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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. JONES: This is an interview wth Tina
Evans, regarding the Staten Island Ferry incident on
Oct ober 15.

And Ms. Evans, this is being recorded and is
t hat okay with your perm ssion?

MRS. EVANS. Yes, it is. You have ny
perm ssion to record this interview

MR, JONES: Okay. My nane is Rob Jones, with
the NTSB and Richard Gonzalez is here with the U S.
Coast Cuard.

Ms. Evans, in your own words, if you could
take us back approximately where you were on the ferry,
and the first indication that sonething was goi ng w ong
or whatever you can renenber about that day.

MRS. EVANS: Sure. Let’'s see, | got on the
boat, was headed back home. Ckay. Like |I usually do,
sit inthe mddle part of the boat. | was just reading
i ke sone paperwork, |ooking at nmy watch, noticing it
was about five to 10 m nutes before the boat should
dock, so it is tinme for me to get up and be down stairs
to where the doors are. Ckay.

MR. JONES: Excuse ne, SO you were on the,
what | evel were you sitting on?

MRS. EVANS: | don't, whatever the, not the
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top, not the very bottom

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MRS. EVANS: But --

MR, JONES: The mi ddl e.

MRS. EVANS: The mi ddl e.

MR. JONES: Ckay. That is fine.

MRS. EVANS: | don’t know what the decks are
cal | ed.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MRS. EVANS: Ckay. Al right. So, | just put
my stuff away, headed down to where the doors woul d be
and | noticed that it wasn't right. W weren't, we
weren’'t slow ng dowmn. We weren't positioned the
correct way comng at the pier. | could see what
| ooked |ike part of a pier. | don’t know, okay. And |
didn’t hear any announcenents |ike usually would be,
docking in slip nunber four, five, St. CGeorge, to take
your bel ongings with you and, you know, thank you for
riding the Staten Island Ferry and have a nice day.
And because of that, it is like, okay, it is wong, it
is too fast, so | just started like, | turned around
and started |like running up the stairs, towards where |
was seated before this. And we didn't, we didn’'t slow
down. We nust have hit sonething because | can

remenber |ike stuff starting to fall. | can renenber a
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man next to ne, | don’t know what happened to that man,

and that is kind of what ny recollection of things

wer e.
One of the next things |I remenber is what

woul d cone to be four police officers, | would assune,

in front of me, I was asking themjust |ike, please,

help me, do sonmething for nme, you know. After that
remenber, | don’t know who the cop was, the voice was
al ways behind ne, you know, telling ne, it is going to
be fine, we are going to get you to the anbul ance. He
rode with me in the anbul ance. | can renmenber them
like cutting off ny clothes and stuff in the anbul ance.
| can renmenber them asking nme ny nane in the anbul ance
and telling what ny nane was. And | can renenber
arriving here. And that is about all my recollection,
but I was told by one of the staff here, the social

wor ker, that | had given the cop in the anbul ance or
sonebody, ny husband’ s nane and cell phone nunber,
because | couldn’t figure out how he was call ed.

And the next thing | know I renmenber waki ng
up Friday, Friday is nmy best recollection of
everything, of getting up. And that is about it on the
boat. You know, there was no, nobody was scream ng.
There was nothing out of the ordinary really.

MR, JONES: Ckay.
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MRS. EVANS:. You know, |ike we were in danger.

MR. JONES: Do you renenber where you were,
after you renenber the boat striking and then the next
thing is the cops around you.

MRS. EVANS: Do | renenber where | was?

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MRS. EVANS: No clue where | was.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MRS. EVANS: No clue at all.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MRS. EVANS: All right.

MR. JONES: And did you see any crew nenbers
around, hel ping? Could you identify the crew?

MRS. EVANS. | didn’t see any crew nenbers,
period. Usually, because | ride the boat every day,
usual ly you see the crew nenbers wal k by us all and
head |i ke down, because | get off in the |lower part,
head down pass us all, go outside. They are usually
sayi ng excuse ne and stuff. | didn't see any crew
menbers. | didn’t see anybody with a deck hand shirt.

| didn't see any white shirts. And usually you see
t hose guys wal king by you all the tine.
MR, JONES: Ckay.
MRS. EVANS: Even wal ki ng around the boat, |

didn't see that.
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MR. JONES: Ckay. So not hing ahead of the
acci dent.

