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PROCEEDI NGS
1:45 p.m

MR CURTIS: Good afternoon. It's Cctober 17
at 1:45 p.m W're here to do an interview with Sean
McDernmott of Staten Island Ferry Service, DOT. His
titleis --

THE WTNESS: CGivil Service title is Chief
Mar i ne Engi neer.

MR. CURTIS: -- Chief Marine Engineer. W've
been through the ground rules of the interview previous
tothis. | just want to remnd Sean that this isn't a
| egal investigation, we're not here to lay blanme to a
parties or persons, we're just here to hopefully find
out what caused the accident and hopefully not to have
it happen agai n.

We'll go around the table and identify
ourselves, who is in the room then we'll begin the
guestioning. I'mBrian Curtis with the NISB, Marine
Engi neeri ng Acci dent | nvesti gator.

MR. PARKER: Dave Parker with the Coast
Guard, Vessel Inspections.

MR DI BENEDETTO Detective Mke Di benedetto
with the New York City Police Departnent.

THE W TNESS: Sean McDernott, Staten Island
Ferry, New York Gty DOT.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MR CURTI S

Q kay, Sean, to being with, how | ong have you
been enpl oyed by the DOT?

A Since March of 1984.

Q A qui ck scenario or overview of what, when
and where with those jobs through the years?

A | cane on board in 1984 as a Marine Engi neer,
a provisional appointnent. |In 1986 | was pronoted to
Chi ef Engi neer and have served as a Chi ef Engi neer
since that time. | have served on the vessel, | have
served as a Port Engi neer and amcurrently working as a
Proj ect Engi neer on the new ferry construction, but I
al so assist fromtine-to-tinme engi neering personnel at
the facility here. Assist where needed.

Q So you're basically Mnday through Friday or
weekends?

A | am Monday through Friday fromusually 6:00
in the norning until 4:00 in the afternoon. Currently
two weeks a nonth I go out to Wsconsin to the shipyard
to performinspections on the new vessels and work with
t he design team

Q Regardi ng the accident, how did you find out
about it? How were you notified?

A | guess it was sonewhere around 3:25, | know

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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it was that tinme because | was getting ready to finish
up for the day and just as | was wapping up things on
nmy desk, | got a phone call from Ral ph McKenzie to
qui ckly cone out to the end of the pier, B-2 South.

| hung up the phone, ran downstairs, not
aware of what had occurred and when | | ooked down to
the end of the pier I had seen the Barberi now adrift.

Vell, it |ooked |like she was adrift.

At this time | was | ooking at what woul d have
been the -- if the New York end is the bow, | was
| ooki ng at the starboard side, the second that had not
been danmaged. | was not aware of what had occurred at
that tine.

Then at that tinme | had gotten to the end of
the pier and | had seen the tug boat had cone al ong
si de and was assisting the vessel, no lines on board,
but it was just pushing it clear, so | did not know if
t hey had any propul sion.

Then at one point | recognized that I saw a
wash fromthe stern and | had seen that she was under
her own power. | could then | ook across and | had seen
that the pier was damaged, the sections in the water,
and then | just saw the vessel proceed over to 5 Slip
in Saint George.

| then went over to 5 Slip and boarded the
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vessel and | went directly down below to the
engi neering space. | did not see anything on the deck,
ot her than from what was now the New York end of the
boat to the engine roomdoor. | then went directly
down below to inspect the engi neering space and see
what conditions there were down bel ow

Q Who did you see down there?

A In the control roomat that tine was Marine
Engi neer Kevin Douherty. At this time | could |ook
down the deck and I had seen that there was
consi der abl e damage, but when | saw Trevor, | could see
in his face as soon as | entered the control room that
he was quite flushed and he said that things were bad.

| asked himif he was okay, he was alright.
| asked hi m where everybody was at that tinme. | can
recall |ooking at the board just to see what the status
of the plant was and everything | ooked normal at that
time, quite briefly. | asked himif everything was
okay with the plant, he said yes.
| asked himif anything had happened in

engi neering space at that tinme and he said no. |
recall asking if there was any conmuni cation with the
bridge at any tine to say that there was any probl em
and he said no, there was no conmuni cati on down bel ow.

Then at that tinme | had observed that the
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conpressed air pressure was low, | think they had an
alarm | |ooked up and | saw both air conpressors were
running. By this tinme sone other people fromthe shore
si de gang had cone on board the vessel, so | took over
-- at that tine I kind of took over the watch, not in
an official sense, but | told Trevor that | would take
care of things. | saw that he was troubl ed.

