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INVESTIGATION INTO THE ACCIDENTAL DEATHS OF RICK BLANCO, NG
AND SANDRA BRONNENBERG, | /- icH OCCURRED ON SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2011, AT APPROXIMATLEY 10:20 A.M., AT RICHARDS FIELD, LOCATED AT
22101 SW 202 AVENUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33177.

NARRATIVE SUMMARY:

On Saturday, October 29, 2011, at approximately 11:07 a.m., while at the Homicide Bureau, this
detective was contacted by OFFICER DENNIS EVANS, Badge #4016, of the Miami-Dade Police
Department Cutler Ridge District, who made notification of the death of the victims, identified as RICK
BLANCO and SANDRA BRONNENBERG. OFFICER EVANS advised the victims were involved in a
plane crash, which occurred at Richards Field, located at 22101 SW 202 Avenue and were deceased as
a result of their injuries.

This detective then responded to 22101 SW 202 Avenue, to initiate an investigation into the death of the
victims.

At 12:16 p.m., this detective arrived on scene and met with OFFICER EVANS, who provided additional
information as follows:

OFFICER EVANS indicated he arrived at the location of occurrence at 10:24 a.m., after being
dispatched there in reference to a plane crash. OFFICER EVANS advised upon his arrival, he observed
MS. BRONNENBERG lying on the ground, just south of the aircraft, where bystanders were performing
CPR on her. OFFICER EVANS indicated that two additional bystanders were removing MR. BLANCO
from the left seat of the aircraft, where he observed the victim sitting. OFFICER EVANS stated the
bystanders on scene began performing CPR on MR. BLANCO.

OFFICER EVANS advised he then attached his automated external defibrillator (AED) to MR. BLANCO
and MS. BRONNENBERG and continued life-saving efforts with the aid of the bystanders until the
arrival of Tanker #60, commanded by LIEUTENANT CHERYL, who took over medical attention on both
victims. Miami-Dade Fire Rescue continued to perform life-saving efforts on both victims, to no avail.
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OFFICER EVANS stated that according to Miami-Dade Fire Rescue at 10:35 a.m., MR. BLANCO
showed no vital signs and at 10:37 a.m., MRS. BRONNENBERG showed no vital signs at any time.

OFFICER EVANS advised there were witnesses on scene who had observed the plane crash, who
were identified as MAXIMINO REYES, RAFAEL LIMA, and CELSO PIZANO. OFFICER EVANS was
unable to provide any further information concerning this investigation. For further details, refer to
OFFICER EVANS’ Offense-Incident Report, which was prepared by him.

This detective requested Miami-Dade Police Department Homicide Bureau DETECTIVE JESSICA
ALVAREZ to interview MAXIMINO REYES and THOMAS BURTON. For further details refer to
DETECTIVE ALVAREZ'S supplementary report.

At 1:06 p.m., this detective interviewed CELSO PIZANO, W/L/M/54, DOB: I

a student pilot and has been for apprOXImater one and-a-half years MR PIZANO indicated that he
knew MRS. BRONNENBERG for approximately two years and MR. BLANCO for approximately one
year.

MR. PIZANO advised he was an acquaintance of MRS. BRONNENBERG and met her at the airplane
club Light Aircraft Flyers Association (LAFA), which he has been part of since May of 2009. MR.
PIZANO indicated that MR. BLANCO was also part of the LAFA. MR. PIZANO indicated he purchased
his first airplane from MRS. BRONNENBERG in May of 2009. MR. PIZANO stated he never flew with
either of the victims. MR. PIZANO advised he never saw either of the victims fly together in the past.
MR. PIZANO stated he believes that Mr. BLANCO was a commercial pilot or that he was one in the
past.

MR. PIZANO advised on Saturday, October 29, 2011, he arrived at Richards Field, located at 22101
SW 202 Avenue, at approximately 8:00 a.m. in order to attend a pig roast, which was taking place inside
the airplane hangar for the LAFA organization. MR. PIZANO indicated upon his arrival, he observed
MRS. BRONNENBERG inside the hangar at Richards Filed. MR. PIZANO stated he immediately left
Richards Field and responded to his father's residence, which is in the area, in order to use the
bathroom. MR. PIZANO indicated he arrived back at Richards Field at approximately 9:00 a.m. and
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upon his return, he observed both victims outside, just north of the hangar, near the runway area. MR.
PIZANO stated both victims were talking to two individuals and it appeared to him that the two victims
were showing them the aircraft, which eventually was involved in the crash.

MR. PIZANO advised he believed MR. BLANCO owned the aircraft that was involved in the plane crash.
MR. PIZANO stated for the past two weeks, he observed both victims working on the airplane, inside
the hangar at Richards Field. MR. PIZANO further stated that RICH BRAGASSA and an airplane
mechanic from Sea RV Aviation, possibly by the name of JOSE FERERRA, also worked on the aircraft
inside the hangar.

