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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. TURRELL: Good norning, this is Mrgan
Turrell, the NTSB, we are in the Law O fices of Janes
McCanty, with the mate on the Dorothy J, M. Robert
Seckers.

| will start introducing the interviewers,
nmysel f, Morgan Turrell, NTSB, to ny right?

MR COBB: Charles Cobb, Coast Guard Marine
| nvesti gation, New York.

MS. DECS: Christine Deos, Coast Cuard
| nvesti gative Service.

MR. MCCANTY: Janes McCanty, M. Seckers’
representative today.

MR. TURRELL: And yourself, M. Seckers.

MR SECKERS: Robert G Seckers.

MR, TURRELL: Wbul d you pl ease spell the |ast
name?

MR. SECKERS: S-E-GK-E-R-S.

MR. TURRELL: And how ol d are you, sir?

MR. SECKERS: Fifty six.

MR, TURRELL: And woul d you pl ease acknow edge
this is being recorded.

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. And M. MCanty is your

representative.
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MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Very good. Thanks.

M. Seckers, where were you on Cctober 15 of
this year?

MR. SECKERS: | was in the wheel house of the
Dorothy J, standing by at the St. CGeorge Ferry Landi ng
of the boat slip.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. How | ong have you worked
on the Dorothy J?

MR. SECKERS: Approximately four nonths. It
is tinme enploy that is, you know --

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And what are your duties
as mate?

MR. SECKERS: Operation of the boat.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Do you currently hold a
U S. Coast Cuard certificate or |icense?

MR. SECKERS:. Yes, | do. | have got -- tug
master’s |license, near coastal. | amsorry, | didn't
bring themw th ne.

MR, TURRELL: No, that is fine. And how | ong
have you worked in the towi ng industry?

MR. SECKERS:. OCh, probably altogether 30
years.

MR, TURRELL: And who was with you on the boat

t hat day?
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MR. SECKERS: It was the Captain, Mark Kramer,
there was a new crew nenber, deck hand, Paul, | don’t
have his | ast nane.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: And the engineer, M ke Druda.

MR. TURRELL: GCkay. And what was the boat
doing at the tinme, around 1500, what was the boat
doi ng?

MR, SECKERS. W were waiting, we were suppose
to have a job at 1200 that was delayed until 16:30. It
was noving an oil barge for DOT and we were standing by
waiting until 16: 30.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Robert, what we are going
to let you do now is just take us through that, that
day, starting at when you cane on watch at noon and
take us through as much detail as you can in describing
t he accident and the incident and your invol venent.

And | wll let you start, go ahead.

MR. SECKERS: Well, | cane on the watch at
noon, that is ny normal starting tinme and was, you
know, waiting fromhour to hour until we got
notification about noving the barge. And then it was
approximately, | guess 14:30 that DOT called us and
said that they had sone type of delay, and the barge

woul dn’t be able to be shipped to themuntil 16: 30.
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MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS:. And | had wound up buyi ng sone
newspapers on ny way to work and I was sitting in the
wheel house readi ng t he newspaper.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. All right.

MR. SECKERS:. Whether | had the, sonme type of

prenmonition at the time, to | ook up from ny newspaper
and | saw the ferry boat com ng towards the slip that
we were at. It was approximately 300 feet off the end
of the pier, comng in the 90 degree angle.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: | went and blew the whistle to
alert the engineer to, you know, cone up on deck, so |
could tell himto crank up the engi nes because | was
afraid that the ferry boat was going to cone, continue
on, straight in the slip and run us over.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS:. So, he started the engi nes and
turned the line loose. By that tine there was, you
know, the collision had happened, and | saw that the
ferry was not going to continue into the dock and |
went out to try to be assistance with the ferry.

MR. TURRELL: Now what tine roughly was this
to your recollection?

MR SECKERS: This was sonewhere 15: 30, 15: 25,
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you know, 15: 30.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, SECKERS:. And | didn’t know, you know,
when it first happened, you know, because | knew the
ferry boat was off course and, in fact, the Coast Cuard
had given us a notice of, you know, possible terrorism
in the harbor a couple of nonths before and I didn't
know whet her, either, you know, the operator of the
ferry had a heart attack or that maybe terrorists took
the boat over, and was going to intentionally snash the
boat into the pier. And you know, a mllion things go
t hrough your head. And | had | ooked at the wheel house
as the ferry approached and saw that there was a
of ficer, you know, sitting in the hel nsman chair.

