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D ate 4/20/06 Title Air Safety Investigator 

luring a telephone conversation w ith M r. Ellingw ood. he provided additional inform ation about the events leading up to


ie  accident date, and he confirm ed that he previously provided a telephone interview  w ith Special Agent Stefanie Vetter.


nm igration and C ustom s Enforcem ent, on 1/27/06. The follow ing is a synopsis of the tw o interview s.


Signature Scott E rick so n

Ar. Ellingw ood said that he w as the pilot of the second L-39 airplane (N lO G XX) that flew  from  Palm er, Alaska, to Sitka,


ilaska, on 1/23/06. H e said he is a pilot for Aloha Airlines, is retired from  the H aw aii Air N ational G uard, and has flow n jet


ighters for 28 years. H e also flies under contract for Air U SA, and has done so since O ctober, 2004. M r. Ellingw oodm et

he pilot of the accident airplane, Stephen Freem an, in D ecem ber, 2005, in San D iego, C alifornia, w hen hew ent to train in

in Alpha Jet that Air U SA w as operating on a N avy contract. The instructor w as M r. Freem an.


In  1!22/06, M r. Ellingw ood arrived in W asilla, Alaska, to fly one of the L-39M S airplanes to Ketchikan, Alaska, and then


in  to Arlington, W ashington, as Air U SA w as repossessing four jets for failure to pay full price. H e m et w ith M r. Freem an


in the m orning of 1/23/06 for a briefing about their flight from  Palm er. M r. Freem an w as w ell prepared, having brought a


aptop com puter, m aps, publications, IFR  charts, approach plates, and a hand-draw n page of diversion airports w ith


3irport diagram s and radio frequencies. They decided that Bellingham , W ashington, w ould be their choice of landing,


after Ketchikan. Alaska.


The tw o m en drove to the Palm er Airport, obtained a w eather briefing at the flight service station, and w ent to the hangar


uhere the airplanes w ere parked. Their w ere told that the airplanes hade been issued a ferry perm it for the flight. At the

nangar, the group from  Air U SA w ere approached by representatives of Security Aviation, and a confrontation ensued


about the repossessing of the airplanes.


C onclusions, Action Taken, or R equired
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k Security Aviation representative becam e belligerentand agitated, and M r. Freem an then identified him self as a U  S 

:ustom s law  enforcem ent officer to calm  the situation. H e did not present his badge or credentials. The ow ner of the


angar arrived, and asked Security Aviation persons to leave the building. M r. Ellingw ood and M r. Freem an m oved their


lirplanes out of the hangar and prepared for departure.

R outing
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- -

is the tw o airplanes w ere about to taxi to the runw ay, Palm er Police D epartm ent persons arrived and ordered them  to


.hut dow n and return to the hangar, w hich w as accom plished. The ow ner of Air U S A  and M r. Freem an conferred w ith the


iolice officers, and a short tim e later, he w as told that everything had checked out. Because of the delay, the tw o


iirplanes departed about 1515, and diverted to Sitka due to w eather conditions in Ketchikan, landing about 2 hours later.

)uring the flight to Sitka, M r. Ellington said that his airplane's C zech-m ade attitude gyro w as inoperative because of his


?rrorduring the restart in Palm er. H e did not provide enough tim e for it to stabilize and align properly. H e shut the gyro


)ff and utilizedthe prim ary flight instrum ent function on his airplane's m ultifunctiondisplay.


D ate 4/20/06 Title Air Safety Investigator 

N hen the tw o airplanes arrived in Sitka, they w ere m et by Sitka Police D epartm entpersons. They w ere told that their


airplanes had been reported as stolen by Security Aviation. The situationw as explained and resolved in a few  m inutes.


The airplanes w ere placed in the C oast G uard hangar for the night. D uring the evening, M r. Ellingw ood said that M r.

:reem an w as in an upbeat m ood, and neither of them  voiced concern about the airplanes. H e w as unaw are of any stress


ssues in M r. Freem an's life. The follow ing m orning, 1/24/06, M r.Ellingw ood said that they checked the w eather forecast


about 0730. Because M r. Ellingw oodw as scheduled to fly the next day on a contract flight w ith Air U SA in H aw aii, he

decided to return hom e via a com m ercial flight. That w as the last tim e he spoke w ith M r. Freem an.

