 3 mles an hour over. | had plenty of tine

just nost likely, you know, and this is where things get fuzzy for

me. Didthis, you know --

Q kay.

A -- easily, probably --

Q Yeah.

A -- notched down, you know, and just probably let it
coast in at 40 mles an hour, you know. | did --

Q Yeah.

A -- got 3 mles an hour, | don't have to take crazy here.

| don't have to do anything to, you know, that can train and, you
know, in ny essence, it's kind of controlling itself at that point
because you don't have to do a lot --

Q Ri ght .

A -- there. And | do renenber, you know, as we passed,

Free State Reporting, Inc.
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obvi ously, we had fresh snow that day, the night before, you know,

the snow was rolling and kicking up --

Q Yeah.
A -- and it does heavily reduce visibility.
And but like |I said, | knew |l was on a proceed
i ndication. | knew ny next signal couldn't be --
Q Yeah.
A -- red on ne so, you know, | was on proceed to pass it

within the prescribed limts of what | needed to.

Q Ri ght .

A And the snow, it's kicking up, and | know | even | ooked
over at that train and at this time is where things cone really
fuzzy. And |'ve heard different stories, but | believe I did what
the protocol -- | believe | switched over to channel 39 to clear
our warrant. | think and that's when the perfect storm happened.

They must have derailed within seconds of nme sw tching
over to channel 39. And I know -- don't know if ny conductor, I
know he was reaching down in his bag which | believe he was
probably going to get his portable. 1 don't, you know, everything
went so fuzzy then because within seconds, | came through the snow
down and | saw a C-6 |aying across ny track.

And |, you know, | dunped the train. | knew though,
|"ve been out here 9 years, | knew what was behind nme. | knew we
weren't stopping.

And | -- ny conductor, you know, | think he's been out

Free State Reporting, Inc.
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here al nost 2 years, but newer, you know, and we had tal ked, you
know, on the trip and we stopped, you know, we just tal ked about
normal daily activity and stuff. And | know his son's birthday
was com ng up or daughter's, | can't renenber, he had a -- he has
a son or daughter that had a birthday com ng up

And | know what canme out of his nouth was holy -- what
do we do? And | told himto hit the ground. And we both junped
on the cabin, the floor, and I don't knowif it was, you know, an

hour or 3 seconds. But | knew what was comi ng, and | honestly

said a prayer. It was really quick
Q Um hum
A Excuse ne.
Q Take your tinme. You need to stop?

(No audi bl e response)
MR HLLER Al right. W're going to pause for a
m nut e.
(O f the record.)
(On the record.)
MR HLLER Al right. W are going to pick up where
we left off with the interview of M. Brian Thonpson
BY MR HILLER
Q So Brian, let's continue.
A Like | was saying, I'll back a little bit so it gets
ever yt hi ng.

Agai n, we passed CP-30 at 43 miles an hour. My

Free State Reporting, Inc.
(410) 974-0947



© 00 ~N oo g A~ w N P

T T o T Y S S TN
o o0 A W N P O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

15

conductor called out the signal as required on the -- we were, you
know, proceeding nornmally and he said conming up to the 40 mle an
hour head-end restriction where we go 40 through the town of
Cassel t on.

And, you know, |'d | ooked over and the snow ki cking up,
and like | said, | knewthe grain train was comng to a stop to
drop off M. Douglas at the Tharl adson crossing.

And at that time, you know, and | said this is where,

you know, | said it gets fuzzy and --

Q Yeah.

A -- like I said, I knowrailroad's got the tapes, so |I'm
going to state | will let the tapes speak for thensel ves at that
part --

Q Yeah.