As people came down, | directed themto check
the air conpressor, just to take a quick wal k around,
check the status of the plant, check the generators,
see if everything was okay down bel ow.

Q Did he say where the others were, whether
they were in the engine roomor had gone top side at
t hat point?

A | believe they were up top side. Sonething
tells nme that | saw Charles Covella, Charlie Covella,
Chi ef Covella, up on the main deck.

The other G lers, | renmenber at sone point
seeing Pete Koutsoulias | believe down bel ow, but at
that tinme | had had other Marine O lers that were on

board the vessel that were assisting.

Q So you didn't assist with the injuries?
A | did not go top side.
Q Regardi ng the vessels, how many cl asses are

t here and how many vessels in each class?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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A "Il start with the ol dest vessels, which are
t he Kennedy Class. They were put into service in 1965.
There are three vessels in the Kennedy O ass, they are
di esel /el ectric, carry approxi mately 3,500 passengers.

The next class of vessel is the Barberi

Class, put into service | guess in 1981, |I'd have to
clarify that, but it was the early '80s, 6,000
passengers.

Q How nmany are there of thenf

A There are two vessels in that class, the
Barberi ferry boat, Andrew J. Barberi and the ferry
boat Neuhaus. The Barberi was delivered first and the
Neuhaus cane into service sone tinme after her. She's

direct drive diesel.

Q |"msorry, the direct drive diesel are the --

A The Barberi Class, as far as the propul sion
system

Q kay.

A They carry 6,000 passengers and then the next
vessel to cone into the fleet was the Austin C ass.
She carries approximtely 1,500 people, 1,400,
sonething around that. She is also a direct drive Voyt
propul si on.

Q What did you call it propul sion?

A Voyt. She's simlar to the Barberi. It's a
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smal ler unit, but she's Voyt, again 1984, sonmewhere
around there she was put into service. She's strictly
used at this time for night service, the Austin d ass.

Q How many Austin C ass?

A Two vessels. She normally runs from 11: 00 at
night until 6:00 in the norning.

Q The nanmes of those in the Austin O ass?

A The Alice Austin and the John Noble. She's
207 feet long, the Barberi is 310 and the Kennedy is
294. Al of them have -- Kennedy has a beam of 69 feet
and the Barberi has a beam of 70 feet,

Q The Austin?

A |'d have to check on that.

Q The nanes of the Kennedy O ass?

A The John F. Kennedy, the Herbert H Lehnman
and the American Legion.

Q Later 1'Il get the spec sheet on horsepower
and all that.

A Yes. |1'd use the CO and go by that. The
Bar beri and the Kennedy draw sonewhere in the range of
15 feet, roughly. That's a safe nunber on the draft.
The Barberi and Kennedy about 13, the Austin | guess
sonewhere around 8 feet.

Q That's a total of seven vessel s?

A Correct. And of course they ren nded ne
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yesterday of the Cosgrove.

Q W won't count that, since it's really --

A It's not a passenger carrier per se. W've
never had a conpl ai nt yet.

Q Enpl oyees, as far as new hires, what is the
criteria or the screening process for crew nenbers,
engi neering?

A Engi neeri ng space, beginning with the Chief

Engi neer, he would be required to have U S. Coast Guard

docunentation for Chief Engineer. | guess it's near
coastal or inland waters. | would say Chief Engi neer
is inland waters/near coastal. That would be in terns

of the m nimum requirenents.
The Marine Engineer at this tine is

consi dered an Assi stant Engi neer.

Q Whose requirenent is?
A It's an inland water designation, it's not
the full Third Assistant. | would have to check on

that, but it's the inland water title that they have
now.

Q kay.

A The Marine O lers, they are non-certified,
non- docunent ed, but in order to be enployed they would
have to have a mninmum of two years of experience to be

hi r ed.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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Q | s that processed through your office, the
hirings?
A Unless it is a civil service position, it is

done through the in-house personnel and the hiring is
done through the Ferry, yes.

Q CGetting into the mai ntenance systens now, you
don't have an SMS system per se, but what do you have
for your mai ntenance organi zation record keepi ng?