Signature Scott Ezickson
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Vhen asked about the airw orthiness of the airplanes, M r. Ellingw ood stated that they w ere airw orthy. They had been

hecked by a m echanic w ho put the airplanes together earlier in the w eek. Because the airplanes w ere going to be flow n


1 Alaska w eather, tw o particular parts of the airplane w ere checked carefully. These w ere the pilot heat, and engine anti-

:e system . M r. Ellingw ood said the neither heor M r. Freem an had any problem s w ith airplanes. H e described M r.

:reem an as having flow n the L-39 longer than he did, and said that Freem anw as one of the best pilot he has know n.
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D ate 1/27/06 

D uring a visit to the Pro M ech hangar, located at Peninsula Point, M r. G race reported that he w as w orking outside on the

ram p area behind the hangar, betw een the hangar and the Tongass N arrow s. H e said he w as m oving a float plane via a


m odified truck, and just before 1300, noticed a m ilitary fighter jet descending at a high rate of speed, nose and w ings


level,w ith the  landing gear dow n. M r. G race said the airplane w as m oving fast, and descending fast on about a 20 to 25


degree angle tow ard the w ater from  about 200 feet. It had just passed over a M arine H ighw ay ferry vessel and as he

w atched, it flew  into the w ater about 100 yards from  the shore at Peninsula Point. H edid not notice the presence of w ing


drop tanks, and did not notice the position of the flaps or speed brakes. The airplane collided w ith the w ater, w hich


produced a large splash and enveloped the airplane. It skipped into the air about 10 feet, and hit the w ater again,


producing another large splash. The airplane again skipped into the air about 10 feet and hit the w ater a third tim e, w ith


lust the landing gear hitting the w ater. M r.G race  said he thought there w as som e type of sheen on the w ater w here the


airplane skipped. Because he w as inside the cab of the truck, he said he did not hear any engine noise. H e did not see


any flam es or sm oke from  the airplane. After the airplane hit the w ater the third tim e, it began to clim b aw ay and bank to


the right, and M r. G race lost sight of the jet. H esaid the w ind w as blow ing hard enough to cancel a test flight of a de

H avilland D H C -3. H e estim ated the w ind as from  the northw est, about 30 knots, w ith blow ing snow  and a visibility of


about %  m ile. Three feet-high w aves w ere present on the w ater. H e said he could see the outline of the blue-colored hull

of the C olum bia, but could not see the w hite-colored superstructure. M r. G race stated that he is a pilot.


Title Air Safety Investigator Signature Scott E rick son

C onclusions, Action Taken, or R equired
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Erickson S cott

From :

Sent:

To: Erickson Scott


c c : D onald.LeC lair

Subject: Ketchikan L39 accident

Friday, February 10,2006 11 :40 AM 


Scott Erickson. N TS B

I talked to D on LeC lair and you at the Prom ech Air hanger at Peninsula Point about this accident. I am  an aircraft m echanic, I


w ork for Prom ech air. I have w orked prim arily at Peninsula Point for 21 years (since February, 1985) for three different com panies


that have m aintained fixed w ing aircraft from  that facility. I have also w orked on aircraft at the Ketchikan airportfrom  tim e to tim e. I


have w atched m any floatplanes land, take-off and fly by, very close to the hanger. I have not w orked m uch w ith aircraft that fly and


land fast so I cannot guess at the aircrafts actual speed, but it w as flying faster than anything I have ever been that close to.


O n Jan 25, 2006 I saw  a sm all, green cam ouflage, jet fighter looking aircraft approaching dow nw ind from  the northw est, com ing in

level, it w as m oving fast and descending fast. It had just passed over a ferry approaching from  the sam e direction. The aircraft had


its landing gear dow n, I did not see it rocking side to side or pitching the nose up or dow n, I did not notice any flaps or air brakes.