MR. PIZANO advised at approximately 10:00 a.m., he was standing outside of the hangar at Richards
+Field with ARTURO REYES, where he was showing MR. REYES his airplane, which was located
northwest of the hangar. MR. PIZANO stated he heard an aircraft flying above him and when he looked
up into the sky above the Richards Field airstrip, he observed an aircraft, which he identified as the
aircraft that the victim’s were previously working on. MR. PIZANO indicated that the aircraft was
performing stall maneuvers at approximately 1,500 to 2,000 feet.

Shortly thereafter, MR. PIZANO advised that he and MR. REYES began to walk back towards the
hangar, at which time he noticed a shadow emerge from over his shoulder coming from the southwest
direction. MR. PIZANO stated he looked back towards the southwest direction and noticed that an
aircraft was falling straight down. MR. PIZANO advised he watched the aircraft spiral towards the
ground, in a corkscrew-type motion until it crashed into the ground, southwest of the hangar.

MR. PIZANO advised he did not see anybody enter into the aircraft, nor did he see the aircraft take off
from the air field prior to the plane crash. MR. PIZANO stated he only saw the aircraft flying in the sky.

MR. PIZANO advised that he and MR. REYES were the first to arrive at the scene where the plane
crash occurred. MR. PIZANO further advised that MR. REYES arrived moments before him, because
he contacted the Miami-Dade Police Department Emergency Operator (911) via his cellular telephone,
which according to MR. PIZANO’S call log was conducted at 10:22 a.m.
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Upon his arrival, MR. PIZANO indicated he observed both victims slumped over inside of the aircraft,
which was a 2004 Interplane SRO Skyboy, registration #N58784, Serial #082/2004, fixed wing, single
engine type aircraft, with one reciprocating engine and two seats. MR. PIZANO stated both victims
were wearing their seatbelts and that MR. BLANCO was seated on the left side of the plane (pilot seat),
and MRS. BRONNENBERG was seated on the right side of the plane (co-pilot seat).

MR. PIZANO advised both victims were removed from the aircraft after their seatbelts were cut off and
placed on the ground, just outside the aircraft, at which time bystanders began to perform CPR on the
victims until the arrival of police and fire rescue personnel. MR. PIZANO stated that upon the arrival of
police and fire rescue personnel, they took over life-saving efforts on both victims.

MR. PIZANO indicated he has seen MRS. BRONNENBERG fly a weight shift aircraft at Homestead
General Airport in the past. MR. PIZANO stated he was not aware how long either victim was part of
the LAFA. MR. PIZANO stated that MRS. BRONNENBERG’S husband is a flight instructor, but did not
specify what type of instructor he is. MR. PIZANO further advised he was not aware if MS.
BRONNENBERG was a flight instructor or not. MR. PIZANO stated he has seen MR. BLANCO fly the
aircraft, which was involved in the crash approximately two or three times in the past. MR. PIZANO
indicated it was unknown if the flight was an instructional training between the two victims.

MR. PIZANO advised he did not see either of the victims drinking alcohol that morning. MR. PIZANO
stated he was not sure if the engine of the plane was on during the time of the crash, nor did he know if
the area of the airstrip where the aircraft was being flown was a designated area to perform stall
maneuvers. MR. PIZANO stated he did not know these answers because he was only a student pilot.

MR. PIZANO was unable to provide any further information concerning this investigation.

JOSE OBREGON, Aviation Accident Investigator, from the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB), and EDWARD CARDENAS, Aviation Safety Inspector, from the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA), responded to the scene and initiated the aviation accident portion of the investigation. For
further details, refer to both MR. OBRGEON’S and MR. CARDENAS’ reports.
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This detective then requested Miami-Dade Police Department Homicide Bureau DETECTIVE MICHAEL
SCOTT, Badge #4829, to conduct the scene and body portion of this investigation. Prior to conducting
the scene and body portion, DETECTIVE SCOTT interviewed RAPHAEL LIMA, I
I - JoE GUDMUNDSSON, |GG o further details, refer to
DETECTIVE SCOTT'S supplemental report.

At 2:52 p.m., this detective, along with NTSB Accident Investigator JOSE OBREGON and FAA Aviation
Safety Inspector EDWARD CARDENAS, interviewed LOUIS RICHARD BRAGASSA, Il
I |\liami, Florida 33186, home telephone number [N

and cellular telephone number || EEEEGNG

MR. BRAGASSA stated he has been part of Light Aircraft Flyers Association for the past 15 years,
where he performed the duties as LAFA president in 2010, and safety officer in 2011. MR. BRAGASSA
indicated that Richards Field is a non-controlled airport.

