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The following 13 questions were posed to the weather observer working at PANC during the 

time of the event.  In response, the weather observer provided written answers, which are 

presented in this document. 

 

 

1. Please give a detailed description of your work duties, responsibilities and working 

environment on a normal work day. 

 

2. On March 5, 2012, were your work duties, responsibilities and environment similar to what 

you experience on a normal work day? Please describe any differences. 

 

3. Do you ever communicate with the National Weather Service (e.g. WFO, AAWU, CWSU) 

while on shift? If so, who contacts whom, and what are the situations that prompt such 

communication? What is normally discussed? 

 

4. Were you contacted by, or did you contact, the National Weather Service with regard to the 

weather prior to the incident at 10pm? 

 

5. Were you contacted by, or did you contact, Air Traffic Control or any other FAA personnel 

with regard to the weather prior to the incident at 10pm? 

 

6. Please describe your working facility, including a description of the workstation you use 

during working hours. Where is your facility located on the field? Where is the ASOS located 

on the field? In good visibility, can you see the ASOS from your facility? 

 

7. Are there procedures in place for PANC weather observers to contact either the National 

Weather Service and/or the FAA in certain conditions? If so, what are those conditions and 

what are the criteria that must be met to initiate that contact? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Please give a detailed description of the weather conditions at PANC as witnessed by you 

during the hours leading up to, the time during, and the hours following the incident on the 

night of March 5, 2012. Please include the types and times of occurrence of any 

meteorological phenomena. 

 

9. Did you personally witness freezing fog, freezing drizzle and/or freezing rain prior to, during  

or following the incident at 10pm? If so, please describe in detail the times and severities of 

the conditions? What was the ASOS reporting at these times? 

 

10. Did the ASOS report freezing precipitation to your workstation prior to, during, or following  

the incident at 10pm? If so, please describe any action you took in response to these ASOS 

reports. 

 

11. How to you feel the PANC ASOS performs overall? Are there any significant issues with the 

reporting by the PANC ASOS? Do you ever witness any erroneous reporting that must be 

corrected by you? 

 

12. Is there anything with regard to the weather surrounding the incident, or about the incident 

itself that we failed to ask about and should know? 

 

13. Is there any additional information you would like to share with us not related to the 

incident? 

 

 

 

In addition, the weather observer at PANC was asked to provide responses to the following 

general information items.  Responses are provided at the end of this document. 

 

 

‐ Name 

‐ Contact information for you should we need to schedule any follow‐up questions or interview. 

‐ Employer 

‐ Current Position 

‐ Experience at Current Position (how long have you been doing this?) 

‐ Working hours for your shift on the night of March 5, 2012 

‐ Name(s) of anyone else who was working with you during your shift and the times they were on 

duty. 

  





  



 