The jet flew  right into the w ater, it did not flair, or slow  its descent, it just hit the w ater bounced hit again bounced and hit a third


tim e but not nearly as hard and clim bed skyw ard out of m y vision tow ards the right. The splash from  the aircraft hitting the w ater


com pletely covered the aircraft from  m y vision on the first and second hit the third tim e the aircraft hit the w ater it w as not nearly


as hard, just the landing gear hit the w ater and the plane started to clim b back into the sky. I w as inside a "G atoT (aircraft ground-

spotting vehicle) m oving a running aircraft, so I did not hear any engine noise from  the jet. I did not see any flam es or sm oke


either. W hen the jet clim bed, the w ing of the aircraft I w as m oving w as betw een m e and the jet, so I lost sight of it as soon as it

started to clim b. The jet hit the w ater 100-200 yards from  shore, the first hit w as directly behind the Prom ech Air's blue hanger. It


hit the w ater three tim es in about 200 yards' distance heading tow ards tow n (southeast). After the aircraft clim bed and I lost sight


of it I noticed that the w ater surface w here the aircraft hit had a odd, shiny or glossy look to it for a w hile, like there w as a fuel spill.


The w eather w as blow ing hard enough that w e canceled our test flight of an aircraft and the O tter that w as being pulled out of the


w ater w as having a real hard tim e turning around for the dow nw ind w ater-taxi approach to the trailer. I w ould estim ate the w ind to


be northw esterly at 30+ knots. It w as also snow ing, to the northw est I could m ake out the outline of the Islands on each side of the


ferry, I coiJ!d see the blue hull of the ferry but I could not m ake out the w hite superstructure through the snow . I could see the


shore across the channel and to the southeast I could see the lights at the northw est end of the airport but I could not m ake out


any of the airport features. There w as about %  m ile visibility.


Sincerely


R obert D .G race

2/10/2006
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luring a telephone conversation w ith M s. Sam alot. she provided additional inform ation about her observations of the

ccident, and confirm ed that she previously provided an interview  w ith Special Agent Stefanie Vetter, Im m igration and


:ustom s Enforcem ent, along w ith Special Agent Eric Schw alber. FBI, on 1/26/06. The follow ing is a synopsis of the tw o


iterview s.
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rt 1250, M s. Sam alot exited the back door of the A  &  P G rocery Store building, w hich placed her in the parking lot, north


If the building. She said she heard an airplane engine sound that, "did not sound right." The engine w as m aking a


puttering sound, sim ilar to the sound of a car engine that "is m issing the tim ing w hen attem pting to start" M s. Sam alot


.aid that she had been a m ilitary w ife and recognized the sound of an airplane engine, and recognized that this one did


lot sound right. She then heard a loud "bang", and looked up tow ard the w est. From  her point of view  in the parking lot,


iver the top of a taller building than the one she just exited, she said she saw  w hat looked like an airplane canopy, and


J S  ~  in front of the canopy, she saw  a sm all parachute. She described the parachute as not full, and thought to herself,


this is not good." From  her angle of view , M s. Sam alot said it appeared that the parachute w as going to land on the roof

)f the building next to the A & P , and it appeared to be about 10 feet above the building. She could not see the seat of the


iirplane.

~


ubject L-39M S accident 

bls. Sam alot then saw  the airplane com e to rest in the parking lot. This w as just after it struck a trailer, w hich she said


appeared to have been cut in half. She saw  a w om en, a child, and young m an running from  the area of the trailer. The

3irplane w as on-fire, as w ell as the trailer. She called 911, and stated that the w hole incident happened in less than 1


ninute. M s. Sam alot said that the visibility w as very low , and it w as snow ing very hard.


D ate 5/5/06 Title Air Safety Investigator 

;oncIusions, Action Taken, or R equired


Signature Scott Erickson
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Subject L-39M S accident
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Mr. M orin reported the he w as near the Texaco gas station, located on Tongass Blvd, near the airport ferry term inal. H e


observed the accident airplane on the north side of the road, about 100 feet above the ground. H e estim ated the airspeed

w as about 100 knots, the landing gear w as up, the flaps w ere dow n, the engine pow er w as on, and the w ings w ere


rocking. M r M orin said that the airplane passed over the telephone poles along the road and he saw  the canopy blow  off,


pow ered by tw o cylinders. The airplane roiled to the left and pitched up and hit the ground tail first. H e said he did not