MR. BRAGASSA advised that MR. BLANCO was a friend of his who he knew for approximately six to
seven years and met him through LAFA. MR. BRAGASSA advised he knew MRS. BRONNENBERG
for approximately 10 to 15 years and had also met her through LAFA.

MR. BRAGASSA advised that both victims have flown together in the past. MR. BRAGASSA also
advised he has seen the two flying together in the 2004 Interplane SRO Skyboy, which was the aircraft
that crashed. MR. BRAGASSA stated MR. BLANCO has flown in MRS. BRONNENBERG'S weight
controlled aircraft, which he referred to as a Trike. MR. BRAGASSA further indicated MR. BLANCO has
flown with MRS. BRONNENBERG'S husband, DICK BRONNENBERG, who is also a pilot.

MR. BRAGASSA advised for the last two weeks, both victims were working on the 2004 Interplane SRO
Skyboy inside the hangar at Richards Field. MR. BRAGASSA indicated MR. BLANCO was an airplane
mechanic, but MRS. BRONNENBERG was not. He further indicated that MR. BLANCO was previously
employed as a worldwide maintenance director of the Air Division for UPS and Air Chile, but is currently
retired from the airline industry.
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MR. BRAGASSA advised on October 29, 2011, he observed MR. BLANCO rigging the aircraft in the
airplane hanger and after doing so, MR. BLANCO conducted two to three touch-and-go landings as well
as orbiting the surrounding area, making sure that all components were working properly on the aircraft,
which he performed by himself. MR. BRAGASSA further advised that while MR. BLANCO was flying
the aircraft MRS. BRONNENBERG manned the radio frequency from the ground. MR. BRAGASSA
stated when MR. BLANCO was satisfied with the performance of the aircraft; MRS. BRONNENBERG
accompanied MR. BLANCO inside the aircraft. MR. BRAGASSA indicated MRS. BRONNENBERG
informed him that she was going to fly with MR. BLANCO inside the aircraft, but she did not specify
what time that they were going to take off.

MR. BRAGASSA advised he did not witness the victims’ take off in the aircraft. MR. BRAGASSA
indicated that he believes the victims were flying in the air for approximately 30 minutes and observed
the aircraft orbiting the surrounding area at approximately 2,000 to 3,000 feet, where they maintained
the aircraft above the flight pattern, which is at approximately 1,000 feet.

MR. BRAGASSA stated that while he was inside the hangar, he heard a loud thump come from outside,
at which time he observed other individuals who were present around the hangar start to run in the
direction of where the aircraft crashed. MR. BRAGASSA advised when he looked outside in the
direction of where the crash occurred he believed the aircraft had made an emergency landing. MR.
BRAGASSA indicated he responded to where the plane crashed and observed both victims
unresponsive inside the aircraft with their seatbelts on. MR. BRAGASSA advised that MR. BLANCO'’S
seatbelt had to be cut off him, while MRS. BRONNENBERG’S came off by releasing the seatbelt. Both
victims were removed from the aircraft, and CPR was performed by bystanders on scene until the arrival
of police and fire rescue personnel.

MR. BRAGASSA advised the aircraft the victims were flying in can either be flown by the pilot or the co-
pilot because the plane has dual throttles, and the y yoke, which is located between both seats controls
the maneuvering of the aircraft. MR. BRAGASSA stated he was informed by the other bystanders that
the motor of the plane was on during its impact.

MR. BRAGASSA advised the 2004 Interplane SRO Skyboy, registration #N58784, Serial #082/2004,
fixed-wing, single-engine, experimental-type aircraft was registered to him. MR. BRAGASSA further

Suspect Code CODE # Offense Indicafor Residence Tg'ge Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
1#1 3 Both 1 City lorida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S- Suspect  A- Arrestee 2#2 2 County 4 Out of State 2 No 2 No -
Drug Activity  S. Sell R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ Z. Other Dn}l\lg Type B. Barbiturate H Hallucinogen  P. Paraphemnalia/  U. Unknown
N. %I/ A B. Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
P. Possess T. Traffic _ E. Use Cultivate A. Amphetamine E. Heroine Q. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic
Parent Name or Parent or Custodian Residence Phone
Legal Custodian
Other
Address: (Street, Apt. Number) (City) (Staie) (Zip) ?usines)s Phone
Notified By: (Name) Date Time Juvenile Disposition
: 1. Handled/Processed Within 2. Tumed Over to HRS/CYF
Dept. and Released 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship DATE Time
Person/Unit Notified TIME Related Report Number(s)

Officer(s) Reporting LD. Number(s) Locator Code Unit Date

petecrive c. viceanors [ N 5394 47 3140

Offic, i plicable) 1.D. NumBber——=r=s—""" Routed To Referred To Assigned To By Date