There was only person | could see in the wheel house
and he was seated at the tine before the collision.

| medi ately after the collision, he was
st andi ng | ooki ng down at the damage on deck, for a
short period of tine.

MR. TURRELL: Okay. Okay.

MR, SECKERS:. | went out, the way the
collision was, it had a resistance at the pier, where
it stopped the, the ferry boat fromcomng into the
pi er, and you know, stopped it conpletely, but it was

ebb tide and west wind and the ferry boat started
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drifting to the south, and I went out to get a |line on
it, to, you know, stop it fromgoing any further south
and it had already started to. And that is what | did,
went and put a |line on the damaged end of the ferry
boat .

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: There was a lot of little, a
little problemgetting on it, because of the damage, on
that end of the boat. And we didn’'t have any hel p, you
know, as far as the deck hand on the ferry assisting us
getting a line. So ny engineer got off the boat and
went up there and secured the line and then got back on
the tug and nmade a fast.

Meanwhi |l e, while he was doing this, a deck
hand fromthe ferry that was on the second deck, stuck
hi s head out the door and pardon my French, but | told
him you know, he had better get is God damm self down
on the first deck because there was, | nean, there was
bl ood all over the, you know, the deck, pools of blood.

There were people scream ng and noaning. It was
horrible, you know. There was, | still have nightmares
about it. There is a woman’s armthat was sticking
t hrough the weckage and, and | never knew whether it
was found out, whether it was connected to a body or

not, you know, | nean, it was, it was just horrible
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scene, you know, | hope | never have to go through that
again, listening to all the screamng and it was just
horri bl e.

As the boat was coming into the deck also, it
did not back down at all.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS:. You know, there was no attenpt
to back down. There was, | heard, | don't know if the
boat had a public address system there was no tal k of
any | oud speaker. There was no danger whistle bl own.
There was nothing. It remnded ne of that, | don’t
know i f you, how old you are, that old novie, it was
Silver Streak, at the end of it where the train goes
through the train station, and that is what it was, |
mean, there was no stopping at all. And the people
that, | guess, were the regular ferry passengers, when
they noticed that they were going into the wong slip,
and getting close to the dock, they started running
back. But, the tourists, you could tell who the
tourists were, had no idea they were going into the
wrong slip and that the speed was wong, the approach
speed was wong. And they just stayed there, and I
wi Il never forget that ferry boat hitting the deck and
t hose people just being thrown all over.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.
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MR SECKERS: So, | had tried, we, | was
standing by on 13 and 19, channel 19 is the DOT
channel, and trying to, as | was, well, | amsorry,
back track a little. As | was approaching the boat to
put the line out, there was a person in an officer’s
uni formthat was comng fromthe undamaged end of the
boat to the damaged end wheel house. And this was
i medi ately after the crash, when | was going to put ny
line on the ferry to stop it fromdrifting south.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: And | tried getting in touch
with sonmeone on the boat to, and | had problens, |
guess, over a couple of mnutes, trying to get
communi cation with them | called the ferry office at
St. Ceorge, you know, they finally canme on the radio
and | asked themif they had power. And they said they
had no power, but they had steering. The only thing |
guess, the thing is | couldn’'t pluminto the slip where
they were at because there was no way to get these
people off the boat. W had to get theminto a regular
ferry slip. | looked around to see if there were any
light tugs in the area, there were no |ight tugs,
usually there are tugs off the ferry racks, waiting for
ships that conme into the New York Harbor. There were

no light tugs. So, what | did, | told them | said, we
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will get on your good end, because there was too nuch
debris and danage on the damaged end for nme to put out
my face wires, and face the boat up to, and | told
them you know, whoever that one person was in the
wheel house, | was talking to, that | would be his
propul sion and he could steer the ferry and we could
get them back into the slip.

So, | went, got ny line off the danmaged end,
went down to the undamaged end, and was attenpting to
face up with the boat, putting, and |I had gotten al
t he passengers were on that end. O course, you know,
nost of their life jackets on, but they were afraid,
really didn't know at the tinme, too, if the ferry had
any hull damage and you know, | guess they were, with
everything going on on the ferry, they were all in fear
of sinking. And again, you know, the Captain, Mark
Kraner, he was asl eep when all this happened, woke up
and got the first aid kit off the wall of the galley
and gave it to a deck hand so they could start
admnistering first aid to the people. And a passenger
had hel ped, hel ped one of the crew nenbers to try to
face up the boat. | had gotten one wire, face wire on
the ferry and then the ferry called nme again and said
that they got propul sion back. But, the angle that we

were at, at the bulk the ferry dock, they woul d have
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had to wound up to get intoit. So, what | did, I
noved fromthe undamaged end to the ferry’s md ship
and got on a 90 degree angle and pushed themnorth in
the tide, so he was parallel off the slip where he
could just shoot right in.

