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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. TURRELL: Good norning. |It's Novenber
6th. We're in the U S. Coast CGuard Activity Center.
This is Morgan Turrell of the NTSB. | amjoined here
today for an interview wth Captain M ke Gansas.

Starting with ny right, Dr. Barry Strauch, go
ahead and introduce yourself.

DR. STRAUCH. |I'mBarry Strauch with the
Ofice of Marine Safety at the NTSB.

MR. JULIAN: Chris Julian, NTSB

MR. BENNETT: W I Iliam Bennett fromthe | aw
firmof Shei nbaum Bennett, Juliano, MDonal d, and Levy
(ph).

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Capt. M chael Joseph Gansas.

M. . Catherine (nane) of (law firm.

MR. SHEI NBAUM St ephen Shei nbaum from
Shei nbaum Bennett, Juliano, MDonald, and Levy.

LT. PALMEIRI: Lieutenant Mark Palneiri, U S
Coast Cuard Activities, New York.

MR. TURRELL: Ant hony?

MR. HODY: Ch, sorry. Captain Anthony Hody
(ph), NYPD.

MR. SHERMAN.  Tony Sherman, Staten I|sland

Ferry.
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MR. KOWP. Charl es Konp, Coast Cuard
Activities, New York.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A: Special Agent Christine
Judi a (ph), Coast Guard Investigative Service.

MR. DI STEFANO Nick D Stefano, Coast CGuard
| nvesti gative Service.

MR. TURRELL: Morgan Turrell, NTSB.

Thank you.

Captain Gansas, |'mgoing to ask you a few
basi ¢ personal questions. And once again, if there is
any objection, you're not conpelled to answer any
guestions you have objection to.

Wul d you pl ease state your nane and spell it
for the record, please?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: M chael Joseph Gansas, M-
CHAEL J-OSEPH GANSAS

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

And woul d you pl ease acknow edge this is
bei ng recorded?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: | do acknow edge.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

What is your current address, sir?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth

Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
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to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: Thank you.

How ol d are you?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Thirty-eight.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

Where did you grow up?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Wre you in the
mlitary?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. We'd like to ask -- ask
sone questions pertaining to your background, Captain
Gansas. Do | understand you're invoking your right not
to answer any and all questions regardi ng your
backgr ound?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. So you will invoke your
right to any and all questions regarding your

background no matter what they are, is that correct?
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CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

We'd like to proceed nowto ask if you would
pl ease provide us a narrative of the events from your
perspective on Qctober 15th, 2003.

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: | see. WII you at |east
describe in your own words what happened that day in
any format, witten or verbal ?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: So you will not provide the
Safety Board with any description of the events on the
Barberi on Cctober 15th, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: That's correct.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Captain Gansas, | would
i ke to ask you sone questions about training, your
training and the training provided by the Gty
Department of Transportation when you began at the

ferries. How did you |learn your job when you first
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began your job?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Did the Departnment of
Transportation give you any training for this -- for
your current enploynment?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Do you currently hold a U S
Coast Cuard |icense?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: So it's ny understanding that
you wi Il not answer any questions regarding training
ei ther you have received or training fromthe Staten
| sland Ferries at any tine, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Yes, sir.

MR, TURRELL: Okay. W would like to perhaps

ask some questions about navigation and the route
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bet ween Whitehall, Manhattan, and Staten |sland, New
York. Wiat is the normal operating speed for Andrew J.
Bar beri ?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Under the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: How many crew nmenbers are on
board the Barberi?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR TURRELL: 1'd like to ask you sone basic
questions about the conditions on October 15th. Can
you tell ne what the weat her was on Cctober 15th?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: So you won't answer any
guestions regarding weather, visibility, gauge
navi gati on, equi pnment on board the vessel, or any other
conditions on Cctober 15th, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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MR. TURRELL: W're going to stop this
proceedi ng just for a nonent and take a quick break.
Anyone |like to take some water? W're just going to
stop just for a nonent.

(Brief recess)

MR TURRELL: It's 10:34. W' ve resuned
recording. Back on the record. W're talking to
Captain M ke Gansas.

Captain Gansas, we're going to ask you sone
questions about your 72-hour profile and any nedication
you m ght be taking.