MRS. EVANS: Not hi ng ahead of the accident.

MR. JONES: How about after the accident?

MRS. EVANS: | don’t renmenmber nuch after,
didn't see, no. Don't renmenber seeing themafter the
acci dent.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MRS. EVANS: But, they are usually like
everywhere before the accident.

MR, JONES: And did you, how did you feel just
about the response after the accident? Do you think
you were gotten off to the hospital in a tinmely manner?

MRS. EVANS: Fromthe tine, | think so, from
my recollection, fromthe tinme that | first saw those
police officers to the tine that | got here. | don't
know what the tine, tine franme was, but, you know, |
t hi nk so.

MR, JONES: Okay. Just to hel p you gauge that
alittle bit, it is going fromthe records |I can get,
fromthe tinme it happened to the tine the boat got to
t he dock, where police and fire could cone, it was
about 23 m nutes.

MRS. EVANS: | have no recollection of those

23 m nut es.
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MR. JONES: Yeah.

MRS. EVANS: After whatever started |ike
com ng down, | have no recoll ection.

MR. JONES: Yeah. And how is everything going
her e? It seens quite the hospital.

MRS. EVANS: Except for yesterday, everything
was going fine here.

MR, JONES: Ckay. Sorry that happened.

MRS. EVANS: Ckay.

MR. JONES: Yeah, that was, that was just the
1-2-0 detectives, huh?

MRS. EVANS: Yes.

MR JONES: | will make sure, | neet them
every night, I will nmake sure that they know about it,
at least from that is what | gathered from your
response here.

MRS. EVANS: Yes.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

Do you have anything, Richard?

MR, GONZALEZ: No, actually you asked the
guestions that | was going to ask. Were were you
when, before the inpact and al so the, had you seen any
deck hands around, but you al ready answered all those.
Thank you.

MR, JONES: Ckay.
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MRS. EVANS: Ckay. Al right.

MR. JONES: You say you normally, you ride the
ferry every day.

MRS. EVANS. Every day.

MR. JONES: So, you hear the announcenents
every day.

MRS. EVANS: Every day at both ends. Yes.

MR. JONES: And you do see the crew heading --

MRS. EVANS: The crew goes down through
about, you know, you can al nost gauge them you know,
they are com ng down through so it is about time for
the boat to be getting in. You also know that when the
boat starts getting in, we start slow ng down.

MR. JONES: There you go.

MRS. EVANS: In the past. And we are pointed
in adifferent direction than what we were pointed in.

MR JONES: Right.

MRS. EVANS: (Ckay. You can actually see where
t hi ngs that come down.

MR. JONES: And do you usually get off the
| ower |evel?

MRS. EVANS: | get at the |lower |evel on ny
way to work and if Wayne is picking me up fromwork, I
al ways get out at the |ower |evel.

MR, JONES: Ckay.
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MRS. EVANS: Ckay.

MR. JONES: So that is nostly for people that
are getting picked up by cars, then.

MRS. EVANS: Yeah, it is everybody getting
pi cked up by cars.

MR, JONES: R ght. Because | noticed with al
t he construction down there, why would anybody want,
choose to go out that way as opposed to the upper
| evel, where is, you know, just out to the buses and
wal k up the ranps to where the public parking m ght be
up, up in town.

MRS. EVANS: Well, you can wal k out to your
car, you can park your cars down there, too.

MR JONES: Right.

MRS. EVANS: During the day. So, yeah, that
is why | would get out at the | ower |evel.

MR. JONES: Yes. A couple of things we have
been hearing and well, | don’t want to put anything,
any words in your nmouth, one of the things we asked at
the end of an interview, you ride the ferry daily, you
see what goes on all the time. |Is there anything you
can recomend, a safety idea, anything that cones to
mnd after an incident like this, that m ght help the
ferries or people that are on them or yoursel f?

MRS. EVANS: Yeah. One thing, if this is
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goi ng to happen again, if this ever happened again, and
we weren’'t, they need to give, provide sone sort of
i ke announcenent that, yeah, we are either like, we
are about to hit, you know, please either nove to a
certain part of the boat, or whatever procedure they
put in place for the passengers, you know. That is the
bi ggest thing is communication and there wasn’t any.

MR. JONES: You were right on the stairwell,
correct?

MRS. EVANS: Yeah. In fact, | was al nost down
to the bottom

MR. JONES: And you didn’t hear anything down

t here?