And there, it was just, just, you know, chaos
on the ferry boat. But, by that tinme, you know, |
coul d see, you know, there were people down there
assisting the injured and trying to, you know, get sone
debris off people and everything. Just, it was 20
mnutes that | could figure fromthe point of inpact to
the tine we got theminto the landing, itself, and it
was about another 10 mnutes to they put soft |ines and
secured the ferry, but it seemed like an eternity. It
really did.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Any other things in your
recol | ecti on about ?

MR. SECKERS: Well --

MR. TURRELL: O what happened.

MR. SECKERS: It was, you know, about it.
There was a communi cation problem you know, that | had
with the ferry and having to call the ferry office and
then they, the ferry office called the ferry and said
you have to keep in constant contact with the Dorothy

J.
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MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Anything el se?

MR. SECKERS: No, then we, we got the ferry
secured in the slip and we, it went in, the undamaged
end first and we got on the damaged end and we were
there for, well, from a good four days until that
Saturday holding the ferry into the slip.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Okay. | would like to ask
sone questions about your, what you told us here.

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR, TURRELL: Just to clarify, when you saw
the ferry proceeding to the other, to the maintenance
pi er.

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: You said you saw an officer in
t he hel nsman chair.

MR. SECKERS: Yes. | did not see himuntil
ri ght before inpact, because you know, originally they
wer e about 300, | am guessing about 300 feet off the
pi er.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: And doing 19 knots, | think that
is what they said the speed of the ferry was, it didn't
take long as the ferry approached and | saw that there
was one person in the wheel house, that is all | could

tell, was one person and he was seated at the tinme of
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i npact .

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And right after inpact,
do you see that he stood up?

MR, SECKERS:. Yes. |, | mght be going, you
know, saying things that | didn't say originally, as
goi ng al ong, but, what happened was is that after | saw
that we were safe and the boat was safe, it wasn't
going to collide with the ferry, | was afraid of
passengers bei ng because of the whole slip was full of
light jackets, and | |ooked, and thank God, they were
enpty. There was one person that | saw underneath the
pi er that was standing on the beans of the pier,
underneath the pier and | saw that they were ferry
enpl oyees already on the top, so and he was standi ng on
his own and you know, | nade a decision, you know,
whet her | woul d go, you know, there was help there to
assist to get up fromthe top of the pier, and ny main
concern, | didn’'t know how many hundreds of people or
t housand were on that ferry and ny main concern was to
go ahead and get ahold of the ferry and I went out of
the slip, you know, pass them and he was bei ng hel ped
from above

MR. TURRELL: All right. GOkay. Okay. At that
poi nt, you said, after the accident, you had trouble

reaching a deck hand on the main deck to make up the
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vessel

MR. SECKERS: Yes, and what happened is the
passengers were so afraid, they started novi ng towards
the boat, | guess they were afraid the ferry was going
to sink, they all wanted to get on the tug. And one or
two of the deck hands, you know, stopped the ferry
passengers from you know, getting on the tug while we
wer e maki ng up

MR. TURRELL: And is that your, is it correct
t he engi neer fromyour boat went onto the ferry to help
make this boat up or was it a deck hand?

MR. SECKERS: Yeah, | think it was the
engi neer and maybe a deck hand, too, but there was a
passenger that al so assisted them The problemwas is
the way the ferry boat was situated the bits are set
way back and we had manual witches and needed to extend
an awful ot of wire out. And one of the ferry
passengers, was a young man with a, I will never
forget, he had a backpack on, al so assisted, you know,
trying to drag a wire out where it would fit around the
bit, I will never forget him because first thing he
said, you know, was, you know, thank God you guys are
her e.

MR, TURRELL: So you did see ferry personnel

trying to keep passengers away fromthe --
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MR. SECKERS: Yes. | don’t know how many deck
hands were on the ferry boat, you know, what the total
crewis, you know. | amsure there were one or two of
them on that end of the deck.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, SECKERS: But, you know, the passengers,
you know, fromthe ones | could see, all had their life
j acket's on.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Okay. | want to go back
to this point about where you saw sonmeone running from
the other pilot house or noving fromthe other pil ot
house to the damaged pil ot house.