Case StaTs Clearance Type A- Adult Date Cleared Jail Number Number Arrested
1. Arrest 3. Unfounded J- Juvenile
2. Exceptional 4. Open Pend.
Exception Type 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender 5. Prosecution Declined OBTS Number Page Page
1. Extradition Offense Secondary Offense 4. V/W Refused to 6. Juvenile / No Custody 6 of 12
Declined Without Prosecution Cooperate

32.02.09-2 Rev2/99




NARRATIVE CONTINUATION

Dru Tuvenile . Original
RelagtedD In Report D ; Supgpllemem 2
Dat(e) ;75!3’}3“8"; 2 MIAMI-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT Agency Regort N“Ebﬁ»l 11029433536
Original Date Reported Original Primary Offense Description Victim # 1 Name Original NCIC/UCR Code
10/29/2011 | DECEASED PERSON BLANCO, RICK

Original OFF/INC Location

Primary Offense Changed To

ACCIDENTAL DEATH

A- Attempted
C- Committed

New Statute Violation Number

New NCIC/UCR Code

RPT931

advised that approximately six months ago, he was approached by MR. BLANCO, who asked if he
would register the aforementioned plane in his name because his 18-wheeler tire business in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, which he owned with his wife, KARLA BLANCO, was experiencing financial
difficulties and was going under. MR. BRAGASSA also explained that MR. BLANCO did not want to
lose his aircraft because it was already paid for, and he was afraid he would lose it due to the financial
difficulties he was experiencing with his tire company. MR. BRAGASSA stated he considered MR.
BLANCO a friend and agreed to put the registration as the owner of the aircraft under his name.

MR. BRAGASSA advised MR. BLANCO purchased the plane approximately six to seven years ago and
it was fully paid for. MR. BRAGASSA indicated he had no association with the aircraft, except for his
name being on the registration paperwork as the registered owner. He further indicated that MR.
BLANCO maintained the aircraft and the aircraft's maintenance records. MR. BRAGASSA was unable
to provide any further information concerning this investigation.

At 4:18 p.m., this detective, accompanied by DETECTIVE ALVAREZ,
KARLA BLANCO, T

PSS

MRS. BLANCO advised that she and MR. BLANCO were married for 32 years and had two adult
children in common. MRS. BLANCO stated the victim did not drink alcohol, did not smoke cigarettes,
and did not take illicit drugs. MRS. BLANCO further stated the victim suffered from high blood pressure,
which he took prescribed medication for. MRS. BLANCO indicated the victim recently underwent a
physical, which he routinely performed once a year, in order to fly small aircrafts. MRS. BLANCO
further indicated the victim was cleared by his doctor to fly after attending his physical.

interviewed the victim’s wife,
cellular telephone number

MRS. BLANCO advised the victim flew his entire adult life and began his career approximately 34 years
ago in 1976, when he flew fire bombing planes in Wyoming, which are planes that assist in controlling
forest fires. MRS. BLANCO stated the victim had a commercial pilot's license. MRS. BLANCO
indicated that during the victim’s career, he was a mechanic and then became a supervisor on the
maintenance side of the airplane industry. She further indicated the victim was a divisional manager of
maintenance for the United Parcel Service (UPS). MRS. BLANCO advised the victim then became the
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vice president of engineering and maintenance for the airline company Lan Chile and Florida West, prior
to leaving the airplane industry approximately four years ago.

MRS. BLANCO advised approximately four years ago, after leaving the airplane industry, she and the
victim opened Central Tire in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, which is a tire retail store. MRS. BLANCO
indicated that within the last year, the business began to experience financial difficulties.

MRS. BLANCO advised the victim flew at the airstrip located at Richards Field for approximately 10
years on a weekly basis, where he was part of the LAFA. MRS. BLANCO stated she is not a member of
the LAFA. MRS. BLANCO advised she was informed by a friend that an event was being held on behalf
of the LAFA on Saturday, October 29, 2011. MRS. BLANCO indicated she never met MRS.
BRONNENBERG or her husband before.

MRS. BLANCO advised that MR. BLANCO purchased the Skyboy aircraft approximately 10 years ago
and that she flew with him on many occasions. MRS. BLANCO advised she never flew in the Skyboy
aircraft with any other individual, besides her husband. MRS. BLANCO advised that other pilot friends
of her husbands’ flew in the Skyboy aircraft many times with her husband. MRS. BLANCO advised her
husband was a very reserved and cautious pilot when it came to flying. MRS. BLANCO stated the
Skyboy aircraft was a very stable plane and never experienced any problems or complications that she
was aware of.

MRS. BLANCO advised the Skyboy aircraft was paid off. MRS. BLANCO also stated that her husband
sold the aircraft to RICH BRAGASSA within the last year, however she was unaware of what
agreements her husband made with MR. BRAGASSA.

MRS. BLANCO was unable to provide any further information concerning this investigation.