MRS. EVANS: | didn’'t hear anything. It was
qui et .

MR. JONES: Not even a single shout from
anybody?

MRS. EVANS: | didn’'t hear anything.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MRS. EVANS: It is like we all are just in
shock and awe. Like this is about to happen and j ust
get out of there.

MR JONES: Right.

MRS. EVANS: Yeah.

MR, JONES: Okay. Ms. Evans, that is all
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have. | appreciate your tine.

MRS. EVANS: You are wel cone.

MR. JONES: Actually, we could talk to
yourself now, this is an interview with Daniel?

MR. EVANS: \Wayne.

MR, JONES: Wayne, | amsorry. | have got
Dani el from somewhere

MR. JONES: Wayne Evans, and this is being
taped, if that is okay with you.

MR. EVANS: You have ny perm ssion to tape
this interview

MR. JONES: Ckay. Al right. M. Evans, from
your point of view

MR. EVANS: | work at night, and ny wife
called me and asked if it would be okay to pick her up
fromthe boat, because her neeting was cancel ed and she
was com ng hone early to do sonme honework. So | drove
to the ferry termnal. And as | was driving down Bay
Terrace, the first thing |I noticed sonething seened
strange. One of the ferries, | couldn't tell you
whether it was going to Manhattan or comng into Staten
| sland. Just the angle of it seened close to Governor’s
| sl and. It just stuck in ny mnd seeing that in play,
the direction of it, where it was to the Governor’s

Island. And | parked ny car down the passenger pick up
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area, which is on the |lower |evel now because of the
construction, by the side of the ferry termnal.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. EVANS: | sat in the car, then the ferry
came to the termnal and ny initial thought was it was
an enpty ferry, because they sonetines store in the
piers when they are not using themin the rush hour.
And then as it got a bit closer, | hear the engines,

i ke revving noises of the engines. And then seen it

hit the pier. Still ny initial thought was it an enpty
ferry. And then it noved, | actually saw people on the
upper level. And then there was construction workers

and police officers running fromthe ferry term na
over to that pier.

And then there is a ferry, ferry boat in
there, who started maneuvering the ferry backwards and
| could see the side was all ripped open and the front
was all bent in.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. EVANS: And then there was three fellows
runni ng around and | asked themif that was the three
o’ cl ock boat from Manhattan, and they didn't know. And
then the ferry termnal, they started closing that up,
they started closing the areas off and ended up on the

street. And | was like frantic, | was dialing Tina's
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cell phone, non stop, trying to get ahold of her. And
| was asking the police and the anbul ance service and
nobody knew who had been taken the hospital.

And then | net with sone ot her people |ooking
for relatives and we were directed by one of the

anbul ance workers to the ferry termnal, they told ne

they had the information set up there. | go up to the
ferry termnal, they said, no, it is Burrow Hall. So,
we went to Burrow Hall, and they tell us, no, it is

around the corner in the courthouse, in the jury room

So, | got there and | just was about to register ny
wife for the Red Cross, and ny cell rung and it was the
social worker for St. Vincent's, saying that ny wfe
was being admtted to, was in the hospital. And at the
time ny car was still in car park and | had no noney on
me, and they arranged for an officer to drive ne to the
hospital. And | am not sure about the tine |line,
probably around 6: 30, seven 0’ cl ock.

MR. JONES: About the tinme you got here?

MR. EVANS: Probably later than that, | had to
wait, wait a long tinme for the officer to cone back and
take me to the hospital. Wen | arrived here, | was
taken to the waiting area. | was told that she was in
the ER  And none of the staff would give nme her

condition. They wanted the doctors to tell nme how she
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was. At that tinme the Cty Council men were here, the
Mayor was here. Soci al workers were talking to ne.
And then | don’t know how late it was, and the doctor
canme out and told ne what had happened to her. That is
it.

MR, JONES: Ckay. Wien you said you | ooked,
you were at Bay Terrace, is that the last set of lights
bef ore you head down?

MR. EVANS: Yeah, it goes up the hill, and you
can | ook over, you can see the water.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MRS. EVANS: The wat erways of Mnhatt an.

MR, JONES: Okay. And sonething | ooked at of
sorts to you then?

