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1.0 Loader Statement 

I first handled the the Ameristar MD80 early afternoon when I was able to get back to 
Avflight East. 
  
The aircraft had been serviced with basic ground needs, and our crew was starting the 
process of loading luggage. 
  
I went planeside once it was apparent that there was a large luggage load.   
  
I began the process of loading the fwd cargo bin with Dan Dahl.  I checked the aft 
luggage compartment to see what had been loaded and I found that the rear luggage 
compartment was full. 
  
 
A member of the flight crew was supervising the loading of the luggage and told us that 
we could not put the large trunks in the fwd bin because he was concerned about the 
aircraft being nose heavy.  We then moved the trunks to the mid bin.  I loaded as many 
bags as I could in the fwd bin with Dan Dahl keeping count. 
  
Once the loading of the FWD bin was complete I observed the loading of the mid bin.  It 
was a tight fit to get everything loaded and towards the very end a member of the flight 
crew re-stacked the mid bin, loaded the last of the luggage and closed the 
compartment. 
  
After that was done, we moved all of the ground equipment out of the way, and a 
member of my team marshalled the aircraft out. 
  
The next encounter with the aircraft was after it had left the runway. 
  
Michael Farley 
3/10/17  
 



4 

ATTACHMENT 2 – WITNESS STATEMENTS  DCA17FA076 

2.0 AvFlight Statements 
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2.1 Ground Handler Qualifications 
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4.0 Flight Follower Statement 
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6.0 Onscene Statements 

03/09/2017:  Interviewed Evan Helsey with the Wayne County Airport (operational department).  

He stated the following: 

- He was at the Hanger 1 office and saw the airplane hit the grass area on the other side of 

the airport. 

- He responded, and the ARFF crews were already at the airplane.  He showed up about 4-

5 minutes after the accident, and the passengers were off-loading. 

- The passengers were then scattered all aroud the grass area.  He saw the flight crew, but 

didn’t talk to them or hear anything they had to say. 

- He did not notice any injuries from the crew or passengfers. 

- The pilots were at the door when he got there, assisting in the evacuation.  When he saw 

them leave the airplane, he did not see them carrying anything with them. 

- The flight attendants left in an Avflight van. The mothers and small children were taken 

to a local FBO, and many just walked over to the Kallitta hanger.  He did not see where 

the pilots went. 

- He said the weather was clear and very windy.  He knew the ATC tower had been 

evacuated and there was a NOTAM issued for it.  He was not sure who issued the 

NOTAM. 

- It was not a busy day at the airport due to the winds, according to their day shift. 

- When he saw the accident airplane taxiing out, he could not believe someone was trying 

to takeoff in those winds.  He did not see any previous landing airplanes.   

- He had only been with his current department for 8 months, so he was not sure when the 

last airport drill had occurred.  He did not know of any planned in the near future.   

 

 

3/10/2017:  Interviewed N555NP Baron pilot who arrived YIP around the accident time:  Larry 

Galizi was an insurance representative who was flying into YIP at the time of the accident.  He 

was interviewed on 3/10/2017 with FAA Ops Group member in attendance ( , 

Kalitta insurance guy.  ).  For the interview, Mr. Galizi stated the following: 

o The weather was VFR and windy. 

o He checked in with approach control, and was advised that the YIP tower had 

been evacuated. 

o He attempted to contact the tower, and instead made position reports over the 

frequency.  He set up for a right downwind to runway 27 when he heard the 

accident airplane announce on the frequency they were beginning their takeoff on 

23L. 

o He was on short final to runway 27 when he saw the MD83 roll down the runway 

for takeoff.  He did not see the rejected takeoff or excursion, but did see the dust 

as the airplane overran the runway. 

o When he was approaching the airport, he tuned the ATIS frequency, but it did not 

broadcast anything. 

o The winds were strong, but for his landing on runway 27, they were steady, and 

the landing was smooth. 

o He heard the accident airplane make its takeoff announcement to traffic in the 

area, and it sounded like a typical position report. 

o The interview lasted 20 minutes. 
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