At approximately 8:09 p.m., this detective, accompanied by DETECTIVE ALVAREZ, responded to N
b, where contact was made with MRS. BRONNENBERG'S
husband, DICK BRONNENBERG, NI \argate, Florida
33063, I R BRONNENBERG advised he and MRS.
BRONNENBERG were married for 15 years and had no children in common. MR. BRONNENBERG
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advised he had an adult daughter from a previous marriage. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated MRS.
BRONNENBERG had no known medical conditions, was a SOCIa| drinker of alcohol, smoked cigarettes,
but did not indulge in illicit drugs.

MR. BRONNENBERG advised that MRS. BRONNENBERG flew a Trike aircraft, which is a weight-shift
control aircraft, and is not a fixed-wing airplane. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated MRS.
BRONNENBERG had been flying Trikes for approximately six years and flew a fixed-wing airplane in
the past under the guidance of an instructor. MR. BRONNENBERG stated MRS. BRONNENBERG
previously owned a fixed-wing aircraft, but sold it because she never got her license and preferred to fly
Trikes. MR. BRONNENBERG advised that MRS. BRONNENBERG flew aircrafts for approximately 10
years. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated that he and MRS. BRONNENBERG had been part of LAFA for
approximately eight years. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated MRS. BRONNENBERG was the secretary
of the club at one time and he was the president twice in the past.

MR. BRONNENBERG indicated that on October 29, 2011, the LAFA was holding a barbecue for their
members and friends, where new members could join at the hanger at Richards Field. MR.
BRONNENBERG indicated he and MRS. BRONNENBERG were friends of MR. BLANCO'S and knew
each other as acquaintances for approximately ten years and were good friends for the past two years.

MR. BRONNENBERG indicated his wife flew with MR. BLANCO on a regular basis, approximately once
or twice every couple of weeks. MR. BRONNENBERG also indicated that MR. BLANCO flew with
MRS. BRONNENBERG in her Trike in the past.

MR. BRONNENBERG indicated for the last two to three weeks, both MR. BLANCO and MRS.
BRONNENBERG worked on the Skyboy aircraft, conducting routine maintenance. MR.
BRONNENBERG also indicated that MR. BLANCO removed the wings completely off the Skyboy and
added vortex generators to the top of the wings, which changes the air flow to the flight pattern of the
aircraft.

MR. BRONNENBERG indicated that PETER VOLUM, who is also part of LAFA, advised him that MR.
BLANCO flew the Skyboy aircraft for one pattern by himself prior to MRS. BRONNENBERG flying with
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MR. BLANCO. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated one flight pattern takes approximately ten to fifteen
minutes per pattern to complete.

MR. BRONNENBERG advised at approximately 9:30 a.m., he left Richards Field in order to pick up the
barbecue food for the LAFA party. MR. BRONNENBERG further advised at approximately 10:15 a.m.,
he returned back to Richards Field, where he delivered the party’s food to the aircraft’'s ‘hangar. MR.
BRONNENBERG stated upon his arrival back to the hangar he did not see MRS. BRONNENBERG.
MR. BRONNENBERG advised he assumed she was flying with MR. BLANCO in the Skyboy aircraft,
because both were absent from the hangar.

MR. BRONNENBERG advised moments later, while inside the hanger he heard a loud bang; however,
he stated he paid no attention to the noise until he heard someone mention that a plane had just
crashed. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated he looked outside the hangar and observed a crashed plane
just west of the hangar, at which time he ran to where the crashed aircraft was located. MR.
BRONNENBERG advised upon his arrival at the aircraft, he observed MR. BLANCO seated on the left
side of the aircraft and MRS. BRONNENBERG seated on the right side of the aircraft. MR.
BRONNENBERG advised the left side seat of the aircraft is commanded by the pilot and the right side
seat is designated for the passenger. MR. BRONNENBERG stated that both victims were wearing their
seatbelts.

MR. BRONNENBERG advised he cut the seatbelt off of MRS. BRONNENBERG and pulled her out of
the plane, at which time PAUL DAVIS, who works at a local hospital, and an unknown female, who is a
nurse, performed CPR on the victim. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated that other bystanders pulled MR.
BLANCO out of the plane. MR. BRONNENBERG stated he left the scene prior to the arrival of this
detective because he was in the Vietnam War and his father recently passed away and he was tired of
seeing people die.

MR. BRONNENBERG advised he was unaware if MR. BLANCO did any other flying in the plane on
October 29, 2011. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated the plane has been grounded and not able to fly for
the past two to three weeks. MR. BRONNENBERG stated he never observed the plane in the air;
however, he advised he heard from other individuals at Richards Field that MR. BLANCO was
performing stall maneuvers. MR. BRONNENBERG indicated that vortex generators are placed on the
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plane to assist in the stall maneuvers or the landing of the aircraft. MR. BRONNENBERG advised that
stall maneuvers are a common practice at Richards Field and are also a common training practice.