A We have a dat abase which is a systemwhich is
Paradox, it's a Mcrosoft systemthat was devel oped
during the "90s and it tracks all of our maintenance
and repair records by vessel. It also tracks it by of
course the date, who had submtted the record and by
trade. It gives a description of the work that was
per f or med.

We also track the work that is perforned
during the annual inspection and repair periods. Once
a year normally the vessel cones out for annual
i nspection and there is also docunents in the system
that provide -- to show the work that was perforned.

Q Does it kick out like preventative
mai nt enance, upcom ng nai nt enance due or just --

A No, it's not an active systemin terns of
that respect. It is done as a manual type of thing

where we keep track of the 500-hour services that are
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performed in the preventative periods, the oil hours,
the oil changes. These types of things we keep in a
manual type basis, in terns of by paper.

Q And t hose are kept --

A Those are kept through the Port Engineer's

Q By vessel ?

A This is by vessel, yes.

Q On that sheet it has basically what was done
| ast so you can tell what is due next?

A That's correct.

Q I f the vessel had a problem say a propul sion
problem a small propul sion problem how would you know
about that? Say it's just a small problem how woul d
that go through the systenf

A O course if it was on the vessel, the
engi neer woul d of course be aware of the problem |If
it was a mnor problemthat could wait, say a gauge was
not operating, it wasn't a safety concern, he would
fill out what we call a work request formif it wasn't
a priority and the work docunent would then be filled
out by the Chief ENngineer.

On that formyou would explain what the
probl em was and he could -- instead of just describing

what the probl emwas, he could offer sone
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(301) 565- 0064



10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
pil
22
23
24
25

13

t roubl eshooting or direct what m ght be done.

That form then conmes out to the Port
Engi neer. The Port Engi neer sort of assesses it and
prioritizes it. The Port Engineer then brings the
docunent down to the facility where it would be given
to Ral ph McKenzie, the Deputy Director of Engineering.
A copy would al so be given to be used for the database
entry on this record system and then that docunent
woul d be brought to the norning repair neeting which is
held at 8:00 in the norning.

At the norning neeting a copy woul d be
presented to the trade that woul d be responsible for
effecting the repairs and then that docunent woul d be

di scussed at the repair neeting in terns of what was

needed.
Q Then it's processed.
A Ri ght .
Q So the crew thenmsel ves don't do too rnuch

mai nt enance, it's nostly the repair shop here that does
t he vessel mmi ntenance?

A The preventative nmai ntenance, given the oi
change hours, fluids, that would be done by the crew,
but in terms of the nechanical side, preventative
mai ntenance in terns of if there's sone sort of

i nternal nechanical work that would be done, that would
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be done by in-house trades.

Q kay.

A Just to clarify, you said if there was a
propul sion problem if there was sonething --

Q Yes. Say it's a major issue.

A If there is a safety concern, the Chief
Engi neer or through the pilot house would, via radio or
land line if he went to the dock office, he would
i medi ately notify the Port Engineer's Ofice.

Q Has a safety concern been issued yet or no?

A No. It's alnost like instead of -- you're
not going to submt a docunment, you're going to perform
a verbal comunication to the shore side personnel

Q Oh, okay.

A That woul d probably be the Port Engi neer or
it could cone directly to Ral ph McKenzie. At that tine
the Port Engi neers woul d assess the probl em and
i medi ately the trades woul d be notified that there was
a problemand often as soon as the vessel arrives,
there are personnel standing by on the dock to take a
| ook at the problem and assess what needs to be done.

If there is a serious enough problem at that
time, the Chief Engineer or the judgnment on board or if
we feel that there is a problem enough that the Coast

Guard ought to be notified, a 2692 has to be devel oped
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and sent in, but the Chief Engineer or the Engi neer on
t he vessel would nake the determ nation whether the
vessel could continue to operate.

Q The 2692, what's the criteria for your
facility operation to submt a 2692 to the Coast CGuard?

A " mnot going to speak for the Departnent
because I'mnot at the waterfront right now, | don't
know what the relationship is, but certainly any tine
there is a | oss of power, any nechanical failure or if
there is any situation that results in an injury or
again, if there is any major problem nachinery |oss

probl em or damage the Coast Guard would be notified by

a 2692.

A 2692, | think currently they fill it out
and they actually fax it over to them In addition,
sonetinmes they will call the duty desk and informthem

that they have a problem so there is sonetinmes often
ver bal comuni cation as wel .

Q How | ong have you had the Paradox systemin
pl ace? Has it been there a while?

