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Statement of Scot Story, 2014-11-04 

Age: 47 

Project Engineer 

I started at Scaled Composites in the fall of 1991.  I left the company to pursue other interests in 1996.  I 
rejoined the company in the summer of 2006.  I was the Structures lead for the spaceship vehicle during 
the build from 2006 to 2010.  I then transitioned to the Spaceship Project Engineer when flight testing 
began in 2010. 

My control room duty was the Systems Station.  This station monitors the Environmental Control System 
(ECS), Pneumatic System pressures, and various temperatures related to the Bleed Heat System.  My job 
duties were to monitor the health of the cabin environment by watching the cabin altitude, monitoring 
the pneumatic system pressures for anomalies such as leaks, and watching the bleed heat temperatures 
to ensure the bleed system from the mothership was working.  In addition, this station had signals for 
the dampers, the speedbrake, and the landing gear.  The Pneumatic System includes the wing leading 
edge bottles which power the feather locks, feather acutators, speedbrakes, gear deploy, ECS, and 
Reaction Control System (RCS). 

Prior to the release, all the systems I was monitoring were operating normally.  The feather locks were 
cycled before flight and behaved normally as did the bottle and regulated pressures.  The cabin leak 
check showed that the cabin was well sealed and ready for flight.  All temperatures were also normal.  In 
addition, the landing gear was up and locked, and the dampers were operating properly. 

Prior to the loss of the telemetry data, my systems were behaving normally.  I heard the call ‘unlocking’ 
and saw pressure indications that showed that the locks had opened just before the loss of telemetry. 

After the loss of telemetry, the TC repeatedly tried to contact the crew.  As it became apparent there 
was a major problem, the TA began to call in the emergency teams for search and rescue.  The chase 
plane relayed back the crash site and the location of the survivor to aid the search and rescue teams.  
Once the site was secured and the survivor taken to the hospital, the control room staff was asked to 
record any observations they might have and give those and their notes to security.  I didn’t feel I had 
any unique observations that would identify the cause of the accident, so I didn’t make note of anything. 
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