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equipment modification, a receipt for 
purchase and installation of the piece, 
or any similar type of documentation. 
However, after April 29, 2005, the step 
shall no longer be excluded from a ve
hicle's length. 

(c) Each exclusion allowance is spe
cific and may not be combined with 
other excluded devices. 

(d) Measurements are to be made 
from a point on one side or end of a 
commercial motor vehicle to the same 
point on the opposite side or end of the 
vehicle. 

[6'7 FR 15110, Mar. 29, 2002] 

§658.17 Weight. 
(a) The provisions of the section are 

applicable to the National System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways and 
reasonable access thereto. 

(b) The maximum gross vehicle 
weight shall be 80,000 pounds except 
where lower gross vehicle weight is dic
tated by the bridge formula. 

(c) The maximum gross weight upon 
any one axle, including any one axle of 
a group of axles, or a vehicle is 20,000 
pounds. 

(d) The maximum gross weight on 
tandem axles is 34,000 pounds. 

(e) No vehicle or combination of vehi
cles shall be moved or operated on any 
Interstate highway when the gross 
weight on two or more consecutive 
axles exceeds the limitations pre
scribed by the following formula, re
ferred to as the Bridge Gross Weight 
Formula: 

W=500( LN +12N+36) 
N-1 

except that two consecutive sets of 
tandem axles may carry a gross load of 
34,000 pounds each if the overall dis
tance between the first and last axle is 
36 feet or more. In no case shall the 
total gross weight of a vehicle exceed 
80,000 pounds. 

(f) Except as provided herein, States 
may not enforce on the Interstate Sys
tem vehicle weight limits of less than 
20,000 pounds on a single axle, 34,000 
pounds on a tandem axle, or the 
weights derived from the Bridge For
mu).a., up to a maximum of 80,000 
pounds, including all enforcement tol-

§658.17 

erances. States may not limit tire 
loads to less than 500 pounds per inch 
of tire or tread width, except that such 
limits may not be applied to tires on 
the steering axle. States may not limit 
steering axle weights to less than 20,000 
pounds or the axle rating established 
by the manufacturer, whichever is 
lower. 

(g) The weights in paragraphs (b), (c), 
(d), and (e) of this section shall be in
clusive of all tolerances, enforcement 
or otherwise, with the exception of a 
scale allowance factor when using port
able scales (wheel-load weighers). The 
current accuracy of such scales is gen
erally within 2 or 3 percent of actual 
weight, but in no case shall an allow
ance in excess of 5 percent be applied. 
Penalty or fine schedules which impose 
no fine up to a specified threshold, i.e., 
1,000 pounds, will be considered as tol
erance provisions not authorized by 23 
U.S.C.127. 

(h) States may issue special permits 
without regard to the axle, gross, or 
Federal Bridge Formula requirements 
for nondivisible vehicles or loads. 

(i) The provisions of paragraphs (b), 
(c), and (d) of this section shall not 
apply to single-, or tandem-axle 
weights, or gross weights legally au
thorized under State law on July 1, 
1956. The group of axles requirement 
established in this section shall not 
apply to vehicles legally grandfathered 
under State groups of axles tables or 
formulas on January 4, 1975. Grand
fathered weight limits are vested on 
the date specified by Congress and re
main available to a State even if it 
chooses to adopt a lower weight limit 
for a time. 

(j) The provisions of paragraphs (c) 
through (e) of this section shall not 
apply to the operation on Interstate 
Route 68 in Allegany and Garrett Coun
ties, Maryland, of any specialized vehi
cle equipped with a steering axle and a 
tridem axle and used for hauling coal, 
logs, and pulpwood if such vehicle is of 
a type of vehicle as was operating in 
such counties on U.S. Routes 40 or 48 
for such purposes on August 1, 1991. 