Were you taking any nedication prior to
Oct ober 15t h, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: On the advice of ny counsel,
| respectfully assert ny right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: Do you currently wear gl asses
or contact |enses?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Prior to Cctober 15th -- 15th,

did you have any nedical condition that required

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N O OO M W N B O

10

attention?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you know
what you did on Col unbus Day weekend?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: On your first day after the
Col unbus Day weekend, Tuesday, Cctober 14th, did you
report to work at the Staten Island Ferry?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Wen do you normally
sl eep when you' re not working?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: To your recollection, did you
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do anything outside -- anything in particular outside
your normal activities on October 15th?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Can you provide any information
about your nedical condition or any physicals you may
have taken in the |ast 18 nonths?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Wen was the last tine
you did take a physical exam nation?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: At this tine, I'd like to ask
our human performance specialist, Dr. Barry Strauch, to
ask sonme questions about human perfornmance issues.

Dr. Strauch.

DR. STRAUCH. Captain Gansas, can you
describe Richard Smth on Cctober 15th?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

DR. STRAUCH. \What was your relationship with
himlike on -- on the ferry?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

DR. STRAUCH. | have no further questions.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you, Dr. Strauch

Captain Gansas, | would like to ask you sone
guestions again pertaining to navigation information
and the Harbor of New York City.

VWhat are the approxi mate navi gati on courses a
ship steers between New York and Staten |sland?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Can you describe the KV Buoy to
t he Board?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
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Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. What is the depth of the
channel between New York and Staten I|sland?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell nme what VHF
channel the Staten Island Ferries operates on?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: What steps are taken by the
vessel crew approaching Staten Island, St. George
Term nal ?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: When you're navigating the
vessel in fog, do you bl ow signals?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: Do you blow any signals
departing or leaving or arriving on termnals on Staten
| sl and Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, would you
answer any questions regardi ng navigation through
description between New York and Staten |sland?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel --

M, | think you can say "no" to
t hat .

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Yeah. No.

MR. TURRELL: So you wll not answer any
questions, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: (I naudi bl e)

MR, TURRELL: 1'd like to ask you sone
gquestions regarding the controls and perfornmance of the
vessel Andrew J. Barberi. How do you control the speed
on the Andrew J. Barberi?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: How do you control steering on
the Andrew J. Barberi?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Do you know of any probl ens
with these controls in the past?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
how to switch control fromthe -- from one pil othouse
to another, the procedure in place to switch control
fromone to anot her?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: How do you signal any energency

to the crew or passengers on board the ship?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: How woul d you maneuver the
vessel full astern if necessary?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: How woul d you maneuver the
vessel hard left or hard right?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: As navigating officer, how
woul d you counteract heavy wind or heavy current?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you provide
any information regarding the controls or performance

of the Andrew J. Barberi or (inaudible) to the Safety

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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Boar d?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: WII you decline to answer or
i nvoke your Fifth Amendnent to any questions regarding
controls or specific questions?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, |'d like to ask
you sone questions regarding job descriptions.

M ke, what is your job title at Staten Island
Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, what is your
under st andi ng of where you're supposed to be during
docki ng, undocking, and transit at Staten Island
Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline

to answer your question.
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MR. TURRELL: Do you know where the assistant
captain is supposed to be during docking, undocking, or
intransit on the Staten Island Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: As the navigating officer on
board the Staten Island Ferries, do you post a | ookout
in all conditions?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: So if | ask you any nore
gquestions regarding job description, is it ny
under standing that you will not answer any questions
regarding that, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes, sir.

MR, TURRELL: 1'd like to ask sonme questions
now about ship managenent at the Staten Island Ferries,
Department of Transportation. |It's inportant for the
Safety Board to understand the culture and operations
at Staten Island Ferries leading up to this accident

and its response to it.
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How does the city communicate with you as an
enpl oyee of the Staten Island Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Under the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: How often do DOT officials ride
the ferry in the pilothouse or on board the ship, to
your know edge?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Do you have any access to DOT
policies and procedures either at honme, at work, or in
the boat -- the ship?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: On the advice of ny counsel,
| respectfully assert ny right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: To your know edge, Captain
Gansas, does Departnent of Transportation perform
random drug tests?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
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Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, have you ever
signed the ship's log of the Staten Island Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: | have sone specific questions
about ship managenent on board the -- on board the
vessel now.