MR. SECKERS: | don’t, did not see him now he
was comng fromthe direction of the undanaged end of
the ferry.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: Whet her he was comng, | did not
see himleave that, that pilot house and cone to the
damaged end.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS:. When | | ooked up, okay, he was
about three quarters of the |length down the deck, going
towards the damaged end.

MR. TURRELL: So he was, further aft fromthe

stack, he was --
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MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And can you describe him
perhaps in nore detail fromyour nenory? Can you
descri be --

MR. SECKERS: Wl |, he had bl ack slacks on,
white shirt and the, you know, | don’t know what the
proper termis for the boards, shoul der boards, that
they wear. | don’t know how many peopl e have that
uniform You know, it, | was so concerned about
getting the line out to the ferry and stop it from
drifting, | really, other than the seeing the figure go
by, did not, you know, actually |ook that nuch to see
his facial figures. | know the man in the wheel house
at the time the collision, had a beard. The one that
was al one in the wheel house, had a beard. The other
man that was goi ng towards the wheel house after the
collision was cl ean shaven

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, SECKERS:. | don’t know how many peopl e on
the ferry boats have that uniform | really, you know,
never had, before Henry Marine, never had much deal i ngs
ot her than being a passenger on the ferry.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Whuld you describe the
person’s actions as rapid, running, noving fast,

wal ki ng, how woul d you describe his notions?
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MR. SECKERS: Moving very fast.

MR. TURRELL: GCkay. Now when you were
attenpting to get the line up to the ferry and you were
tal king to sonmeone on the bridge, initially, what
channel were you talking to himon?

MR. SECKERS: N neteen, that was the channel
for the ferry.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. In your recollection, do

you recall if they called you or did you call thenf
MR. SECKERS: No, they did not call ne. | had
no, no call fromthe ferry. | was the one who

instigated the call and trying to get in touch with
them because | didn’t know what type of damage they
had, if the ferry was taking on water, if they had
propul sion, you know, and with the Dorothy, you know,
with the ferry, with the wind was bl owi ng, gusting up
to about 50 knots that particular day, trying to
control that would have been Iike a man on an el ephant,
you know. | nean, you know, the tug is not a | arge
tug, and you know, with the wind conditions, trying,
you know, control the dead ferry, and plus, | didn't
know what direction his rudders were at the tine, if
they were hard over, it would have been even harder to
control the ferry boat.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. And perhaps you coul d
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describe the conditions, the visibility and w nd and
sea conditions?

MR, SECKERS:. Well, it was wi ndy, but it was
clear. There was a slight chop on the water. It
wasn’t nore than probably 18 inches or two feet at the
time of the highest gust. Visibility was clear.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, SECKERS:. It was a, to the best of ny
knowl edge, the wind at the tinme was due east, east
west, rather.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS:. And the tide was ebbing.

MR, TURRELL: So, the tide was setting to the
sout h?

MR. SECKERS: Yes, sir.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: And the wi nd should have been
just on a slight angle off the beach.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And when you finally did
make contact with the person on the Barberi, can you
descri be their voice, what their tone was?

MR. SECKERS: No, | don’t know, as far as
describing their voice. | called him Captain, you
know, whether it was the captain or not, |, you know,

but, that is what | called himand that is what he
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answered the radi o, you know, you know, so, | assuned
it was the captain. And he had called, you know, the
St. Ceorge Ferry Ofice and the ferry office asked him
if there was any problem and he said, yes, that he had
injuries aboard and the ferry office asked him do you
need an anbul ance and he said, we need |ots of
anmbul ances.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And you overheard this
conversation?

MR, SECKERS:. Yes. | was nonitoring the sane,
sanme channel, 19, which is the house channel .

MR. TURRELL: Now when you finally noved
broadsi de, or md ship, and you were pushing the vessel

nort h.

2

SECKERS: Yes.

2

TURRELL: You didn’t have a |ine at that
poi nt ?

MR. SECKERS: No, there is nothing, there is
nothing on the ferry to secure a line and the probl em
that | had to, you know, just briefly is finding a
spot, because | was afraid that, | didn’'t know what
ki nd of structural damage was to the boat, and | had to
be there and | had to look for, try to judge a spot
where | wouldn’t do any nore damage to the boat than

what was al ready done with, you know, with nme pushing
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on the side.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS:. Because the pier had opened up
the side of the boat |ike a can opener.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. | amgoing to stop asking
guestions and turn it over to Chuck Cobb. Thank you.

