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PROCEEDI NGS
4:20 p. m

MR CURTIS: Good afternoon. It's Cctober
16, 2003 at 4:20 p.m and we're here to interviewthe
oiler on the Andrew J. Barberi, M. Pete --

THE WTNESS: K-o0-u-t-s-o0-u-Il-i-a-s.

MR. CURTIS: The way we'll do the interview,
first we'll all go around and identify ourselves and
our affiliation and then we'll go around the table
aski ng questions regarding the accident. W'Ill go
around once and if need be, we'll go around agai n.

The intent of the investigation is not |egal,
it's to find out what happened in the accident froma
safety standpoint, to hopefully prevent it from
happeni ng again and we believe you may possibly have
sonme information that could help us in the
investigation. |If you're ready, we'll get started.

THE WTNESS: Yes, | am

MR. CURTIS: Any questions you have before we
get started?

THE WTNESS: No, not really.

MR CURTIS: MW nane is Brian Curtis, |I'm
with the NTSB and |'m a Mari ne Engi neering Acci dent
| nvesti gat or.

MR. PARKER: Dave Parker with the Coast Guard
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down here at Fort Wdsow ch, Vessel I|nspections,
| nspecti on Branch.
THE WTNESS: N ce to neet you guys.
MR. CURTIS: Just state your nane, Pete, for
t he record.
THE WTNESS: Say that again?
MR. CURTIS: Just say your nane and your
title,.
THE WTNESS: Onh, okay. M title is Marine
Oler and ny nane is Pete Koutsoulias.
MR. MCDERMOTT: This is Sean MDernott,
Staten Island Ferry DOT Engi neeri ng.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR CURTI S
Q Pete, as | said, this is Brian Curtis. Your
rating and what you have for docunmentation or
| i censi ng?
A | don't have a license. | do have the United

States (inaudi ble) docunent.

Q Any rating docunentation for oiler?

A No.

Q How | ong have you been enpl oyed by the DOT?
A Two years.

Q During that tinme it was always as oiler?

A Yes.
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Q Wi ch vessel s have you worked on, all of them
or pretty nmuch one vessel ?

A Al of them

Q So you' ve been on the Andrew J. several
times?
A Yes.

Q Wiat 1'd like to have you do is | won't
interrupt you, I'Il just let you go through from when
you relieved the watch, anything that happened
abnormal ly during the watch and then once the accident
occurred, what you felt, saw, snelled, heard and what

you did once it did occur. Just go ahead.

A kay. So you want nme to describe whatever
happened?
Q Yes, and you can start from basically when

you relieved the watch.

A kay. W cane on board about | would say
1:25. W did the first trip and for an hour, | spent
-- | would say | spent about an hour to make ny round.

First I made ny round through the engi ne roomto nmake
sure everything was runni ng nornal.
Then | went to the end, New York end and
Staten Island end, to nmake sure al so everything is okay
wi th the propul sion systens over there and everything

was fine everywhere, in the engine roomand also in the
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end.

We cane back fromthe Gty | guess about
2:25. W nmade -- then we made the 2:30 trip.
Everything was normal, it was a routine trip as al ways,
i ke every day.

On the way back to Staten Island | was in the
control roomand all of a sudden we felt and heard the
hit. There was not really signs of anything,
everything was normal, the sound of the engines like it
is underway. It happened so fast, we alnost fell off
t he chairs.

As soon as we hit sonething, we don't know
what, the noise got worse and worse. Then the Chief
said I want you guys to check all the conpartnents,
check for any danmages or flooding. | renmenber nyself
going to the (inaudible), the forward (i naudible),
everything was fine there.

| went to the (inaudible) were the sewage
tank is, everything was fine there. | checked the
gauges, all the gauges for the main engines, everything
was fine, we didn't |lose power. G| pressures were
fine and I noticed in the mddle of the engine room
there's an access door, it's not a regular door, above
the main engines. That door broke apart, so | guess --

we had like dust in the engine room | guess the dust
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cane in fromthat opening.

My next reaction was we didn't | ose power,
everyt hing was runni ng good, mai n engi nes, generators,
everything. So ny next reaction was to go to the exit.

As soon as | opened the engine roomdoor to the main
deck, what a ness.

| saw the bent steel beans, the port side of
t he vessel broken apart. Further down | saw a wonman
with no legs, alive and screaming and | went back to
notify the Chief.

Personally, when | saw that mess | realized
what happened. | realized we hit the dock. W didn't
know t hat happened right away, so | said to ny Chief
everything | ooks normal, there is no flooding, sea
wat er nowhere and the Chief said stand by here, nake
sure everything is okay, so | stayed down bel ow.

Pretty nmuch that's it.
Q Ckay. Wien you went up there above the deck,
did Trevor go with you or were you al one at that point,

when the Chief sent you out to | ook?

A | renenber the other oiler was with ne,
Ri chard.
Q |"msorry, the other oiler. GCkay. Once you

went back below in the engine room what did you do

down there, just stood by?
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A Yes. Also we had -- because of the hit, we
had a m nor potable -- | guess, | think it was a
pot abl e water | eak.