Who does the captain report to at the Staten
| sl and Ferries?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Who is responsible for -- the
shi p, approachi ng, and docking at Wiitehall Term nal in
New Yor k?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Who is responsible for -- the

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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ship into Staten Island Term nal at St. George?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
who the two mates report to on board the ship?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Thank you.

Is it ny understandi ng, Captain Gansas, that
if I ask you any questions regardi ng captains,
assi stant captains, mates, deck hands, engineers,
oilers, you will continue to invoke your Fifth
Amendnent right, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, |'d like to ask
you sone questions now in particular about certain
i ndi vi dual s on board the ship.

Capt ai n Gansas, who was the assistant captain
on Cctober 15th, 2003, on board the Barberi?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, it is ny
under st andi ng you were not the pernmanent -- the nornal
assigned captain for the Barberi that day. Can you
tell me who you were replacing as captain on board the
Bar beri on Cctober 15th?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you -- did
you have any chance to talk to Captain Richard Smth
ei ther on Tuesday, QOctober 14th, or Cctober 15th,
before, during, or after the accident?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Can you provide any information
to the Safety Board regarding Captain Richard Smth the
day of the accident, about his denmeanor, perfornmance,
personal characteristics, slurred speech, vision?
Anyt hi ng you can provide the Safety Board regarding his

actions that day?
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CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: Thank you.

Do you know of any nedication Captain Smth
may have been taki ng?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
t he nanme of the senior mate on board the Barberi on
Oct ober 15t h?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: Thank you.

| would like to return to another area of

questioning. Before | do, | -- ny understanding is you
wi Il not answer any questions regarding specific crew
menbers on board the Barberi, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Yes, sir.
MR. TURRELL: And you'll invoke your Fifth
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Amendnent if | ask any further questions on that topic?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes, sir.

MR TURRELL: | would Iike to return to the
conditions COctober 15th |leading up to the accident.

The Safety Board is interested in finding the probable
cause, and any information you can provi de about the
condi tions operating on board the vessel or the

nmet eorol ogi cal conditions tied to current or any other
activity you experienced on that run that day.

Were you on tinme departing Whitehall?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Can you provide the Safety
Board with an approxi mati on of how many passengers
boarded in New York for Staten Island that day?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
who was inside the Staten Island pil ot house at
approxi mately 15:20 on Cctober 15th, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
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counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you know i f
Mat e Rush was on the bridge of the Andrew J. Barber
t hat day?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

One further question. Do you know if the
ship was nmaki ng a proper approach to Staten Island
Termnal, St. George, on COctober 15th about 15:207?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, is it ny
understanding that you will invoke the Fifth Arendnent
on any and all questions regarding conditions |eading
up to the accident prior to Cctober 15th, 2003?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, would you like

to take a break or is there any need for counsel at
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this point?

MS. : No, | just wanted to make sure
that he was able to go forward.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Thank you.

Captain Gansas, are you able to continue with
this interview?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: (I naudi bl e)

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, the Safety
Board woul d like to ask you some questions regarding
t he actual events of the allision Andrew J. Barber
with the concrete pier on Cctober 15th, 200S3.

Do you know t he nane of the deck hand who was
on wat ch approxi mately 15:00, 2003, on the bridge of
Andrew J. Barberi?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell ne, Captain
Gansas, when the ship -- at what tinme the ship reached
t he KV Buoy on or about OCctober 15th, 2003, on or about
15: 00?2

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth

Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
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to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you know i f
the vessel made any turns at the ferry term nal
approaching Staten Island, St. George on Cctober 15th
at approxi mately 15:207?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you -- do
you recall if Captain Smth reduced RPM as a reduced
pitch to slow the vessel down prior to inpact on
Oct ober 15t h?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you know i f
Captain Smth usually used the forward steering control
or the after steering control in normal conditions?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: | understand. It's inportant
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for the Safety Board to understand certain facts, and |
wi |l continue asking questions.

At what time did you notice sonething was
wrong on Cctober 15th prior to inpact?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you. D d you -- howdid
you realize the ship had collided with the pier? At
what point did you realize that happened?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
what the inpact felt |ike when the ship hit the pier
t hat day?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
i f anyone said anything on the bridge that day, any

comments, remarks, or conversations of any persons
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known to you on Cctober 15th on or about 15: 207

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: | understand.