Chuck?

MR, COBB: You couldn’t get ahold of the
ferry, you had to call the dock office and they
relayed, did they relay the information back and forth
or did the ferry right away start --

MR. SECKERS. No, then the ferry started
tal king. But, you know, they, | don’t know what was
going on topside, or if he was on a different channel,
talking to soneone else, | don’t know. But, | had, you
know, a little problem communicating with them And,
and, you know, called the ferry office and told them
that and that is when the next transm ssion he had with
the Barberi told himthat he had to stay on 19 and, and
have constant communication with me.

MR. COBB: Okay. And so was it the ferry that
told you they had steering but no power?

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR. COBB: O, okay, so that was the, com ng

fromthe Barberi.
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MR. SECKERS:. The ferry, yes.

MR. COBB: Okay. That is all 1| have.

MR. TURRELL: Christine?

M5. DECS: No questions.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Let nme ask a follow up
to M. Cobb’'s question. Did you hear the transm ssion
fromthe ferry office to the ferry trying to raise
t henf

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hen you heard the
response fromthe ferry back to the office.

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And that was on channel
19.

MR. SECKERS: Yes. Yes, | didn't have a
pr obl em conmuni cating with them because, you know, we
were on different channels, the problem 1| don’t know
originally what the problemwas, whether, you know, in
t he wheel house, why they weren’'t answering ny call.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght .

MR, TURRELL: | just wanted to verify, you,

t hi nk Saturday woul d have been the 18'" of Cctober, you
spoke to our Investigator-In-Charge, M. Robert Ford.

MR, SECKERS:. Well, | spoke to sonmeone on the

17'", was it you?
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MR. TURRELL: | think it was, on the
t el ephone, | spoke to you on the tel ephone.

MR. SECKERS. No, | spoke to a gentleman on
the 17'" and he was the one, were you the interview
man?

MR. TURRELL: Actually the first person, net
you on the tugboat, M. Robert Ford.

MR. SECKERS:. No, | was suppose to have --

MR. TURRELL: An interview with nyself.

MR. SECKERS:. Yes. And that was suppose to
have been Saturday, when was it Friday, no, it was
Sat urday nor ni ng.

MR, TURRELL: Ri ght.

MR. SECKERS:. And sonmehow t hi ngs got fow ed up
and that is because he was down there before the boat
sail ed and asked himif he could get in contact with
you.

MR. TURRELL: And he did.

MR. SECKERS: Yeah, because there was sone
probl em about where the | ocation was going to be. That
isright, it had to be Saturday norning, because they
were, they said that you were holding interviews at the
District Attorney’s Ofice, and didn’'t know whet her
that woul d be avail able on Saturday. And |I was ready

to kill you Saturday norning, after | worked all night
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and stayed up and you didn’'t nake the appoi ntnent.
MR, TURRELL: So, | just wanted you, you did
speak to our investigator-in-charge, Robert Ford.

MR. SECKERS: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SECKERS: On two or three occasions.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Good. | have nothing
further.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He was al so i ntervi ewed
by Joe Eneral do, | believe, the first day.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On the --

MR. SECKERS:. That was imedi ately after the
accident, yes, sir. You see fromyour office?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. SECKERS: Yeah.

M5. DECS: This is Christine Deos, | have one
question, you said there was a unifornmed officer
standi ng | ooking at the damage for a short period of
time.

MR. SECKERS: No, whoever was in the whee
house, okay, at the tine of collision, the bearded man
that | told you was seated right before the collision
after the collision, he stood up and | ooked down on the

deck to | ook at the danmage down there. Because the,
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the, that end of the tug was full of debris, pyloning,
concrete, you know, people injured down there. | nean,
it was a horrible scene. And he was standing straight
up, | ooking, |ooking straight down on the deck.

M5. DEOCS: Was he doing the controls or --

MR. SECKERS: He was doi ng not hi ng but
| ooking. Can | denonstrate what it |ooked |ike? It
| ooked |i ke he was -- He wasn’t operating the vessel.
And it | ooked like he was at, you know, | don’t know,
you know, trance or anything |ooking, |ooking down at
t he damage, | nean, you know.

