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INSTRUCTIONS - Summarize the results of the station Inspection in narrative form and distribute as follows: 
TYPE OF STATION ORIGINAL TO : - 

Nws Regional headquarters Station NWS Headquarters. ATTN: WIOS0141 
Other Regional Headquarters Supervisory Station NWS Headquarters, ATIN: WIOS0141 

SUMMARY 

The FAA tower facility at Sardy Field in Aspen, CO was visited on October 3, 2000 for a routine station 
inspection. At the Aspen tower (ASE) I met with weather observers Alex Mikhalek, Jeremy Noble, Dwayne 
Thomton and Mark Nagoda. All were helpful in patiently answering my questions and pointing things out 

Certified observers at the Aspen Station are: 
Tammy Ford #138736 
Gentri Gemar #138783 
Virginia M. Golden #136797 
Clarissa Hendricks M38813 
R. J. Holt Houser #133010 
David Jackson #138120 
Alex Mikhalek #138812 
Claire Mileca #137055 
Steve Mitchell 
Mark Nagoda #139426 
Jeremy Noble #139031 
Scott Phipps #139030 
Kevin Stelfzlen #13763l 
Dwayne Thomton 
Eric Toll #138859 

New obsenrer - cert number not available at visit 

#139500 ( new Central Region cert number) 

The Aspen station is equipped with a cokmissbned ASOS. Certified observers serve to augment and backup 

All weather observers at the Aspen station are air traffic controllers. The ASOS OID is located in the ATC tower 

h e  ASOS. The last hspedion of the Aspen station by the Grand Junction office was 07/14/1999. 

from whkh augmentation is done. 

- .2_ 

The primary observation manual on station was the FAA 7900.549. (Obsenrers mentioned the desire to have on 
station a copy of the WSOH no.8 for reference. I will see that they receive one.) Wind equipment with digital 
readout in the tower was in good working order. Vitbi l i  charts were checked, initialed and dated. 



L 

An FAA owned mercury barometer remained on station ... but was no longer in use. Backup altimeter readings 
are made from a DASI. At the time of my visit the DASl compared quite favorably against the digiquarh 
standard ... as did the ASOS. 

ASE tower does not have backup temperaturddewpoint instrumentation ... and therefore will be rated 
unsatisfactory this visit. As a L A W S  I I ,  ASE is required to have a backup thermometer ... and as a TAF site, ASE is 
required to have a means of measuring a dewpoint temperature. Station Manager Barb DuBrul is to return from 
leave on 10/16. A thirty day grace period to correct the problem will begin on the day of her return. The ASE 
station must have ba6kup temperaturddewpoint equipment by 11/15/2000 or the LAWRS II contract existing 
between ASE and the National Weather Service may be justifiably canceled. I would suggest the purchase of a 
sling psychrometer, and I will provide ASE with a list of retail outlets from which a sling may be obtained. 

The A1 and A3 forms were reviewed with an update pending the obtaining of temperatureldewpoint equipment. 

Outside of the temperatureldewpoint equipment problem, I feel the Aspen Station runs smoothly and does an 
adequate job of fulfilling its requirements as a LAWS It station. . 

ACTION ITEM for the Aspen tower personnel ... 
Obtain equipment to provide temperature and dew point in the event of an ASOS outage. Upon obtaining the 

necessary equipment please notify me (Dan Cuevas) by phone (970-256-9463), and provide 'proof ' of purchase by 
fax (970-257-0452) or postal service. A follow-up inspection will then be scheduled. 
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Certified observers at the Aspen Station are: 
Tammy Ford #138736 
Gentri Engelke #138783 
Virginia M. Golden #136797 
Clarissa Hendricks #138813 
R. J. Holt Houser #133010 
David Jackson #138120 
Alex Mikhalek #138812 
Claire Mileca #137055 
Steve Mitchell #139630 
Mark Nagoda # I  39426 
Jeremy Noble #139031 
Scott Phipps #139030 
Kevin Steltzlen . M37631 
Dwayne Thornton #139500 
Eric Toll #138859 

The Aspen station is equipped with a commissioned ASOS. Certified obsetvers serve to augment and backup 

All weather obsetvers at the Aspen statioz'xair traffic controllers. The ASOS OID is located in the ATC tower 

The primary obsetvation manual on station was the FAA 7900.5A (Observers mentioned the desire to have on 

the ASOS. The last inspection of the Aspen station by the Grand Junction office was 1 OM12000. 

from whjch augmentation is done. 

station a copy of the WSOH no. 8 for reference as a study guide. I will see that they receive one.) Wind 
equipment with direction and speed readout was in good working order. Visibility charts were checked, initialed and 
dated. 

'TOTAL 1 RARQMC- I t-I? I TOTAI CORRFCTION 
MERCURY I I 



I An FAA owned mercury barometer remained on station ... but was no longer in use. Backup altimeter readings 
ire made from a DASI. At the time of my visit the DASI compared favorably against the digiquartz standa rd... as did 
he ASOS. 

The ASE tower has the ability to obtain backup temperature and dew point readings by using the instrumentation 
:automated psychrometer) that their technicians use to calibrate the area AWOS's. Since this instrument is 
msionally required for use on the road, another form of psychrometer will be obtained for backup purposes. I will 
brward Barbara a list of outlets in which she can obtain a psychrometer. 

Prior to the inspection, there was question as to whether or not controllers on duty could obtain accurate 
smperatureldew point readings in the event the ASOS went down. Barbara assured me that either controllers .on 
m a r  would obtain the information, or on duty controllers could leave the tower cab to obtain the information. I 
lave agreed to this arrangement and am comfortable with it. 

The A1 and A3 forms will be updated once the station obtains additional backup equipment. 

I feel the Aspen station runs smoothly and does an adequate job of fulfilling its requirements as a L A W S  station, 
and will rate them satisfactory. 

4CTION ITEM for the Aspen tower personnel ... 
Obtain additional backup equipment to provide temperature and dew point in the event of an ASOS outage. 

Upon obtaining the necessary equipment, please notify either myself (John Kyle), or Dan Cuevas by phone (970- 
243-7007). 






































































































