Did you send -- did the vessel send out any
signals to warn the crew or persons in the area of that
inmpact? A whistle, bell, or public address
announcenent ?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

Captai n Gansas, at what point did you assune
control of the vessel before, during, or after the
acci dent around 15:20 Cctober 15th?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, were you in the
pi | ot house on Cctober 15th on or about 15:207

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
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counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, who reported
the first fatality of the Staten Island Ferry accident
to you?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
the first -- command you perfornmed on or about 15:20
before, during, or after the accident occurred?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
who was on board -- who was in the pilothouse at Staten
| sl and and on the ferry Andrew J. Barberi at around
15: 20 on Cctober 15th?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline

to answer your question.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N O OO M W N B O

31

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, is it ny
under standi ng you' Il invoke the Fifth Arendnent to any
and all questions relating to the allision of the
concrete pier at St. George Term nal on or about
Oct ober 15t h, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes, sir.

MR. TURRELL: WII you continue to invoke the
Fifth Anmendnent on any materials related to the
acci dent ?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Can you provide the Safety
Board any information regarding the allision with the
concrete pier?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, |'d like to ask
you sone questions about events after the accident.

To your know edge, did Captain Richard Smth
express any verbal sentinments regarding his nental
health or express a wish to commt suicide on or about
Oct ober 15t h, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
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Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, can you tell ne
how t he ship ended up at Slip 5 on or about 15:30
Oct ober 15t h, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, did anyone
visit the pilothouse upon docking on or about 15: 40,
20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, did Ri chard
Smth say or do anything to you or wwth you before
| eavi ng the vessel on October 15th, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, did the U S

Coast Guard cone aboard your ship on Cctober 15th,
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20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, the Safety
Board would like to know if drug and al cohol sanples
were taken fromyou and any other crew nenbers. Can
you tell nme if the Coast Guard or any other person took
drug and al cohol sanples fromyou or any other crew
menber on Oct ober 15th, 20037

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you recal
if the New York Police Departnent canme aboard your
vessel Cctober 15th, 2003?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR, TURRELL: Captain Gansas, did you give a
statenent to the New York Police Departnent?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N O OO M W N B O

34

counsel, | respectfully assert my right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you know i f
the statenents you gave to the U S. Coast CGuard and the
New York Police Departnent were conplete?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, | understand
you're -- you wll invoke the Fifth Amendnent for any
questions | ask you about events after the accident on
the Andrew J. Barberi, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Yes, sir.

MR. TURRELL: And you will not answer any
gquestions regarding the response or post-accident to
the Safety Board, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes, sir.

MR, TURRELL: If | continue asking you
guestions about personal questions, training questions,
navi gation controls and performance, job description,
shi p managenent, information about crew nenbers,
conditions |leading up to and events around the

allision, you will continue invoking your Fifth
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Amendnent right, is that correct?

CAPTAI N GANSAS:  Yes, sir.

MR, TURRELL: Wre the statenents you gave to
the U S. Coast Guard and the New York Police Departnent
truthful?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you, Captain Gansas.

That concl udes ny questioning. | wll now open the
gquestions to other Board nenbers.

| will start with Dr. Barry Strauch.

STRAUCH: | have no questi ons.
TURRELL: M. D Stefano?
DI STEFANO. No questi ons.

2 353

TURRELL: Ms. Judi a?

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A: No questi ons.
MR TURRELL: M. Konp?

MR, KOWP: (I naudi bl e)

MR TURRELL: M. MDernott?

MR. McDERMOTT: (1| naudi bl e)

MR. TURRELL: Detective Hody?
DETECTI VE HODY: No questi ons.

MR, TURRELL: Mark?
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LT. PALMEIRI: No, sir.

MR. TURRELL: Does counsel have any questions
for the Safety Board?

M. > No. Thank you.

MR. TURRELL: Captain Gansas, do you have
anyt hing you can provide to the National Transportation
Safety Board regarding any incident on or about Cctober
15th around 15:20 of the Andrew J. Barberi? Can you
provi de the Safety Board with any information
what soever ?

CAPTAI N GANSAS: Upon the advice of ny
counsel, | respectfully assert nmy right under the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States Constitution and decline
to answer your question.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you, Captain Gansas. |
have no further questions, and the Board has no further
gquesti ons.

Il will now allow the counsel to nmake any
remarks or clarifications if necessary.

MR. TURRELL: That concludes this interview

Thank you.
IVS. . Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs were concl uded.)
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