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TO: District. Superintendents 
Superintendents of Public Schools 
School Bus Driver Instructors . -  

FROM: Marion F. Edick, State Director f 1 6  
Pupil Transportation Serviccs 

SUBJECT: School Bus Driver Physical Performance Ten Guidelines 

On July 18, 1997 the Board of Regents approved an arnendrnerir :c ::.e Regulations oi the 
Commissioner of Education concerning qualifications for school bus drivers. The amendment clarifies 
the standards for fitness for school bus drivers consistent with the recommendations of the 
Comrnmioner's School Bus Driver Instructor A4dv~sory Committee. The ccmmtree was convened 
p u r s ~ ~ r ~ t  to Sealon 156.3 (c)(Z) of the Commiljroner s Regulations, 
meeting of the Board of Regents. 

LT.~RCS 3 :he X ! X C ~ ,  !596 

The regulation requires all school bus dnven employed by public school CGStricu, boards of 
cooperative education service, or private contractors providing pupil tramponation ~ r v i c e s  to schooi 
districts, to take and p a s  every two years a driver physical performance test. It provides for a three 
year phase in of the testing rquirement for individuals employed as school bus dnven pnor to 
September 1, 1997. It minimizes the impact on the 1997-98 school year by only requiring those 
individuals hired after September 1, 1997 be tested before they may transport students. 

This memorandum of guidance seeks to provide school &trim with d d i t i o d  information 
concerning the new driver physical performance test rquirements, and to provide answers to 
questions which have been raised concerning the test. A copy of the adopted regulation is attached for 
your reference, as is a r e v d  test form and instructions for school bus driver instructon, and a series 
of questions and answers. 

I would suggest that school districts make the test, particularly the weighted duffel bag, 
available to all driven well before their testing date. This will help to alleviate U M ~ C C S S V ~  feu on the 
pan of Current driven who must pass the test by July 1,2000. In the r u e  case where a driver is not 
physically fit, then it would serve as a warning to them of the need to get fit, or the necessity to seck 
medical assistance. 

-9s pan of the Department's school bus driver safety training progaii., we are in the process ai 
developir,g fwc iwruaiond videgs regarding the driver physical periorzxx~x t s t .  One will be an 
lmtructional video for driven on why the tat wu dmeioped, w h  the t a t  e n t i l ~ ,  and how to d e l y  
take  the test. The sec=trid video, for certifid sd:?ool bus driver insuuaors, will detail e x d y  SOW r h  
test sho-ld be a : : d ~ c e i  to minim!ze injury and legal chaiitngt. '&"e hcge :z 
avalablc TO dl schsoi nlistricts and school bus driver instruaon by J ~ L z - ~  :W. 

thm vidcss 



XIENDMENT TO REGCUTIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF' EDUCATION 

?ursuant to s e c t i o n s  237 and 3524 2f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  

Law . -  

Subdivision (c) of s e c t i o n  156.3 of the 

Regulations of the Commissioner of Education is amended, 

effective September 1, 1997, to read a5 f ~ l l a v s :  

(c) Physical fitness. (1) Each driver of a 

school transportation conveyance shall have the physical and 

mental ability to operate safely a school transportation 

conveyanco and to satisfactorily perform the 0th.r 

responsibilitiar of a school bur driver; and shall meat the 

requirements of section 6.11 of tho regulations of the 

Commissioner of  Motor Vohicles (15 NYCRR 6.11) to tho extant that 

- 

such requfromantr aro .- consistent with the requiramentr o f  this 

s?&divis ion and provided that t k a  v i s i o n  standards prescribed in 

secticn 6.ll(bj(LO) of the  r~y~J12ti=z3 z!!' the Coremissioner Of 



( 2 )  Each regular a t  subst;cu’-e drrver of a schco!, 

bus awned, leased or contracted f o r  by a school district shall be 

examined by a physician, in accordance 71th the  p r w i s i o n s  of 

t h i s  subdivision. The physical examination s h a l l  50 reported 

i,mediately on forms prescribed by the commissioner t o  the chief 

school officer of the district. The physical exanination shall 

include, as a minimum, those requirements specified on the 

-,rescribed physical examination report. The examining physician 

shall require the school bus driver to undergo any diagnostic 

t e s t s  that are necessary to determine whether t h e  driver has the . 

physical and mental ability to operate safely a school 

transportation conveyanco. Each school bus driver shall receive -- . 

an annual physical examination, and each driver who is to br 

initially employed shall bo examined within four weeks prior to 

the beginning of serldce. In no case shall the interval botv8.n 

physical examinations excaxi  a lz-nonth period.  



pass d phySlcal Ferforyance zts: zccrzved SY the c = t ~ i s s i ~ n e r ,  

upon recommendation o f  an advisory group  o f  certified school bus 

d r r * J e r  inStr'JCtorS, at l e a s t  3nce everf t.40 years. 

date shall coincide with  the driver's requirement to take tho 

biennial behind-the-wheel road test required by section 509-g 

(Article 19-A)  of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

test shall be adminis=zz;1 :; any d r i v e r  fal lc-di?.g an absence 

from service of sixty o r  z o r e  cansecutive days from his or her 

scheduled work duties. 

The testing 

Additionally, t h e  

(1) A physical performance test shall b e  

conductod by a certified school bus drivor instructor and shall 

assess tho driver/applicant's ability to p e r f o m  the following 
- I  

functions of a school 

manually operatad bur 

operate hand con t ro l a  

bur driver: 

ontrance door, climb and descond bur stops, 

simultaneously and quickly, have quick 

repeatedly open and closo a 



eaergency door. 

(ii) A driver/applicant ;tho f a i l s  any portion of 

:he physical perfcr,ance t e s t  shall be iserned unqualified to 

operate a school transportation conveyance until a re-examination 

is passed. Such driver/applicant may request re-examination 

which shall be a&inistered no sooner  than three days from the 

p r i o r  test. The ccst of such re-sxamination s f l a l l  be borne by 

the employer if t h e  driver/applicant passes the re-examination, 

3 r  by t h e  driverjapplicant if he 3r she falls the re-exasination. 

(iii) A school bus driver who is employed 

school  district, board of cooporative education seL?lices, or 

contractor as of September 1, 1997 shall have until J u l y  1, 2000 

to take and pass tho drivor physical performance test. A l l  

d r i v e r s  hired by school districts, boards of cooperative 

education S ~ L N ~ C O J I ,  or contractors after September 1, 1997 shall -- 
be req-dired t c  ~ a s s  the driver p 3 y s i c a l  performance test before 

they say 
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