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71.33 Class A airspace areas. 
(a) That airspace of the United States, including that airspace overlying the waters within 12 
nautical miles of the coast of the 48 contiguous States, from 18,000 feet MSL to and including 
FL 600 excluding the states of Alaska and Hawaii, Santa Barbara Island, Farallon Island, and the 
airspace south of latitude 25°04'00" North. 
(b) That airspace of the State of Alaska, including that airspace overlying the waters within 12 
nautical miles of the coast, from 18,000 feet MSL to and including FL 600 but not including the 
airspace less than 1,500 feet above the surface of the earth and the Alaska Peninsula west of 
longitude 160°00'00" West. 
 
 
91.13 Careless or reckless operation. 
(a) Aircraft operations for the purpose of air navigation. No person may operate an aircraft in a 
careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or property of another. 
(b) Aircraft operations other than for the purpose of air navigation. No person may operate an 
aircraft, other than for the purpose of air navigation, on any part of the surface of an airport used 
by aircraft for air commerce (including areas used by those aircraft for receiving or discharging 
persons or cargo), in a careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or property of 
another. 
 
Sec. 91.135  
Operations in Class A airspace. 
Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, each person operating an aircraft in Class A 
airspace must conduct that operation under instrument flight rules (IFR) and in compliance with 
the following: 
(a) Clearance. Operations may be conducted only under an ATC clearance received prior to 
entering the airspace. 
(b) Communications. Unless otherwise authorized by ATC, each aircraft operating in Class A 
airspace must be equipped with a two-way radio capable of communicating with ATC on a 
frequency assigned by ATC. Each pilot must maintain two-way radio communications with ATC 
while operating in Class A airspace. 
(c) Transponder requirement. Unless otherwise authorized by ATC, no person may operate an 
aircraft within Class A airspace unless that aircraft is equipped with the applicable equipment 
specified in Sec. 91.215.  
(d) ATC authorizations. An operator may deviate from any provision of this section under the 
provisions of an ATC authorization issued by the ATC facility having jurisdiction of the airspace 
concerned. In the case of an inoperative transponder, ATC may immediately approve an 
operation within a Class A airspace area allowing flight to continue, if desired, to the airport of 
ultimate destination, including any intermediate stops, or to proceed to a place where suitable 
repairs can be made, or both. Requests for deviation from any provision of this section must be 
submitted in writing, at least 4 days before the proposed operation. ATC may authorize a 
deviation on a continuing basis or for an individual flight. 
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91.167 Fuel requirements for flight in IFR conditions.(a) No person may operate a civil 
aircraft in IFR conditions unless it carries enough fuel (considering weather reports and forecasts 
and weather conditions) to— 
(1) Complete the flight to the first airport of intended landing; 
(2) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, fly from that airport to the alternate 
airport; and 
(3) (3) Fly after that for 45 minutes at normal cruising speed or, for helicopters, fly after that for 
30 minutes at normal cruising speed. 
(b) Paragraph (a)(2) of this section does not apply if: 
(1) Part 97 of this chapter prescribes a standard instrument approach procedure to, or a special 
instrument approach procedure has been issued by the Administrator to the operator for, the first 
airport of intended landing; and 
(2) Appropriate weather reports or weather forecasts, or a combination of them, indicate the 
following: 
(i) For aircraft other than helicopters. For at least 1 hour before and for 1 hour after the estimated 
time of arrival, the ceiling will be at least 2,000 feet above the airport elevation and the visibility 
will be at least 3 statute miles. 
 
 
Sec. 91.183 
IFR communications. 
[Unless otherwise authorized by ATC, the pilot in command of each aircraft operated under IFR 
in controlled airspace must ensure that a continuous watch is maintained on the appropriate 
frequency and must report the following as soon as possible--] 
 
(a) The time and altitude of passing each designated reporting point, or the reporting points 
specified by ATC, except that while the aircraft is under radar control, only the passing of those 
reporting points specifically requested by ATC need be reported; 
(b) Any unforecast weather conditions encountered; and 
(c) Any other information relating to the safety of flight. 
 
Sec. 121.542 
Flight crewmember duties. 
 
(a) No certificate holder shall require, nor may any flight crewmember perform, any duties 
during a critical phase of flight except those duties required for the safe operation of the aircraft. 
Duties such as company required calls made for such nonsafety related purposes as ordering 
galley supplies and confirming passenger connections, announcements made to passengers 
promoting the air carrier or pointing out sights of interest, and filling out company payroll and 
related records are not required for the safe operation of the aircraft. 
(b) No flight crewmember may engage in, nor may any pilot in command permit, any activity 
during a critical phase of flight which could distract any flight crewmember from the 
performance of his or her duties or which could interfere in any way with the proper conduct of 
those duties. Activities such as eating meals, engaging in nonessential conversations within the 
cockpit and nonessential communications between the cabin and cockpit crews, and reading 
publications not related to the proper conduct of the flight are not required for the safe operation 
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of the aircraft. 
(c) For the purposes of this section, critical phases of flight includes all ground operations 
involving taxi, takeoff and landing, and all other flight operations conducted below 10,000 feet, 
except cruise flight.  
 
Note: Taxi is defined as "movement of an airplane under its own power on the surface of an 
airport." 
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