A -- because |, you know, when | interviewed earlier, |
couldn't remenber, | -- you know, if | had sw tched, you know, |

know | didn't switch over to 39 if, until we had passed the signal

and called it out on the -- on channel 70.
Q kay.
A And so, as procedure, we -- | went, fromwhat |'ve been

told by other people that were on both channels, you know, where
one train was on 39, the other was on 70, that, you know, | saw,
like | said, | sawthe CG6 laying in ny track. And, you know, it
was mlliseconds, half a second, you know, | dunped the train

i mediately. But | -- like | said, | knew what | was hauling. |

Free State Reporting, Inc.
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knew how long it takes to stop a train when you' re hauling that
much wei ght, especially on a day that's 20 bel ow zero because your
air doesn't work the sanme when it's 20 below zero than when it's
70 degrees outside.

Q kay.

A And |ike | said, ny conductor |ooked at ne, he just as
big as eyed as | was, and said, what?

Q Yeah.

A And | just told him | said hit the ground, and we both
hit the ground. And, you know, like it was seconds and bam you
know, this -- and I knew we weren't going to just, you know, | --
peopl e would think with that nuch wei ght, you just throw that C-6,

you know, toss it to the side and keep on going, and | knew t hat

wasn't going to be the outcone of this. | had a fully |oaded C6
| ayi ng across your track, | knew we weren't bl ow ng through that
C 6.

And you know, it had crossed ny mnd, you know, do we
junp, do we? And | thought better of that because | knew what we
were hauling. | knew in ny head them tanks were going to bust
open, those tanks were going to cone piling, you know, on top of
ever yt hi ng.

So | knew the best, because like | said, | told him |
said get down and hold on. And it was |ike a thunderstorm when we
hit that thing just crashing and noi se and, you know, | -- that

part, you know what, | can't tell you what happened fromthe tine
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we hit it "til, you know, we canme to a stop, just all the bang and
boom and - -

And we cane to a stop and | | ooked at ny conductor and
obvi ously, you know, thought when | opened ny eyes, are we alive
or are we dead? And |ooked and | ooked to him and I -- you know,
are you okay? And he said yeah, and we both stood up and turned
around.

And | don't know if it was himor nme or whoever first
one yelled that there's fire, there's a lot of fire. And I
don't -- and he's, what do we do? And | think he was trying to
gather stuff. | told himyou get in your bag, you grab your cel

phone, and you run.

And | know he, you know, it's instinct when -- at that
time, | think it was him he even said, he said, we are on fire
al so, our engine. And I, you know, the first action is to get

away fromthe fire. So | know he tried to go out the front door
and, obviously, you can't go off the front door, there was nothing
|l eft of the front engine.

And I, you know, he told nme when he -- went running by
me out the back door, he said the front door's jamred, front
door's jammed, back, back, back. And, you know, that's the |ast

pl ace you wanted to go because ground was on fire, the engi ne was

on fire --
Q Yeah.
A -- but it was our only exit.
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And | just, | reached in at this tinme. | know | grabbed
nmy cell phone out of ny bag because | know | needed to conmunicate
with the world. | know | need to dial 9-1-1. And |I don't renmenber
this part, this conmes fromother guys and other trains, said,
Brian, you got up and you swi tched the channel back to 72 and
war ned everybody on 70 to get out of there.

And | don't -- | honestly can't renmenber that part. But
| have talked to the engineer that was in the train in front of
me, and he said Brian, you got on 70, yelled energency out, told
t he dispatcher, | don't know, it's, the -- we had a crash and |
don't know, it was sonething along the lines of we are on fire and
we are a key train.

And then | -- did | say, you said sonmething along the
line, you said | got to get out of here. And | went running out
t he back | oconotive, exit it because we were tilted a little bit
to the one side, and I went out the opposite side of the
| oconotive and took off running eastbound.

Went to the -- up to the main |ine because that was the
clearest path to run on because there was no snow, you had to trek
to them | was holding to turn ny cell phone on and when ny cel
phone powered up, | dialed 9-1-1 on ny phone.

| know the dispatcher | believe called ny conductor
ri ght away, where are you guys, where are you guys, where, you
know, are you guys? And we just told themwe are running, we're

headi ng east, you know, we're -- we seemto be okay, we're heading
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east. And | don't know what other conversation he had, you know,

wi th the dispatcher because he was on his phone and I was on with

9-1-1.

