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PROCEEDI NGS
2:00 p.m

MR CURTIS: Good afternoon. We're here
today, it's October 16, 2003 and the tine is just about
2:00 ppm W're here to interview R chard Konig, the
Gler; is that correct?

THE WTNESS: That's correct.

MR CURTIS: Of the Andrew J. Barber
regardi ng the accident yesterday. Just to give you a
format for the interview, Richard, this isn't a |lega
interview, this isn't to lay blanme to an individual or
parties. |It's to find out what happened, what we can
do to maybe next tinme not have this occur.

VWhat we' Il do is we'll go around the table
and ask questions. Each person will identify
t hensel ves previous to asking the questions, that way
when we get these transcribed it will be easier for the
transcriptionist to type them out.

During the interview any tinme you need a
break to get some air or a drink or anything, feel free
and we' Il stop, no problem Oherwi se, we'll get
started.

First we'll go around the table. M nane is
Brian Curtis with the NTSB, |I'ma Marine Engi neering

Acci dent | nvesti gator.
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MR. PARKER: Dave Parker with the Coast Guard
Vessel |nspections here in New York.

THE WTNESS: Should | introduce nysel f?

MR CURTIS: Pl ease.

THE WTNESS: Richard Konig, I'ma Staten
| sl and Ferry Marine Gl er.

MR MCDERMOTT: Sean McDernott, Staten Island
Chi ef Engi neer.

MR. CURTIS: Thank you. W'Ill get started.
Any questions before we get started, Richard, or
anyt hing you want to know from us about the fornmat?

THE W TNESS:  No.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR CURTI S

Q First 1'd just like to get a little of your
background. Wat do you have for docunents held,
rating?

A | have a Chief Engineer, Unlimted Horsepower
Motor in the Ocean, any Tonnage. | also have a Second
Assi stant Engi neer, Steam Unlimted Horsepower in the
Ccean, any Tonnage.

Q How | ong have you worked for the State in the
Ferry Service?

A Al nost one year. | started Cctober 30, so

"' m 15 days short.
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Q And you started as an G ler in the conpany?

A Yes.

Q Previous to that did you sail? Were did you
sail?

A | sailed locally, in the harbor. 1've sailed
on training ships for Maritinme Coll ege.

Q VWhich Maritine was that?

A The Maritine Coll ege.

Q Oh, okay. Wiat 1'd like to do is go through

and --
A | also sailed with a conpany cal |l ed Sabein
(phonetic).
Q How nmuch, roughly, Chief's tine did you have?
Roughl y.

A Chief's time?

Q Just rough.

A Three years.

Q |"d like to go through and get your account
of what happened yesterday, starting fromthe tinme that
you relieved the watch, any abnormalities during the
wat ch and then a nore detail ed account during and what
you did imrediately after the accident, if you would go
ahead.

A Vell, we relieved the watch at 1:30 and set

sail. We nade one and a half trip, we were on the way
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as part of the second trip at 3:30 and we hit
somet hi ng.

Q When the accident occurred, what were you
instructed to do then or what did you do?

A | was instructed to check the conpartnents.

Q Did you go top side where the accident had
occurred?

A Yes. | went top side and went to the
New Yor k notor propul sion propeller unit.

Q And then did you see any damage there or
anyt hi ng?

A Not in the New York propul sion room \Wen
canme out the door | saw the damage that had happened.

Q Were you involved at all in the rescue part
of it or did you just go back to the engine roon?

A Yeah. There was a fellow that was right
outside the engine conpartnment and | hel ped to clean
the debris off.

Q Previous to the accident did you notice any
abnormalities in the plant? Ws the plant running
okay, any unusual trips or anything?

A No, not hi ng unusual .

Q You were told to go check the propeller room
and then you just went back to the control room is

that right?
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A No. | went -- the other G ler and nyself,
wound up goi ng back down to the Staten Island end and
t hen came back and there was damage on the Staten
| sl and end, we couldn't access it. It was on the way
back he went down and they had said that there was

sonebody underneath there, so | hel ped clear away the

debris.

Q So the two of you went together; is that
right?

A Yes.

Q Were you top side when the concrete was

actually in the deck space or didn't you see that
portion of the accident?
A No. | didn't see that part of the accident.
The concrete was further away fromthe boat.
Q At any tinme were you on the sound power phone
with the bridge yourself?
A No.
MR, CURTIS: That's all for right now Dave?
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR PARKER
Q Dave Parker with the Coast Guard in New York
| was just going to ask in addition to that, was it
your normal duties when you cone on the boat in the

norni ng or at the beginning of your shift are there
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certain things that you would al ways do to get ready
for the watch and to get ready for the run and so
forth? Checking oil |evels and wi pe ups and recordi ng
readi ngs or whatever your actual routine normally would
be made up of and yesterday when you started your shift
was there any really variances in any of that routine
or was it just like going to work on anot her day?

A No, there was no vari ances.

Q It was the sane old tinme, you cane in just as
it was the last tinme you cane on board, nothing had
changed or nothing was --

A Well, it was an overtine day for ne and |
wasn't the normal crew on the boat.

Q Have you rode that boat before?

Yes, | have.
So you're famliar with the boat?

Yes.

O >» O >

So fromother tines when you' ve worked on the
boat, you didn't see anything that was out of the

ordi nary on board?

A No.
MR. PARKER: That's all | was just curious
about. That's all. Thanks.

THE W TNESS: Sur e.
MR. MCDERMOTT: This is Sean McDernott.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MR MCDERMOTT:

Q Ri ch, could you describe the events when it
first hit or how you knew sonet hi ng happened? Just
kind of describe in your mnd the events in the control
roomwhen it first started with your hearing, the

duration, where you were.

A | was in the control roomand sitting at the
table by the -- between the table and the el ectrical
board and we hit sonmething. It sounded |ike a

subnerged piling had hit the propeller, sort of like a
chatter and the noise got |ouder and | had gotten up
and had to try to brace nyself. It was like trying to
come to a stop

Then heard anot her noise and saw the fire
extingui sher and a piece of plywod in the engine room
and | knew we had some bad situation here. | guess
that's what | heard. The duration --

Q Do you think m nutes?

A Yeah, mnutes. Three or four mnutes.

Q Do you recall when you were sitting in the
control the sound power phone being used preceding
this, when you first canme on watch? Was anybody
tal king, did you have to pick up the phone yoursel f?

Was there any calls to the engine roon?
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A No.
Do you recall?
A No.

MR. MCDERMOTT: |'m good. Dave, are you al
set ?

MR. PARKER: Thank you, Rich.

MR. CURTIS: Thank you very much, Richard. |
guess that's it. Go ahead, Sean.

MR. MCDERMOTT: You're not under any
i nvestigation right now, as he pointed out. You're
free to work, come and go as you please as far as
anybody is concerned, you did a fine job. | also have
to let you know that if you want to take sone tine off,
tell Steve, get yourself together, don't worry about
that. Are you supposed to work tonorrow?

THE WTNESS: Yes. | was supposed to work
t onor r ow.

MR. MCDERMOTT: Are you going to take off
t onor r ow?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR. MCDERMOTT: Are you going to go up and
see hin®

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR. MCDERMOTT: Do you need anything el se as

far as counseling? Are you having trouble with
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anything you' d like sonme help with?

THE WTNESS: No, I'mall right.

MR MCDERMOTT: Are you sure?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR CURTIS: It's 2:10. Thanks for com ng
in, Richard. W appreciate your help and this
concl udes the interview

(Whereupon, at 2:10 p.m the interview was

concl uded.)
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