A " mgoing to guess sone tine around -- it was
certainly in place by the md '90s.

Q And t he Paradox systemis housed in the
facilities here?

A It's in the building here, yes. And it's
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al so accessible by the Port Engi neers through the | ocal
area network that we have in-house.
Q Regarding this vessel particularly and past

propul sion problens, are you famliar any?

A | am
Q Those were?
A The ones | was directly involved with, back

in "91 1 was a Port Engineer at the tine and we had
what turned out to be a bad connection in one of the
connection jacks that are used on the systemand it
resulted in a steering command which at this tinme was
-- | can't recall which end of the vessel.

It was only one end of the vessel and what
was happeni ng was that during maneuvering conditions,
whi chever propul sion was affected, you would get a
steering command, which neans a port or starboard. It
was not a thrust problem it was a steering problem and
that caused it -- at that tine the vessel was docking
in New York and they got this false signal and it
caused the vessel, the aft section of the vessel to go
towards the Coast CGuard facility that's there now and
it hit their pier.

There was sone structural danage, there was a
smal | hol e punched on the Staten Island end of the

vessel
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Q No injuries?
A No, there were no injuries. There was
anot her period when | was just the Chief Engi neer on
the vessel, at that tinme they were approaching Staten
Island, there is a control rod that is attached to the
unit that actuate the -- in this case it was thrust,
this time on the New York end, and there was a |inkage
that had slipped and it resulted in that unit, that
New York end propul sion unit fromgoing to the stop, it
continued to go ahead and on that occasion there they
hit the dock hard, excessively hard.
| believe there were sonme injuries in that
case. It was severe enough, the damage to the vessel
t he aprons had cone into the doors on the sal oon deck,
it was obvious he had pushed the bridge out.
Q There may have been injuries on that one?
A Not seri ous.
Q When was t hat?
MR. PARKER: Was it in '85?
THE WTNESS: In '85.
MR PARKER: \What was the matter there?
THE WTNESS: That was a slipped |inkage.
That is what | can recall, Dave, as far as being --
MR. PARKER It was a while ago. | vaguely

renenber that one too.
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BY MR CURTI S:

Q So it hit the dock?

A That's right.

Q What did it do for damage?

A The sal oon deck doors were damaged. The

damage was to the sal oon deck doors, the aprons had
come up onto the boat and had danmaged the doors. That
was the only two events that | can renenber.

Q Regardi ng these two particul ar propul sion
units, were they on the vessel from new nake? Wre

t hey original?

A Yes, they are. They're original equipnent.
Q Are you aware, have they had a major
over haul ?
A The Barberi C ass Voyt propul sion units were
overhauled in late 2001, | believe, sonme tine in the

period md to |ate 2001, because she was out of service
and she cane back into service in 2002. Meaning that
the turntables were dropped, all the bl ades were
repl aced and actually the turntables had shown sone
erosion due to the salt water service and new tabl es
wer e repl aced.

At that tinme, that neans all the internals,
including the gears, all the bushings and bearings were

i nspected. A lot of that equipnent was repl aced.
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Q Was there a service report we could possibly
get fromthat?

A | wll see what we can do as far as that,
yes.

Q But the overall condition, they didn't find
any maj or wear problens or anything?

A No, that's correct.

Q Have there been any significant nodifications
to the unit over the years or is it pretty nuch as new
make?

A It would be new nmake, no nodifications. The
only overhaul that was done on the control side was
back in "95. 1n 1995 all of the control elenents,
meani ng the controls up in the pilot house, fromthe
steering wheels, on the control side not on the
mechani cal side, all of those controls, neters, meaning
the indicators, pitch neters, indicators, all of the
actuators fromthe pilot house were overhauled with
many new parts replaced and that was done on both the
vessels, both propulsion. | kind of renmenber the '95,
'96 period as far as that occurring between the two
vessels during their shipyard availabilities.

Q Q her than those --

A O her than the upgrades, there have been no

nodi fications or upgrades to the unit and it was al
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the sane material, manufacturer's parts that were

returned to the unit. |[|'mnot aware of any changes.
MR, CURTIS: | guess I'mgoing to stop for

now and give the others a chance. Go ahead, Dave.

MR. PARKER: Dave Parker with the Coast

Guar d.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR PARKER
Q | just wanted to expand on sone of the things

you were tal king about.