And | nean, those tapes |'msure, you know, "Il Iet
t hem speak for thenselves. | know | told the dispatcher, |I said
you need to call HazMat teanms, you need to go -- | know she said
sonet hing about, do | need to call Casselton Fire? | said you

need to call every fire departnent.

And at that time, a truck cane up a road fromthe
Casselton grain elevator there. And luckily, three guys, you
know, came up and, you know, "Conme on, guys, conme on," you know,
and we ran over to their truck and junped in their truck and,
guys, | said, we need to get away. | said turn around, we need to
get away fromthis. And the guy's name ironically was Brian

And his two guys, it was a single cab truck, his two
guys that are with himjunped in the back because they had
Carhartts on and all their stuff. And --

Q kay.

A -- you know, as we exited the engine, the only thing I
grabbed was ny coat and, you know, ny cell phone. Everything el se
| just said | don't care, you know.

And he -- we got in the front, and he drove us up to the
grain elevator. And at this tinme, ny phone had died. | had
dropped it when we were running in the snow and funbled with it

all and it got all wet, so it was powering down and poweri ng up.
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But | know the 9-1-1 operator, she told nme, you know, | need you
to stay on the line and | |ost her.

So | got it warnmed up, then it turned back on, and I
call ed her back and said this is a, you know, she said oh God,
good because she thought, you know, sonething had happened to us.

And | said what do you need us to do? She just asked
us, | need you to report to the Casselton Hi gh School. She said
we're setting up conmand post there.

So this Brian guy took us there, and we actually were
there by ourselves until the first deputy sheriff showed up for
15 m nutes or so.

And then he showed up and, you know, just kind of asked,
wel | which, you know, crew were you. | said I'ma -- | was on the
train. And | could hear his chatter on the radio, and |I heard
peopl e, they're saying people are up watching this. And | told
him | said | don't think you understand what is going on here. |
said you need to get those people away fromthere.

And | don't think he grasped what was going on until |
told him | said do you know the story of the train in Canada? |
said that's the type of train |l am And his eyes got big, you
know, then he said Code Red on his radio. | remenber that.

And then | don't know how much | onger until Paul Dougl as
and Ron Davis and Bruce Anderson showed up. They were --

M. Anderson was the conductor off the grain train. Paul Dougl as,

the road foreman engines in Dilworth, and then Ron Davis is an
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engineer in Dilworth that does the nmentoring for the LEADER
systens and fuel optimzer and all that stuff.

And | know Paul got out and the first thing he did is
just ran over and gave ne a hug, you know, said, | didn't know if
you were alive.

And fromthere, you know, everything was just, you know,
taken over by, you know, the sheriff departnent and them But we

actually were taken out to | believe it's the rural Casselton Fire

Depart nment --
Q Um hum
A -- at one point, and they had set up, you know, there

were firemen all there. The chief fireman | know from Fargo was
there. Casselton assisted and a bunch of firenen, EMS, and al
them were there.

And, you know, Dana G bbs cane, one of our train
masters, and then her Beaner (ph.) term nal manager, N ck
O Connell, one of our train masters, you know.

But for the nost part at that point, we were just there,
you know. We did get our -- nme and my conductor both had our
| ungs checked out just as precautionary matter. You know, other
than that, it was, you know, just kind of sit around and wait and
t hen, you know, we were there, but then at one point, one of the
firemen cane over and said guys, we're evacuating here too. W
got to get out of here.

You know, and at that point, we -- | and -- my conductor
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and nyself got in -- well, no, excuse ne, back up here. A
sheriff, deputy sheriff grabbed ne and wanted to do a really quick
interviewwth ne where he got ny nane, phone nunber, that type of
stuff. But it was really just pretty nuch that's what he got,
that's all he really wanted he said in case | need to talk to you
about a -- the report, you know.

And then we got in with Dana G bbs, and Dana took us in

for our FRA testing.