MR. BRONNENBERG was unable to provide any further information concerning this investigation.

On Thursday, November 3, 2011, at approximately 8:00 a.m., this detective, along with Homicide
Bureau SERGEANT MICHAEL BRACCI, met with JOSE OBREGON and EDWARD CARDENAS at the
Miami-Dade Police Department Headquarters Homicide Bureau. MR. OBREGON advised that MRS.
BRONNENBERG had a sport pilot license, which allows her to fly planes. MR. OBREGON further
advised that the aircraft in which MR. BLANCO was flying had gas, was fully operational in flight;
however, there were no monitoring and no recordings for the radio frequencies.

PERSONAL DATA - VICTIM:

ricK BLANCO, I

Medical History — hypertension and high cholesterol
Criminal History — N/A
Next of Kin — The victim's wife, KARLA BLANCO, of NG
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PERSONAL DATA — VICTIM 2:

Medical History — No known medical conditions

Criminal History — N/A
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CASE DISPOSITION:

Property Disposition — Refer to property receipts.

EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED

Next of Kin — The victim’s husband, DICK BRONNENBERG, of | I \/=rgate, Florida,
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é 10/29/2011 DECEASED PERSON BLANCO, RICK
ACCIDENTAL DEATH & Comenes | "RPT 2223
INVESTIGATION INTO THE ACCIDENTAL DEATHS OF RICK BLANCO, I
AND SANDRA BRONNENBERG, I WHICH OCCURRED ON SATURDAY,

OCTOBER 29, 2011, AT APPROXIMATELY 10:20 A.M., AT RICHARDS FIELD, LOCATED AT 22101
SW 202 AVENUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33177 (PLANE CRASH)

NARRATIVE SUMMARY:

On Saturday, October 29, 2011, at approximately 11:10 a.m., this investigator was contacted by Miami-
Dade Police Department Homicide Bureau DETECTIVE CHRISTOPHER VILLANO, regarding a plane
crash, at Richards Field, located at 22101 SW 202 Avenue. DETECTIVE VILLANO advised that there
Jwere two victims deceased on the scene and requested that this investigator respond to the scene and
assist him in the investigation.
At 12:15 p.m., this investigator arrived on the scene and made contact with Homicide Bureau
SERGEANT MICHAEL BRACCI, who requested this investigator contact the Miami-Dade County
Medical Examiner Department and request a Medical Examiner respond to the scene.

At 12:21 p.m., this investigator contacted the Miami-Dade County Medical Examiner Department and
made contact with INVESTIGATOR CINDY LARSON. INVESTIGATOR LARSON advised that Medical
Examiner DR. ERICA CURRY was responding to the scene.

Next, DETECTIVE VILLANO requested this investigator interview a witness that observed the plane
crash.
. of

Subsequently, this investigator made contact with MAXIMINO REYES,

hMiami, Florida 33177, cellular phone number MR. REYES
advised that he has been flying since 1982 and flying ultra light aircrafts since 1996. He explained that
he has been a member of Light Aircraft Flyers Association for about one month. He stated that on the

day of the accident, he arrived at Richards Field at around 10:00 a.m., and was talking to his friend, who
was at the hanger for an annual pilot’s luncheon.
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MR. REYES related that while he was speaking to his friend, he was showing him the work he was
going to complete on another friend's Cessna when he observed the aircraft in the air. He reported that
the aircraft did one short stall, then right after did a second stall that was not recovered. He advised that
the aircraft began to spiral around 350 feet and struck the ground. He recounted that when the aircraft
struck the ground; he ran over to the aircraft and discovered the pilots clearly deceased. He continued
stating that stalls are practiced in case of an emergency situation. Lastly, he did not know the pilots and
could not provide any further information regarding the investigation.

Next, DETECTIVE VILLANO requested this investigator interview another witness that observed the
plane crash. '

At 1:16 p.m., this investigator made contact with THOMAS A. BURTON, I Of
T \V'iami, Florida 33176, cellular phone number . ome phone
number | NNIIIIE. VR BURTON advised that he retired from United Airlines in 2004, after 40
years of being a pilot. He advised that he was cycling with his friend, identified as MADELAINE VOLUM
from Deering Estates to Richards Field. He explained that MADELAINE’S husband, identified as
PETER, has an ultra light aircraft inside of the hangar at Richards Field. ’ '

MR. BURTON explained that they arrived at the hangar and were outside talking. He stated that he
heard the engine of an aircraft and looked up. He reported that he observed the aircraft flying in a south,
southwest direction at an estimated 100 feet. He explained that as the aircraft was flying north,
northeast at a straight level, it suddenly spiraled out of control, at a steep angle back in a south,
southwest direction. :