MR. EVANS: Just the angle of the ship.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MR. EVANS: One of the ferries, | know they
normally go to Manhattan that way and they cone to
Staten Island, you know, closer to the Statute of
Li berty.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MR. EVANS: So, | couldn’t tell which way the
boat was going. Just fromthe angle of it, it didn't
| ook right.

MR. JONES: Yeah. Do you know, were you are
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at light, like the corner, | wouldn’'t mnd taking that
| ook fromthat view nyself?

MR. EVANS: You have the traffic light on the
corner, there, where buses cone down, you go up that
hill.

JONES: Ri ght.
EVANS:. And you | ook over there area.
JONES: kay.

2 3 3 3

EVANS. As you are driving up.

2

JONES: All right. And then when you cane
down, you parked and got out of car or --

MR. EVANS: No, | sat in ny car.

MR. JONES: I|Is that at a stall or was that at
that turn around, where you just are waiting for her to
wal k out ?

MR. EVANS: Yeah, down Butler HIl, sonme other
cars and | just parked in the bin, besides of the ferry
term nal

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. EVANS: Before the first, you know t hose
two stop signs?

MR. JONES: Right.

MR, EVANS: It is before the first one.
MR, JONES: Ckay.
MR. EVANS: And you conme down the hill, just
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around the bend.

MR, JONES: And so you didn’t --

MR, EVANS: | didn't pull all the way up to
the ferry, no.

MR, JONES: Okay. So you parked there.

MR. EVANS: Yeah.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And that is when you saw the
ferry going by.

MR. EVANS: Pass the ferry termnal. M first
reaction was that it was an enpty ferry they were
taking over there to the pier, because sonetines those
ferries are over there.

MR. JONES: Al right. I know there was a
small ferry in there.

MR. EVANS: There was.

MR JONES: It is like alittle maintenance
ferry. Was it that or was it a tugboat that --

MR EVANS: | think it was the little white
tug.

MR. JONES: Ckay. That went out to assist the
boat .

MR. EVANS: Alittle white tug, yeah.

MR JONES: All right. And were you trying to
get on the boat or | amsure you were trying to find

your wife and --
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MR. EVANS: Trying to find my wife.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MR. EVANS: The police and the fire fighters,
they couldn’t, there is no access fromthat area, they
have to go further up the street and around to get onto
the boat. And then they noved it anyway and nobody
would et me to the ferry term nal

MR. JONES: And the police were just keeping
ever ybody out.

MR. EVANS:. Keepi ng everybody out, yeah.

MR. JONES: So, anything, Richard?

MR. GONZALEZ: Yes. Did you happen to see,
you said you saw people on the ferry?

MR, EVANS: | did on the top |evel.

MR. GONZALEZ: The top |evel.

MR. EVANS: Just sonebody in white tee shirt
nmove in the window and | just, that is the first
indication, | sawthat it was actually a full, you
know, well, not full, but people on that ferry.

MR, GONZALEZ: And when you saw, when they
were pulling, when they were | eaving, did you happen to
see how it was noving, was it noving backwards or was
it noving out fromthe --

MR. EVANS: It was novi ng backwards and the

ferry, tug was turning it.
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al so

yoursel f,

GONZALEZ: Ckay.

GONZALEZ: Thank you.

2 3 3 3

18

EVANS:. The damage was goi ng out.

JONES: | did hear sone of what you said,

| would |ike to open up the opportunity for

after being through sonething like this, you

know, with your wife and fromthe perspective, |ooking

for the injured, you know, your

| oved ones,

is there

anyt hi ng you can suggest that would hel p things

anywher e?

MR EVANS: | know it is chaos, |

t hrough an energency, training nyself,

Navy, Royal Navy.

MR JONES: Yes.

MR. EVANS: It is difficult,

have been

| was in the

peopl e don’t

know, it is hard to say whether you should have a

i mredi ate |ist of people that they have taken to

hospi tal s.

you know, on regular basis, until they get,

an emnergency,

for

hours.

It is hard to say.

MR. JONES: Right.

MR. EVANS: | am sure people train for this,

MR. JONES: Right.

you know,

information is set up, you don’t know.

MR. EVANS: It is tough, very hard not know ng

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS,
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MR. JONES: Right, | amsure, | amsure it is.
| am sure

That is all | have right now. Unless you
can, either one of you can think of anything el se you
would i ke to, you would like to say?

MR. EVANS: No.

MRS. EVANS: No.

MR. JONES: Thank you. | amgoing to end the
i nterview.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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