C onclusions, Action Taken, or R equired
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n a telephone conversation w ith M r. Lake on M arch 9.2006, he reported that he w as driving northbound on Tongass


W d., in Ketchikan, and observed the accident airplane over the Tongass N arrow s, about m id-channel. The airplane


ippeared to be betw een 100 to 150feet w ith the landing gear up. H e said he looked back along a visual line of sight


)etw een the Ketchikan runw ay and W olf Point and saw  the airplane begin a 30 to40 degree nose-up clim b. M r. Lark said

he w eather conditions included about a 500 to 800 foot ceiling, w ith good visibility. H e also said that snow  began after


he accident.


C onclusions, Action Taken, or R equired
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In a telephone conversation w ith M r. Lake on M arch 9, 2006, he reported that he w as driving northbound on Tongass


Blvd.. in Ketchikan. and observed the accident airplane over the Tongass N arrow s, about m id-channel. The airplane


appeared to be betw een 100 to 150 feet w ith the landing gear up. H e said he looked back along a visual line of sight


betw een the Ketchikan runw ay and W olf Point and saw  the airplane begin a 30 to 40 degree nose-up clim b. M r. Lark said


the w eather conditions included about a 500 to 800 foot ceiling, w ith good visibility. H e also said that snow  began after
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the accident.


Ketchikan, AK


C onclusions, Action Taken, or R equired


Air Safety Investigator 

Signature Scott Erickson
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Ar. H alverson reported that he w as on Shoreline D rive, located near the edge of the Tongass N arrow s channel. H e saw 


he accident airplane com ing dow n the channel, and it w as about 60 feet above the w ater, and about 100 yards from  the


ihore. The airplane continued dow n the channel and banked inland, and clim bed to about 100 feet, about %  m ile from 


'eninsula Point. M r. H alverson said the engine w as m aking noise, and the airplane w as in a slight clim b. H e said he did


lot notice w hether the landing gear w as up or dow n, and hedid not notice w ing drop tanks. The ceiling w as about 200

eet, w ith a visibility of about 1 m ile in blow ing snow , and the w ind w as about 15 to 20 knots.

lam e (s) of Person (s) contacted or in conference and location


Pete H alverson


Ketchikan, AK
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ir. Painter reportedthat he w as at the top of a boat ram p located across the street from  the crash site. H e said he heard


it engine noise, and then saw  the airplane over a m etal building across from  his location. The airplane w as about 200


:et above the ground, the w ings w ere rocking, and the airspeed w as about 100 m ph. M r. Painter said the airplane


anked to the left, and engine pow er w as pulled back. The canopy began to blow  off, but he said it pivoted from  the front


dge about 40 degrees, and did not open com pletely. M r. Painter reported that the pilot's ejection seat w ent through the


anopy glass. H esaw  tw in vapor trails from  the pilot's seat sides as it departed the airplane, but he also thought the seat


lay have struck the canopy. H ethen  saw  a sm all drogue parachute deploy, w hite or red in color. H e lost sight of the

irplane and seat, and began a search for the pilot in the open lot area of the initial im pact, but w as unable to find the


ilot. M r. Painter said the attitude of the airplane w as ievel at the tim e of the ejection, but the airplane nosed dow n w hen


ie engine pow er w as pulled back. The landing gear w as up. H eindicated the visibility w as good, w ithout snow , as he


ould see across the channel to the airport, and the ceiling w as about 500 feet.
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m  e  (s) of Person (s) contacted or in conference and location


Larry G reen

lr. G reen reportedthat he w as at his shop, located above the W alM art store, w hich is off Tongass Blvd. H e said he

bserved the accident airplane about 100 to 150feet, northboundover the channel. M r. G reen said the airplane then


lade a 180 degree turn near Tem sco H elicopterfacility, and  headed tow ard the tow n. H e indicated that the engine


ounded labored, the nose gear w as dow n, and the airplane w as in about a 10 degree nose up clim b to about 200 feet,

he airplane then w ent out of his view  behind trees. The ceiling w as betw een 300 and 500 feet, and the visibility w as


ood.
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D ate 3110106 Title Air Safety Investigator 

Signature Scott Erickson




