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PLANE TALK 

If you change your address or do not want 
to continue to receive PLANE TALK, 
please let us know so we can change our 
address listing. 

For more FAA information, you can sub- 
scribe to the VIATIO s 
magazine by calling the Government Print- 
ing Office (GPO) at (202) 512-1800. 
GPO’s code for the magazine is FAN. 
You can also call the FSDO, (402) 475- 
1738, and ask for a copy of the magazine 
and use the subscription form included in 
the magazine. We only get a few extra 
copies of the magazine for each edition, 
but we will put your name on a waiting list 
and send you one when we get it. Cost of 
the magazine is $21 .OO per year. 

As we reported in our last newsletter, be- 
cause of increased security at FAA offices, 
we must keep our office locked; therefore, 
no one will be allowed in the office without 

Congratulations to 
the following pilots 
for having success- - * -  
fully pa~~cipated in 
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in for~a tion is 

otices to Airmen System (NOTA 
has been an area of confusion for many 
pilots. This is largely due to the cumber- 
some system that we all have to deal with 
in getting all of the pertinent information for 
a flight. FAR 91 .I 03 lays out the rules for 
preflight action. It states in part that “each 
pilot in command shall, before beginning a 
flight, become familiar with all available 
information concerning that flight.” 

information is classified into three 
categories. These are NOTAM (D) or dis- 

(L) or local, and Flight Data 
Center (FDC) NOTAMs. NOTAMs provide 
pilots with essential information that could 
affect a pilot’s decision to make a flight. 
You may find critical information such as 
runway closures, navigational aid 
(NAVAID) status or Temporary Flight Re- 
strictions (TFRs). 

AI1 Flight Service Stations JFSS) have dis- 
for all NAVAlDs that are a 
tional Airspace System and 

all public use airports that are listed in the 
cility Directory (NF 
remain on the FS 

system (service A or “the circuit”) for the 
duration of their validity or until published. 

Local s includes information such 
as taxi sures, personnel and equip- 
ment near or crossing runways and airport 
lighting aids that do not affect instrument 
approach criteria such as a Visual Ap- 

Slope Indicator (VASI). Local NO- 
are not attached to the hourly 

weather reports. FSSs maintain local NO- 
for only the facilities in their area 

formation seems to fail 
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Dodge FSS has the jurisdiction for Council 
Bluffs because we were able to find this 
information in the NF . As you can see, 
two FSSs are needed to provide all of the 
information for this short route. 

a Center (FDC) NOTA 
in nature. These conta 

mation such as amendments to published 
Instrument Approach 
nautical charts, and Temporary 
strictions (TFRs). FDC NO 
transmitted only once vi 
are kept on file at the FSS until published 
or canceled. FSSs are re 
maintaining a file of current, 
FDC NOTAMs concerning conditions 
within 400 miles of their facilities. FDC 
information concerning conditions that are 
more than 400 miles from the FSS, or that 
is already published, is given to a pilot only 
upon request. 

Where do you find the published NO- 
S? Well, there is a publication titted 

OTICES TO AIR EN that is published 
every four weeks. It is available on 

the Internet at 

This is to reduce congestion on the tele- 
. The FSS will not 
s during a standard 
ss specifically re- 

quested by the pilot. All information in the 
published NOTAMs will be carried until the 
information expires, is canceled, or in the 
case of permanent conditions, is published 
in other publications, such as the NF 

So how do we collect all of this in fo r~at~on 
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bling with this request, but most briefers 
are happy to oblige. If you have trouble 
picturing any of the TFRs, you may look at 
a pictorial view of them on tbe FAA web- 
site at 
the TF 
another FSS area, I will co 
request the local NOTAMs for any airports 
that I may land. Also, since TFRs seem to 
pop up at a moment’s notice and in the 
case of the President are a constantly 

will ask about any 
TFRs. 

This is just a brief overview of the 
system. You may find out more 
information in the Aeronautical Informa- 

anual (AIM), chapter five, section 
one. The AIM also contains a listing of 
the most commonly used contractions that 
you may find useful in deciphering the 
plethora of NOTAMs. 

never said this was going to be 
easy. Protect yourselves by getti 
the information for your flight. 
good flight. an Petersen, AS1 

The air show and fly-in breakfast season is 
fast approaching. If your airport is plan- 
ning on having an air show with aerobat- 
ics, this will require much advance plan- 
ning with the FSDO, and will involve air- 
space waivers, crowd control, etc. So, 
don’t wait until the last minute, sta 

planning now. If your airport is going to 
have a fly-in, now is the time to be thinking 
about crowd control, aircraft parking, car 
parking, medical facilities, etc. Advance 
planning is the name of the game. 

The Sun h Fun 2004 EAA Fly ‘ and transportation ~nformation. The 
land, Florida, is April 13-19, rch/Ap~l 2004 issue of FAA A v ~ a t i o ~  

ws contains several pages of infor 
y, we have a small 

fees, membership data, driving directions, 
nearby airports, camping and some lodg- 

Spring Celebration of Flight! 

As the aerial app~ica~ion season gets in full 


