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A. WITNESS STATEMENTS 

1.0 Witness 1 
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2.0 Witness 2 

 
 

3.0 Witness  3 

 

At approximately 15:30 Tuesday November 10 I was notified that a jet had crashed 
during approach into runway 25 at Akron Fulton. Before leaving the airport a visual 
check of the PAPI's was preformed from taxiway P at the end of runway 25. All four 
PAPI's were on at that time and the PAPI's did not have to be turned on in order to 
check them. 
 
After your visit to view the PAPI's at the airport I took the following readings from the 
PAPI's starting with the outer most PAPI finishing with the PAPI closest to the runway. 
3.45, 3.80, 4.17, 4.52. The specifications for each are 3.50, 3.83, 4.17, 4.50. The PAPI's 
are on a 15 minute timer that starts when the PAPI's are turned on. The timer will reset 
every time the radio is clicked three times within a 30 second time frame. 
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If you have any other questions for me, I will be happy to help. Contact me with the 
information below. 
 
Thank you 
 
Ben Tibbitts 
Akron Fulton Airport Maintenance 
North Coast Air Care 

 
Akron OH 44306 

 
 

4.0 Witness 4 

 
 
I heard what I believe to be the jet that crashed in Akron I live at 361 Horton ave Akron Ohio worked for 
Northwest airline and Delta for 27 year was a firefighter and a medic.so I'm outside in driveway sitting on 
a lawn tractor when I hear this jet coming from the west and north of my position I knew it was low and 
the engines where not a full speed I thought it was different,I thought it was on final approach into CAK 
because of its approach I looked up could not see jet because of the clouds where low and misting rain.I 
then started the tractor then did not hear the crash witch would happened just seconds later after I took 
off in tractor I thought to myself I should of listened to that jet more but had work to do,the I heard sirens 
for over a 45 minutes I knew something was going on.I placed the jet moving from west to east above or 
close to East Market st just north of my location,engines where low speed but sounded normal.Did he 
turn on final to the south at lo speed with misting rain and lots of drag and not compensate for the tail 
wind he had and the just drop out of sky I would imagine he was pretty heavy with all 9 souls and 
luggage.I lived at address all my life and have visuals and understanding of both flight paths for CAK and 
Akron Fulton.Peace Robert C.King Cell landline   
 
 

 

5.0  Witness 5 

 
I did not see anything but  
I did hear a very strong sounding jet cross over pour area about the same time. It's usually a Lear jet or 
even Air Force 1 when I hear these because they are so loud. It probably was taking off from Cleveland 
airport. It happened near the same time as. The crash and we live in Hinckley township Medina County 
right parellel to Interstate 71.  The sound was going north to southeast. Mogadore is not far from and is in 
that direction.  So sorry this happened. My daughter is a crew member for Emirates and they were flying 
into Orlando that afternoon so I was particularly aware of flights that day. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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6.0 Witness 6 

  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Ranay Hatherill [mailto:r   
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2015 2:08 PM 
To: eyewitnessreport 
Subject: Akron, Ohio Plane Crash on November 10, 2015 
 
I am sending this email for my father who witnessed the plane seconds before impact.  He did go to the 
crash scene and left a statement with two Akron police officers.  He also spoke with a Ohio State Patrol 
Officer who had him fill out a form with this account and his personal information. His internet service is 
currently not working so we sent this report through my email. 
 
On Tuesday, November 10th, I was outside of my home located at , which is in the 
direct flight path of all planes that land at the Akron Fulton Airport.  I heard the plane and as always, 
looked up to see what type of plane was in the air. I saw the plane at usual height for planes which pass 
over my house often and the engines sounded normal at that time.  I live on the edge of a woods and as 
soon as the plane was out of my sight, I heard a dramatic change in the engine.  There was an extremely 
loud engine noise which sounded exactly like the plane had gone into reverse thrust as planes do when 
they land.  The noise lasted a few seconds but it was a change in the engine noise that I do not hear 
when planes pass over my house.  There was no doubt in my mind that the sound resembled that of a 
plane thats engine was put into reverse thrust.  A few seconds after that , I then heard a noise which I 
believe was the sound of impact. At that same time, all power was lost to my home.  A few minutes later, 
my neighbor heard the sound of sirens and we suspected that the plane had crashed.  We instantly got in 
the car and traveled the few minutes to the crash scene where I spoke to an Akron Police Officer.  My 
home is only 3/4 of a mile from the crash scene. 
 
If I may be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Hatherill 

 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: mike patton [mailto:   
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2015 12:46 PM 
To: Etcher Shawn 
Subject: Re: Automatic reply: N237WR 
 
I have attached a picture taken just after the impact showing my view point 
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7.0 Witness 7 

From: gary smith 
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2015 6:00:25 PM 

To: Etcher Shawn 
Subject: Re: N237WR airplane accident 

I was in front of my bldg heard the engines throttle up as he was banking left 
then the explosion. There was only about 5 seconds from throttle up to explosion 
if you call my cell 9-5 eastern time I can put you in touch with my secretary she 
saw the white flash of the plane out of my front windows cell is  
 

8.0 Witness 8 

 
Hello, 
Below is my eyewitness account of the Akron plane crash. 
 
I was working at 3081 Gilchrist road ste 250 and while on my break at  2:51pm I heard the sounds of a 
jet, this is typical as jets always fly overhead. So when I looked up I saw the jet with it's landing gear 
down. I told a co-worker this does not look right this jet is much lower than all the others and you could 
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have read the letters on the tires and see the curtains through the windows  . My building is roughly 35ft 
tall and the jet was in estimation not another 30ft above that, if that high. Anyhow the turbines were 
roaring and the plane looked fine, just much lower than normal. As the plane crossed over Gilchrist road 
it was still drifting down as though the landing strip was closer than it really was. At this time I could see 
the plane was at tree top height and the plane was beginning to have the left wing dipping towards the 
ground and the tail of the plane was now at roughly 5 o'clock nose at 11 o'clock. 
At this time is when in my opinion the pilot(s) recognized they were to close to the ground and the pilot 
then had to of hit the throttle full force. The turbines let out a very load roar and I could see the air 
displacement come out from both turbines. The pilot tried to pull the plane up and to the left  based on 
the how the tail of the plane sank to the right and the nose of the plane was eking up to the left but was 
still to low.  At this point I'm not sure what happened because well it's hard to explain, It's like the 
ground just sucked the plane in. I lost visual at this point but saw a blue flash I presume to be the power 
lines and not a second later there was I huge explosion(2:52pm) followed by several smaller explosions 
and you could hear the trees popping as you would if you were sitting around a camp fire. 
 
After having several days absorb what I saw and working in the transportation business myself. I wonder 
if the GPS coordinates were not correctly entered or were simply wrong. Example, I have semi trucks 
pulling in all the time to my establishment looking for a specific company which is located several 
hundred feet to the north. I ask the drivers and they say GPS tells them my parking lot is their 
destination. Just a thought but thought it was worth mentioning. 
 
Shawn I sent you a picture and I have a very brief video pretty much mirroring the still pic but if you 
want it I will send it to you. That said, if you have any additional questions feel free to contact me either 
by email or you can reach me on my cell @  
 
 
Regards, 
 
Mike Patton   

 