A Sure.
Q Probl em reports and work orders, for
instance. |If you had sonething that was reported as a

derangenment of equi pment or machinery, is there a
programin place or a procedure in place here with the
organi zation that would follow up on insuring that that
was actually corrected, that whatever the probl em was
that was reported was actually carried through to
conpl eti on?

A Yes, there is. There is a -- once the --
guess you'd break it down by vessel record, this
Paradox system On that same form in addition to
identifying the vessel and what the problemis, it also
shows its status. It also shows its priority and then

if sonething is not conpleted or if there has been a
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wor k order done, there is that information that would
show on it the follow up work where the job was
conpl et ed.

The foreman, on the bottom of the sheet he
woul d al so show | believe sone record of what the
corrective action was at the tine, what work was done.

Q If a job was planned or requested by a boat
to be done, does this reporting systemKkick out an
overdue list? Say if within your job you say you're
going to fix this by Wdnesday and Wednesday has cone
and gone and it hasn't been fixed yet. Does it flag it
and say wait a mnute, we haven't finished sonething?

A Every day at the neeting the Deputy Director
who chairs the neeting, he has the status of each piece
of equi pnent, any job work order and he woul d be privy
to what job was not conpleted, what renmai ned on the
list and he woul d address it at that tinme to show why
hadn't it been done.

Q So he keeps overall track of the big picture?

A That's correct. In addition, on a daily
basis that trade foreman also has a |ist of jobs that
he woul d have and that record is updated, so at the
neeting they would go down the |ist and check of f which
jobs are conpleted and then that is fed back into the

systemto show that the jobs were conpleted. So the
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forenmen as well get a record of each job that they have
tasked to them

Q And that would be for everything that's
requested of a boat then, right?

A That's correct.

Q Do you know if there's anything |like that
around for the Barberi for |ike the past week or so?

A | have given the National Transportation
Safety Board for the |ast 30 days for the vessel,
have given a list of --

Q Oh, you did already. Good. That was that
wor k order stack?

A It was a work order pack, which would show
t hat database and how it's formatted.

Q kay. So it will give an idea of what was

pl anned for that particular boat?

A That's correct, any work orders that were
subm tted.

Q kay.

A | should note that any outstanding or

remaining itens that are deferred to a future tineg,
they are al so recorded whether that woul d be done
during the shipyard period, so we also have a list of
itens that would cone at a later tinme, so they are

schedul ed for that |onger availability.
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Q Pl anned for future work?

A That's correct.

Q For NTSB' s sake, the previous Coast CGuard
reports, which is simlar to -- quite a few conpanies
do self-inspection prograns, that would refer to your
sel f-inspection progranf

A Correct.

Q Coul d you expand on that, what is that al
about and how to you verify the condition of the
vessel ? Like you say it's in a certain condition, how
is it verified that it's actually in that condition?

A On a quarterly basis we go through U S. Coast
GQuard quarterly inspections. Approximtely tw weeks
to a week and a half before that is scheduled with the
Coast CGuard the crew on the vessel is given a formfrom
the Port Ofice and it lists all of the itens on each
pi ece of equipnent, the safety itens that woul d be
i nspected during that quarterly inspection.

Then what the crewis tasked to do is to go
to each piece of equipnment or unit that's identified
and performthe inspections. Such as on the nmain
engi nes, the alarnms would be tested as far as | ow | ube
oil pressure, there would be inspections for the high
speed, on the generators simlar types of inspections,

on the boilers there would be inspections as well, as
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far as all the safety shut downs.
There is inspections of the fire fighting

equi prent, all the safety equipnment, so it's broken

down by --
Q St eering and maneuverability?
A The steering and maneuverability is also

performed, but it also is perfornmed on a weekly basis
by the crews. They also do what we call a steering
drill and their fire and boat drill on a weekly basis.

But during the pre-Coast Guard inspection
they woul d al so test what we call the backup steering
systens, including the telegram sound powered phones.

So that crew that is assigned to the vessel
meani ng the different watches coordinate their efforts
and as they go through the itens, they docunent what
kind of conditionit's in, whether it's satisfactory
and passed the test.

Then once that is done, that is held on the
vessel during the Coast Guard inspection and is
revi ewed by the Coast Guard.

Q Just to clarify, this boat was due for a
guarterly two days ago, on the day of the accident or
the day followi ng the accident or sonething |like that,
right?

