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STATEMENT 

National Weather Service Office 
Charlotte Douglas International Airport 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28208 
July 02,1994 

The following is a report concerning the aircraft accident 
at Charlotte Doug]as International Airport. The accident 
occurred Jn July 2, 1994, at approximately 1745 Eastern 
Standard Time (EST). 

My name is John Welch. I am employed as a Weather Service 
Specialist at the Weather Service Office, Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

All times are in Eastern Standard Time (EST). To convert to 
Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) add one hour. 

The usual point for observin~ the weather is on the roof 
of the weather office. The instruments for temperature, 
wind, altimeter setting, ceiling, and precipitation are 
located inside the weather office at the observer's console. 
The instruments' sensors are located about 500 feet 
north~est of the weather office, just past the fence on 
Airport property. They are connected to the office through 
power lines. 

Some visibility markers are the NCNB building in downtown 
Charlott~ which is about six miles east of the airport 
and the WBTV Towers are little more than 6 miles to the 
south of the airport. The control tower at Charlotte Air?ort 
is one miles northwest of the weather office. The light on 
top o£ the old terminal at Charlotte Airport is about one 
half mi.le to ~he west of the weather office. 

The temperature and dew point readings are taken from the 
hygrothermometer at the observers console. 

The wind speed and wind direction readings are observed at 
the observer's console from the wind speed and direction 
indicators. We also have a gust recorder, which charts a 
continuous record of wind speed in knots. 

The cei~ing is measured by the ~ase~ Beam Ceilometer which 
can measure cloud heights from the ground up to 12,000 feet 
above the ground. 

The rain fall is measured from the weighing gauge on the 
roof of the weather office and the rate of rain fall is 
obsei·ved from the multi-recorder in the observer's console. 
The multi-recorder records sunshine and rain fall from 
the tipping bucket located on the roof. C) 
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The altimeter setting indicator shows the pressure in inches 
of mercury at the observer's console. 

The runway visual range charts, which are maintained by the 
FAA, are for runways 36 left and 05. 

At 1733 EST, I heard thunder while I was inside the we.ather 
office. I went to my usual observation point, which is on 
the roof of the weather office. I observed cloud to ground 
lightning just to the north of the office and heard thunder. 
I returned to the weather office to take a special 
observation because of the thunderstorm. 

At 1736 EST, I recorded my first special observation. I 
observed the following elements. The ceiling from the 
laser beam cCeilometer was measured at 4500 feet above 
above ground l~vel with about six tenths of the sky covered 
with clouds. The visibility was 6 miles. A thunderstorm was 
occurring at the time along with a Light rain shower which 
started at 1734 EST. We also had haze which began at 1445 
EST. The wind was from the south at 9 knots which is 10 
miles an hour. The altimeter setting was 30.02 inches 
(taken from the altimeter setting at the observer's 
console). In the remarks section of the observation, I 
observed a thunderstorm over the office with occasional 
cloud to ground lightning. 

At 1740 EST, I took another special observation and recorded 
the following. The ceiling from the laser beam ceilometer 
was measured at 4500 feet above the ground level. The 
visibility as reported by the control tower had dropped to 
one mile in the thunderstorm. The rain shower had increased 
from light rain to heavy rain. The wind observed from the 
wind speed and direc·tion ir1dicators at the observer's console 
was now from the southwest at 11 knots or 13 miles an hour. 
Tt1e altimeter set1.ing was now 30.03 inches. The runway 
visual range indicator for runway 36 left showed 6000 feet 
plus and was recorded in the remarks section. (Any time the 
surface visibility drops to 1 mile or less, the weather 
service at Charlotte has the responsibility to enter the 
runway visual range into the remarks section of the surface 
observation}. Also in the remarks section I indicated that 
the thunderstorm was overhead, and I again observed cloud to 
ground lightning. 

At 1750 EST, J too~ mv ncrma! l1ourl) record observation. At 
this time I observed a ce1l1ng aL 4500 feet with one mile 
visibility. The thunderstorm was still occurring with a 
heavy rain shower and haze. The temperature as observed 
from the hygrotherometer was 77 degrees and the dew point 
was 73 degrees. The wind was from the east at 5 knots or 
6 miJes an hour. The altimeter settin'g was 30.02 inches. 
In tt1e remarks section the runway visual range indicator 
for runway 36 left showe-:;0 feet plus. 1 alsw 
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that the thunderstorm began at 33 minutes past the hour. 
I observed the thunderstorm to be north of the weather 
office with occasional in cloud and cloud to ground 
lightning. I also observed breaks in the overcast and 
showed that the rain began 34 minutes past the hour. 

At 1803 EST, I took a special observation to record the 
following. I observed that the ceiling was now estimated 
at 4500 feet with an overcast ceiling at 25,000 feet. 
The visibility had increased from 1 mile to 5 miles with 
haze. The wind was observed to be from the east northeast 
at 5 knots or 6 mph. The altimeter setting indicator 
indjcated the pressure was 30.02 inches. In remarks, I 
showed that the thunderstorm ended 1 minute past the hour 
and had moved to the north. The rain also ended at 1 minute 
past the hour. 

Some other points I observed or completed are: 
At around 1738 EST, I noticed the airport fire trucks 

going out onto the field. 
At around 1750 EST, I called control tower on the hot 

line and asked them if there was a problem on the field. 
the controller commented that he could not give out any 
information. 

At around 1800 EST again on the hot line, I called 
the tower to check on the visibility. They said for me to 
go with the prevailing visibility which at that time 
had increased to around 5 miles. I also asked them again 
if there was a problem on the field. Again they said that 
they could not give out any information. Also around this 
time I could see a large plume of black smoke just west of 
the airport. 

At 1811 EST, I called the Forecast Office in Raleigh 
North Carolina to inform them of a possible airplane 
crash. 

At 1815 EST, I started to time check the instruments. 
This is part of a set of instructions we have to follow in 
case of an aircraft accident. 

At around 1828 EST the forecast office in Raleigh 
called back and said Atlanta called to report that a plane 
did crash. 

At 1830 EST, I took and recorded a regular radar 
observation. 

Between 1830 on July 2nd and 0200 EST on July 3, 
1994, I called in extra help along with the Electronics 
Technician to check instruments. l also gathed as much as 
possible the information needed for the 1nvestigation of 
the aircraft accident. 

NC 
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JULY 2t 1994 NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
CHARLOTTE, NC 

SURFACE WEATHER OBSERVATIONS 
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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
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<-4; CLT-ATCT~ .... rlo Ans-~r 
R-try unr-~ch-d t-rm~n-~~-> <V-N>? N 
Co~po=- ~~---g- CV/N>? 
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