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QUESTION 2

SCADA

The pressure trends for Milpitas show increasing pressure values — the testimony
regarding the work at that station indicated that the pressure transducers lost power
resulting in the valves opening. Why would the valves be commanded open when the
pressures were reading higher than normal?

ANSWER 2

In many places there is more than one pressure transducer per line at the terminal,
including ones used for flow calculations. Loss of 24 VDC power supplies affected
transducers used for pressure controls, while the transducers -for flow calculation loops
were still indicating correct pressures. Some transducers used for pressure controls
indicated high pressure and the valves associated with them closed. Other transducers
indicated low pressure and the valves associated with them opened. Since regulators
work in parallel, opening of some of the valves resulted in higher pressure downstream
even if other valves closed.

SAN BRUNO_DR_NTSB_058-002