Q Do you know what pipe that |eak was com ng

fron? Wiere was it comng into the engine roon?

A Well, the potable water systemis | ocated on
the sane side of the inpact. | have the feeling -- |
don't know, | have the feeling the potable water pipe

was maybe the sane level with the main deck or
sonething |ike that.

Q Was the water comi ng down into the engine
roonf

A Yeah, but not anything ngjor.

Did you secure that or what did you have to

do to stop that?

A Not nme. | think the Marine Engineer secured
t he potabl e water system

Q Sound power phones, did you notice anybody
speaki ng on those before the accident? Do you know if
they were working so they could converse with the
bri dge?

A Yeah, everything was wor ki ng.

Q After the accident did you notice them having
trouble with the phone power?

A Yeah, we had no conmuni cati on.
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Q So the sound power phone wasn't worKking?
A No.
Q Do you know if that was with one pilot house

or both of thenf

A "' m not sure.

Q Your watch schedul e, what do you have for a
schedul e, what days do you work?

A Yesterday was my day off. My regular boat is
the JFK, but yesterday they called ne early in the
nmorning to cover for another guy on the Andrew J.

Bar beri .

MR, CURTIS: That's all | have right now.
"Il turn over to Dave.

MR. PARKER: Dave Parker with the Coast
Guard. | don't really have a lot to ask. You've
covered nost if not all of the questions | had in m nd.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PARKER

Q Just to further clarify, there was no change
of any conditions in the engine roomup until the point
that you actually heard the ship striking sonething?
Everything was just as though you were on a normal run?

A Yes, it was a normal run.

Q No change in engine pitches, no change in

engi ne noi se?
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A Not hing at all.
Q Not hi ng?
A Not hing at all.

So you coul d have been in the m ddle of the
harbor, as far as you knew?
A Yes. W didn't know -- personally, | thought
we hit sonmething in the m ddle of the harbor.
Q It wasn't until you got up to the actual nain
deck when you saw that the side had been --
A Yes. Then | realized -- well, | realized, |

saw t he deck.

Q You were inside the control room you said?

A Yes.

Q So you didn't hear any alarns, no bells, no
not hi ng?

A No not hi ng.

MR. PARKER: Ckay. Thanks.

MR CURTIS: Sean?

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR MCDERMOIT:

Q Let nme take a quick |look at ny notes, Pete,
to make sure we covered everything.

A Yes.
Q This is Sean McDernott. Pete, would you have

noti ced or been aware when you started to hit and
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started to hear the noise what the pitch unit was?
Where you were positioned, were you by the consol e that
you coul d have seen the neter tell you if the thrust
was pushing you one way or the other? D d anybody
comment on anything to tell you at that time what the

propul sion unit was doi ng?

A | didn't see the thrust.

Q kay.

A | didn't see the thrust, but | did not notice
any changes of the speed of the engines. | can't
believe it. After the hit still we didn't |ose power,
everything was normal. | still can't believe it.

Q Pete, you know, you work that boat regul ar,

correct? Wre you regularly assigned to that boat | ast

bid or recently?

A Yes.

Q You worked it four days a week?

A Yes. | was there for nine nonths, | think.
Q So you know t he sound of the engines,

correct? Wen sonebody is pushing it alittle bit
faster or if they're going a little bit slower?

A Oh, yes. Sure.

Q How woul d you characterize the sound of the
engi nes when you were going across that day on that

trip? There wasn't anything that you woul d have noted
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that it was hot or anything or that it was being
pushed, the sound?

A The sound was nornmal, |ike the sound is
under way.

Q And you don't think he was pushing it in any
way at that time, trying to go fast, nake up a little
time? It didn't sound |Iike he was going fast, right?

A No. No. Everything was absol utely nornal.
Perfect.

Q Do you recall after you hit if you got any
alarms? At first when you hit or real close to that
time did any alarns go off? | know it mght be hard to
remenber.

A Well, after the hit, the only problens we
had, two problens: one was the mnor -- the smal
pot abl e water | eak and the other was al so we had an air
| eak fromthe air receivers.

Q The starting air?

A The starting air, yes. That alarmwent off.
The starting air -- main engines starting air
pressure. | checked, everybody checked the receivers.

The receivers were fine, both conpressors. There was
an air line broken somewhere, we don't know where. |
don't know, | was trying to trace the system but --

MR CURTIS: There's an air line on the end
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of the boat there.

MR. PARKER: The deck air, right?

MR MCDERMOTT: This is Sean MDernott.
There is an air line on the end of the boat.

MR. PARKER: That cones fromthe starting

syst enf

MR MCDERMOTT: It would be station air.
That's it.

MR CURTIS: Well, | guess that's all we
have, Pete. | appreciate your time today. The tine

nowis 4:40 p.m and this concludes the interview.

| want to thank you for com ng in today and
hel pi ng us out.

THE WTNESS: No problem

(Whereupon, at 4:40 p.m the interview was

concl uded.)
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