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9733346759 
SEP. 24.28W 6 51PM ' NTSB NORTHERST REG N0.925 P.3 

4PPROXIMA=Y 4 SECONDS BEFORE %3Z AIR- €XI'? 
3 W G E  B&L OF FLAMB ABOUTTEIE SIZE OF A ENGINE ("SURE AS TO THE LEFT ORFIGHT 
SIDE) IN 
H E  REMEMBERS A FUME TRAfL FROM "IbB HE OBSERVED S A I D  AIRCRAFT AS PLANE FELL 

A p P R O ~ ~ Y  m E  T m 3  THE SIZ€ OF TFIE mC€LAFT WAS VISmLE BmGEXT ORANGE 
FLAMES AND B U C X  SMOXE. C€€AVEZ STATED TEAT THE WEA'rI3ER WAS CLEAR WITH NO BIRD 

GROUND HE O B S E R W  A ROUND 

MIDDLE .OF T'KE PLANE, VSCINTTy OF THE FLfSELhGE . CHAVEZ ALSO STATED THAT 

ELOWL. AFTER TRE AJRCrCPJ;TIXIX' GROUND THERE WAS A LARGE mRE BALL A FLAME * 

AcTfvJTY VrSlBLE. 

P3 
AT 1206 KRS, JOHN M;A~COLM MCDONAIS CAPTAIN OF JET BLUE FLIGWT # 79 WAS mm.vmmr 
[ PKONE I 203 322-9593), CAFTAXN McOONAL13 STATED TITAT HE WAS ZZOLDPJG SHORT OF 

31L AT XA'CNTERSECTION WAITING CLEASANCE, CAPTAIN MCDONALD OBSERmD 

"HE SO-T OS THE MRERAFT (RXQHT) X SILVER COLOREP OBIECT FALLING 
C M  AIRIlINEs FJJ6HT # S87 SPININa AND S P U G  IN A DOWNWARD DfRECTION, AND 

NOT A S  FAST AS T'EE -, TH;E SIZE OF THE OBJ7ZCT DESCNBED A S  BET" JdJ ENGINE 
A"Q A TAIL. AS PKE AIRCRAFT DES-ED DOWN RE OBSERvElf A SMOKE CLOUD ( W n S H  
G 'u, SEDCOUDLNC TXE PLANE. 1/2 SECOND AFTER IMPACT. AN ORANGE YEILLOW FLAME 

GROUND. CAPTAINMCDONALD STATED THAT AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME HIS AIRCRAFT WAS 
DIRECTED T.0 RETURN TO THE GATE AND mJRTwER STATED THAT NO O T m  CREW MEMBERS 
OR PASSENGE+RS COULD HAVE WITNESSES THE INCXDENT DUE TO TNE ANGLE OF TEE PLANE 
EXCePT FOR HIS FIRST OFFlCER JAGO. 

#4 
AT 1245 KR$. OEOFFREY $AGO FfRST OmCER OF JET BLUE FUGHT IC 79 WAS INTERVIEWED 

FLIGHT # 587XOLUNG TO 'LHII I;EFT AT A SO DEaRZE BANK AND FALLING. ABOUT 3 SECONDS 
BEFO€U5 IT HIT T#E GROUND 
AN ENGINE BEEpND T)sE WINe I f 2  WAY BETWEEN TH[E WPTO AND TAIL. JAG0 STATED ZiE C O W  
NOT 'TELL IF TRE FIREBALL WAS ON TOP OR BOTTOM BUT BELUVED fT WAS ON THE LEFT SIDE. 
IAm OBSl3RVI3D AFLXNG OBJECT TCJMEiJJNa THROUON THE AIR m , T € X E  AIRCRAPT m C H  
HE STATED COULD WVE BEEN T#E €IORXZONT~STABILIZERR. J A W  FURTHER STATED m T  
THE NRCIUFT APPEARED TO BE INTACT WHEN IFHIT TXB GROUND AT A 85 TO 90 DEGREE 
-ACT 

APP -k ARES THEslT ORBY SMOKE THE AuccR11l;5 APPEARED TO BE INTACT WHEN IT HIIT THE 

CPHOSJE ti 610 5301727s CELL ti610 8 a 2 - s ~ ~ ) .  JAOO STATED THAT HE oasm-mmz AMERICAN 

SAW A F m  BALL CYELLOW TO -E M COLOR) THE SIZE OF 

E%PLODD NSTANTLY WITH BLACK SMOKE THEN ORANQE YELLOW FLAMES 
THEN MORE BLACK SMOKE. JAGO ALSO STATED THAT' THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR wIT)c NO 
SIGNS OF ANY BIRD ACTNITY. 
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T H E P O R T A U T H ~ O F N Y C  NJ 
One Path PlaEa. kney Utf, N. J. 07308 

NON4R!MMAL INCIDENT REPORT 
FOUOWUP REPORT 

Tnur.@Olplsssoo 
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! ME PORT' AUTHORITY POLICE OF Ny & NJ 
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