MR. BURTON recounted that the aircraft's wing and nose dropped, it spun once or twice, and could not
tell if the engine was on or not. He further related that he could not tell if the aircraft was practicing any
maneuvers. Lastly, he advised that once the aircraft struck the ground, he notified emergency services.
MR. BURTON could not provide any further information regarding the investigation.
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Subsequent to the interviews, this investigator briefed DETECTIVE VILLANO on the information that
was obtained.
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INVESTIGATION INTO THE ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF RICK BLANCO, ,
AND SANDRA BRONNENBERG, _ WHICH OCCURRED ON SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2011, AT APPROXIMATELY 10:20 A.M., AT RICHARDSON FIELD, LOCATED AT
22101 SW 202 AVENUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33177.

NARRATIVE SUMMARY:

On Saturday, October 29, 2011, at approximately 11:07 a.m., this detective was notified by
DETECTIVE C. VILLANO, ID #5394, of the Miami-Dade Police Department, Homicide Bureau, that a
plane had crashed in a field located at 22101 SW 202 Avenue. Continuing, DETECTIVE VILLANO
advised that the victims, identified as RICK BLANO and SANDRA BRONNENBERG, were seated

inside the aircraft when it crashed. He disclosed that the victims were pronounced deceased on the
scene.

This detective was requested to respond to the scene and assist DETECTIVE VILLANO, who had been
designated as the lead detective in regards to this investigation.

At approximately 12:15 p.m., this detective arrived at the scene and made contact with SERGEANT M.
BRACCI, ID #1500, of the Miami-Dade Police Department, Homicide Bureau. This detective was
subsequently requested to interview a witness, RAFAEL LIMA.

At _approximately 12:50 p.m., this detective made contact with RAFAEL LIMA, _
I . oo 5517,

Upon interviewing MR. LIMA, he advised this detective that he is a member of the Light Aircraft Flyers
Associations, which is a flying club based out of Homestead General Airport. Continuing, he indicated
that this club has approximately 14 to 15 members. He went on to relate that one of the victims, RICK
BLANCO, was a member of this club as well. Additionally, MR. BLANCO was an acquaintance of MR.
LIMA.

In regards to the incident, MR. LIMA mentioned that he spoke to MR. BLANCO prior to him taking off in
the aircraft. He informed this detective that MR. BLANCO advised him that the plane was “flying fine,”
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and that he was going up for a pleasure flight, not fraining.” This detective learned that MR. BLANCO
took off in the aircraft with MS. BRONNENBERG. According to MR.LIMA, approximately five minutes
after takeoff, the plane, which was at an attitude of approximately 1,000 feet began to spin to its left
making two revolutions. Initially, MR. LIMA thought that MR. BLANCO was conducting a maneuver;
however, during the second revolution, it appeared a though MR. BLANCO did not have control of the
plane. He also indicated that the aircraft was intact while it was spinning. MR. LIMA ran into the club’s
hanger and informed the other members that the victim was in trouble. While inside the hanger, MR.
LIMA heard the aircraft crash. MR. LIMA explained that he then entered his black Nissan Frontier and
began to drive towards the crash site. Upon arrival, he observed the victims being attended to by
civilians. While on the scene, MR. LIMA observed fuel coming out of the aircraft, at which time he
turned the plane’s engines off. Miami-Dade Fire Rescue responded to the scene and subsequently
pronounced the victims deceased. '

When asked about information in regards to the aircraft, he mentioned that it is considered a “Light
Sport" and is registered with the FAA. He also explained that the aircraft is required to have an annual
inspection and a certificate of air worthiness, which should be visible in a clear packet located
somewhere inside the aircraft.

MR. LIMA concluded the interview by indicating that the club utilizes a private field which does not have
a tower. He related that this type of field is referred to as an “unmanned” field. Additionally, he stated
that members were required to pay a fee to be in the “Light Aircraft Flyers Association”.

During the interview of MR. LIMA, he reported that MR. BLANCO appeared to be in good health and
had no complaints.

No further information was provided by this witness.

At approximately 1:20 p.m., this detective interviewed JOHN GUDMUNDSSON, N
I 121, Florida 33157,

MR. GUDMUNDSSON advised this detective that he was riding his bicycle from Palmetto Bay to the
hanger located on the incident. After arrival, MR. GUDMUNDSSON was _sittin in the rear of the
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hanger when he observed a yellow aircraft flying level. MR. GUDMUNDSSON explained that the
aircraft nose began to dip slightly before spinning to the left approximately one or two times. Shortly
after, MR. GUDMUNDSSON heard a crash and began running towards the crash site.