A The day following the accident. | did not
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directly see the inspection, but I know that there was
a report that had been -- this pre-Coast CGuard |ist,
report, was on the vessel. It had been perfornmed and

t he docunent had been conpleted and | believe that has
been submtted. W have a copy | think that's
available, I"'mnot sure if it's been forwarded to NTSB.

Q The 2692, | just wanted to add al so that for
navi gational issues, if something was inpacting the
vessel for navigation problens, radars, radios,
anyt hing that would have to do with nmaneuvering through
the port, the port is a vessel traffic service port, so
anything has to do with 33 CFR requirenents for
navi gati on woul d al so conme under 2692 issues.

A That's correct. Oten tinmes the Captain,
even during that period when he m ght have a problem
he woul d al so notify vessel traffic. Wat Dave has
stated is true and | overlooked it, but there would be
comuni cation out to the Coast Guard as well.

Q If this is an after hours item there would
be a verbal report, followed up in the norning by a
faxed copy of the 2692.

A That's correct. There would be a call to the
duty desk after hours.

Q What | didn't get fromyou, though, is it's

pretty clear what you do during work days, normnal
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wor ki ng hours for reporting of problens and handl i ng
probl ens, but what do you have in place for after
hour s?

It's a 24-hour operation, so if something
happens after the normal business hours are over, what
woul d be in place to support the vessel and the crew at
those tines if there was a problem on the boat?

A Al'l of the supervisory personnel have both
pages and Nextels and if there is -- during after hours
if there are any problens or safety concerns that need
to be addressed i nmedi ately, one of the supervisory
personnel is called, normally it would be either
Captai n Ryan or Ral ph McKenzi e.

They woul d be inforned of the problem they
woul d i mredi ately notify the support trades that m ght
be needed to assist with the problem Those personnel
-- the supervisors of each trade are provided with
Nextel s and beepers and pages as well. They woul d be
called in and once on site, there would be the nornal
follow up and repair as we woul d do during the day.

If it was i nmedi ate, we woul d take the vessel
out of service and performthe repair. If it was
sonething that could wait, if it wasn't a safety
concern, then it would be done after the vessel cane

out of service and that could be during the m dnight
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hours, when the vessel is not normally running. It
could be repaired before the vessel is returned to
service in the norning.

Q Like the mlitary has a duty section, you
fol ks al so have crews on call around the clock?

A That is one of the responsibilities, as far
as the supervisory personnel, yes.

Q Then the last would be for ranking or
prioritizing issues. 1Is that largely left up to the
reporting person, whether it be the Master or the Chief
Engi neer of the vessel ?

A It would be done by either Ral ph or the Port
Ofice, whether it was safety concern -- any safety
concerns woul d be given an "A" priority, nmeaning that
it would be done inmmediately. | would have to check on
the grading system "B' would be sort of a nornal
schedul ed itemduring the next tie up period and
"C'" would be sort of -- I'"'mnot sure if "B" is drydock
and "C" is indefinite, 1'd have to check that status.

But it's left up to the -- by the engineer
reviewi ng the docunent.
MR PARKER:  Thanks.
MR. DI BENEDETTO M ke Di benedetto.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR DI BENEDETTO
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Q | just want to clarify, the quarterly
i nspection, was it done on? Was it conpl eted?

A The pre-Coast Guard inspection was conpl et ed.

As Dave had pointed out, because she had the accident,
t he next day woul d have been the normally schedul ed
quarterly.

Q Al right. Going back to when you first got
on the boat and you took over the watch from M.
CGherardi, after you took over the watch how many peopl e
were actually in the engine roomwth you?

A At first went | went down the only person in
the control roomat that tinme was Trevor.

Q That's it?

A Yes.

Q How many peopl e were supposed to be in there
at that tinme?

A At that time there was -- well, assigned to
the crew there are four people. Now, when | went to
the control roomI| did not go through the entire engine
room | was only -- | had wal ked fromthe main deck
and | had gone directly into the control room

Trevor was the only one in the control room
at the time. The other personnel that | had seen, |I'm
not sure if they were in the engine roomor if they

were on the nmai n deck.
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Q kay.

A But | should point out that | was not there
as soon as a vessel hit the dock. | had stopped up
here, | had made sone calls just to nake sure as far as

who had been conmunicated to as far as the problem
woul d not say that -- it mght have been ten m nutes
after the vessel had finally come up along side the
dock that | had finally gone down bel ow.