Q kay.
A Then we went to the Stanford [sic], no it's not the
hospital, down in, you know, the clinic or -- on 12th Avenue North

in Fargo and did our blood draw and did our, you know, piss test
and all that stuff.

| got through with all that, which took quite a | ong
ti me because you had six, | think six of us; the conductor on ny
train, nyself, the engineer off the other train, the student
engi neer, and the conductor, so there was five of us to do. So we
were there for, you know, quite sonme tine.

Then we were taken back over to the Dilworth yard office
after all that, and M. Al bacoates (ph.) did our interviews there.
And | eventually went hone fromD lworth at | believe 1 in the
nor ni ng, you know.

Q Ckay, thank you, Brian. That's a good detailed account.
Can you just tell me what your prior assignnent was, you know,

where were you in your work cycle, was this your second day of
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work - -

A This was ny seventh day of work.

Q This was your seventh, okay.

A It was ny seventh start. | was on ny 72 hours of rest,
so when | tied up in Dilworth.

Q kay, so this was your seventh day, and how about,
backup to the 3 days. Gve ne the prior 3 days, whether --

A Gve this to M. Buchholtz --

Q If you -- if, yeah, if you can, you know.

A |, you know, | was plenty rested, you know --

Q Um hum

A -- the night. Coming to work at 6:10 in the norning, I

was fully rested.

Q kay.

A | actually had got actually very good sl eep.

Q Um hum

A | know | went to bed the night before by, like I said, |

got into Mandan, | went to the hotel and put ny -- got ny hotel
room put my grip in nmy room that, got ny wallet and wal ked a
bl ock over to Paradiso and had dinner. | don't know sone type of
burrito things --
Q Yeah.
A -- and ate those.
| was over there for maybe an hour and wal ked back over

to the hotel, went up to ny room turned the Cowboy/ Eagl es gane
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on.

Q Um hum

A | didn't even nake it to halftinme in the gane, and |
know | just said |I'mtired.

Q Um hum

A | turned the TV off and rolled over and went to sl eep.
And | did not wake up until ny call --

Q kay.

A -- to cone to work.

The trip before that, | went to -- on Friday | worked to

Nort ht own or M nneapolis, got down there, tied up, had | believe
around a 9-hour trip, nineish. | believe it was right around a 9-
hour trip down to Northtown on Friday night. Got to Northtown, ny
conductor and I, M. Sine (ph.), went and had di nner along with
our student conductor.

Q Um hum

Q Vll, M. Sine always nmakes it a point if he gets a
student conductor, he takes them out to di nner because then, you
know, talk railroad with him you know, |et himknow, you know,
about the railroad and stuff. And he does -- he's been out here a
long tinme, you know, he's -- actually he was the -- a |oca
chairman that | actually took over for

But me and hi mand her went to dinner on that Friday,

and | went back to ny room got plenty of sleep. | actually was

in Northtown for 18 hours, it was a little nore. | know | got, |
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think I got two, you know, and -- | know | went there 18 hours
plus on -- between Friday and Saturday.

Q Ckay.

A So then on Saturday norning, | just woke up, you know,

normal Iy, you know, didn't wake up to an alarm didn't, you know,
j ust woke up. You know, ny body, | nornmally sleep 7 to 8 hours
and after that, | just up. There's no, you know, no | -- and ne
and M. Sine actually had went to breakfast on Saturday norning.
And then actually Dusty Helling (ph.) joined us for breakfast.

We were having breakfast that norning. | actually took

my call while we were eating breakfast; in Northtown, we get a

2-hour call --
Q kay.
A -- down there. |, you know, had taken ny call and went

to work and had a normal, you know, trip hone to D lworth.

And that night, | knew, you know, which in hindsight I
wi sh | wouldn't have done this, but I wanted to get ny sixth and
seventh start in because hey, you know, as everybody knows the
railroad industry, if |I can buy off a holiday, you know, New
Year's Eve, I'mgoing wait a second. If | get a start Sunday and
Monday, | get New Year's off, so | thought yep.