In addition to the above information, MR. GUDMUNDSSON advised that upon arriving at the crash site,
the pilot and passenger were being tended to by other individuals. He went on to relate that he could
not see who was inside the aircraft and did not know either victim. MR. GUDMUNDSSON then
responded back to the hanger.

Lastly, MR. GUDMUNDSSON mentioned that the plane looked intact when spinning and he was not
present when the plane took off from the airfield.

No further information was provided by this witness.

At approximately 2 p.m., this detective was requested by DETECTIVE VILLANO to conduct the Scene
and Body portion of the investigation.

At 5:15 p.m., volunteers began to disassemble the aircraft in the field. The parts were placed on a
trailer which was moved into the hanger located on the scene and secured for further investigation by
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

SCENE:

The scene is confined to 22101 SW 202 Avenue, an avocado field that is adjacent to a private airstrip,
Richards Airfield, which is located in an agricultural area. A paved asphalt roadway is located on the
south end of the area. A wrecked, yellow 2004 Interplane “Sky Boy” fixed wind single engine aircraft
with “N587864” written on the tail is located between two avocado trees north of the roadway. The
aircraft is in an upright position with the engine and propeller atop. One of the five propellers is ripped.
A Portable Collision Avoidance System, Serial Number 34324, and an unknown damaged gauge are
on the grass south of the aircraft. Aircraft debris is observed throughout the grassy area. A cellular
telephone with a yellow rubber cover is observed under the right front passenger seat. A pair of orange
“Harley Davidson” sunglasses are on the grass southwest to the right front passenger seat. A key
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| WAS DISPATCHED TO THE ABOVE LOCATION REFERENCE AN PLANE CRASH. UPON ARRIVAL, Z

#O7 WS, BONNENBERG WAS OUT OF THE AIRCRAFT AND BYSTANDERS WERE GIVING HER CPR. Z #1/

MR. BLANCO WAS IN THE LEFT SEAT AND BEING PULLED OUT BY BYSTANDERS, WHO STARTED CPR.

I NT TO Z #27 MS. BONNENBERG FIRST AND ATTACHED THE AED, GIVING HER TW!

HOCKS AND

NARRATIVE

THEN THE AED ADVISED TO GIVE CPR. | REQUESTED THE BYSTANDERS TO CONTINUE GIVING CPR,

WHICH THEY DID AND TWENT TO Z #1/ MR. BLANCO THEN AND ATTACHED THE AED..
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| GAVE ONE SHOCK TO Z #1/ MR. BLANCO AND THEN THE AED ADVISED TO CONTINUE CPR WHICH | DID WITH THE AID OF

BYSTANDER AND TANKER #60/ LT. SHERELL ARRIVED A FEW SECONDS LATER AND TOOK OVER MEDICAL ATTENTION

AND PRONOUNCED BOTH PARTIES DECEASED.

W #1/ MR. MAXMENOR WAS AT THE BACK OF THE AIRCRAFT UPON MY ARRIVAL, AND STATED HE WITNESSED THE|

CRASH. W #1/ MR. MAXMENOR STATED HE OBSERVED THE AIRCRAFT DOING STALLS AND THEN WENT INTO A STALL AND A
SPIN AND CRASHED INTO THE GROUND. -

W #2/ MR. LIMA STATED HE OBSERVED THE AIRCRAFT DOING STALLS, AND WHEN IT WENT INTO ITS LAST STALL THE|

LEFT WING DIPPED AND THE AIRCRAFT WENT INTO A LEFT TURN SPIN DID THREE SPINS AND HIT THE GROUND.

W #3/ MR. PIZANO STATED HE OBSERVED THE AIRCRAFT IN A SPIN AND HIT THE GROUND.

W #2/MR. LIMA STATED BOTH OCCUPANTS (Z #1 & Z #2) HAD YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN THIS TYPE OF AIRCRAFT AND

THAT Z #1/ MR. BLANCO HAD A REGULAR PILOTS LICENSE.

HOMICIDE DET. VILLANO/ 3140 NOTIFIED AT 1110 AND RESPONDED TO TAKE OVER THE SCENE.

UNITS ON SCENE: C-2000/ LT. RODRIGUEZ C-2200/ SGT. HOLTZ
C-2100/ SGT. ALMEIDA A-212/ DET. WIGGINS
AG-214/ DET. FERNANDEZ C-2501/ A/SGT. BOCTIC
C-2503/ OFC. MART!I C-2504/ OFC. ZAMORSK!
C-2506/ OFC. CABERRA C-2507/ OFC. MCPHERSON
C-2508/ OFC. KING

FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONDERS: TANKER #60/ LT. SHERELL

BATTALLION #7/ CHIEF JADALAM

LADDER #16/ LT LUNDSFORD RESCUE #16/ CAPT. AGILUA

PRONOUNCED DECEASED TIME: Z #1 AT 1035 AND Z #2 AT 1037%
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