Q Did you see Pilot Smith at all, at any tinme?

A No, | did not.

Q Did you see Captain Gansas?

A | did not.

Q At no tinme?

A No.

Q Afterwards did he go to the hospital, do you
know?

A No. | was not privy to anything as far as

what was goi ng on top side.

Q The boat was al ready docked when you went in?

A It was docked and the propul sion system was
operating normal ly up agai nst the bridge.

Q And t hey kept that going?

A We kept that going for sonme period of tine, |
woul d say probably for at |east an hour, an hour and a

hal f we kept the boat units going and then at sone
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point the fire departnment was going down in the shaft
alley on the Staten Island end and because they were
goi ng down the shaft alley, I"mnot sure if we |ost
lighting, but there was a safety concern, so we shut
down the shafting, so they secured the Staten Island
end and they remai ned on the New York propul sion
system

Q Was there still a |lot of passengers when you
boarded the Barberi?

A You know sonething, | could not tell you. |

did not observe --

Q You just went straight to the engine roon?
A | just went straight to the engine room
Q What tinme do you figure it was, since you

were notified around 3: 257

A | woul d say probably ten mnutes after it
occurred. | canme up to the office here, she was going
around to the slip. | cane up here, so | got down

there ten m nutes after she --
Q Sonmewher e around 3:257?

A Sonmewhere around there, yes. By then the

fire departnment was com ng down the hill and energency
servi ces.
Q You were on there before the energency

per sonnel ?
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A No. They were noving through there too.

Q Did you see anybody el se that was supposed to
be in the crew besides M. Cherardi?

A | saw Charlie Covella up on the main deck. |
remenber seeing Charlie. Some tine later | renmenber
seei ng Pete Koutsoulias, |I think he cane down bel ow.

Q At any tinme did you go up top side to the
pil ot houses, either/or?

A No. | did have comrunication with the pil ot
house. | had conmunication at one point, | think it
was Captain Ryan at that tinme that | had called or the
pil ot house had called ne.

Q Did they call you on the sound phone?

A It was on the sound phone. It was on the
sound powered phone | had gotten the call.

Q Captain Ryan, he wasn't part of the crew was
he, for that day?

A No, he was not. It m ght have been
concerning the propulsion unit on the Staten Island end
and because of the wind conditions, | think I was
wonderi ng whet her we coul d shut down the Staten Island
unit, but because there was concern with the --

(Tel ephone Interruption.)
MR. DI BENEDETTO. M ke Di benedetto again
BY MR DI BENEDETTO
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Q When you spoke to Captain Ryan, he was up in
t he pilot house?

A Yes. | had had communi cations with the
bridge and I think it was about the propul sion system

| think I was just wondering if | could shut down the
Staten Island end, but they said because of the w nd
conditions, they would prefer to keep them runni ng.

At sonme point, when like | said, the fire
departnment wanted to go down the shaft alley, we called
the pilot house. They had put lines out on the bow,
they shut that Staten Island end down and we naintai ned
propul sion on the New York end.

Q For how | ong?

A For as long as | was around we kept the
New Yor k end goi ng.

Q Do you have a tinme frane? | figure you were
in there for quite a while.

A At sonme point | canme back down here, because
| was | ooking for drawings. At that tine everything
was bei ng handl ed on the boat, so | canme back over here
and started going to see what prints we could have
i mredi ately.

| had sone difficulty, I couldn't get up in
our records room because that goes through the store

room so | would have to check with -- | think it was
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Ed Mattigan (phonetic) that was on board. He was down
bel ow at that tine. |'mnot sure when they shut down
the entire plant.

Q To your know edge, naybe Captain Ryan woul d
be the first person in the pilot house that you spoke
to? You didn't speak to anybody else prior to that in
t he pilot house?

A No.

Q Your first comruni cation was through the
sound phone, sound powered phone with Captain Ryan and
he wasn't part of the crew. \Were was he before the
acci dent, do you know?

A You know sonething, | can't recall.

Q What's his first name?

A Pat Ryan.

MR. DI BENEDETTO. Ckay. That's it.

MR. CURTIS: Brian Curtis again.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR CURTI S

Q Wiile we're right there, so probably Captain
Ryan woul d have been the one that secured the Staten
| sl and end propul sion? That was after 90 m nutes,
bal | par k?