(k) Any over-the-road bus, or any ve
hicle which is regularly and exclu
sively used as an intrastate public 
agency transit passenger bus, is ex
cluded from the axle weight limits in 
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§658.19 

paragraphs (c) through (e) of this sec
tion until October 1, 2009. Any State 
that has enforced, in the period begin
ning October 6, 1992, and ending No
vember 30, 2005, a single axle weight 
limitation of 20,000 pounds or greater 
but less than 24,000 pounds may not en
force a single axle weight limit on 
these vehicles of less than 24,000 lbs. 

(m) The provisions of paragraphs (b) 
through (e) of this section shall not 
apply to the operation, on I-99 between 
Bedford and Bald Eagle, Pennsylvania, 
of any vehicle that could legally oper
ate on this highway section before De
cember 29, 1995. 

(n) Any vehicle subject to this sub
part that utilizes an auxiliary power or 
idle reduction technology unit in order 
to promote reduction of fuel use and 
emissions because of engine idling, 
may be allowed up to an additional 400 
lbs. total in gross, axle, tandem, or 
bridge formula weight limits. 

(1) To be eligible for this exception, 
the operator of the vehicle must be 
able to prove: 

(i) By written certification, the 
weight of the APU; and 

(ii) By demonstration or certifi
cation, that the idle reduction tech
nology is fully functional at all times. 

(2) Certification of the weight of the 
APU must be available to law enforce
ment officers if the vehicle is found in 
violation of applicable weight laws. 
The additional weight allowed cannot 
exceed 400 lbs. or the weight certified, 
whichever is less. 

[49 FR 23315, June 5, 1984, as amended at 59 
FR 30420, June 13, 1994; 60 FR 15214, Mar. 22, 
1995; 62 FR 10181, Mar. 5, 1997; 63 FR 70653, 
Dec. 22, 1998; 72 FR 7748, Feb. 20, 2007] 

§ 658.19 Reasonable access. 
(a) No State may enact or enforce 

any law denying reasonable access to 
vehicles with dimensions authorized by 
the ST AA between the NN and termi
nals and facilities for food, fuel, re
pairs, and rest. In addition, no State 
may enact or enforce any law denying 
reasonable access between the NN and 
points of loading and unloading to 
household goods carriers, motor car
riers of passengers, and any truck trac
tor-semitrailer combination in which 
the semitrailer has a length not to ex
ceed 28 feet (28.5 feet where allowed 

23 CFR Ch. I (4-1-1 0 Edition) 

pursuant to §658.13(b)(5) of this part) 
and which generally operates as part of 
a vehicle combination described in 
§§658.13(b)(5) and 658.15(a) of this part. 

(b) All States shall make available to 
commercial motor vehicle operators 
information regarding their reasonable 
access provisions to and from the Na
tional Network. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be 
construed as preventing any State or 
local government from imposing any 
reasonable restriction, based on safety 
considerations, on access to points of 
loading and unloading by any truck 
tractor-semitrailer combination in 
which the semitrailer has a length not 
to exceed 28'12 feet and which generally 
operates as part of a vehicle combina
tion described in §§658.13(b)(5) and 
658.15(a). 

(d) No State may enact or enforce 
any law denying access within 1 road
mile from the National Network using 
the most reasonable and practicable 
route available except for specific safe
ty reasons on individual routes. 

(e) Approval of access for specific ve
hicles on any individual route applies 
to all vehicles of the same type regard
less of ownership. Distinctions between 
vehicle types shall be based only on 
significant, substantial differences in 
their operating characteristics. 

(f) Blanket restrictions on 102-inch 
wide vehicles may not be imposed. 

(g) Vehicle dimension limits shall 
not be more restrictive than Federal 
requirements. 

(h) States shall ensure compliance 
with the requirements of this section 
for roads under the jurisdiction of local 
units of government. 

(i)(l) Except in those States in which 
State law authorizes the operation of 
STAA-dimensioned vehicles on all pub
lic roads and highways, all States shall 
have an access review process that pro
vides for the review of requests for ac
cess from the National Network. 

