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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. JONES: This is Rob Jones with the NTSB.
And we are conducting an interview of, could you state
your nane?

MR. AG N Shiram Agi n.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Wll, we will do the
spelling on that. Ckay.

MR AGN SHI-RAM AGNI.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Al right, sir, if you
coul d take us back to, just a couple of m nutes before
the accident, what you were seeing, where you were
| ocated on the vessel.

MR AG@ N Ckay. | was -- of the ferry, by the
exit. And there were a couple of -- very close to the
exit.

MR. JONES: Can you estimate about how far you

were back, a couple of rows, by the seats?

MR. AG N. About 20 feet.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Twenty feet fromthe doors.
MR. AG N Yeah, the doors.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. AG N Yeah.

MR. JONES: Okay. What happened next?

MR AG@ N Al of a sudden, you know, | know

when we approached the dock, the ferry slows down. |

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

have been riding the ferry for the last 25 years.
Okay. Al of sudden it |like zoom |like a jet, you know,
it went so fast, you know, all the people started
scream ng and goi ng backwards, you know. Then | don’t
know, all the debris fell on nme, bounced sideways, you
know, everything. | saw people just scream ng.

MR. JONES: Did you notice the people running
first or --

MR AG@ N Yes, they were running fromthe,
fromthe front to the back

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. AG N. Wien they saw maybe it was going to

hit. They just started scream ng and --

MR. JONES: And you were seated at the tine.
AG@ N | was seated all the tine.
JONES: kay.

AGN Al the tine.

JONES: And when you saw t hem runni ng.
AG N Right.

JONES: You started running?

AG@ N | started running.

JONES: kay.

3 » 33 %3 3%

AG@ N And there were a few people sitting
next to me. They couldn’t even nove. | don’t know,

t hey, a couple of wonen, they collapsed, and just laid

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

on the floor. And | knew, ny leg was hurt, so,
couldn’t hardly walk nyself. | couldn’t get out, you
know. But, it was too |ate anyway, | nean, you know,
the debris was all over the pl ace.

MR. JONES: And prior to this happening did
you hear any, any bells or whistles?

MR AG@ N Nothing at all. There was no
announcenent, not hi ng.

MR. JONES: You just, you just realized that
the vessel was going faster than you are used to.

MR. AG N The last couple of mnutes.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. AG N Before the end of the journey, you
know, all the way, no problemat all. It was going
nice and snooth. But, | know by nmy experience, when we
approach the dock, sonewhere they put the ferry in
reverse to slowit dowmn. The newer ferry. d der
ferry, | think they put it in neutral, you know. This

| could see because that is why, all of sudden it is

going like zoom | nean, it wasn't |ike sl ow ng down,
it took the speed, you know, trenendous speed. | nean,
actually like a jet flying over you. Very fast.

MR, JONES: Did you realize an increase in
speed or was it just the sanme speed that --

MR AG@ N No, it increased its speed all of a
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sudden.

MR JONES: | amsorry, it increased its
speed.

MR. AG@ N Yeah, increased, right.

MR. JONES: Ckay. That is what --

MR AG@ N That is -- It was going, all of a
sudden it just, nore speed.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Al right. Take your tinme
and take a rest any tinme you want.

MR AG N Ckay.

MR, JONES: And after the accident, were you
assi sted by any crew nenbers?

MR AG N No crew, | had wait until the FDNY
showed up.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. AG N There were no crew nenbers at all.

MR. JONES: Do you know about where you were
when the vessel stopped? D d you get carried back
further into the vessel or when you were running?

MR AG@ N No, | was taken on the side of
vessel. | think two or three FDNY, they pick ne up.
And then I don’t know, | was just |ike blacked out for
atime being. Until | got into the anbul ance, then
knew agai n, you know, just |ike, you know, | was

al ready in the anbul ance.
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MR, JONES: Okay. | amgoing to turn it over
to the Detective right now

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Detective Mattei.

VWhat | evel were you on?

MR AGN On the | ower deck.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Lower | evel.

MR AG N Right, [ower |evel.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. Now you are facing
Staten Island on the |ower level --

MR. AG N R ght.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: Were you next to the w ndow
or in the mddle?

MR AG N The middle.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: O sitting to the left.

MR AG N The middle.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: So you were in the m ddle.

MR AG N R ght.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: And right in front of you
basically is the doors, the --

MR. AG N R ght.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR AGQ N Correct, right.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: In that area before you
struck did you see any crew nenbers conme down or --

MR AG@ N No. Not at all.
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DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay. Wat about during,
before it struck, and just the normal flight that you
were taking, the normal, you know, did any crew nenbers
wal ki ng down, cl eaning up anythi ng?

MR, AG N No.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: So you didn’t see any crew
menbers the whole tinme you were down there fromthe
Manhattan to the tine of the incident?

MR. AG N Exactly, right, right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. And you have been
taking the ferry for how | ong?

MR AG@ N Twenty five years.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. That is all | have.
MR. GONZALEZ: | have not hing, thank you, sir.
MR. AGQ N Thank you very nuch.

MR. JONES: Shiram first nanme?

MR AG N Yes, yes.

MR JONES: If there is anything you can
suggest that woul d have hel ped such a terrible
situation, other than the accident occurring, either
nmedi cal or something that you think, I would like to
gi ve you the opportunity to suggest it, if you come up
with an idea right now

MR AG@ N -- earlier, energency --

MR, JONES: Ckay.
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MR AG N Maybe | don't think -- But, | was

just laying there over a half hour.

i nterview,

MR. JONES: Ckay. If we need to do a follow up

could I have your phone nunber? Wuld that

be all right?

bi rt hday,

very nmuch.

2

AG N Yeah, sure.

JONES: kay.

AG N My hone number is XXXOOXXXXXX.
JONES: kay.

2 3 3 3

AG N Al right.

MR. JONES: And your date of birth, or your
how ol d are you?

MR AGQ N Eight, five, forty-six.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Great, Shiram Thank you

MR. AG@ N Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