A You know sonething, | can't recall who it was

that I was communicating with at that time. | can't
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recall. | think it will come to nme, but I"'mnot rea
clear on that right now, if it was Pat Ryan or if it
was sone other Captain up there top side.

Q Wul d those tinmes be reflected in the
engi neering | og?

A At that point | don't know if we were keeping
a log of the events.

Q Normal |y as they come across, what percentage
of thrust do they use in transit across, do you know?

A Normally he will pull out of the slip, apply
full thrust and do whatever steering that he needs to
do, so you're |ooking at both propul sion units at
thrust, 100 percent thrust, and what they'll do is
normally they' ||l operate the engines at about 750 rpm
and whenever they need to make any kind of speed
adjustnment to get alittle nore speed of the vessel,
they' Il sonetimes then maneuver the engi ne speeds, 760,
775, so they will vary their speed actually by the
engi ne speeds. Normally they' |l maintain the thrust.

Then it really is the discretion of the

Captain, in ternms of his operating, what he's
confortable with doing. Sonetinmes sone people wll
conme around the KV buoy or sonme tine after that down
bel ow, but you'll normally see soneone start to back

off on the thrust to sone degree below 75 to start
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reduci ng the speed.

Then at sone point normally you'll see
sonetines the thrust conme back to zero or mninum sone
smal | anmount, and then observing down bel ow you' Il just
start to see sone stern power.

Q Do you hear that noi se when you dim nish
t hrust ?

A You hear the corresponding -- as you change
thrust, you're changing the |oad on the engine, so
you' || have a correspondi ng | oad change, which results
in a sound change. Certainly when the engi ne speed
changes you can hear it.

Q You say you go from750 to 770, that's not an
appreci abl e speed change t hen.

A No, it's not. It's not. That's normally
wi thin the normal operating range for the --

Q So primarily, for all intents and purposes,
it's a constant speed drive.

A They are constant speed drive, yes. They're
designed to nmaintain a constant speed and you vary the
pitch on the bl ades to maneuver.

Q The sound power phone weekly tests and the
propul sion tests, is that logged or is it a paper they
fill out? 1Is it docunented?

A | wouldn't say the sound power phones are
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docunented, but | personally -- I'"mnot sure what the
engi neers would do, but it mght be customary when you
did an EOT test that you would | og an EOT test and
energency steering test. Those tests would be | ogged
or shoul d be | ogged.

The reason | say that is because the sound
power ed phone is sort of the normal daily operation.
Sonme of these other energency itenms would not be a
daily itemthat's tested, so if you did it weekly, you
woul d | og that you had tested the tel egraph and the
energency steering. Those itens you would | og.

Q And on the Andrew J., previous, in the recent
past, comunications wi se there were no reports of
problenms with their conmuni cations systens?

A No.

Q That you're aware of ?

A No. But again, I"'mnot privy to the daily
operations. | didn't hear of any |arger problem

Q Just one last area. As far as engineering
per sonnel procedures and their responsibilities, is
there a book or a guidance manual for what each one is
responsi bl e for and what they should do in the event of
a casualty? |Is there an operating manual for that?

A There is not an energency manual. There is a

docunent that lists the tasks and standards and duties
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of an engineer and that's included in people's annual
eval uati on and performance. That is one of the formal
docunents, as far as the duties and responsibilities.

Q Wuld it be possible to get a copy of that?

A Sur e.
MR. CURTIS: Ckay, Sean, that's all | have.
Dave?
MR. PARKER: | am al so done. Thank you,
Sean.

MR. DI BENEDETTO. One nore question, Sean.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR DI BENEDETTO

Q The pilot staffing, the pilot house staffing,
are you famliar with that?

A Yeah.

Q Do they have a nandate of how many people are
supposed to be in there or where they're supposed to be
at the tinme?

A The vessel itself has what we call the CO,
the Certificate of Inspection, and that's the nandated
manni ng | evel for the vessel, it's established by the
Coast CGuard. Any other | would not be the one to speak
of in terms of who was in where at what particul ar
time.

MR. DI BENEDETTO. Ckay. Thanks.
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MR, CURTIS: That's all | have. Thank you,
Sean.

THE WTNESS: Thank you

MR CURTIS: The time is a quarter of 3:00
and this concludes the interview of Sean MDernott.
Thank you, sir.

THE WTNESS: No problem Thank you

(Whereupon, at 2:45 p.m the interview was

concl uded.)
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