So I'ma guy that, you know, luckily, you know, I'm --
even though I'm-- you know, only been an engi neer for roughly
over 2 years or whatever, | can hold Northtown and M na pool nost

of the time, you know, I can hold a decent pool.
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And | thought, well, the only way |I'mgoing to get ny
si xth and seventh start is to go to the extra board. So I filled
nmy sheet out for the extra board and it transferred nme, there was
bl ank spots in the extra board, there were open spots |I shoul d
say, so it noved ne over to the extra board right away.

And | believe | was rested at 7:20 in the norning --

Q Um hum

A -- on the Sunday and I went to work at 9 a.m, so |
again, | slept until -- 1 knew |l was going to work again right
away because by the tinme | got home, | |ogged onto the conputer

because, obviously, the phone won't call nme and et ne know |I'm

transferred over until |'mrested.

Q Got it.

A But if I loginand initiate it nmyself, it'Il let ne
know.

Q And so it let nme know right away, you've been, you know,

moved to board 30 and everything was okay. | knew, |ooked at the
board, well, I'm second out, you know, so | know I'mgoing to
work. You know, | figured | was going to work right at 7:20 or
7:30, it was one of the two. | was rested, | figured well, I"1l]

be going to work right at one of those tines.

And you know what was kind of nice? M phone actually
didn't ring until 7:30 to go to work at 9:00, so | got, you know,
but, again, | slept until my phone rang and got up, did ny nornal

things that -- you know, a little different when you' re at hone.
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| grab a shower. | have ny children, which are ny
dogs --
Q Yeah.
A -- got up, you know, took the dogs outside for a quick

wal k, you know, let themrun around a little bit, and fed the
dogs, got ny bag together, you know, did all that, and went to
wor k, you know, stopped at the grocery store like I always do, got
food and that I ed up to Sunday norning to go to Mandan.

Q Got it, okay. One |last question fromne right now, you
mentioned cell phone. Can you provide that nunber for ne?

A Yeah, 701-200-3316.

Q And what's your carrier?

A Sprint.

Q Sprint.

A As | stated (indiscernible) ny phone was 100 percent off

at all tinmes when it's required to be.

Q Good.
A And we -- they said that. | knewto ne, the one thing I
said, | knew we needed those cell phones --
Q Yeah.
A -- because | needed to warn other -- | knew what | was
carrying.
And | -- you know, | -- you know, | maybe shoul d have

told himgrab your radio too, but that didn't cross ny mnd. |

know | had switched over and got up and told people on the
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radio --
Q Yeah.
A -- you know, and the dispatcher knew what was goi ng on,
but | knew | needed it.
My first concern was with ot her people, then nyself.
Then | knew | need to get people away because | knew there were

al ready peopl e obviously pulling up to access roads that were a

| ot cl oser --

Q Yeah.

A -- than they shoul d be.

Q Uh- huh. Yeah, yeah.

A | -- if you personally, | nean, I will go, you can cone
with me, and I will provide you ny records and nmy cell phone.

Q No, we're fine. It is a question we ask --

A Um hum

Q -- all nmenbers of the train crew

A No --

Q So --

A No, at any tine during that trip when we had stopped, we

had used our phones, but we did our briefing --

Q Ri ght .
A -- how it was supposed to be, you know, okay, we're
stopped, I'mset and centered, the area's set, okay, if you need

to use your cell phone or whatever, this is the tinme you can use

it.
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Q Ri ght .

A You know, and --

Q |"mused to --

A -- before we would ever start again, | always | ook at ny

conductor, cell phone off, cell phone off, in the bag, in the bag,

let's go.
MR HLLER It's good practice, it is. | don't have
anynore questions. So what I'Il dois I'Il ook to ny right.
MR. LINDSEY: | don't have any questi ons.

MR, SHI LLI NGSTAD: No, sir

MR. WLDE: No. Thank you, Brian

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  No.

MR H LLER Al right. No further questions.
Wher eupon, at 10: 19 Wednesday, January 1st, 2014, interview with
M. Brian Thonpson is concl uded.

(Wher eupon, at 10:19 a.m, the interview was concl uded.)
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