(2) State access review processes 
shall provide for: 

(i) One or more of the following: 
(A) An analysis of the proposed ac

cess routes using observations or other 
data obtained from the operation of 
test vehicles over the routes; 
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§657.11 

§ 657.11 Evaluation of operations. 
(a) The State shall submit its en

forcement plan or annual update to the 
FHWA Division Office by July 1 of each 
year. However, if a State's legislative 
or budgetary cycle is not consonant 
with that date, the FHWA and the 
State may jointly select an alternate 
date. In any event, a State must have 
an approved plan in effect by October 1 
of each year. Failure of a State to sub
mit or update a plan will result in the 
State being unable to certify in accord
ance with §657.13 for the period to be 
covered by the plan. 

(b) The FHWA shall review the 
State's operation under the accepted 
plan on a continuing basis and shall 
prepare an evaluation report annually. 
The State will be advised of the results 
of the evaluation and of any needed 
changes in the plan itself or in its im
plementation. Copies of the evaluation 
reports and subsequent modifications 
resulting from the evaluation shall be 
forwarded to the FHWA's Office of Op
erations. 

[59 FR 30418, June 13, 1994, as amended at 72 
FR 7747, Feb. 20, 2007) 

§ 657.13 Certification requirement. 
Each State shall certify to the Fed

eral Highway Administrator, before 
January 1 of each year, that it is en
forcing all State laws respecting max
imum vehicle size and weight per
mitted on what, prior to October 1, 
1991, were the Federal-aid Primary, 
Secondary, and Urban Systems, includ
ing the Interstate System, in accord
ance with 23 U.S.C. 127. The States 
must also certify that they are enforc
ing and complying with the ISTEA 
freeze on the use of LCV's and other 
multi-unit vehicles. The certification 
shall be supported by information on 
activities <;tnd results achieved during 
the precedmg 12-month period ending 
on September 30 of each year. 

[59 FR 30418, June 13, 1994] 

§ 657.15 Certification content. 
The certification shall consist of the 

following elements and each element 
shall be addressed even though the re
sponse is negative: 

(a) A statement by the Governor of 
the State, or an official designated by 

23 CFR Ch. I (4-1-11 Edition) 

the Governor, that the State's vehicle 
weight laws and regulations governing 
use of the Interstate System conform 
to 23 U.S.C. 127. 

(b) A statement by the Governor of 
the State, or an official designated by 
the Governor, that all State size and 
weight limits are being enforced on the 
Interstate System and those routes 
which, prior to October 1, 1991, were 
designated as part of the Federal-aid 
Primary, Urban, and Secondary Sys
tems, and that the State is enforcing 
and complying with the provisions of 23 
U.S.C. 127(d) and 49 U.S.C. 31112. Urban
ized areas not subject to State jurisdic
tion shall be identified. The statement 
shall include an analysis of enforce
ment efforts in such areas. 

(c) Except for Alaska and Puerto 
Rico, the certifying statements re
quired by paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
section shall be worded as follows (the 
statements for Alaska and Puerto Rico 
do not have to reference 23 U.S.C. 127(d) 
in (c)(2), or include paragraph (c)(3) of 
this section): 

I. (name of certifying offlcial), (position title), 
of the State of do hereby cer-
tify: 

(1) That all State laws and regula
tions ~overning vehicle size and weight 
are bemg enforced on those highways 
which, prior to October 1, 1991, were 
designated as part of the Federal-aid 
Primary, Federal-aid Secondary, or 
Federal-aid Urban Systems; 

(2) That the State is enforcing the 
freeze provisions of the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 (23 U.S.C. 127(d) and 49 U.S.C. 
31112); and 

(3) That all State laws governing ve
hicle weight on the Interstate System 
are consistent with 23 U.S.C. 127 (a) and 
(b). 

(d) If this statement is made by an 
official other than the Governor, a 
copy of the document designating the 
official, signed by the Governor, shall 
also be included in the certification 
made under this part. 

