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6 ✔

Landing gear collapsed.  Three of four wing panels damaged.  Tail surfaces damaged.  Engine and propeller damaged.

No damage to property (landed in open field with no crops).
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Aircraft is open cockpit.  Aircraft flipped and came to rest upside-down, so pilot exited by releasing seatbelt/harness and crawling out from under the aircraft.
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No applicable NOTAMS in local (Longmont) area.
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Location of flight: Colorado Antique Field (private airfield) ID 8CO7
Takeoff time: Approx. 1330 Mountain
Intended Destination: Local flight

I was invited by the aircraft owner to fly his Rose Parakeet biplane.  This was to be my first time flying this particular make of aircraft, which is similar in size
and power to the single place, open cockpit "taildragger" biplane that I have flown for 400 hours over the past 28 years.  I did a preflight inspection, including
checking the fuel and oil.  The fuel tank was about half full.  I climbed into the cockpit and spent some time familiarizing myself with the layout of controls and
instruments.  I started the engine and taxied to the intersection of the taxiway and the grass runway.  I performed pre-takeoff check and did engine run-up,
then back-taxied to the west end of the runway.  I waited there for about a minute waiting to see if another aircraft on final was going to land or just fly by. 
After it flew by, I lined up on the runway and added power for take-off.

After getting airborne, I climbed out at about 70 mph indicated, and did a little jog to the south of the runway in order to better see the trees at the east end of
the runway.  After passing the trees and going a little further, I made a left turn to the north, planning to climb to an altitude where I could do a little air-work
and get the feel of the airplane.  It was at this point, less than a quarter mile from the east end of the runway, that I sensed the loss of power.  I estimate this
to have been at about 500 feet AGL.   I instinctively lowered the nose and began looking for a place to land.  There appeared to be too many obstacles to the
north, so I turned 90 degrees to the left thinking I might be able to return to the runway, but it became apparent that I was sinking too rapidly to clear the
trees.  I continued to lower the nose trying to maintain airspeed, but seemed to be continually on the edge of a stall.  I kept pushing the nose down and aimed
for the clear field immediately below and realized that I was not going to have a choice about where I landed, but wanted to be able to flare with enough
airspeed to at least control my attitude until I touched down.  Due to the low altitude when the engine quit, I had no time to turn attention to trying to figure out
how to get the engine running again.

At that point, I hit the ground hard in a flat attitude and bounced after collapsing the landing gear.  The next bounce resulted in digging into the dirt and
flipping over.  Things did not go in "slow-motion" as I have heard others describe in their experiences.  However, I was very alert, to the point of thinking to
tuck my chin for fear of hitting my head on the ground when the plane came to rest upside down.  When things stabilized, I noticed fuel leaking from the tank
cap and realized I needed to get out in case of fire.

I unbuckled the harness and lowered to the ground onto my shoulder, then slid out from under the aircraft.  I walked around the aircraft, wiping the dirt and oil
from myself, and otherwise checking for any open cuts or other injury.  Convinced I was not hurt, I turned my attention back to the aircraft and remembered I
had put my wallet in the storage area behind the cockpit.  While retrieving the wallet, I thought to look at the fuel valve which I had had difficulty seeing while
doing the pre-takeoff check due to its position underneath and forward of the instrument panel.  I found the selector handle to be in the "OFF" position,
confirming my fear that I had misread the selector valve position prior to takeoff.

At this point, people started arriving on the scene.  I was driven back the hanger to sit in the shade.  I was then driven to the local emergency room where
numerous tests were administered, confirming there were no injuries other than superficial bruises and scratches.

More attention should have been paid to assuring fuel valve was in correct position prior to take-off.
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