M5. DECS: And where were his hands, M.
Seckers, can you just, was it on the --

MR SECKERS: Well, | nean, | couldn’t see
exactly where his hands were, but it didn't seemlike,
it looked |like he was | eani ng agai nst them not on any
control s.

MR. TURRELL: Before we conclude, | would like
you to diagram perhaps, we can stop for a nonent, Jim
if you have sonme paper to have M. Seckers diagramthe
actions the tug, put the vessel in the slip and that
will be all | have. So, I will just stop for a
nonent .

(Pause.)

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. We are back on the record.
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It is 11 o' clock, sanme people in the room M.
Seckers has drawn sonme figures on a photograph of the
ferry termnal, and we are going to go through
positions one through seven. And M. Seckers, if you
woul d start with position nunber one, describe that.

MR. SECKERS: Position one is the |ocation the
Dorothy J was tied at the tine before the collision.

MR, TURRELL: And what was the heading of the
vessel, the heading of the, was the Dorothy J heading
out to sea or headi ng i nbound?

MR. SECKERS: It was heading, it was headi ng
north, that was the direction of the boat, it was tied
to the dock, bough headed north.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And pl ease describe
position nunber two on the diagranf

MR. SECKERS: Nunmber two was the end of the
dock, location of the collision.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. If you would describe
position nunber three for us?

MR. SECKERS: Nunber three is the position on
the ferry boat that | first noticed it, it was
approxi mately 300 feet off the dock, where it, where it
collided with the dock. The position nunber three is
where | first noticed the ferry boat. | happened to be

readi ng the newspaper before that.
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MR. TURRELL: GCkay. Can you describe the angle
of approach for us? Wen you said you saw the vesse
approachi ng straight for you.

MR, SECKERS:. Yes. It looked like it was just
about on a straight 90 degree angle with the pier.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. So you could see the nane
of the vessel com ng at you?

MR. SECKERS: Yes. | was afraid that it was
going to cone directly at ne after it collided with the
pi er.

TURRELL: So, it definitely was head on.

SECKERS: Yes, sir.

2 3 3

TURRELL: Okay. And position nunber four.

MR. SECKERS: Position nunber four is the
| ocation with the ferry was when we got a |line on the
ferry to stop it fromdrifting any further south.

MR. TURRELL: And you nmade a notation there
where the tug put a line up on --

MR. SECKERS:. On the damaged end. That is
where the |[ine went out.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And position nunber five.

MR. SECKERS: Position five is where we
attenpted, was on the undamaged end of the boat, where
we attenpted to face up to the boat with our wres.

MR. TURRELL: GCkay. And position nunber siX.
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MR. SECKERS: Position nunber six is where |
was on a 90 degree angle at md ship, wth the ferry,
pushing it due north to assist it get into its slip.

MR. TURRELL: And position nunber seven.

MR, SECKERS:. Position seven is the ferry
secured in the slip and we are holding it in. W are
on the damaged end.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. MCCANTY: | think we should just make it
clear that this, obviously, is not to scale and because
of the edge of the photo on the left side, M. Seckers,
| believe said the ferry probably cane to a little
further to the south, but because the photo ended, he
put the ferry into position five, on the photo.

MR. SECKERS:. Yeah, it was, yeah, it, you
know.

MR. MCCANTY: Just to make it a little bit,
because this is --

MR, TURRELL: Yes. Chuck. do you have any
ot her ?

COBB: No.

TURRELL: Chri sti ne.

5 3 3

DECS: No.
MR TURRELL: M. Seckers, the NTSB is

concerned about mariners and operation of the vessels
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and, and we would like to ask you basically, we conpile
a 72 hour history of people that are involved. |If you
could tell us about your activities prior to this,

prior to this day, and tell us if you have any --

MR. SECKERS:. | was on the, prior to noon, on
the 15'", | had just conpleted a seven day vacation
period, which | was at hone with a honey do list that
was a half mle long, and spent ny tinme gardening.

MR. TURRELL: GCkay. And when you are on
vacation, what kind of sleep cycle do you have?

MR. SECKERS: | get anywhere fromeight to

nine hours of sleep at hone. | was well rested the day
before, before crew change. | commute from Virginia,
so, | go to bed very early the evening before so, |

have plenty of rest on the trip up.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. That concl udes ny
questioning. Anyone else? Chuck, Christine? Jim any
clarifications?

MR, MCCANTY: No.

MR, TURRELL: M. Seckers, thank you very
much.

MR. SECKERS:. Thank you.

MR. TURRELL: That concludes the interview

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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