(e) A copy of any State law or regula
tion pertaining to vehicle sizes and 
weights adopted since the State's last 
certification and an analysis of the 
changes made. 

(f) A report of State size and weight 
enforcement efforts during the period 

286 



Bridge formula table 

Distance in feet between any Gross weight in pounds 2 

group of two or more axles 1 
2 axles 3 axles 4 axles 5 axles 6 axles 7axles 

Less than 8 3 

More than 8 4 38.000 42,000 

9 39,000 42,500 

10 40,0005 43 500 

II 40,000 44.000 

12 40.000 45.000 50,000 

I3 40,000 45,000 50.500 

I4 40.000 46,500 51.500 

I5 40.000 47,000 52,000 

16 40.000 48.000 52.500 58,000 

17 40,000 48,500 53,500 58.500 

18 40.000 49,500 54,000 59000 

19 40.000 50,500 54,500 60,000 

20 40.000 51,000 55,500 60,500 66.000 

2 I 40,000 51.500 56,000 61.000 66,500 

22 40,000 52,500 56,500 61.500 67.000 

23 40,000 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000 

24 40,000 54.000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000 

25 40,000 54,500 58,500 63 500 69,000 74,500 

26 40,000 55,500 59,500 64,000 69.500 75,000 

27 40.000 60.000 65.000 70,000 75.500 

28 40,000 60,500 65,500 71 000 76,500 

29 40,000 61,500 66.000 7I,500 77.000 

30 40,000 62,000 66,500 72,000 

31 40,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 

32 40,000 60,0005 63,500 68.000 73.000 

33 40,000 60,000 64,000 68,500 74.000 



34 40,000 60,000 64,500 69,000 74,500 so,OOOS 

35 40,000 60,000 65,500 70,000 75,000 80,000 

36 40,000 60,000 70,500 15,500 80,000 

37 40,000 60.000 71,000 76,000 80,000 

38 40,000 60,000 71,500 77,000 80,000 

39 40,000 60,000 72,500 77,500 80,000 

40 40,000 60,000 73,000 78,000 80,000 

41 40,000 60,000 73,500 78,500 80,000 

42 40,000 60,000 74,000 79,000 80,000 

43 40,000 60,000 75,000 80,0005 80,000 

44 40.000 60,000 15,500 80,000 80,000 

45 40,000 60,000 76,000 80,000 80,000 

46 40,000 60,000 76,500 80,000 80,000 

47 40,000 60,000 77,500 80,000 80,000 

48 40,000 60,000 78,000 80.000 80,000 

49 40,000 60,000 78,500 80,000 80,000 

50 40,000 60,000 15,500 79,000 80.000 80.000 

51 40,000 60,000 76,000 80.ooos 80,000 80,000 

52 40,000 60,000 76,500 80,000 80.000 80,000 

53 40,000 60,000 77,500 80.000 80,000 80,000 

54 40.000 60,000 78,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 

55 40,000 60,000 78,500 80,000 80,000 80,000 

56 40,000 60,000 79,500 80,000 80,000 80,000 

57 40,000 60,000 80,ooos 80.000 80,000 80,000 

• 1 Calculated values reflect FHWA policy of rounding down wbeo distances fa ll exactly between 6-inch 
(15 em) increments.lm 

• 2 Calculated values reflect FHW A policy of rounding down wben weights fa ll exactly between 500 pound 
increments. W 

• 3 Tandem axle by definition.WJ 

• 4 Distances between 8 feet (2.4 m) to 8 feet I I inches (2.72 m) may not be rounded down.llZl 

• s Maximum legal weight limit based on number of axles. Increased axle lengths beyond these do nor 
increase maximum legal weight.11!!1 

• 6 Exception to the fonnula: when the four axles under consideration are two tandem axles spaced at least 
36 feet (II m) apart, a gross weight of68,000 pounds (31,000 kg) is allowed.UQJ 




